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MABRATIVB 

1, on 16 July 1950, the VALLEY FOHOE, with Air Croup FIVE embarked, 
left Buckner Bay, Okinawa, sortlod vfith elements of the SSVENTH 
Fleet, and proceeded for the sea of Japan to support united states 
Forces In Sf^uth Korea in accordance Tflth comttiandor SSVETTTII Fleot 
Secret OpOrdor 10-50, At davm on 18 July after arriving 60 miles 
off the coast of Korea, northeast of pohang. Target Combat Air patrq], 
and Air Group support Missions wore launched to support the amphi- 
bious landing of the First Cavalry Division at pohang. In as much 
as no targets woro availablo, tho support group roturnfid to tho ship 
after jettisoning thoir loads at sea, Howovor, Targot Combat Air 
Patrol was provided ovor the pohang area until dusk. Tv;o group 
strlkos were then launched against targets in the wonsan area. On 
the morning of tho 19th the air group was again launchod at dawn to 
strike North Korean targots. Only propeller aircraft wore launched 
for tho afternoon strlko# A four-plane soaflro combat Air patrol 
and two-piano Firefly Anti-submarino patrol by tho E.II.S, 'URIVI^E 
augmented by ono aDW typo from tho VALLEY FORGE was maintained 
throughout t^io daylight hours of the 18th and 19th, Upon compiotion 
of flight oporations, Typhoon Bill condition I was sot as diroctod 
by Commandor SEVEUTH Fleet, Aftor setting condition I, tho Task 
Force erulsod in tho Soa of japan until tho afternoon of tho 30th 
at which time a southward course was takon to pass through Tsushima 
Strait in order to take position for strikes on tho v/ast coast of 
Korea. Typhoon Condition I was sbcurod during loto aftornoon of tho 
21st and preparations woro nscle for oporations on tho 22nd, At dawn 
on tho 22nd tho Air Group was launchod, tho ADs and F4Us as close 
air support for tho ground forces in south Korea and the jots for 
targots North of Seoul* The propeller aircraft v.'oro unablo to con- 
tact tho closo air support controllers on the prascribcd channels 
and attaokod secondary targots in tho Seoul aroa- Horning and aftor-f 
noon strikes woro launchod with tho task forco staying in an aroa 
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apprc^imately 100 miles woat of the Korean coast. Ji four-plane 
F4Tr Combat Air patrol plus nn j'intl-submarinc patrol consisting of 
on© ATM typo aircraft and ano jiD as investigator vjos fAcintalnoa 
throughout tho day, After recovery of tho aftornoon strike group 
about 17110, tho task forco heodod southward to rondozvcus vritli tho 
NhVASOTA for tho purpose of rofuoling avistion gosolino anci fuoi 
oil, Tho rendezvous with tho NiWASOT/i was effected about 1100, 
30 nilos northeast of Danjo-Gunto, on tho 23rd, Upon completion 
of rofuoling oporations, the task force headed for tho port of 
Sasobo, Japan, to rearm from the TT.S.S, GHAIIT&EH, arriving at gasebo 
at 0900 on tho 24th, Aftor partially roaming, tho task force loft 
Sasebo about 2400 on the 24th in accordnnco v^ith Oonmnndor SEViDlTTH 
ploot socrot Opordor 11-50 and procoodod to a position about 30 
Biles southeast of pohang, Eoroa, v^hcxo closo air support nissions 
were launched tho 35th and 26th, Diic to ezpoctod deterioration in 
woathor conditions on the east coast of Korea, the task force spent 
tho 27th refueling from the K/:Vj.3CTa ai d onrouto tc tho west coast 
whoro closo air support missions m;oto launched froEi a position 
opproxinatoly 40 tiilos off the coast on tho 28th and 39th, The 
THIUliPH again furnished conbat Air patrol and iintl-gubnni-ino patrol 
for tho period 25 through 29 July ougriontod by ono AD¥ typo aircraft 
from the VALLEY PORGE. The task forco doparted on tho ovoning of 
tho 29th for Bucknor Boy, Okinav;a, to replenish cncl roarr., Enrouto, 
tho task forco rofuclcd fron tho KAV/;SOT;. on the SOth end ooneuotod 
AA firing at sleeves towed by JD typo aircraft furnished by JJTT.6E 7 
detachment based at Kadona, Okinawa, on tho norning of the Slst. 
Tho task force arrived at Bucknor Bay, Okinawa, about 1500 tho 31st 
of July* 

2, Comments and roconnendations; 
A* NAYAL OPBIfiTIONS 



(1) During the first of the period, strikes wore oon- 
ductod by launching a 32 prcpollor plono strike first, then a 12 
plane Jet swoop followed by anothor 12 plr-no jot swo^p, 30 minutes 
later. V/hon launching this typo of dock lend, 26 jots wore spotted 
on tho aftor end of tho flight dock with tho propeller pianos in 
front. After tho propollor pianos wore Icunchcd, 2 jots wore spot- 
tod on tho catapults, 2 jets ready to taxi on the catapults, and 
another 2 jots staggered off tho center lino diroctiy^bohind, Tho 
remaining six jets of tho flight were spottod at a 45^ angle along 
tho port side aft of No, 2 elevator. The spares wore spottod on 
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the starboard sido aft of tho island structure. This nothcd of 
spotting onablod tho jets to turn up for pro-flight chock prior 
to spotting on tho catapults, when taxiing out tho six planes on ■ 
tho port sido, tho after plane v.'as taxied out first in ordor tc 
reduce blast on personnel, Tha socond Jot swoop v/as brought up 
to tho catapult in the samo inannor* 

During tho lattur pert of tho poriod, strikes ccnsi3i;oa of a 
12 to 16 propollor plcno strike, then an 8 plonc jot svroop, 1^ hours 
later, followed by q 12 to 16 propollor piano strike 3 hours nftor 
tho first propollor launch* Tho first jot s\voop tuid tho first pro- 
peller strike wore landod after tho second propollor strike was 
launched. The second jot swoop was launched If- hours of tor the 
second propollor strike. This typo of schodulo was continued through' 
out the day* 

In sotting up for tho first Inunch of tho noxt d£,;y, 8 Jot pianos 
for tho second swoop wore spotted on tho after end of tho flight dock 
with all available propollor pianos in front, This typo of spot 
^"Lffordod room in tho hangar for aircraft liiaintonanco during tho nightp 
iifter launching tho first propollor strike, 10 jots wore brought up ? 
from tho hangar for tho first jot swoop and spotted on tho c-ntapult 
in tho socio manner as nontionod above, After the jot launch, tho 
2 sparos, if available, wore spotted on tho crtppult and additional 
jots woro brought up from tho hangar to naintcin a 4 plnno condition 
10 Jet CAP* The Condition 10 Jet CAP v/os brokon 20 minutes prior to 
tho next propollor launch which was followed by landing tho first 
jot swoop and tho first propollor strike. As the propollor plcnos 
landed, they woro spotted forward v;ith their wings sprond. This 
facilitated the loading of rockets, 100 lb« bombs, and SOnzi amriiinl- 
tion while othor pianos wore landing, and during rospot. It was 
folt that tho latter schodulo was much orsior to ocoonpllsh from tho 
standpoint of ship-board handling and ordnance boeausc of tho fowor 
nuiabor of pianos to handle at one tiiao and tho loading of ordnance 
with tho wings in tho spread position. 

(2) The nothod of tovving tho F9F bockvjards vjith tho 
modified standard tow bar, discussed in provious phase reports, has 
proven to bo very sotisf actopy, 

b. Tactics. 

(1) Because of tho high fuel consunptlcn of jot nirciraft 
their inability to carry oxtornol onmunition, and lock of onomy air 
opposition, their oiiiploynont was kopt to a Eiininun, whon iaunchod, 
they v.'ero in groups of eight to search for tcgots of opportunityf 
Support nissions usually consisted of opproxiuately half of the 
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Qvailablo propollcr aircraft, 8 r4Us and 8 Ana launched ot 3 hour 
intervals. It was nocossary to use the availablo nlgiit oocflgupatod 
F4U5S and ADs in order to provide a naxlntuii ntunbor of aircraft in 
tho support Qroa» The nost practical closo support locd for the 
ADS was l-500# Gp, l-e2n# f ragnoatatlon bomb and 1 Napalm bomb plus 
a mailmum nuabor of HV/iRs or 100# GP» TJio F4Tr3 carried a 5000 bomb 
or Napalm and maximum HV/.Rs cr 100# gp. All olrornft cerrioa o naxi- 
mum loads of 20mm ammunition ot a ratio of 1 hEI, 1 /iP, and 1 incen- 
diary. The «Ds woro loadod with E000# GP and 1000# Gp on occasions 
when specific targets called for thoso typos of oxplosivos, 

e* Ordnanco* 

(1) in order to save valuable timo during oporationfs an 
assembly line is sot up on tho hangar dock and all BVAR lug bands 
are spaced proporly as thoy ero loaded aboard from tho ammunition 
ship. 
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B. LOGISTICS 

!• Aviation Supply, 

tio3. issue: ^.o^o^'nalo*?: Tclnal ^LrT *° "^-^ ^-^^Un. par- 

is « continuing Pro^lonrbut ovLy cJJJit f ^^^^^P^^^? i« t^i- ^:^anch 
AOGs, RoquisltiSns for 1 tons In shoJI ^Li? ^S"''® °:^ortoci to prevent 
doapQtcli to COMMH ^lanod? .r? n t^ i,^"^^ forwarded by 

shipped by air or surf'nnn "^^^-^^'^-^^ Indicates tlie bolcnco is being 
transfer L tL .hipf'JL oSJfScfj^'^ to C0Mss.iyH0JT 3 for further ; 
cal items. ^* outlook is good for roplaconont of crlti- 
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C. PEBSONNEI. 

(1) Ship's porsonnol, othor than air clopartmcnt , woro on 
Condition 3 watches continuously from 120R, 16 July to 1400| 31 
July, except for a period of 15 hours whilo ftt Sasohc, /iir Dopcrt- 
luont porsonnol v;oro at Flight Quarters (condition 1) 44 porcent 
of tho tlnOf end at Condition 3 tho rcnalndor of the time* ordnance 
crows for bolting annunltion, asscnbling rockets, brooking out, and' 
arming aircraft woro required to oporato in shifts around the clock. 



In spite of the above conditions, all personnel appoorcd alert 



though obviously quite tirod by tho ond of the 13 day period. No 
dock handling accidents roaultod fron porsonnol fatigue, end almost . 
all strikes wore ro-armod on tino, tliough at the end of tho period 
a maximum effort was roqulrod to ncot tho launching schoaule. 



\ 
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'^mm mpcm la'-jtifit- 19^0 . 



The support sorties launched at sa^vij wer^ rccaliod %;:icr. 
It .was oDvious that no cacr^r oppoaitlon v^ulA eacountorcd 



: the first cojibat soi-tios of the er.^' were Icrur^d^G-*' 

laA'O fornea ,b7' apexes V/Ojasail' <390-ioni', lavo-s*)' ) -p- ^^a- * 
b^berlt ^W-'oe areos pao cttaw jlorj^a saS ti&tliex . 

vrfii^'^?^.,^^? ^^4.''''^ S^fsairs t<»o:c off, f oa^r :ryipionB of jets 

nade sttjfino' runs on a haiigar and possit)l^Q .... e.^-^ - co;'wnt<3 ^ ^ 
unnanned). Pilots observed -.t^asan^Oil Lfix.crj J-toJ^,^ /■ 

in ^?n?%.i\^''f°''^' * 10:^ strafoa c. line of e~r6 a^^ld- 
boxcars, .Jlo anti-tiircraft vas cnco.iutcroct* , ,- --^ . : ^ 

^ijqraft, v/ith planes about 30 -.res aocrt^ l^T^Ltl^^ , 
nade a least two runs up and dor^ the roV'c*, 3tciir^? firo^' 
bat observing hits on nany of the plcrcjs. 'a? r •v.i-i i?T 
-jnoQjr aircraft obsort^cd, on the ground m-WS^/ ^3:! v/err.lr^^ ; 

ffj? It to a stop, and rcsultinc in n stca ' c:<-olo- ' 

of'S;ti!:[LSa?tr '"'^ "^'^'^ ''^^^ ^^^^ -'^'^ onlVV^uSoV . 

n^Lf.ti^'^'^T'^.^r^^ i^ronGi:;iinL on't.o .icols of t^ic first- 
accounted for 3-5^aoro picjics dcptxjvcd or >roV^bl' d^stro-od ^' 
6-S darangod. Uc^ antl -aire reft t7,.s ^^sncautit^Jecl. t ^V'^^^^^"^^'/ 

nr.lntfL^r°^^ '"^"^^ f olXw/od b- 's^7ocp^ a-c^oinnt tercets of " ' : ' 1: 
f^^i!"? f^'^'' '^-^ railroads, trtioL, r.u" o^rr^o^ UnbL ^ 

i-uikin£ tneir fxrst attaclr at iCau^on^, rail.ya^ds. Boab 



hits toro up track, and subsoquent feit'&fltia itin^- set fire to ■ 
a group of 3 tanlc cars, 2 Mies south of i^^oiic:,^ '^n^ to- a lone 
car furtlier dovm the traclr. On 'the afteraooii giti*ii:0, tlio group 
of cars v/dre seen still burninr;, Fron there ^ tiiis^ iTollov/ed 
the trader, to the northeast to Hwachon-ni {3go-5C}nl 12?°*»50«fe) 
v^aero ETTS HjiiSllIS made a diroct hit on a RR bridi^c. rdth a 100 Of/ 
bocib* Three other pilots verify the report that ono svtx& was 
cQiiplctely deatroyod. 

The division north of the RR tracks hit the yards at Eoson^ 
vdth 1 lOOOr/ bomb, continued north up the coast to Kojo v/hore 
they turned inland. The division loader reperted 2-3 roclcot 
hits on a snail bridce at 39^-45 »H 127^-36 »E. Hoar Eocyan^, 
(38 -45 '11-127-40 *E) rockets sot fire to an olootrio pov;cr sub 
plant, T\70 o::plosions v/erc observed and thoucht to be naimla ■ 
hits until the division leader observed that no napalii had 
been dropped, V/ith Corsairs, the field at Ps'-oaafians v;aS thou 
strafed, and cieht Yak's wore left btu'ntae on the field. 

The third dix'ision hit 'in and around Pyoneciuig; ciropping 
a pov;or line with reelects, jiist north of the cit In the 
sane vicinity a napalei hit set fire to a striiit.. of 2 or 3 
coal cars, ?;hich v^ere burninc on rotircnent. Ho anti-airGraft 
v;as enc aunt ore d at an;/ of the targets. 

Ti70 divisions of Corsairs acconpaniod ADs into - the targets 
as fiehcr -bonbors. The pianos v/itli the northern division of 
ADs strafed Kojo T;ith rockets and 20j:!1q" sottinc-, fire to u 
repair shop and danaging 2 locomotives, JiYon£;£unii. they 
observed S planes burning, so strafed the hano;ar3 v/ith-tiio 
rest of their rockets, possible firos being started* 

The other division of Corsairs strafed a railrdad bridi-c 
at Kumsong v/ith rockets, but results wore unlmovm. At Hooyai=>£^, 
they strafed the pov;cr sub-station getting hits v/ith rockets. 
At Yang YanG pilots strafed and daiimsod cars and tracks in a 
RR siding. 

At 1700; after q.ulckly rcarniac v^ith na^alii, 1000-;p, and 
500# bOEibs, the ADs and Corsairs took of f on a strike c^ainst 
the oil refinery at Vfonsan, On the v/ay up, one division of 
ADs made a run on the car barn at Kosong with rockets, 'One 
sdlvo v/ith smoke rackets laade the target appear burninf^, but ' 
on tho return trip pilots all verified rosuita as just daraasod. 

At tho target, one division of Corsairs "oushcd over first, 
making a run with rockets and starting snali fires in the 
refinery area, Thoy were folloxvod by tiio SiBs who drowod 
flo^V?^^"^^ c:coept for 1 plane who failed to^drop his 

lOOOjr boab at the target. The first division, firing rockets 
on tho way dovm, made 1 direct hit with a 500-/ bcnb in tho 

i^^^^ '^^'^^ eastern side of the refinery. The last - 

of the two firing all their rockets into tho target aroa. After 
their pullout six ciorc Corsairs' foil ovrcd with rockets. These 
pilots yorified reports of fjany explosions and fierce fires 
in the target area. « « . » 

V 2*-2 ENCLOSURE ( 2 ) 



t - ■ • .. .. 

& sti-ilcc cro^'O IicadGcI souW clo\m the 
coast, lookiiit, . f oi' i^olUnG stocJ; and otJicr target of oppor- 
tunity to st^dfG, TIio ;j) with the hmic lOOOf/ bbiub ncidc a run on 
a ATGssGl (about 100'-150») vrhioh vias hcaCod south, ills boab 
cxplodGd just for^'/ard ot the ship, GnvcloDiaG the vessel in 
vfiitcr, Pron reports of other pilots and a photograph, tho 
ship was dead in tho v;atcr and probably heavily dtiLiarcd* evaluat- 
ed as a probable sinicine. At Kojo, a snail craft was sti»afca 
and dafiaecd. Furthor south, the doiaaficd oar barn was strafed 
again by ADs and Corsairs vdth bursts fron 20iaa shells the ciUS" ■ 
observed dajiaoe. Hero, they left the coast to return to tho 
ship, Tho only anti-aircraft oncauntoS'cd was soilo 2bnn and tOtia 
froia a f;unboat In the harbor at \7on^an. She v.'as vorlrcd over 
by a few ]?'4Us with unobserved results* ' No ono-jy aircraft v/orc 
oncouiltcrcd at- any tiao durinG the day, 

ACTION TEIPORT 19 JtXY 

In a pro-dav/n launch, Air Group FTO sent 13 iiDs, 19P4Us . 
and 24 I9F3 against the choay farther north. The priiiary 
target for attacK: and f Icht&r-boribcrs vrc^s tho Boni;un Chonical 
Plant at Haahung, with secondary iaportuncc (,ivcn the XoGcn 
HR brideo, Tho jet sweeps \^tc launched Ut^ainst Yomjo, Son^ 
doJc, and ICanico V/ost^airf iclds , 

Pindinc'no plnaies at Kanfco IVcst, the sweep wont on to Yojapb 
and Soldok, At the fon-ier, pilots saw up to" 12 "aircraft on 
the field, and at tho latter, 'thoy saw up to 15. The -olii^os 
wore typed as Yaks and IL-lOs, In 20-25 concentrated runs on 
the two fields, flying in a figure oieht fron cno field to 
the other, the tV70 Sv/eeps left 13 planes burning on the two 
fields, 7 at Sondok, 6 at Yonpo, 5-6 others v.'ci^c cstiiiatcd 
as daiiaged, for though no firo occurred, soac hits ^verc ob- 
served. Ten runs were nadc on the han.Gars, ivhich r/cre dafiiao- 
ed but not burnod, Rotirinfi to tho east raid north, tho fliers 
nade runs on 4 orage tanks at the tip 'of tho brcaiaiatGr in 
Hunsnari, Four wore destroyed by. fire, and four riorc dai-.iar,od 
as a result of strafing runs. North of the pier i a T^ov;cr"sub 
station vras also strafed, sustaining sono daiiaGO, 

\Tith tho iiDs, woathor sooned to bo tho ^vorst on cay, for the 
tarcet was obsoarod by a ccibinatlon industrial saoc and clouds. 
CoveraGc v/as given as •S by pilots of all divisions. Ilov/cvcr, 
the flight pushed over on a plant with 4 tall' chiiiineys, bolicv-*- 
cd to bo tho prii:iary target, Six 2000# bonbs, si:: 1000;7 bOiibs, 
and 4 HV'ARs were unloaded into this tareet, hut oltiiou^ji hits 
v/ero sisan, poor visibility obscured a proper evaluation of re- 
sults. After this run, thoy retired to tho south, v:hcre ti^ev 
found another factory at I.iunpyon<3-ni.- Firing wliat rochets -.rcro 
still loft froQ tho first run and 20nn naohino eons, 'they str.Lfod 
tho factory, obsonrins a hit near the base of a lone, toll stack 
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vTith on6 roolcctl ^Isibillt;'- once- acain .obscurc'5. cTLj^uatioii of 
results* ?our' SUin. -boats at" Tfonscai clrctir attention by f iri-15 /Ji 
at tlio planes hear tlic town. One siir.ll boat ^-/arj lu'ic'^oiivu^ axj.-fl 
lioaclod out the noatja of tlic bay, two v/orc lur^jci' orrift-ia tho 
process of gcttin^i \.m.C.cr:ray noc.r the center of tiie bay, £u::l 1 
s.riG.11 boat was aacliorcd near tlic south aide of tho' "!:a^% TliC tlaxoc 
still in the bay. tlirew up a fair barrage of 20i'xi rj?A%OLU-i, but 
3c.iockca clown no JiDs. Once plciio \';as iiit In the ra^onc under ■ 
the port vmiG, but tiiat v/as" the oaljr claaacc; iill 12 *D3 strcfccl 
tiic tJirco Guiiboats in tlio harbor thorou£ihly, ailcxtOini:: tac LU*ia ■ 
on one of tlicn. The only- anti-aircraft onoDUiitcrci Tuas fron ' 
craft in I/onsan Harbor. 

Throe divisions of Corsairs followed the ADa into the tart*,ctj, 
droxipinc their napalia and 500-/ &,!?, bonba into the 3Gi.k; cjca 
that the iJ)s hit. Oho pilot observed a hole lii the roo£ of a 
lone; building in the area. At iru.'.ipyonG-ni soiio plt-.nos still 
had napaii'i and bonbs so t.:c7 hit the factory after t/io bcaborc, 
noting aaoko at the base of the stack and snail fires in the ■ 
buildinGS, The a^^o^^ cdso drcvr the 12 Corsairs, so they 
thorouGhly strafed then v4th rochets ana 20a.i, LTO*G J7Jl'CII!»c 
F4U received flak daiaacc in the oil cooler or oil lino on his 
first pass, so that his oncinc bo.^an to Si'iokQ on pull out. 
Heading baok'for the ship, he v/as fcrood to ditch at ar)proxij-.iat- 
Gly 39°-02'IT, 1280-54'B, A CAP was naintainod over hiii' uitil 
the Soa Dttor froa the TRnJI,iPE landod and pic!:od h±L\ up. The 
pilot was unhurt. Tug other division of Corsairs diverted, 
hitting sonc tanks in. the city of Eun^yiaii, v.'hich \7C;:o riis taken 
fqr'tho chaaical plant. Hero they dropped 3 iicipal^i .1 500,y 
Cx,P, on tho tanks obscrvinG direct hits') no firt. One borib'hil; 
a lone building, and the crplosion ytjis observed. At ' ITonsar., a 
third run was nade on a buildintrat the oil refinery. The re- 
finery, hit yesterday by sorties-, was still burninc; furiously ■ 
v^ith a colui:i'of , snokc risinr; to 5000 foot. Anti-aircraft fire ■ 
froiM ,30 or ,50 caliber was observed in IfJ "Jonsan, 

T',70 nicht " fighters and a nicJit /J3 vjnot after roj-ling. stock 
up the coast, Pivc nllcs south of ChojiGjoiii two locomotives 
ozplodod fron 20na fire. Three nilos south of iTonsan, a third' 
loconotivo was exploded and throe oil tank cars v;erc sofafiroy 
At liupkok one final loconotivo was aeon to explode stoaii, i'llao 
at Chonnjin, the planes burned 2 iiioro oil cr^rs and strafed and 
duiiaccd Q truck. 

The photo plane and his escort found tarf,otB It the area 
also; They observed 6 aircraft barninc; i.. t So/idok, 2 at Yonpo, 
Then, at Hacihuni;; tlicj/" . stx*af ed a loconoti-'--e and obscr\"cd a' 
strcan of wator issue fron ono of the holes in the boiler. At 
Kowan Just north of tho tv/onj, 8 loconotivcs v;orc vv'aitinfi in • 
the yard. The escort went dov/n and stoofi exploded .throe of 
thoa. Ho antl -aircraft v/as Gncoiuitcrcd,.. 
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In the aftornodni 12 /JDs, l6 r4Vsj -atl I 14tJ-5P te^ol:'' . , 
off on stril^a anC a pLcto .ds^ion -"crlj.Gt'tlic cnciy, Iritn-''-"' 
ary tareot t^^ir tjao iiDs was Ko,-;oc xIR brlu/.o, but tiic v/oc;thcr 
over. Koroci wsis "bad tlicit tlioy flivcrtccl .ta a : ;Si::y"ill bMclGc ;3.':-,^ 

• nilcs west of T/onscn. ' 'JJliCi ■ oj:.ou^t 'yfas: Qom^^ 

■•. oxoopt for tV70 tiiin si^ots, ^onO.:^just .S0ii*ii^;cfv^^^^^ 
othor just off SuhpwjQ. ; All. tut ^2 %S?- tiio'^tjls^^^ 

■ TaodbB at tlic amll bricu o, where two near rdssjca v/itli lOOOj" ' 
bonbs wore cade. • Fron tlicrb, .tjicy-^ flw-. to • So^dois ' -airfield wlic:.'c 
t.Uoy sniv 9 intact rdrcraft on' the soutfc'sldO b^f tliG field, 

■ stacGGrcd, Also on ' tlic f i eld j the rociains of tiorc bailed 
planes wore sifilatcd. " On retircacnt / tiicy lo|i» 3 -Wc te^ 

and 2' others snokinc. Ono of thcj txro planes, 'v/itli" - hiinc lOOQ^^ • 
boabs, dror)pcd liis borib on a hanL"r at Sondok, v/iiilc the other .r 
piano dropped his on an unidentified G^^oup of building jbi the .,; 
Southeast corner of Huiienaa, ' Tho flight ioadpr reported \/hll5e 
; bursts of anti-aircraft throur^h the ^- over oa'st- at 10^000* v/ith 
about the sario ap curacy as when the onccjy could see the aircraft 
lliie aeouraoy xroUld suCiSdst scno kind.of ceatro?. fpr-tJio G«ns» 
thouGh not Good. ■ / -■■y^:.\-,\■\[-:''■:^■]■■'■r■:'■'■'^ '::"^'y'n;: ■■ -vf^;.,. 

The Corsairs ainod their striJces at HUxiGnatv, v/iicre a' sUpp^ , . 

■ oscd nataral plant i^an v.&Bmic& to bo# Droppinc 5 G.r., 

4 napalii, : and firing 6.,H7^^Jis,' the' v,iiots produced only quick -jfe' 
oxtin£,uishins of the, napalri jelly, and the pilots t^orc net ■ > \: ■•• 

■ satisfied x;ith the cstt:ucitc of the tarect* The roovos of ' ' ' 
buildinc in tho area were reported as rusty and little used. ; 
Ilyinc 'norths tUcy foUovjed the railroad to; Han(:;vron,. mere ; 

- they strafed the railyard, cxplodin/; 5 iocoriotiTes and da£i.ac- 
ing 3 » installations in tho yard v/erc strafed v/itl. results 
iinknovni. No antl-^'airoraft was encountered* 

Fao' photo pland and his escort flow witliin 50 Mies of the 

At Sinchong one part of the' tuiiiel was boirit., repaired, althou::h 
the othor part viTcts open for ..traffic. At WionnJii^ 3 larcc ^ 
factories wore In. operation wi tit 8 trains observed shuttli.j.r ; ^ 
in or near theo, Tho tracks forncrly believed to .cut. .aerosi 
the jut of laaicl from Soncjin north to Odaojin were obscrTcd. te; • 
follow tho coast lino. At Chalio {40— 10»K - 129-40I:) 1 ' 
loconOtive v/as exploded. At Tanchon (40'-27K»129"O0E J 2 : 
aorc wore czplodcdby tho escort, farther north a last loco-:: 
notivc viChS- osplodod 3ust before entering a tunnel at' Son.- ho*- , . 
done (41-05K 129-44S) . 3tca:i caiic froa both entraaeos to ' 
tho tunnel* At Sinchoiic a 100» barce was loft burning;. ^ ^ 

.Another SEtdllorbarCG was strafed at Sons j in* ilo cnca-;^^ air- 
oraft or : anti-aircraft vjcre soon or enoountcrcd, ,: ■ 



< • 





'ShQ attack planes, unable to contact TAC, cviifl un^-ble to sec 

Seoul "bccausG of wcat-ior, flew to rac^'Ciion T/lidrc tv:o clivisic'iis 
bofiborl tho'RR briclGCf tcLTGct 69. Drop^sin/., tlioir 1000-;/ r.::a 
500-;^ boAbs, they dcstroycrl th.-., L)rlclcf-i>''l--cvi.'.AC. it >oii]b 
tv/istod, vdtl: a spoji .In tJio contbr sacfjliX-U Hxotos ^oiifittx 
tills report, TUg ■ approaclios also rccoivca circot Iiits v/iill 
Tsoabs raid rockets. A' factory at Haoju v:as subsocnioatly strafccl 
v/lth rockets 'Oiiil aCtiai sustaininf: anlcnovm ciaiiacc, 

Tiio tliircl cU'/ision of ;vDs iiit anotlior Gonbination IGl and 
voliiculal* bridco 3J nilcs northwest of Tosonr-ni, V:ltli 2 Cir- 
oct Iiits, 1 lOOO-;' and 1 500^^^ a conplctc span on tiio voliiclc 
sicTo \ms droppocl. u.-^ot;os nliov,' a conplctc scctiOii .lissin-;;; nci\r 
ulic cast end of tlio bridc.o, Dcu".ia:;c nust also Iiavo boon in- 
flicted upon the adjacent HR tracks. Five nil cs north of tlio' 
briclcc, an ariiy truck was loft bimiinc by the cli^'isim loucloij* 
Near Haoju in a rallyaic aire -.dy burned out, a 12 car train 
lost its loconotivc v/itli a fitccsx explosion, /ilsf" in tlio yards, 
a string of lOOy boubs put one luto tlic rcuncUaeuao, v;ltri a . 
larco iiolo observed in tiic roof. One pilot strafed a pov/cr 
station near Hac ju' obocrrinc: a lar^o v^Jiitc flash ac if a trans- 
fcnicr bad sliortcd. IKo anti-aircraft ^as encountered* 

One (division of Corsairs couli'^ not find an cpcninc in tlio 
overcast at any point so jottisionod t^ioir 'rr^ekotiG and bonbfi 
at. sea on tlie return fco tJic ship* K^.'^srcvcr, tiic other c.roup 
of TliJJs iTont into the brid- e r.t rackch-on \7ith tl:c two divi- 
sions of Skja'aidoji'D ivakins tlie hits viitli ^OOif honbn in the 
approQ.chcs to the hiGhivay bridrjc, Tliexr obscrrations ^scroct 
with thOEc of thcrcturninG bor^bor pilots, Then, liovina north, 
three pp\'>;er stations were hit rnd left, siiokinc. ^iros in the 
transforncrs are ' believed ' to have been ignited, Thceo tarf^ets 
wore at raokchon, Ku-Achon, and n;.;nchonj:XL, rhv.-tos o:^;ifir;'A 
those daiiaccs* Ihoy also soav tho biirnin;'; train and reported 
about 6 oars borninc furiously, Thotos shcv7 10-12 barnlnc;, 
and the possibility of the fires sprcadinc, is very proncuiicod, 
Li^ht bursts of anti-ali-eroft v/crc scon botivoen Packohon ond ■ 
T*osonG-ni, boliovod to have cone frora slit trcnojios on tho 
hill oTcrlookinc the canbinatic-n brlfi=jO 3s nilcs northeast 
of T?03o:iC-ni, V 

Tlio photo planes and their coccrts v/crc with tho ADs and 
F4Us throivhcut tho .strih-o, and their piotui'os iiivo excellent 
confimation of all dai'.iac:o iiiflictcd. 

Shortly after 1115 the sac":id strikes zt offonsiYO iJ3 
and F4U sorties vyoro laujichcd under coiitinainr-. bad ' \'.rcathcr 
conditions, 'Follov;inc shortly i7oro IS Jet Gcrtict^, Defensive 
sorties of CAT and ASr vjere contiiiucd over tho fcroe tljroui:-::iout 
the day. 

It \7as acain founed liipos^iblc to contact the TAG, ajid ctriko 
croups 'proceeded to tar^ot areas with lix:cs of co.:Launic:\tion 
trains, trucks, brid;^es and tunnels a.s prii"ir.ry tarc^to. 
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Principal. ^ tc-rr:Gt ar-cr.s were 6cnbb,^oci atoun;': the YOTJJl-'SQSOm 
III-ICi'iSSOijG-^IGlL^Ji areas, (iHvo taiiyai'ds v;cro strafed viith one 
locoriotivc dostrcyocl, scrcrai prcvioiifSly uanaijcd ones furtiior 
shot up and vc.ric-'js coal and bo:c bars strafed, T'.vo ta.nl': cars 
Vv'cro liolccl ylth ^Oriui 1?ut refused to burn. Tae trala c arryiac: 
fuel and ar^aunition sfst afire in 'the norninn ivas acain attnoliea 
and one. noro section sot TDla^in,';-* 

Si:: tmmcls wore attaclccd by skl-bonbinc and rockets, . Ho 
appreciable clai.ia{;o is ostijir-tod except in one case vaiorc $00§ 
bonbs oxplodia!;.; inside caused flaijo to siaoot out one end and" de- 
bris to shoot out the other* 

One caiabuflaGed loconotlvc rras diGcovcrod under uottiac l>y 
a timnel noutli rjid exploded. One train ana one loQo..iotiv-e' ±n 
tunnels were attacked by bonlis, rooJzcts and strafiiv; vath no 
> visible results, 

1^.70 trades were burned - one on a bridf.c, Lind one additional 
trad:, apparently carryinr: cuxiunition ^vas strafed and dislnto- 
Gratod in a violcE.t explosion. Tivo RK bridccs were boabed v/ith 
hits on axDproaohcs rcsultinr. in daia^.^e to rails and tics, 

A burncd-out pov/or station iton the aornin,-;*s attack v.-as lait 
by 20ix: and the one renaininc transforncr was .burned out. An un- 
dr-aacod pOvircr station \ira.s hit v;ith two- thirds of tlic transf omors 
sot aflro, 

vmilo Btrafinc a truck at About 37^^55 125^-30 »S near 
IOM.iyONO-HI, Ensicn Donald E. StoironG, VA-55, failed to'-null 
out of his dive end his ^'iD v;as seen to c rash and c3:xDlodo,~ 

Lt{jG) R. (n) Hcldcrer, "/P-52 crashed into the sea durin.- 
a catapult shot at 1215 due to apparent pa;cr faiia:;;c of his" ' 
F9F-3, He vras picked up by hclicoptor and suffered no injuries. 

One croup of jots headed for KH-ITO airfield, 10 uiios'west 
of SEOUL in the hopes of surprisinc planes on the :,round, 3ovcri.il 
daciaced planes woro obscrTod on tlic field and five te ton others 
believed to be heavily cciicuflaced or dii-iiios v/cre observed by 
one pilot. Hangars , barracks areas aad Id^ positions v/cro strafod. 

The nost spcctaoulL^r dcb-iaGC oooarrcd at JFQnOiA, Attacked hv 
first one Group of l?9Fs and thon by the other, seven hu,vc ill 
storage tnnis and txvo snail once v:crc dcstroTrGcl by barnin,--. Fires 
started by 20rr.i arxiunition blazed f icrcclj v;ith tcnrcrinG flaaos 
and black sriokc cxtcndine th-cusandc of foot into tlic clouds, 
Lcal<:inc oil caufOit fire cjxC. flcu.icd throughout the vicinitv. Thoto- 
Graphs confirn the destruction of this princii^al oil stora.^io 
installation, " ' . 

Tvro loconotivos v^ero knocked out r nd siiall fireo %'ere strrtor 
in a possible snail refinery in II^iCIION. Tlio oil stoarr,c facilities 
at mCHON naval base ".verc strafed but no viaiblo dav;iGo rosultea 
althouGh this installation aj^ oared to have boon r^rcviously dc^'v^roo. 
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In riost ar.oas A/l vras abscati llciit or Jicc.-cr. At ICn.u^O 
airficldj Iiowcvcrj tho £iOSt ijatciisc ;u. yet cxioorionccc; in Xorc- 
was OiicoLuitcrcrl. AltlioUra' a'clntiToi|/ li/:lit iii caliber (csti- 
natca aostly ZOc£\ to 4t5i:irih t-c fire \7C.s iiitc:isc cj-C ;.ccur::^tc, 
iit Iccist tv/o jot aiipcrcft sufrcrce Elinor dcux.cG. 

Throacliout tlio aost successful operations of tlic c.ny*a 
strikes, pliotof^raphic pianos of :ilG-12 proxMcor czccUciit . 
co-7crr.Gc. I-To inclications of oiiorjy rac1r,r were D^oscr-voc br PTTiEiT 

riCLilOSi. 



f' 
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ACTION SOISiUlY, 25 iTUIY 1950 



Uith tho mission of stopping tho aavanao of ITortli Korean cround 
forces In tho critical soutli^tostom sector of -Korpa, carrier jilrnos 
arrived oVor j&nociy ^territory boginnin^ tiio norni?is of 25 Julyt 
Relying ui5on aircraft froa HI1S TRIUIJHi to furnish tho bulk of o;.F 
and other" defensive missions, '19 offensiTe.: sorties, ftnd ono dofonsiyo 
sortie left tho dools: of tho V/XUTf PORGE beginning a- 0300. Tlic re- 
latively late launch v/as duo to tho inability of tho shlpa to ^rnvp 
at tho launohine point oarlior, Tho force whs roamed In port oa < 
24 July with roarainc cociplotcd in loi^s thaft eight hours aftor the ^ 
first load oajuo' aboard tho USS VailllET FORGE. Tor perhaps tho firsts', 
time in history, roolcots and 'horabs dolivorcd from a r earning slilp \ 
alonssido a carrier went directly to rails and racks of -^^aiting 
aircraft. As a matter of intorest, tho first offensive aortic Mfas 
launched considerably less than tt';Gnty-»f otir hours after tho pjann- 
ing f 6r the operation had begun, , > 

Elovon PiTJ Corsairs and eight AD Skyr<jidcrs conprisod the first 
offensive strikihg: pianos under a special shccdulc vdiich envisaged,-,: 
having carrier aircraft over the tar&ct area continously through- ^* 
out tho day. The targot area assigned v/as dosianated as a "froe ^ 
navy op;port unity area" since facilities, on tho ground for close 
troop support 'woro not JUAdo cvailable to navy planes, principal 
•targets wei?o enemy troops, arcior and .vchielos, roHing ..stobk, bargpv 
traffic and linos of oOEjiaimioat ion. 

At 0945 oight S9F Itanthors wore launchof to sT/ccp the target 
area. One plane suffered iiiGohanloai: diffioultlcs^-.sp- only. seven ,v. 
jets jnado offensive sorties ♦ 

Returning pilots reported little evidCiioc of any cncay advancG 
td stop* The only troops reported 'v;cro twenty „ to twcntzr-fivp on a 
brldga -Mdway -botvJoon' Songjong-Qi and Poehon-ni, about -35-1517 
126-25E, Strofins apparently killoa si:: to ton. Host poo-^lc sights 
ed t7cro in groups of five to ton"v;orkinG in fields ciid '..'Oro cqgi- 
pogod of 'men, woacn and ohildtcn, ^rhoy usually ignored planer 
overhead, not even loolcing up, ;:^cTcral groups of fifteen to tVv'cnty 
pooplG drosscd in \/hito vcro siGhtcri. The first c,roim v;as strafed 
by ono -Diane in accordance with inform^ion rccciTcd Xx-on the Sixnsr 
that Groups of noro than oight to tch people vorc -go 1:c gonsidorod 
troops, and wore to bo attocJccn. Since the i^rstj pass indiciatcd 
that the -people socncd to be cix'-iliens, other t.io<irs v/orc investi- 
gated by non-firing runs. As they all scociod to bo v/orking in tho 
fields, they wore hot attacked, ;/in installatlpn.-b61icvoa-tO-:bo an •_: 
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^cmmitiOTL storage or^teoy sd^litaff^m^%&XXii%Xm^^'^mS<x^'(y^ pno' 
pass until it toa dctdWlnod to bo 3 pottotf faet|P^ ^So many people 
caj!;io streamings QUt it icaa ta spocui^tlon t]ms^ ^avo Ixion; ' 
Gvao uat oa from tholr hocies aiid had tsOcen • rof ligov lisst? ^Avorfr vraa-^toi- ' ' 
and tJJiildron. " 

About fifteen, troops v/QTo sighted in a rivor, . bod »^ ; 
..about 35'**322T 127-09E, witli whito and blue panels :)sproad» 5iioy^ 
no Qttotipt to hiio and wore not attacked , 

IJo .-tanics worc^ .sight Gd. . About six damaged or burnt out truclca - 
'noto sighted northwest of Kwcinju wltii tnrce other burned out'tmcics > 
sighted in other arois. •■In the middlo. of ICwanjii, ti70 trucks, no-o 
aoyicg, wore strafed. Truoks probably destroyed •v.j'oujr truoiis and : 
six or sovon horso-dravm vohielGS v;cre sighted on tha^road south of ; 
Kwanju. None appQarod to be aoving> .although sovcral people .v/Gro;'■:^• :.: 
soon to juap out of ono trucks Ono vrueic was dostroyod and thr$e<; 
'Others probably destroyed, Tho horsc-draxm vohiclos wcro straf od ■ . ? 
with an estimated three dariagcd. One large ^pruoi:, conplccoly covcr*- 
Gd with brancos, was burned and destroyed four. 'ail es. . south of . I^^ 
. two trucks, yroro.. buKiGd aM. do6troy<jd..i"ivo nilos. TOst of chonjin and ; 
one truck deuaagod noar Son«shon-ni. 

• ■ - ■■- ■ \ ■■■ .. . ■ .' . ■ ■ 'J ■ ■ . ■. . : . \ 

Several pooplo on bicyolos tf/orc sighted, but . none- appeared to. feavQ 
. packs or guns* ■ Several onpty carts .xwro obsorvad- aloise tho vroM - ;" . 
•twQon Kunsaai and Ilnni/on, 

The only live loconiotivo si.r;iitod tvas a small ono' v/lth f our ccrs ■ 
. ^.oout ten. ailcs. north of Si^san, Sla^-Giit wag out of the . assigned; . r 
.4rca, it was. not: attacked. Twenty to thirty bostffarsvand flat er.rs- 
were strafed at I&yanju ^^'■ith ninor dafiage to all. All d^.r^ -rippcarcd 
to bo oapty. The rsjiil yards at Bvon^u wore danaeod .by . one . huidrod 
■pound, boabs and. r-QOjteots, .?<>ur. dojaagod or -i destroyed- locotiotivoe at 
Irl woro not attacked^ \ 

■ ■ ■■ ..' ■■ ■ , . ■■ .■ ' - . ..,1 ■ ■ ■■ ■: .'■ .. • . . ■ . 

Tivo .possible YIJB and- 3 power boats, 'believed to..' btj. Souths Korean, . 
woro sighted at about 35O-40ni 127'^-52»]L, A factory ac t ac .-^orth 
end of ICwan;3u was bcabcd and . daaaecd with tv/o fires started, ..rk-^'^: ■ 
railroad and ad;}aGGnt higliway brlcl-^.o near soncaon-ni {a-bcut 12 .ciilos: 
.south of Ghonju) vroro bombod and -strafed.. One 100i,-v.bOjaD iiit .and.' 
sovoral 500?/- boab near tiisscs afid., soac rockot iiits dcuaasod tnQ.SH. '- 
bridgo • breaking tios. Tho- :h;lghwy. bridge suxfcrad ni.aor, daraagc-. ..' .... 

• -...A largo power plant south of Jiri ^ras attackod by 3 .500;if bojabs,, • ■ .; 
■'.Ono •hit destroyed about a .quortor. of ■ tiio.. installation -A- -IS?: tift^^^ 

at about 35°-28nT 126*^-52»E was boribcd and sufforod riinoro Canape 
to the approaches^ ' . \ ■ :^ ' 

ICur.ijc and *Sonfihon-ni appeared to nave -burned-out scctioriS, and 
4 F-^l's Y/orc observed firing into the. tovm of iwr.'/on Tdtn .^cvoral,.. 
buildings smoking. 

No AA was obsGirvod,. although' there wore soToral . instance a .; of . ; . ■ 
.nalit-arms f iro, and:, ono T^tT had a .^yi g&llbor Ja-ole: in-.tlao^'yrf.ng-.-'.on- / 
.turn. 
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at 1100 wltii 7 AD aliFiO KWT^procoodll^ to tarJP^^^on; ^!imt; 6-8 
troops, on a raiiroaa iiaiit|i?i5r"<«afiowfla®od> by tro^^te^i^e^ak,, wciS'.iigHt^ 
od ^ust aouth or tlio Tillaso ' of Tcaayimg^* Struf'thg tt^tab^fi'-lcillcd' ' 
about half the occupants, It is boliorod, TuC car was headed south. 
Eight probable troops oarryljig^iguas or sticks v;cro observed leaving 
a bOrning hut 5-6 nilcs soutb d£: JEwtmJu, Strafing pr^ibcbly killed 
5-6 • 

Ona truolc waa dijstroyod ^y "burning. It ^pmi)^^ 46 .Ijt?- c<^?^ing, 
POI^, &ad was '-tittaelccd near Santo-rl, t^ro- other t^i-CicJta %n iho ii^o4', ^ 
wore daangcd. Three trucks (1 cariouf la^cd) aad^ ^oops (1 caaou-' 
flawed) v/oro scon botvrcon Kvrangju and Bmauri, :-Ail wor^^^^^ . • - 

Ono jeep \ras burned 5 ailOB south v/ost of lJaaT?oh, 2 trucks wore do-- 

. stroyod and 3 i^amgcd on a aoimtaia hi^ir^ay ^outh of C^iongUp. Qao ' 
arnorod oar was damped near Saachon-ni and anothor daQnae<| south 
if Chongju. pthor trucks strafod arc bblicrod to havo bpoa prcv- 

-lously danagod. ■> . 

'"■ . ' .'■ ■ '-'i' ./^ " '^s-i' -.I' ^w'. ^ !'/ -''r^' ;>'V\:/>iv* .''^^ i^v f'^Vv v. 

One looomotiTc, canouflatad with two bos c:.rs just horth 'of 
Kwanju -was attacked by strr.fing, 1 rocket and 1 iOO=;i ,bQab, Mros ' - 
started ia aroa, , Tv;o box cars and rho loccmtivc v/us domgcd* 
Rail yards in Iri wcro danagod by baibs ajgid rdckcts. 

\ , . ..j--.. ■;. r\% yk.^:' . ■[ \. ■ V-.-.'; .,; , ■ ■ ' //iv..:- :! . ' 'Jv.'? ' ■■^■ ■■■:^'"yX.[ '\f: - -,. T..-;: t 

A railroad bridge, soath of Taon vvas ddatroyod by 500;; baubs, ' • 
Ono span was kijockod out and approaches wt^ro daaagGd. 

' A highvrtiy bridge 1 joilc west of IC\vanfeJu ^/JT suffered ainor 
daoago from rocket hits. ' 

A factory northivost of Kvaangju \/a3 damgod with. HTAS c^d 'cac ' 
500j^- botab hit. The factory hit during tfio carlSor stHr^io img still 
l^uSming and is now judged to be 50% destroyed. 

' ' ^ > r 

■ , ■■ '■'■■^V . '''-^^'y^y-^y.'^::^-^ 

Once again, th6 only /^A observed nas smll tirns fire. ' One /J) 
cone bad: with a .30 caliber hole in the richt horiaotital stabiliacr, 

EnsiGa II. E, Thomson, VI"-5>, haci a f orcod 1 siClur, duo to loss of 
-Ml (cause unknown) at about 34-5er, 127-1321; at 134O. rirdo an 
minjurod;, v;heols-up landiac and ricl^taincc rac'io oonta^-^ for a 
ahort while with plane? overuea.?. Plans for rescue included sonc^- 
ing two carrier planes to Tac^u air Meld la an attcnpt to hi:^vz 
li&J^t pianos or helicopter sont in to pick uts l^iOiisor. Thcwo ^Inncs 
woi« lamchod, ub vjcb one .J}3" as a coaciunication rolav pi.no, iJo 
fuirthor, details are presently available. . ' , - : 

■ a*i2 



The socond jet s^ep coaSia'iplt'-f^^^eisH^' otfhj^0.G BG^%&8i IT^- 
nilltary activity noted along lii3B^. or eaiaijiicatfon. . T/.o parked 
comand oars at K^waagju iUap Field tver©- dapagefl^ 

Loconotive nov,' assossed as pyobably dostroyed. 

TvTO trucks parked near houses tcn.iiilGe. wost 'of ICvrcingJa vrcre 
strafed and daaaeed, Afeout XiXtopn doniG-sJiapccl. cotcrGd rcyotncnts 
were observed on the east . side of Kwangju Mr yield. . 

•At 1400, fifteen offensive sort ios (SB^U and 7^ii>) i^-nd one dcfon- :• 
sivo sortie left the deck*. 5>/o r4Ui3 and 't^ Idcatod 
one oaaouflaged track parked in a drj'' river bed under a bridge five ■. 
xiilos southeast of Kochang and doriaged it by strafing* 

Four F4tJs of VF^54, plus an;i"'4U photo plane, sighted sig friend- 
ly trucks parked' in the vicinity of Sun ch on (34°-56»ir, 127 -,26*E) 
with whito panels and waving white flags • Siz to nine, men vroro 
around; each truck* Fired rockets into building, at pm/cr station 
at Iri, Transfomers were already' burnod but angl no&ativo rosalts 
were . obtained. / / - ■ . ■ 

Railyards at .iamneju,wore again hit by three 500# bonbs, causing 
congldsrabl© dacKifie to tracks cuid the yards,. 

Five ADs of VA~55 caused additional donagc'to trUolxs already, 
hit. Since no nilltary activity vids obscry^^d, four bridges v.'crc 
attacked with boxabs aad rockets. The first brldso ynis a hi£:>hway 
.bj^idjSo on the. southwest corner .of Suhohaiig'. ' .Onp noaj» riiss of a. \ 
50p§ bojiib caused no daQage, . The second high^^T^y bridgo v;as northvrcst 
of the samp tovai. ' Throe, near iiLssqs with ..^OOir bonbs ccuscd pocs- ' 
iblo heavy dainaso. The third hishvjay' bridge \«as four nil os- east 
of tovm and v/as hit with 100;/ bonbs and several near rl^^scs occurr- ' 
..od with 50Qff boribs. . Bridge \vp.3 .datiagod. The Jast briaco. was a 
railroad bridgo just north of Elkeoh (about ten nilos south of.. 
Harawon). A strii^ of twel-O'c 100-;' boribs rosultoft' :in j5.0voral 'dl,poet ' ■ 
hits. Rails and ties were displaced. 

Considerable novcnent (nostly..-pGdestrians) v/as observed in the 
vicinity of the 3^th parallel southeast of Kwangj.u and outside of 
the area assigned to tlic Hayyi Frox-i chatter, on- the ^ilr bctuecn 
"Mosquito Bog" and "Gas llask", it would appear that a-tanlc con-/' A 
centration and a fuel dunp wore iocatod near Choiogsoh, about t'vv'Gnty 
nilos cast of Taejon, and that 2,000 troops wore eoiicontrated^usf * 
above the 36th parallel/ at about ;r27^-40'E, with identity uiiccr 
Ccu-iEiunicat ions between "Mosquito Dog." and Havjr planch ^iv;cre never 

•satisfactorily acheived except in. isolated instances. 

■ ' , ■ ^- ■ . 

On the railraod running northeast fron Kwan^ju, rails arc , out. 
fron a point five miles north of the city for perhaps ton nilos. 
Pilots est inatcd that aluost half of the. higlav;ay .bridges in the. 
vicinity of Kv/ongju were destroyed. 



ACTION Sl^ili^T: 26 JULY 



Shifting to the oast and noptjfet, the oa3?r±er Jlay off pohang-dongj • 
on the oast coast of Korea, early on the norning of 26 J'dly» .fx<xa 
hero, sho launchca. tho Na'^,7-»s contribution to close air suppoyt '' 
over the rapidly changing' front linos* Tito Corsair night fi^iitors, 
throG night JiDs, four ADs, five P4Us a^d an photo piano oonsti- 
tutod the offensive sorties on tho ©730 laaiich. Fpiir othgr Corsairs 
nado up tho rose uo sortlos, ana ond A]>3V/ toamed Mtih' two: ?4r^ 
from HMS TRimSPH for the single dofongiTTo gbrtlo.,. 

Tho missions for tho various divisions woro a result of inform-- 
tion conoorning onoiiy dispositions issued hy the Ari^iy ancT Air Force 
at Taogu last night. Tactical Air Control parties based on ICorod 
established cooriunioations v/ith tho strike planes and assigned •thoia ■ 
varipus targets in or noar tho llorth Korean front lines. 

Support I, consisting of the night olononts of the Air Group, " 
the photo plane and his escort split into tv/o sJ^O'^ps r C)v:or tho area, 
Tho four tighter tytjc aircraft saw action only bot\<«adn iTonpung 
{36 -46tN, 128O00»e) and Mungyong (36°-i^4»lT, 128^-^06 »E) whore 
"Piclclcbarrol", an L^17, veotorcd' thon 06 8 vchiclos which, .wore ' 
parked along the side df tho rotid. Five trucks, brio araorod jeep, 
one roconnaissance car, and what appears to be a t'^nlc v/cro, straf od 
with rockets and nachino guns by the four aire3?aft. snolcing . three 
trucks and. Inflicting dojaago to the" others , • -"Kio pilots , ropof^od 
a possible hit and a near niss with rockets, followed' by runs, / 
with aOiiQ* The daoaged trucks showed holes froa riins , although" 
the tatgots did not burn, and photos show bursts loading to tho vo- 
' hlclosi The arnorod jeep and taalc ivorc cariouflasGcl. v,ith- trees and . 
shrubs, and the reoonnaissanQO . car. with cloth spread o-^'cr it, ^<LX 
the vehicles wore parked on the shady side of tfto road iltliizing 
the doooption affordod by. shadov? to;t;ho iaasiiii^ 

The "throe AD ^Is of the other group f ollovTOd the vjxbiig rbad. to 
Tacjon, never finding a target^ Their bonbs were all jettisoned " 
in the nountains, and th6y returned to the ship with- tlitir rockets* .. 

Tour ASs reported over Tp.ogu r.nd roccivod spr.ic txvij froa friend- 
ly forces, tlicn were callod for soric strikes, against su.p-^'>ly hoxas 
at ■ NOQson {35 °-25 'IT, 127^24 Tvro lOO-fi and two EYi^l^s'vraro ^ 
dropped with unobserved results. At 0* san-ni ( 35°-35 'li", 127°-24»E) 
-three $00{^ and two 100;,-- hit a red tile a-mrohousc and loft :ono' end 
burning; Still on call. to the TAC, tlio pianos droT^pod 7 '500f/, 
20 100#, 21 IIV/iHs on a snail town 7-S iiilos iJIIE of Yon-sdong. On . 
rctirciicnt, the town was burning in scvoral locale a.' During the 
flight, friendly vohlclos wore scon proceeding west, fron Taegu and 
oast froQ linos near Tacjon. ' 

iaso'on the hop, 4 Gorsai^s, who preceded the ADa into their - . 
targets, scored a near niss on the ivarchouso at Oiisan-ni; Results 
wore unlaiov.'n daiucgc. At ti^o little town :m}E of- Yongdohg, they used 
500i{* bocibs and rockets to stajrfc scattered firbSj whioh tiio ABs 



3-04. 



' ■ »j_ : • - / 

Gd "burning, H^s, 'whioh toned^j^i^n^tcift^^ A oil woro pros- • 
ont. On t ho road noWby> 2 burned-out tttnlss^wiilp.aightodf^ aad Ji. . .. 
, truck was strafGd^ and dacifigGd. : . . .- 

Eight noro offonsivo sortlos tool: off at (5945 v/hon two divisions 
of F9Fs struclc at coxanuaication lines botwoon Suwon and TacjC)fl« 
One pilot gtrafod and killed a hopso pull tng -a horse cart on tho 
road botv/eon the tv/o cities, Pcopio ^vctc soon noving along roc ds 
with no apparent general direction of travel. Those po'opio appoar- 
od to oongregato arduhd voaiolds, already dGstroyod to vmvo off attaclsif 
ing aircraft. Hoar Chonanj- a string of well-'str^if ed boxccxs wore y 
ofescrvod, and between Sawon- and Tacjon the road v/as littcrod v/ith • 
hundreds of destroyed vehicles •.• At Ohoohiwon,. one division loader ■ 
strafed the only truck which appeared intaet, "daLiaging it. IJoaJf 

the trudicf' he observed 6-8 destroyed tanks* '.' 

' ■ " ■ ' ■. ■ ■' • ■ 

At 1115, the second group of propeller aircraftvfcrc launchOd, 
sending out 15 noro offonsivo sorties and 1 defensive- sortie. The *■ 
photo plane and his escort vrore sent fron Taoga to tfijongbu { 37-44?N,: 
127-03E) hoar Seoul to take pictures of troops* I?one could be 
found. 'At Suvron Air Eicld, both, planes strafed ojrid destroyed a » 
previously danngcd IL-10 and a previously dGJiiagGcl B-26, The fornor j^- 
burnod fron their fire, The pilots saw the porfv/ing pruablc and . 
fall off as a result of their fire on the latter. 

Sovon Corsairs were directed to Yongju, where they watted to bo 
stmt on tho target for half the flight. Once directed dsalnst; . 
the target, they strafed 3 trucks, exploding tvra and doaaging a 
third canouflaged truck. - 55io5'. reported Tongju, and ;Pi«iggi burning. 

Sis: ADs went with the- F/j.'CJs to YonejCv/hbrc they bonbcd TiR tunnels 
in the vicinity of 36^-5^111, 128°-25»E. Eight 5G0# biobs.vroro. 
dropped on the 'first, which was. diflnltcly donagod. Joining the 
Corsairs, they bombed and destroyed.. 25/& the orciiarft inwhieh one. ■ 
.of the' destroyed trucks was hidden. On ' retiring;' frgci the area, 
tv/o ' trucks . parked ih Punggi woro bonbod, straf od, • ■and destroyed. ' 

A relatively high aiioujut of (iiuariunition 'espcndcd resnlte^^ frou '■ 
"both lack of suitable targets and ovorloading tho air controller.. 
Ono. TAC had 7 F^Hs, 6 ^IDs, and 4 F-51s. iTo nore than or.o division 
of planes can be adequately controlled by a v^inglo o on tr oiler. 

'■ \ ' '. . ' . . ... . . " . 

The four ?4Us on. the rescue ■r.iiSslon f ailed to find nr_y Inforna- 
tion concerning the doomed pilot, Q?hc downed airoro.ft and aolicop- 
tdr woro both strafed and destroyed, .■ Already the cnciiisr iiad partia- 
lly cariouflagcd both craft, HcarPosang, (34-161I, 127-053) consid- 
erable noTcnent v/as noted, on highv/ays. Several truekjs in tiie town 
and" 40-50 along tho road to tho' cast wore . disc over ed ps'-rkod and 
oaiiouflagcd, ■ Many were driven into l->aGkyards, against tiic beck " 
of buildings,' Two blovm-out tonics wore observed - one in posonc,, 
tho other at(jj4°-44'lT, 127o-00»E) , : One truck bore a white .dicjaond 
.'Tlth a red circle inside painted atop the cab. Strew and branciies 
fron trees vroro the proia|lnont instruncnts of. ciinoL^flagc, . Returning 



to iCabgu, the planes xrorc arciod vi^tif^tipala'bs- tijo, Air Fqroo# 
' in'tho Posong aroa, clostroydg > '^6c3ss^*-pr<s^|jly clcstyoycC 2, 

'.11(1 danaged 5 norc, ^ andctornincd nuribor of tWops vj^>i''C- possibly "^^^^ 
.illcd in fires start od by. natjalrv drops irt tiio stirQdt and on four 

smll building .south of ■YUna'uhriii {3'4^471T.j i27i-202). Si;: actorcyclos 

and a jeep Wore scon noving oast timi toaQn^f^ ail c'anouflagcd with 

branches* 

At 1315, 14 offensive sorties and 1 dGf ens iTo sortie v;orc lauiiohod, 
Pour -I'LDs, dircctod to....«?wipo out" Yoned;diig, hit th(> ,to\va with napalra, 
leaving it burning - ff c-Moly . Tron horc > they wore sqnt to n lai' ^ 
bridge T,TOst of the tOTto, Tt>CicrG" onc hit with a .lOOjr^ '^^^ ono 
with a, rocJcot'daaagcd. the span.,. Qn a road ViSl/. one and u-half niios— ^. 
fron'Yongdong, ooaouf lagcd vohiolcs wore- .b.cx3.bfid,, strafed, and roblc-* 
etod, whero it is conservatively as 5ur.iod tiaey destroyed 1 truok,^ ■' ■ 
Noarby, tvro lOO^f bombs v/ere dropped on a sr.:all village, ignitinci 
two firo3» Another village wAs rocjcctod and sot afirG;' ono noro ' 
villase was strafed with 20rxi. Dbservatioiis gave ntjWs of relatively 
large nunbers of friendly troops novinri MV.faron .V^p..G {35-59Hi 
1.28-25S) to Kunohon, with vohiolca ani3 artillery in cbnpany* 

Four F4Us on the way into, the target, sighted two friendly trains 
hoadGd north; ono vdth all bosqars and the #*3ie:p v/ith sono-fiat 
cars apparently carrying heavy mechanized ociuipi-.iont. Also seen 
v/oro two bltiwn~out tanks just ivost of Yonfidong, "Svo to three i'lilcs - 
west of tovm TAO sent. then, after "20 trucics" in t^iO- volley i .w3ief2JQ . 
they, exploded car.iouflQgod aanunltion 'stool: piles" and trucks under.' ■ 
camouflage with nore cxmunition. Three trucks. Ttfci^c buync^fi and 2 
nore vrero daiiaged. Pilots believe tho controller ostinie.tod the 
caaouflaged piles of ariQunition to be trucks, so' there were jirobably 
3nly 6-8 trucks in the area. ME of this targot, they strafed a - 
-r^riall village, 'where the huts caufjxit fire as if oil or vehicles wore 
hidden withing , At Yongdong, • eight 100?:-', t vro. JOOjJ^i sad one. naDaln 
bOEib started fires, ' ■ ■ " ' " 

Four P/fUs and two ADs vrore dlrciStca frca Muiigyons (36-44i7, 120-052) 
MJ to Tonpunfc, Virhcro they started fires v; it h each of 4 napaira bonbs, ? 
They v/crc directed to boi'^ib'a nari-ow sketch of cliff road t Swards^ r 
.:Huiagyong and stock traffic, Tvfenty-ninc HViiKs, eight 100#, and 
four 500^ bcabs aaf.iagca the road badly, leaving it passable pnly 
to light traffic, Halfiray bctv/ccn thc,tv;o cities, a destroy;ed 
tank appoarod, possibly oho ..strafed on the noi^nihg strike by the 
photo piano. At 360-45^^, 128°-03»E. on the rocd, they saw 12 tru6k^ 
destroyed J Half a nilo .£35 of Yohpaiig streaf od a oaaoaflagod truck 
\Tith gOam, darjag.in6 it. An Air- i"' ore e report oir aiiti "-aircraft 
at 37°-02»N, 128--19.5'I3 was iaterccptod. 

Eight offensive sorties and 1 dofonsive sortie 'T,:crc lai.uichod 
at 1715 for theiist launch of the day, l!hc B Corsci-rs hit Chongsan > 
and set fires, then bonbed and probably destroyed n snail villdge . ■• 
5 niles Siy of Taejon, Moarby a* power station vas dniiogcd with 
fires being startpd in the . transforacrs.. • 



After a aa y of laa il qM reftie th&. f <spce. ratQtned to tbe 

Tallow Sea whsre plena a were launohad G7ikS. to ;bBgin the day' S'- 

string pf $6rties in close suppoit/ of gro^^^ first 
launch aent out; 16 off ansivo s ci?t;ii^a (TAB, 9 ^ijUly-i 

sortie (1 AD3W -ASP) , and 2 na paid tost sorttcs (AD-4), At 0S15 ■ 

8 more offonslvo sorties (8 headoql. east on a SYv'eop up tho 
woat ooast to Kunsan» All othor off aiisivo s orties report t d 
, oontrollers' -in vo'ipge'.fliupiiBdrt'' ^ v. ' 

Ono division of the- jots .oiiookGd Mokpo Ai 
desartafi, but titey did sqg 5 ipcomotivos; Althougii four wbro ' : 
alroady fenockod out, tho -Jth was strof od, with somo smiio ob- • 
sorvod. This looojnotivo was probably dostroyod. Hoar- ^S^^-flSJ'If, 
126 -5p.*E five trucks wore, soon, onl> 3S of whioh wcrq undjasiagod, 
Hhase wopo strafed and probably des'troyod. lioarby, aw obseriration 
post and fothoi OS were strafed with unobsorvcd results. One 
truck In Mokpo was soon and blown up. in a strafing run, !i?on 
. miles. KtB of Mokpo, a handcar -was atrafod. and probably dost ro 

The othOr division of jots strafed scase buildings, at Ewangju 
Airfield, and 1 oaffioyflogod truck or tank, in.tho •Hciaity, With* 
out posi-tivQ idontlficntion, it TOSt be :ov6luat^c^^^ 
da.magod,.. .Kunsan Airfield appQ«rod miusody ■ but- 3 boxcar^ find^ 
tb-nk oar lyorc. strafed nearby, iSigso, unfoi^tttnatoly , aj^oarod \ 
pro Yiously doiOGgcd. i hcrsacsrt , 5 ailos wcat bf Vonggvmng 
- .( 35 -17 ^N, ;1260-27«£1) , WGS destroyed with its load of sup^^^^^ 

As on -previous days, the piiots saw groups of poople an v^fMte 
shirts, apparently working in. th a fields; but the poopla paid no 

'^ttoht ion : to the plone'a, . In. oho . village" e imo.at' ovary backyard ■ 
appeared to have a group of pooplo gatharod nrbund on unidonti- ^ 
f led obj ect . UpOn .rot^rn to the ship, . the outgoing.: pilots; wore - 
cautioned to inves tig^ to . jfllorQ fiilly and attack if/timstci parties 

;.appoardd to ba -enoiiiy,- ■ ■ " . 

.B'our AD-4a ropOrtod:.;.tb TAC and moi? ovot Tinmol^m^ 
. 128°^11 '.S) for close support. : Qn this toVm thoy dropped 3 nq.pTilxa 

and 2 250# fragmentary bombs fsnd strafed in tvv-b runs. "^^ M • 
. wbro roport-;d and" it^ls .ovoluqtod as daj3sg.jd. " Mlov^^ 
Nao:Son-chon River bast, thoy strafed v?hnt the oontronor doeig-.. ■ 
^-natod- OS onomy trying to cross 'the rivar frbn north to sputh.v. . 
One pilot saw pecks and riflos, iind in strofing ru.n$..rth■o>5ii'6ts■ 
. roportod an undetoriOinGd number o/. animals in eoxap&ny 'and.^iaon 
killed, Roturntng west to Yongafii-ni ( 36°-36/H, 128^^00*1, thoy 
hit the town with all romnining bombs and ro electa. Straf ing . - " ■. 
rruns .followed after TAC cxplainod that our tropps Jaad been 
bothorod last nigjit by fire from that town. Fivo^'b^^^^ 
barn-like' in appooranoo, were soon -burning iatqII- on rot iromont. - . 
Evaluation is probably dostroyod,. following targsts. ware o.bs.Grvod' 
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on' the, roturn trip; J^trtocn :t£ia'to;'oft?.t^^^ 
from Taejon (showing^ pattcls), Inrgo RR iasta jiffticns,. 14 
warohouaos, 15 truolcs moving-north froia tbc warobcmsca,^^^^^ 
diQSol ^unks all at Yongdang, which is aeross troa tho pisrt of ■ 
Kunson. Small arms 'fire was thrown pt ihosn. oh qU thrco targets, 
on whlQh they mdc runs carlicsr, Woathcjr dcoroasod to 35OO* . . 
oollirtig; and rain at Tea j pa and eastward,' 

TiLQ eight Corsairs wqpg sonfc to Yongdong ivhoro.. tho divisions 
split botweon two controllers, Ono difisioix droppod 4 500# 
. bombs on a caroouflqged tank, oho of which hit iloar anough to ■ .■ .,. 
turn it 900, The TAC invcstigat'od, ovaluatcd it dastroyed, so ■.. ' 
directad tho plane to another oamouflagGd tank 200 yards away. .. . 
8 100# bpnba and 21 HVARa blow ccmouflago off .torgot Tsut darnagG . 
was hard to obsorvo duo to stoop volloy. Evaluation - dn-nnc,oQ, 
Ono 100# bomb hit a row of undoterninod camouflaeod mounds , but 
damage was undo tor ad. nQd, V^rcshousos at Nonson (36 -.12 'N,, 127*^*05 'E). 
and ICUnsan woro strafod with nogativo results . 

BiQ other division.was direotod to an apparontly. oaisMsuflagod 
tank, which was found to ba a fiold piooo whon the oa'ifflDUf lago . 
was blown off near tho ond of tho rah, ^ Proviously 2 hits and ■ 
noar misses with rockots wore scored through tho campuflago... 
Dostruction' could not bo .detormriad., so it mat bo .ovoluatpd . 
as damagad. At Nonsan a striiifi of alrondy strafod boxcars' 'ws« . 
aoen* \ 

A VC-3 division of 1 F4tJ-5N md AD3Ns were- also iKuhohGd as 
a support group. Two of the IDs flow to Tacju, whore thoy land- 
ed and lot off a liaison officer from tho Air Group IITO staff , 
!EhQ\Corsairs and £Ds ware directed to a small cshyon 1^^ of Ybng- 
• dong towards Simohon-nl supposedly containing troops and tho tank 
which tho other Corsairs damaged, .:Two fragmentary bombs and 1 
500# bomb wore dropped, but the area was so difficult to navigato'. 
in that the pilots could not check on the de ma go donG. Sight 
rockets and 20mm ammunition was thrown into tho sarae area with 
unobserved- results. Hiis valley had a large cavo at tho end, 
Near tho valley, the 2 ADs, vdiLioh had gone to Taegu, joinod the * 
other planes over 2 sxaoll villages. Said to bontaih. onany troops, ' 
tho 2 villages wore hit wfith 20m, 29 HVARs, I: napalm,, and $ 
500# bombs; and they, were loft burning fiorcilty. The evaluation, 
is 2 villagos probarbly destroy Qd, ^ ' 

"At 1045, 14 mrQ offcnsivo sorties {6 AD , 8.]?4'U) and I dcfen-" 
sivo sartio {AD3V/) were lounGhau, v«itii tho sane nis 9 ions as in 
tho first launch, . Bion at. .1230 , 8 59^ sorties sv/opt mo .rriil linos 
and roads of tho wostorn seaboard. again, • 

One division of jots strafed 20^30 loaded carts at Yongdpng. 
destrpying 7. . Whoola and other ports wore sgen. to fly ..off dur- 
ing the run. Fivo oil oars, probably alroQey-hit u'oro strafod 
with no a pp.arent damage. At Hondofc- {35'^-3i*N, 126.°-42.*2;). they - 
strafod and dostroyod .1 qamouflagod truck .and damogod 2 more. 



■ ' '■' .■^::?v'^.l^fvf .. .,. ... ... ... ,. .... . . 

'*:ma.Q othisr divisi^ flow f Irdffe , ta^Mich&aftt. Jafc^^3t*K.. XH^^^Y 
where tliey buyned' l^ruclt snd 4'aaia6'0d'"2' abto3» pPRjca, i>t al?Qut 
5ii.°-.52«U12?6A5'5»E tlioy ljurnod a' tiruclf r«ad Eft StWMsiow doatgcoyed 
1 more*'" Hero, they further strsrfed 3 coal oars aa^ 5 bcixo?.rfl 
beoauso for a . possibility of tti.dd'^m troops ♦ Just aerth, l^tey 
probably destroyod. 1 trucJc, ^ ' : . ■ ' 

Four F4Us wore sent tc Mokpo ('34°-45'Ifi 126'^-23*B) to htt-ship- 
ing* ^ Dropping 1 500#, sovoral 100# boabs/ aM^ K^^ 
sanlc- 2 frgightGrs and 2 tugboats, Vdiiph Vf^rp*i!^Qtually obsorved 
to sink beneath tho surfacV* - 0^if3^^:^:5^ <^c>pk> : but . 

damagQ was unknown, . riyihgviiprth' to: 2; : 

fighter air strips about 6006 » long, iapparohtly built o^^^ 
oley, 25 milos north of Mpl^pi/ v-Ko aGtiTity^ .pl&hesy p.r. build- 
ings wore saoh tharc, ~ 

•Hio othor four Corsoirs and six Skyraido^'s flow t0 Ncnaan 
wh-oro tho flight loedor 'acted as TAG, On thp, i^jRy .in, th.e g^roup: 
..assoiSSds tho following damg at burned 1> truck on the diko- Q6roe$ 
a .panai;- north, of ^onsan, burned 1 truck in a sa£ill . yilla$o 2. ". 
rail oiB- .SW Nohsiaii , ■ a M J>r obab ly da strcy od a • apt orcyGla- a ndt : sldg cax 
1 ipilG SW 0 f Nonsan, ' All thoso vohiclos •wero capi^uf lagod with 
JDS ttiag or straw, , - |n a.nd..;boyond, Nonsan,. they :Q.c9PJH^liahcd . tita 
fdilDWingVVdanEgGd Ndnsba:.\^ ( 8. f iros ' startpdJ..,> burBcdv ' 2. 

ioGps north'-of tho city , probably dostroyod i truck, in the city 
With napalii; burnad 1 bus on tho HE ccrn.cT. of t£5wn, .and ;des.tra^^ 
«d 1 tan^ (#315) 5 ailps .oast, of . tcwh*': . Oh ' the rot urav . 
Gorsaira bufnod transformors, dsiiiiaging a pdwor ststlph 2 irilQ 
south of JCanggyang: (too pilot strafed, a long buildihg'ju^^ 
of Nofijaan, wh^Gro he' o^^^ oourtyard, ■»a 

boliGVas t^hat troops V7or prbsont, for ho' racqivod .6 hoios p,a 
his wings ;.6.n^ tail surfaces fron ?.n]a IX arms fire* ■ 

At i3V5, ' the third support group- of the 'day was launehod , 
fiaiding 15 offonsivo sorties ( 4 Ar),^2 ..ArrN, /8 -F4U, 1 . ' . , 

and 1 dofansiv© s6rtio.. .UI>3VO* 33hi3h', at 15:30>: the .$ 2^ff . swo^ep . 
;..'vraB al3Q. launehod.' ■ ■ ■". /.. ■ 

Ono division. hl,t-.'.tht3 cpast at Mokpo. and atr?Tifod a -stationary . .• 
train which hQs bson ovaluatod as alrbady daciagod,^ Howavpry 
subsoquont strafing, runs dostroyod 1 larga' oll Btd:^ag.'2 tank . 
aaii do mage d 3 sanpans: nGx t to tho quf? y v;a il, On tho s ou th ; ' 
QdgQ Of King j on (34°- 37*I^ 1269-16 'S) > tho pilots: olaiAiod. 4 . trucks 
burned, and' 2. ddnasod.. Those targets .wsro. .^la a stocJsasdP* . Posmg 
found. two iaoro trubka danaged by., our piiats,. ' 

Ih'o othei^ division went farth(ip .'fl'c7u-t^^ 
'(34°-50*N I26°*.43tE) where thoy -probsbly^^^d 3 trUpks,: ; ■ 

Although moving' whon spotted , they- stoDp.adj ana tr.oops pourod . . 
f ram thoia. - At Siiasong-rii ( 340^51>K: l26"^-5o»H): 2 trtieks wotpo ■ &as^ 
aged. Fivo trucks {probably aintmnition) explodQcr on rron 
Hadonfi .t.p. Chin^^.u, Just- ea^t of tho far^pr,.-; At. K^svra 2.5 . Xu;iks 
.wore sightjpd'; no aption,.- bocauBG .no.> afiii3ju.nl^ ' ■ 'j 



• i V ■ ■ :■■ ■/-/--''■■;.-'>■>>-■■...■..' y^^'-.^^-^^ ^ ■■ ^y'.' ' '.-^ M"-"'iy.y- 

.. '-Four ADs roporte^to TiC ^t'taai^t^tig* iD^v^^- UpB^od 
the firs ti tunnsl nolWi tho city «,%s oa«\iplt3lH8r enociy'trooj^i^' 
th« socond one north by friendlios. Fotjr 'H^^pxila hit& ^.vora {jeit, 
into tho tunnel, after which largo qtianitiSB of bleeic sEioKr 
issued frora tho onds. This toreot is ovfjluated as dr.nagcS with 
countlogs loss of livos. Pilots oould soo tiia front limsa front 
Kielr position at the tunnel, for jnaay vfiilto and Ot)rlaQ panels 
woro showing to tho SE. Throe villages wcr a 'burning, evsluo tod 
OS daiaoged. In one . of tho villagos a napGlct oxplosjoa. sent u sgq 
of firo tho v/holo]Qngth of one? pf its stroetc 'Olcohon was strafed 
with no Qpparont damago. Ono hus was dataaged between Koaggyong 
and Nonsari. Oromsan end pilot confirm t^o direct blt;s vjith 100// 
bombs, on two warehouses at "S:0hgdQng. ■ Wast of Tohgdoag a barse ' 
was burned on rGtircisiGnti " ■ ' - v ^ - 

Four CorsairQ reported to TAG at Hajachong (37°-33'K, ISS'^-IZ'S) 
and aado runs on 5 uncaciouflaged tanks^ t%vo ©f which v.'Gre already 
burned out. Two hits with HVAH on 1 tank knockod off the right . 
tread. Moving south and 10 jniles' to the west of SanQ|u thoy bo llbw 
od, strafed, and roolco tod. troop positions .'^top a laountGin,. by ■• 
direction, but no activity, was noted,. Snail -Qrjg^ fijFo *»as r^(i^ 
eived over the tanlcs and at Isho troop' positions *:.'tiM:^^r^ 
hit with 1 shell. » . ^ 

The other, four Ms oould not contact Control]- or over Ynng- 
dong or Sangju, a It hough the latter v/as: seen to hqv^o nunoroua 
trucks azid tsnks spotted below hin. Continuing nerth, they 
contacted UliOf three niles south ef Hr.xnchang, vitio dirqctcd them 
to hill at 36°-31*N 128O-0l»E, where aw troops had been sight- 
ed. Hero, they dropped 2 250# iiio^Jfldltiirids and fired 20r3ffl eh^ 
21 HlZriRs, . TACP said that the traops wore "jotting out of .their' ■ 
cover and running a U. ovor» so they strafed end rocket od the 
positions agaici*'. . ■ . . ■■-•-.'. 

TC-3 flew 1 F4U-5N and 2 iiD3N to Yong'^iong vhero they sot 
fire to 3 villages vdthin 3 miles of tho city to the v^cst. 
On« nQpalni'waB put into a tunnel, whioh T.iC rep-^rtoa as housing 
■/tOO troops, in tho same locality. These tv,": teit^cts arc ovalu'^t- 
ed as : the same which tiie 4 jiDs hit, and tho tunacl as the sacie ■■ • 
also, ^tois would iseko 5 bits in all in tho tunnel with napaln. 
In n valloy to tho cast, jaany strafing runs wore nado, r'lorirg which 
20cm and 14 HVi»Rs ware fired, T^iC srid 20C tmopB wore loct-ted . 
thero# On tho runs nany p6rpoj|nel woro seen to fall.. .Other 
strafing runs waro.iaadiq on canouflagcd targets :TSlth. undotowjinecl : 
resultB^-.-- ■■ 

At 1630, the last launch for the day soht- i4 'o-ff-caaivs (8 'Jft. U, 
S ad) and 1 defensive ovor/tho tftrgdt arfiwa -40 %h-o 

ag close support aircraft, 

Six ADs ■ repor ted to TikP at Hamchang, from where they were dir- ■ 
octed to a hillside about 5 niles SVl'ot the town along a siaall - 
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s^eam which runs ^^f^ Havjit" b«L(^«tpH'*|iaJ«fcliidiyo"W3i'o trQopi* 
vdio had b0a& botharaffg our two|jft in tl^e VQllefff -^hoy ^axopped 
everything tut thoir iuosMisrlpfa' ea the hiligido,L following 
these runs with strafing runs usiiftg all thair ^munition cn tho 
aroa . Oh the west s ide of a hili, they destroyod & scoi]. viHago 
with incGndiarios.- 

The 8 FiiUs wore directed to Namwoa (35P-24*N, 127^-2^ • . 
whora TiiC dirooted them to bttrn as much ©s possibljB of the 
town, keapins a sharp Xoolcout. for parked vohlolxig*^^^^ 
wore- dostroy ed with 2 d Ir ec t HYiiR hit s , Gno truck and - 1 jo op - 
were daoeged in the tewir The town was evali^t'^^^ • • ... 

Three miles east, runs with rocJkobs pa reported vohlclas, unseen 
by pilots, grettod no visible daaagoSi.. S^UL gaLlbgrr ma.eh^-ne. . , 
gun fire, came from.Namwon« v. ^v.'- • ■ ' 



■■•■29' JIJXT 1950-''' ^ . : 

Jollowing the same gGnoral missions' as , yostordnj , carrier 
■ pianos hit targets near the front lines aaiouind Kadeng, The Wavy 
was glvenvlts own bomb line G^rifl privcto area ..to destroy roods 
and aiaswor any other c?:ill missions, directed "T^riG in the vicinity, • . 
At .lOOQ,* the first group of planes returned f 3fom :a4 offensive', 
sorties (8 «nd 8 F4tJ) md 1 ai>fecsivc..,sortl 

'SlhQ jot sweep, launchod at 0830, split, into 2 ^ivisi as^^^^^^ 
yesterday, Tho first of those swept Kunsan (35 -58»N, 1^6 -42»|),' 
ChongJu (35°-49»N, 127°-09*JS)^ and Kone^u (36^-27*11, 127°-07»S} 
where they strfif ed 3 previously damagod vehicles . - 02iaa 2nd div^ ■ 
Ision hit farther east near Nauiwcn (3$ -25*N, 12?^-22*S1) where 
they strafed throe BR cars ottaokod yesterday , it CShinan thoy 
'hit and damaged a small vehicle , Several trucks near caiunsrnc-ni 
were let go be<5ause tho airorsft could not stirofo tho mountain- 
side road. Two columns of t TO ops were seen to seattor into « 
nearby house in Kamjangni, so the planes strafod tnc buildin.* ' 
At Kaltam^ni (35°-30«»V 127°-08»S> 2 oGnouflogorJ trucks were 
probably destroyed. ■ ,. ■ , . . 

Bacjc with the. prop9-,v./i.'^ .F4Us dropped one clustor nf -IncGiv . v' . ■ 
diaries on g warehouse near the Sonch'-'n-ni rail yards, starting., 
sovorol smoldering fires. To tho south of town c. RH and on 
adjoining highway bridge sustolnod deinGiees; the forncr. from a • 
near xaiss with a 500# . bomb , . end tha latter froH a direct hit \ 
with a 100# bomb in the approach. No mti-airoraft^was ^sndount * 
ered. Two fires from yestor^ys ^attocka were soott stilj; iburning . . 
at Namscai during the fllghti ■ 

Four more FWs ho-.^ard a • o ontroll a t^ Hadong ( 35*^-- 05 127-46E). 
yelling for. many fighters, so they diverted bofiir^ reaching . . - ■ 
Kochcing (35°-40»^, 127°-54'E). at the target, by direction of ^ 
the controller, they found at lOQst ^0 vehicles pn tha roa^I-^St 
of town. Two of these vehicles were reported OS definite t2Sfli»* 



damagod 10 jaorsv ^ iBIn^ liM -'^ -i" 

1 hit and bum a double wairohouso, 0tii^?fijJ^3J&^ 
Then In a rbolcet run, throe hit another ^ai'dhOu^^^ 
into flame and sprgad aedly. Other rooko'ts fired Into the to'^^ 
may have oausod damaga', but v smoke Qbs.Qur.ed results ; .1 tovm dGia-. 
agod. Many poople along t^o rc«d war o strsfod wi 
results. In tho vohicls area , a tomporair'y gun mplaceiaqnt, throw- 
ing up heavy machino gun fire was strafed end silencgd, - Around 
the tc^vm, thoy saw the itDs hitting the targot aleq, 

At Anui, ..a controllGr took liio ,«Ds a road v4iioh n^eedod ' 
cutting, with their bombs thQy\«o.ct5mpiish6d^ t^^ ■ 
starting rockslides- in the canyon with 2000# bombs , Further 
dispatched to Hadong, thoy burned 1 reoonnaissanco par. in^ the 
oonter of a bridge. Wlldv^iflg runs dambgod thg bridge with a- ■ 
hole -from a . 50b# bomb on the SV/ end. As • the Corsairs hit the 
town, tho ADs also started fires with their, napalm*- Some 100# ■ ': .. 
bombs and rockets hit 2 school houses containing troops. ; .l -tr^ 
was Strafed and dana god. Three miles M of Hadong a 100# bomb 
burned and do stroyod anoth or truck-. . ■ Other vehicles dama^god^ were 
1 Jeep and a' truck. Still, another truck bearing trdops w^^ burn- 
ed. At 35^-25 *N, 127°-35*E a f lat-bottomod iDoat was daaogod 
and ma % .people killed by. strafing runs, five lailos SV/ of Najwo 
1 truefc was destroyed, and in town a 250# ^ff^f^Enentatiph b^ 
was dropped • Mbhy ' targets a ro to be found ■ near both Had dng and- 
Kochang, arid this information was passed to the sweep (i030) 
about t'o be launched, 

At>l?30 , the 1. defensive - ( AD3W) and 2h of f ensiye ( $ f 9?, . 4 AD:^ 
fi ffitli* 2 Al)3N, .2 ffW-SP) Of the days... aeeond. group la 1^^^ 
pi an ea returned imcteima god, 

Tho two photo planes flew north to the rood hers r Anui, where 
the ADs starfcsd a rooks lido earlier this mornihg,, ' Althbagh the 
cloud coverage made photography difficult, they took- a few pic-" , 
tures of the area,, and roper tod the i^oad only partia.ilj^'.bl^^ 
.Item thore , thoy went to Namwon tinder the' ccntrol of "Mosquito ' ''^ 
■Charlie^. ..Here ^ they eacplodcd 1. .amaynition truck, burned another, 
daiaaged another, and da.iaagiSd a bus. With F-^s, ;S'-.5ls, dnd our 
own Jets thoy atrd'fed. tho town whore fire a were started, 

The ftJur .ADs from VA- 5 5 and 2 AD^s frpm TC*3 w^ro direotad . 
to a small town just to the S\'/ of Yongdong, vifeorG they dropped . 
everything they, carried except 1 napalm, . Fir ds erupt od all 
through the teum, and reports. indicate that it me 70^ destroyed,. 
A school h'->uso on the sdgo of town, ■ ficaigna^od a division head- 
quarters of KK troops by the oontrollGr, vxas thoroughly strafed. 
Other targets hit were 1 Jeop burned, 3 miles M pf -.fQQjGn5, and 
t truck 'damaged 6 miles SW of Ta.ejon, vLGM HUDSON bheoked at 
Nojlsan to observe the two trucks, he had. banbad vdth napalm yes-- 
tarday. Bother wero ..destroyed,. f3o the/tiruok a yaluated as . 
probably destr&yed ye&tsr.@Lay. is' now destroyed* 



^ ' The- jcjts sont tvi^teifisions 'on' -li30 ai^fc'|>«.' -Ono division 

hit and probably delfroyed 1 oamouflagcd truck m Ntampyong ( 35*^03 
126^--50*E) and probably dostroyed another botwodn Kwnng'^u and 
Hwasun,' One large horsocart and passongprs woro strafod in the 
samo vicinity, destroying the cart; 1 .VQhlclo botwoon Ewong^u 
and Hadong was dajnagod. Ui^^or TACi thoy strafod building along 
river ontra no 0 at 0*hVranggumni (34 '-55'H i27^-.38'E) and saw Jtoany 
poplC/loavG the huts after tho run, I'hia division was unable to 
contact "Moll ow Control", and thoy also found contrf>l bj'' "xaosquito 
Poter" on channol four unsatisfa.otory, Tho otiior division strafpd 
and dajmgpd; 2 trucks and l- bos': at-KwDnju, Jit. NaflKon, w 
two photo pianos from tho cai^ier, thoy strafGd the tovm, v;horo ■ ; 
F-^Sl Mustangs had started fires. No other tarsots were sq on. 

Tho 8 F4Us contactod the TACP at Hadong Vifhcro they wero dlr- ' , 
octod to hit, a highway bridge 3 nllos oast of the city. Two 
diroct 100# bonb hits and sovcral, irasses'ootibindd to d air^go the 
structure and prohibit usa.- far socio tiao, at loost* South 
and oast of Hadcng, thoy sawnony cf3f.»uf lagod vohiclcs along the 
roa d s . Spl 1 1 1 in g i nt o t ea ms , th oy diaxaa go d 1 true ic , probably , 
destroyed 1 tank, and damaged 2 camouflegod vchlGlos, ' '10 isilGS 
east of Hadong, thoy attacked throe sett iGnonts , strafiag people 
in tho villages and diropplng'.napaln. Firos woro started .-'in '-.a.!! 
throo* ^Siroe napalm duds wora later ignited by ZOism firo. 

Twenty- throe offensive ^ortios (7 j^D, B 3*411, S md 1 ■ 

defensive sortio (;4D3V/). took off in stages at 1300 and. 1430 ■ 
to hit more close support targets.. The jot swoop w^js the. first 
baok.with no lc«ssos. At Hadcng the ^rst division probably 
dosti'dySd 2 trucks and saw many of our planes' ov or the area. ■ 
Two pthep- divisions probably destroyed 1 jeop and 1. qaiaoufiasod . 
truck; at Kd song. Noar Hadcng thsy; daioaged ohq. cemouf3.a£,od truck 
and 1 oaaouflaged weapon . carrier « . 

Opo rating in the saise area-, one division of E4ns attocked . 
nuiaorous cnmouflagQd vehiclos with rockoiis and 20m ffia chine gun 
firo. Several direct hits were observed and. 6 v^ihicXes were 
left burning, two of yfoicK were identifiod as tiTicifs, . The 
oth er 4 unid^nt i f 1 ed duo to c a acuf lage , One oth or truck r ace iv ed " 
direct hits.,, but did not burn ajsi vfas believed probably de.stroyGd, 
Additional vehicles were strafed in tho sane vicinity with results 
und.otcrminod. Troops in browhish-yollow unifdi'ms wore observed' ■. 
in tho ;0rGa, but tho attack was c oncent rated oh- vehiples. The 
' other division of 514tfs hi t tdrgots of opportunity around Hadong 
due to the large nuabors of plono whieh cnnj^Gste.d tho aroa :SOuth- 
oast ■ of Had.ong, . Troops and vehi cols ware, roportcd hicling in a ' 
small sett lone ht of' a'bfwt lO huts, 5 niiles 'iPf ■ of .Kbnyang {3§-03N, 
127-56E), Napalm hits were achieved on tho ^ ct tl erne ht, burning, 
it down. One truck at the odgo of the. village v^as. hit. squarely 
with a 5" rocket destroying it. Sovoral oil or ^as dnias near 
the truck wore ignitod with 2Qiiiia firo, A caiaouflRgGcl Armored 
jeap was heavily .dajssged and left siaokins $ railos oast of Hadong. 
One exposed truck on the road 3 cdlos east of Kv/angyang {34-'5SN, 
127-352) was strafed and d amaged, Jinothor truck tos similarly 
damaged in the hills just no^h i)f Okkwa .(35-17^1, 127-0 8E) « 




iJii-eot hlts.woro ts^iaol vatii^"- ^ftS?kot0v^a^'^^'^iM3t|iti, ani$ 
strafing p^.Q pQwolTOiib action at IJungi^ (34*3P?# 12a-.5SE), 
It was loft -burning and isoHidTDS to ho ooagl-ot^ly jd^j&tsoyod. 

■ ■ ' ' '1 

Tho sovon ADs hoadod north fo« tbo o^ed^ which they had hit 
)iara on tho pravlous. two hops o-f the 4ny, stopping at Sunchon 

'long-onough to ignite a lon^ building on tho north sidu of ,towri' 
wi.th'a 5i)0# hocab, destroying 1 truotc, ond doiiisglrig 2 Dthors. ■ 
Horo, thros of tho pianos left the formtion for other tart'ots, - 
whilo tho othor four hoadcd for tho lucrntivo arco, noor Hndong, ■ 
Hoportin{j to q oontrollor ovor the city they wore diraotod to . 
n bridgo ond 3 villngos in that.r>rdor» Th© bridge sustainod 
daxaago frcm 1 1000# and 3 500# noar rjissos, a viilago 10 ailas '. ■ 
east of Hadong dtiowod furious firos from Sovoral 50JD# bojab hits,. . 
and 2 villages NW of town vjcro dnmagod by f Iro , aftor boing hit 
■with thori: ration of tho renuining bcxabs. In subsec^uont straf- 
ing i-unsi truck waS: destroyed by roolcet hit, -5 tsniofcsr.-.wer 
to tho oast, ond $ moro- -wore .damaged In tho sano aroa', Ji stiffed ■ 
train of horsooaxts 'wos left in oztrcmo disorder as tho laottos 
retired* Moansstoilo, . the other throo pianos- ■danEi god. 2 trucks and 
burnod I'^oop 5 miloa SW of Kuryo.. Lashing out at ovor y thing 
theiy saw, they damaged 1 truck at Koksong, domgod i>.n unidentified.- 
vehicle under straw at Karawon, and burnod a truo-ic-ot CShuitignua^ni * ■ ■ 

■DiroGtcd to Koohang. they damagod another bridgo n near Jaiss 
1060# bonb and a 500# boEEib right in tho approaohoa, •. Fir&s -were - 
started in.Kbchang and at;a villaga 6-8 nllos east* ' . Ifearhy, ■ 
they again went wild pver nunerous. trucks and tanksr,- burnihg 1 
truck, darnaging 4 others, and' daiaaginG 2 tanks. ^lihltQ paaels 
were seen in. Unbong^" {'3.^^26 » Iff j 12^-^32 'Sf 
vehicles, - ' = . •■ . 

The 1600 launch ccBis-is ted of H offensive sortiog (3iiB and 
6 F/j.U) and one defensive sortie. Iha two divisions 6f CorsairS■ 
.CGntaotQd.,an.air .0 oiitr oiler at vHodong and were directed to boabv.:- 
the vehicular bridgo southwest ei., and n^ar, .IjBdongv ISic bridge 
■had been previously damegod, ljut sufforod another- direct hit with.": 
a 500# bomb which passed through the surface and, exploded near ■. ' 
the water, A'larger. Jiole. in the pavei^at Was- the only .dai3»g;e un^ 
loss the bomb blast inflicted additional weakening from beneath^ 
.-Another .i500# bomb bl.0W -«. largo ©rater, in the r0Erd;loDQ;iag to th« 
bridge* A napalm basb hit Ksuo of the epproochos to the :;brideie . • 
and .ignitod a wooden span and tho repair -lumber pile nearby* . .IPfee. : 
controller then directed the ^4^8 to sovoral vehicles a bout. $-..8 
ailes -east of Hadohg, A previously strafed -artaored oar was again 
strafod with damage unknown. One tfuck rtjocived a direct hlt-v 
with a 100# bombf Tho. tru<ik.burrLCd- and wa.s' dodtroyed. Two add- 
itional gas- or 'ansfler :.truoks.-¥K)ro exploded J^.nd destroy od. by, straf- :- 
ing. Friendly troops wera-aeen about 3 mil:e.^-'ea..st of .t!ie. barnw-- 
ing trucks with cerise panels displayed. . ■.. : .• ^ 

Three ADS wore the only othor planes' .a'tf.-th,B-.tarf?et^. em d they 
reported damge .similar to that .doscribed by the Cloreairs^^^a . ,^ 
the bridgo at .Hadong, Oao; of their .50O# bombs made a : <Jirect hit ' 
on tho eastern abut tmont, Thrae miles oast of town three napalm ■ 
bombs wdre- dropped on. a village starting throe goqd . fires* In r 
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2u3:ly one lialf ja^e tQ tli« ass t "^jive ^ e oktrbXSJMfe^'i:i^ecte4 thon 
on iargeli ^ealgii^a'^ ae'-.tj^aeks,- Strd^ina/^'OBfctf^ periccd 
closo together in a:'gr6v(5i' €3 ttotioa^ans ©xplo^ds' croatfod a 
.pyrotoohnio dasplay wMoh;:m$''#t^iroxplc!)di^^^^^ qej thoy loft. ' 

■ fioli.eved to have amunltion ill- th'om'j /3 tructo ware ova Iuq tad os 

■ dfl^troyod, Woorby q' rookot intojtho Insor ooci f^f f? tank set It' 
afire nnd ultinratoly dostroyod it, . 2 inrjro. trtioks wore burnsa,- 
1 by strnflnq,. tho other by napeliBr ■ An obsorirod 'fiolcS piooa 
projgdnt may jbp .ddoagod, "but no pilots saw hits on it, 40ji.tm nnti 
airoirQft was^ oncpunterpd:, and ono iiD was hit in tho wine* .Tho- 
■gun caplaoo«Mt>^v8!S 'not;^^^^^ / ', - 

CAI». was furnishod by. :tha Spltf tros^ of HliS THIHI'JIPH, ^ ^ . \ 



Score of aaaaeJknfliotcsL, agiilAS'^ tasigot&^'KcJSreiierft Bloroa 
by Carrier. iUar. GJfouf^KOT fo^r ife^v:3^c^l»-i$i«;5&:i^ 
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TYPE 



Airortift 

RP. Cars , • ■ 

Locoaotives 

liruoks 

TajEiJcs " .. 

EorsG carts , 
Otlicr vehioleS 

Train ( 24 c ars , qil or aaao ) ' ■,■ 

ITonsan Oil Refinery; ' , ' 

Oil StoragG Tanl:s ■ 

Poorer Stations (Transf oijiers ) 

Factories . ' . 

Chomcal Plant . 

CeiiQut Plant 

RetiiiQ^Y {snail)- 

RR Bridges 

RR Tunnels . ■ ' 

Kisnvmy Bridgo ■ 

Grunboats ; . ^, 

Barges 

Junlcs {large) 
Vessels {araail) 
FisliiiXG Boats . * . . 

HtJisars ' , ■■ 
RR Carbarns 

Kailyards / . \ - . 

Y/arohousGS 

Villages. 

ikirao Dunp. • 

Freight ors 

Tugboats . . 

Gun. iaplacemonts . " ■ 

Road"'. . 75? 
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McUtional undctormnod' fioi-iaco \7::.s inflio.t&d on railroad 



yards, several railway cc^rs, 
oil storaf,o. aro-as. ' . 



aad. cars,. .n.anGi".^- aroas,- .and 



0V45/A4-3 
serial: 



SKLASSIFIED 



TiiBUL/iTBD DATil 



Anuaunltion Expondsd 16 July •« 31 July 1950< 
Bonbs : 

Gonoral Purpose Bombs 
Napa In 

Rockets: 

HV/iRS 
Siaoko 

ZOmi Ammunition 

Number of hours flown: 

Jot aircraft 
Prop nireroft 

j;mount of oviation gcsolino ccnsumod: 

Tot aircraft 
Prop aircraft 

Amount of Navy spoelal Fuols 

Milos stoQnodt 



'141 Tons 
106 Bonbs 



1843 Rockots 
2S Rockots 

160,662 Rounds 



260,3 Hours 
1544*1 Hours 



112,855 Gallons 
139 f 280 Gallons 

19,262*1 Barrols 

5700 Milos 
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U.S.S, VALLEY FOHGE (CV-45) 
Care^of Fleet Post. office 
San Francisco, California 
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24 August 1950 

DECLASSIREO 

From: commending officer NAVHiSTDiVINST 5500.1 

Tot Chldf of Naval operations , By: 0P-09B92C 

commander in Cbieff pacific Fleet » 
Commander Uaval Foresee Far East" 
Commancler SSTSNTH Fledt^^ - - 
Commander, carrier Division THHSS • 

sub J: Action Report for period 4 through gl August 1950 

fief; (a) CNO Itr op 345 res ser 1197 p34 of 3 August 1950- 

Ends (1) . CYG-5 co:^f Itr se^j^67-5Q dtd 24 August 195!^, 
Action Report for peridS"' 4 through 31 August 1950 

lo In accordance with reference (a)> tho action report for th'e 
period 4. through 21 August 1950 is submitted.* 

PART Composition of Own Forces and Ziission ^ 

Tho VALLEY FORGE with Carrier Air Group FIVE- enber^ed in 
oompgny with the PHILIPPINE SEA and other units of Task Forco ' 
77 departed Buckner Bayj Okinawa » on 4 August 1950 for Korean 
waters to attacic enemy troops and proviousljr sclectod' targets 
as coordinated with FEAF in order to furnish support for tho 
United Kationa Forces in Eorea ttt accordance with coir-iiGnder 
SEVENTH Fleet aocrot opordor 13*'50 of 3 August 1950, 

* . ■ ■ 

PART li t Chronological order of Event a 

Ahout 1800, 4 August 1950, tho VALLEY FORGE dopartod BUckn^r ■■ 
Bay J Okinawa, sortie d with eloneats of the SEVENTH Fle.otj, and 
proceeded northward for Zorean watersa After tho sortie was 
completed, AA firing practice v/ith other units of tho tsslc force 
was conducted on sloovos towed by JD type aircraft furnished by 
UTHON 7 dotochmont bnsod at Kadonaj Okinawa ^ Tho tpsk fores 
arrivad off tho south' coast of Koroa oarly in tho afternoon on 
the 5th at which timo tho parriors launched strikes oeeinst tho 
ononjr. The pianos from tho VALLEY FORGE wore leunchod as close 
air support for TJnitod Nations Forces in so'utlieastorn Korea; and 
those from tho PHILIPPIHS SEA wore launchod for specific targets 
in southwestern Korea, After complotion of air operations for 
tho day, the task forco proeoodod wostword taking position in 
tho Yellow sea whoro strikes against tho, oncmy along the. west 
coast of eontral and southern Koroa wore launched on tho &th and 
7th« The task force retired . from tlio area upon obnpletion of cir 
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operations on tho 7th and pyoccodod southward to rondozvous xvlt|a 
tho logistic group for tho purpose of rofuoling avietlcft gcsoiinp 
and fuol oil* The rondozvous was nado on thg riorning of tho ^th 
and tho ronalndor of tho day was spent rofuoiing tho tagk forcl'ii 
That night tho task foroo roturned to a position in t£o YoUcilf? ' 
SOQ whoro strlkos niroro launchod on tho 9th aid 10th e^'hofcrq^ 
Tho task forco rotirod from tho aroa during tiio night' oaf th^ ipti^ 
and rondozvousod with tho logistic group on tho nornlng of blJ'llth 
to refuQl. Upon eonplotlon of rofuoling, the task forco proc^odlid 
to 0 position in tho yollow sos whoro strikos v:oro oon^uotod 
the 12th against tho onomy along tho woat ooQst of oontral KorSa? 
and on the 13th along the west coast of Koroo north of the 38$| 
porallQl. That nifiht tho task forco rotirod fron thc?'eyoa an.f*'' 
headed for sesobo, Japon, to rofuol and y.oara., nrrlvlng at SaSoi^o ■ 
about 0930 on thd 14th. After rofuoling and rparnlng, tho ta|k.' 
forco loft sasobo about 1800 on tho 15th end pfocoedod northward 
into tjio SOQ of Japan whoro strikes wore launched rgninst tho onony 
on the oast coast of central Koroa on tho 16th, i\t 1115 et iU9 
request of tho FI?TH Mt Forca, Advancod,' in Koroa ^ all strifcos . 
wore diverted to eov.Qr .' tho oTocuction of tho Third HOK Division 
at Tondok. Tho roaalning strikes of tho^day wero launehqd against 
a ooncsntratlcn of enemy troops which throotonod tho ■ oveouotion* 
That night tho task forco headed further north whoro strlkos n(*ainst 
tho enemy on tho oast coast as far north as tho 42nd parallel v;oro . 
launched on tho 17th, The task forco retired southwora during 
tho night, passed through Tsushima Strait, and rendpavousod with 
the logistic group, ^'\fter refueling and reariaing durinc tho day 
on the 18th, tho task forco procoodod westward that night takip.g ■ 
position off tho wost coast of control Korea where strikcis '.¥6r% 
launched on the 19th. . That ni^ht the task f orue workod noithv/fir<a 
and on tho 20th launched' strikes ac^alnst the ;eiheny nlone thM^ w^i^li 
coast north of tho 38th pardllol* Upon COHploticn of air Cp3rations 
for tho day, tho. task force prooooded for Sssobo, Japan, ani/'ilng 
at Sasobo about 1400 cn the 21st* 



PAHT III ; Performaneo of Ordnance Motoricil and Equipnen't 




No coomont* 

P/iRT 17 i Hosmae of Battle Danage own and Enony 

The ship sustained no battle danago, jor dcnago infliot?<i 
upon the enemy soo Enclosure (1}« 

PART V : Conuaonts 

Si* Air Dopartaont 

1* Aviation Gasoline Fueling 

COUFIDENTIAL . ^2- 
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a. Considorablo dolay In fueling oporations can bo rOHQdiod 
by anticipating the following problems: 

, (1) Aircraft cnrrlor 3rc-c)Qiving ,fuol should havo on hon? 
at tho fuQling station both tho laalo and foiialo onds of tiio quick 
dlsconaeo^ coupling in anticipation of tho tnnk.br sending over 
tho wrong ond and/or an ond which will not fit. 

(2) G-ssollno filling linos shculd bo tostoct for blown- 
gaskots prior to fueling and in sufficlont tino to allow' fop po-- 
plaCGciont of faulty gaskots* 

' (3) If a flownetor Is InstQlloil nt tho fueling station, 
a sinplo by»-pass should bo constructed around tho flowmetor. This 
will mako disconnecting the flcwnotor unnoeossary in the event of . 
feiluro or clogging and will not stop fuolihg operations while 
the motor is being disoonnocted* i - 

2m Bomb and Socket Disposal 

a» Hung bombs enfi rockets brought aboord by roturning strikes 
must bo ant iclpatod, a. good porcontaes of iLunf; ornanont will loavo 
the aircraft on landing, provision must bo mado for qunllfiod 
porsonnol to defuse acid jettison this armament with c naxinum of 
safety and minimum of intorforonco to flight dock operations* 

3« Jet Aircraft Turn-up 



a» When turning up jot, aircraft on tho flight dock with tails 
pointed over ;bhe side, caro must bo oiorcisod that gOrua shirboard 
gunsights aro not in line with the blast* Tho 2Qmm shtpboard p:un-. 
sig;ht is rondoro'd inr-poratlvo b y tho apparent vlbrntiop, of tho jot 
blast ( Tho boat effect doos not appear to bo a problem. 

'PJiHT_VIi Persojinol, porformonoo and onsuoltios 

Operations daring this period were conducted with 79^' of the wartime comple- 
ment board » The personnel shortage was somewhat aggravated by severe unbal- 
ances in Some rating groups and the shortage of non-rated personnel. The per- 
fonaance of personnel has been excellentj and they have stood up well under long 
hours at duty stations and hard work. Personnel have been ordered to the ship 
to build the on board figure up to about 85% of wartime complement which, will 
relieve the situation considerably, . 
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Care of Fleet Post Office . ^ 

San Francisco, California 

Scriras 010ft_ 26 September 1950 

'IffittSi OECLASSI Fl FD DEcusstHB) ■ omv msr ssoo^o 

From: Coiamnnding Officsr 

To: Chief of Navel Operations 

Via: (1) Coiranander- Carrier Division THKEE 

(2) GonanrJider SliVSNTH Fleet 

(3) Conmander U. S. Naval Forces Far East 
U) CoflBnander in Chief, U^^S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for period 25 August through 6 Sept«nber 1950. 

Ref : .,(a) CNO Itr Op 345 ros ser 1197P34 of 3 /^^st 1950. 

Ihcl' (1) CVG-5 conf Itr ser 070 dated 20 Septeraber 1950, Action 
Report for period 2? August through 6 September 1950. 

1. in r.ccordanco\.ith reference (a), the ^ction report for the period 
25 August through 6 Soptsmbor 1950 is subnattod. 

PjjtT I Composition of Own Forces and Missions: 

USS VALW 50I»E (CV-45) "i^^^oJIarDiv THHJE ^a^Jf ^^^S. 
Gz^p FIVE o« departed SAS^O fj^f ^/jP^j/.^^r^ir 

^ii^^rm^r'T TTi ^4. HTif Tl nnrt nTG 77iii. is ComCarDiv ONE. OTU is 

proceeded for Korean waters to furnish support for Unxted. Nations 
Forces in Korea* . . ' 

PjVRT II Chronological Order of Eironts; 

«bout 1200 25 August. 1950, the V/iLEY FORGE departed- SASEBO 

r^SSlrSf ^^^^ ■ 

^wSt^e ?ask f ^rce then proceeded northward tomrd the 
operating area in the Sea of Japan in formation 

Planes v^ere launched lugust 26 to P^°^J« f^^^^ f^^.^f 
eastern Korea and to strike targets north of the bomb l^e. During 
the nSht Se task force steaded northward taking P^^^^°^ ^^^^^^ 
east cSst of North Korea «here strikes vjere launched August 27 
against targets in the. Wonsan-Chongjin. area. 

The task force retired from the area upon completion of the 
dav's ooerations and proceeded southward to rendezvous Tfixth the 
RcpleniSni^S> Task Group- 77.7, south" of the Korean Peninsula, 
ie tSi g?^Sps r^^^ed early .vugust 23, and the remainder of 




During tho night the task force took a position in the yellow Sea 

from which strikes were- launched August 29 for targets near Seoul 
and Inchon, From, tho -saino operatitig area the force struck 'sit targets 
in the Chinanpo-Pongyang area August 30, 



After completion of air operations, for the day,. the task force 
steemod southward to rondeevous with Task Group. W.7 to refuel and 
re?.na. Rendeavcfus was effected early 31 August, j 

Upon completion of roplenishmont that night tiie task force 

stectmed nortWrd taking a .position in the Yellow Sea -where strikes 
against targets in tho Seoul-Inchon area wer-e launched on the morning 
of 1 September 1950, 

At noon,, emergency orders from CoaNavFE were received to provide 
immediate ali-out clo&e air support for. the 25th Diviisicai of the 
Sth /iimy in order to aid in repulsing enemy attacks in southeast 
Korea. All aircraft from the target area were recalled and close 
air supp«rt missions were launched from 1312K until dark, Hio task 
force remained in the operating area during the night and planes 
were launched, for controlled support missions throughout the next 
day. 

Upon completion of air operations, the task force proceeded 
southward for rendeajvous with Task Ch:^up 77.7 on 3 Septeraber, At 
1433K the task force ceased replenishment operations in response 
to an emergency request from U,.S, 8th Anny Headquarters for close 
air support of UN ground forces in southeastem Kdrea.- At 1645K, 
support missions were launched. After cora.pletion of air operations 
for' the day, the task force moved northward in the operating are^ 
where strikes wore launched for targets in west central Korea on 
4 September, At 1415K another omergcncy request for close air 
support for UK ground. forces in southeastern Korea^ was received. 
Strike groups were recalled and- preparations rushed to launch su{^ort 
missions. At 1545K CinCFE annullod tho request for close support 
and the task force resumed its strike operations. The task force 
remsiincd in the operating area during the night, 

A-t 0658K, .5 September, weather roconraissance flights wero made 
over, the target area. Target area weather was detemlnod to be 
unfavorable for launch of strike missions, i^ihereupon the task force 
proceeded for SASE30, Japan to replenish, arriving about 1400K, 
6 September 1950.. 

PART III . Performance of Ordnance Material and Bluipment; 
Ho cosKaant, 

PART IV Resume of Battle Damage ~ Own and .Bneny; 

The ship sustained ho battle damage,. ..For damage inflicted 
upon the enemy see en&losijra (l)^ . * 
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PART Y Coiaments ; 

A, Operations . . ^ 

1, Use of aaergency Turns 

It is rocommcnded that tiNO canergency turns of the aame 
joagnitudG not be given in quick suctsession by the OTC particularly 
at night in view of noi-ml communication difficulties experienced 
in the task force. There are mnny tines when some ships do not 
rocvJive the original transmssion ^I'hich entails a repetiti^m af the 
signal and possible nds interpretation by other ships in th« force. 
It is rocormondod thp.t the secomi turn be aade a different ningnitilde. 
in order to obviate the possibility of cenfusion and resultant 
. hazard, 

B« . fi±r Departiaant 

1, Shipboard Plane Handling 

(a) During this reporting period frequent use was made of the 
"split spot" to give apjxir;nan flexibility on the flight deck. This 
spot cr^nsisted of seven jet aircraft on the oxtreiae after end of the 
fli^^ht deck, Seven jets were used because it conveniently constitutes 
two full rows of planes and only seven tractors are available for 
towing forward in case of the need for a ready deck. Ahead ^ of. the 
jets the ADs vjoro spotted in two rows' on one side of the flight deokr 
and the FtfJs in two rows on the other, so that cither type could bo 
taxied out for launch viithout moving the other. In front of these 
■were spotted the special purpose aircraft: AD-3W, /iD-3N, F4U--5N^ 

and F4U-5P. If these special i^urpose aircraft are not needed for 
ASP, Ri'iPC/iP, or IlITECAP there was ample room to strike thorn below 
using the side deck elevator, ■ ' 

The principal reason for using this spot is to achieve maadJiMffl ' 
flexibility in order to meet the needs of the tactical situation 
■which may times required a shift from strike to close support or 
vico-versa on short notice, . . 

(b) During this period two emergency landings of jet air- 
craft were effected without injury to personnel 9r damage to the 
aircraft beyond the capacity of shipboard maintenance facilities 

. to repair. In the first instance the starboard landing cear could 
not be loYJered, The plane made a normf.l landing, the hook engaged 
the wire nori.k".lly and damage to the vdng tip was all that resulted. 
The second plane had hydraulic failure and was unable to lower the 
hook or flaps ^ and was without aileron boost. On landing, the 
crippled nl,ane engaged the first two jet barriers and catos to rest 
with the right wing tip against the flight deck crash crane, parked 
alongside the island structure. One main landing; strut /was sheared 
off and the right wing damaged to the extent that replacement naff 
necessary, , . . 
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From; comnsnding officer 
To: '■ cbiof of Haval Operotioiis 
Via: (1) Conrttondor Carrier Division THIU3E ] 

(S) oomraandor Task ForcQ 3ETENTT SSVEH (CTtt ■77*4) 

{3) CorMicnder SEVENTH Floet 

(4) Conmonder TT-S. Naval Forces Far East 

(5) connander in ciilof, TJ.S* Pccifie Floot 

Sub J; Jictlon Hoport for poriod 6 through 21 Soptonbor 1950 

Refr (q) CMO Itr OP 345 ros. sor 1197P34 of 3 .'jUgust 1950 
(b) SEVENTH Flset Dispatch S12325I of soptoitibor 1950 

End: (1) cVG-5 conf Itr sor 07S-50 dtd 4 octobor 1950, 

iiction Boport for poriod 6 through 31 soptoEbor 1950 

1, In accordance with roforonco {a) and (b) , tho notion roport 
fox tho period 6 soptoiabor through SI soptonbor is aubnittod.. 

Py.RT I Gonppsitlon of own Forces and Mlseion: 

USS V/>LtEY ■p'OHGi (CT-45) with conCerDlv THHEE niid Carrier /ilr ' 
Group FIVE ombarfced doportod SiiSEBO Harbor, Topon^ 11 goptonboif 
1950 in compcny with othor units of Task Forco 77 for oporatlons 
in aocordancQ with Corutirndar 3SV:aNrH Floot Oporction plr;n 9-50, 
Oommander /iiaphibious Group OWE Operation ordor 14-50 find connrnder 
Carrier- Division ONE Oporotion Order 1-50, CTF 77 is CoiiCnrDiv 
ONE. Comnander Joint Task Foroo SEVSSf is Cormondor n:^Y ''-TE Floet 
in TJSS iiOCHESTEii (C.'i-124), not in company. OTC Is OonccrDlv cirj 
in tho TJSS PirilirriNS SEj'i (CV-47), The task force proceodod for:, 
Korean waters to furnish support for Tjnitod Nations Forces in 
amphibious assault on tho inchon-SQoul aroa* 

riiRT II chronological ordor of Events : 

Upon conplotion of roplonishnont, the TTS3 V/.LLEY POlvGS (OV-45} 
departed S.'iSEBO Harbor, Japan, at 0545, 11 Stiptoabor 1950, ond 



sortiod vrith other oloiionts of Task force 77, 



firing practice 



was conducted during tho. morning. Upon conplotion of firing proc- 
tico, the task force fornod fornntion 4-R end proceeded for tho 
operating aroa wost of Inchon, south Korea, During, tho period 
from 12 to 15 soptonbor tho V/iLLEY EOEGS and its /,ir Group wore 
engaged in air operations to soften up tho inohon-seoul eroo In 
preparation for D-Day, 15 soptombor, when UN Forces landed at 
Wolml-Do and Inchon, Koroo, 
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Curing this poriod nix strikos uxid svjscps vj jro coaductod dur- 
ing all daylieht iioura with pcrtial rppleniBhiaent during l.cito 
afternoon of 13 septoabor, 

Jollowing tho initiol landings nt rolnl-Do ond inciion, riTor::fi 
woro flown in close ond doop support of tho odvancinfs troopa^ Dar- 
ing t.ho period from 15 to 21 septonber, carriers in tio t'lislc groux 
rofuelod Gvory third dcy with only defensivo flight opornticns 
boing conducted on roplcnlshnant dnysa Tho V,.LLEY !P0uGj3 boc^nn 
roplonlshaont occordine to thia soJxodulo on 17 soptonbcr. 

During tho nftprnoon of 15 soptonbor Tosk Group 77.4 wns joined 
by tho USS B0X3R (CV-21) with o«rrior ,'iir Group- TWO onbnrkod, 

P. '.I ?? Ill Forformonoo of Ordnance Hatorlol and squipnont: 

No commont« 

IV liosunc of Battlo Damcgo - ovifn and .i:noay: 

Tho ship sustained no bcittio danago. For dnnngc inflicted 
upon the onony.soG oncloeuro (1)» 

PART Y Connonts; 

Operations 

1» Logistics 

{□) The dofinlto nood for nore ozpeditious tronsfox of ovia- 
tion gasoline to the carrier oporating jot aircrnft vifns nenln Eippri- 
ront. During tho curront operations ^ jot sorties fiTorrseod 36 a 
day, with rosultant cvgcs uac.go of opproxlmfitoly 30,000 gallons n 
day* Tho result of high tonpo oporf^tions of both jot nnd propullor 
ty^jos, such as this was, nocossitatcd tho taking on of sone 100,000 
gallons Qvory third day, Exporionco to dctc with prosont typo ^.O; 
with but one avgas fuolint; stntion, has shown tho rvor;>eo. Eiasinum 
fuoling rata is apT>roxinatoly 27,000 gal/hr soc, (This figuro 
Eiay bo incroasod when fueling via tho forward fueling connection 
to the forward tanks only) This rate nooossitntes o throe and a 
half hour period of considorcblo Tulnorcblllty to sub-aurfaco and 
surprlso Qir attook. If for good rocson it is nocossery to re- 
plenish after as much as 3 or 4 days oporrtions, tho t line eloncsido 
rapidly roaches unpccoptrjblo proportions. To saf oguard' ngninst 
attack by a dotorninod opponent would roquiro an e bncrnally strong 
scroon or a fueling area well ronovod fron probjiblo oneny crnfto 
It should bo noted thnt in the current oporntlons tho roplonish- 
mont oroa wns within 100 nllcs of the opcrRting rtron, thereby 
affording a minimun loss of tine av/ay from the operations. 



COnFIDEITTIoL 



-2- 



OBGLASSlflEO 

.(b) It is urgontly rocomnondod thr.t present type ;i03 bo rofitto 
to allow a socond nviotion gfisoliiio fuoliniir^ station nft ond thnt 
future construction bo sucli as to provido for -c^ grocitly accolontcd 
txansfor rate* 

2« conbst Information 

(a) Durlnti this period the uso of jot ^lircraft in cor.bct ;'ir 
patrol VJQS ex-tonsivo. It was found ttiat tJioir obvious rdv^ntnga 
of spood over tho propollor driven circraft olinir.' tos tto roquiro- 
Hont of hav.i.n;^ tho CM' stntionod on two or thrco sidos of the fore 
boccuso thoy can bo nancuvorod with as nuch facility rs propollor 
aircraft ond ia much loss tlao, Tho groatoet difficulty notoci witli 
oKploymont of jot tiircroft on QAV is tho poor jet trcckinf? chor- 
aotoristics of tho SX typo radar, Howovor, by tho uso- of Q Band 
IFF in conjunction nrltU the gx rnfior ciccoptablo jot trocking is 
ochloTod, It has boon found thot by stationing tho jet C/iP at 
loQst 30 jailos froH tho ocntrollor that continuous trncking cm 
bo acoonpliahod with tho SX-& Band conbinntion, sxcollont oon- 
trollod intorcopts wcro conductod up to 50 ailos fron tho forco in 
tfeia manner, Vossols in tho task forco o^uippod v/ith SPS-6B radar 
hQVG maintained oxcellont. jot prosentatien fron approxiiaatoly 7 to 
•90 nilost, Con-srcntional circruft have boon picked up as far awoy 
as 140 railos from tho forco. 

It 1b rocoEiniondod thrit in order to afford noro coKplote ccntrol 
of jet C*'il* Jsnd more coaploto protection to the flcot by onrly de- 
tection of inooning flights, SPS-63 type rador be iustallod on oil 
C'V3 at tho earliest possible date. It would also soaia highly 
desirable for all other vessels posponslblo for nircrsft control 
to bo outfitted with the SPS-6B* 

(b) BecQuge of tho great aHount of redio traffic eoncerning nlJ 
oontrci in a task group of two or more corrtors, tho use of o dis- 
tinct air control not is considered highly dosirabla, utilizing 
tho CI not to carry this traffic overly crowds it and it thereby 
logos much of its value for fast relay of informption within ;tho 
task force* 

(c) C/iP control vjithin the tr-ak force v;as hindoro'i in nany 
oases during this operation as a result of hc?iyy uso of most aii?- 
craft VHF channels by TADC afloat, T.^CC ashore end T/;C end their 
lAGT and Tj^O in the target area, Frequently oxpcrioncod eorioi ■ 
delay in ozocuting a vector as a result of thg controllor boing 
blocked out on tho air by e transmission from en niuphibious or 
shore-basod controlled. It is felt this connuni cation difficulty 
would prove disastrous if enemy aircraft should attcck. 

It is rocomnonded that the aircraft end ships cf s fr.et 
earrior task force bo crystallized so a minimum of two clear 
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ohnnnols ho availoblo for 0^2 contrcl o,xotlasivoLy when operating 
vjit.-iin 130 milos of an Gnphi''oious opcrotion or iti3 VHP otjuivnlbnti 

l''"il"?T_TI personnel, porforianneb. and casualtlGs: 

Ho coimont s« 



W, T. SHLEIDS, 
Actijig, 
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4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
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DECLASSIFIED 

NAVHISTOIVINST 5500.1 



^y: 0P-O9B52O 



prom* comcianding officer 
ro: ctiof of NS'al oporattons 

Via: [1) cOisnandor carrior Division THE33 (CTG V7*3) 

(2) com.andor Task Force SEITjSNTY SSV3N (CTG-V7-4) 

(3) coiinandor SEVENTH Floet 

(4) cojuaanfier U»S, Naval Forces j-ar: East' 

(5) connsnder in Qhietf TJ,S^ pacific ploet' 

Subj: Action Report for poriod 5 to 19 Novonbor 1950 

Hef: (a) CNO Itr op-345 ros sor 1197P34 of 3 August 1960 

Snol! (1) ordnonco oxpondod and roeune of damfig© to tho enonyp,^(^ 

It, In accordsncd with rt^foronoa (a); tho action report for the 
period 5 through 19 Novonbor. is aubaittcdi. 



PAHT I COEipoaltion of own Foroog and ITission; 



TJSS ViiLLEY (CV~45) with Goiinandor Cerriur Division 

THH3:! (ISIC and CTG 77.3) and cerrlur Air (iroup FIV3 onborkod 
dtjpfjrtod SASSBO Harbor, Japan, in conpany with other units of 
Task Force S3V3NTY-SIiV3N and sovonth yloot for oporrtlons in 
accordance with Ooaiiandor SEV3NTH Floet operation ordor 17-50 
and connander carrior Division om: operation order 3-50, nodifiod* 
CTF 77 (Actint?) is ooncarDiv TEii^SE. CouSjJVENTHFlt onbrrkod in 
USS IllSSOUill (BB-63)* OTC is comCarDiv TH"Ea3. Tho task force 
procoodod for tho oast coast of North Korea to onswor en onorgoncj^ 
request frora UH ground forcas for air support noodod as a result / 
of chinoao comiiiunlst intervention in tho Korean ' ar, ' 



PAHT II Chronological ortior of i^voats: 



Tho irss VALLEY F0RG3 (CV-45) departed SA33B0 Harbor, Japan 
at 0733 on 5 Novonbor and sortlod v?ith othor olononts of Task // 
Foroo SjJrVENTY-SJlVSN and S'SV'SyfTil Fleet, FTlnds up to 50 knots // 
and hoavy seas necossitatod a roductlon in spood, delaying start/( 
of oporintions by seven hours, on tho afternoon of 6 iTovonber '/ 
arned roconnoissance nlsslona wore flown north of tho borabliao 
to tho iianchurlan border in oroas assigned tho task forco. strikes, - 
close support; and jet sv/oops wore conducted during tho next two \ 
days. on tho 9th the task force was joined by tho USS PriLIPPIIO 
Sy.A (CV-47) with cowcarDiv OIO { CTF 77) enbfirkod. The tcsk forco 
was assigned tho mission of destroying bridges across tho Yslu 
River at tho boundry between Korea and Manchuria « strikes wore 
launchod on tho changtion-ho~kou highv:ay bridge, on tho lOth 
the U33 VALLEY FOKGS (CV-45). replenished, on tho 11th and 12th 
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c'crdinatod strikes woro lounchccl rfninst brlf'.f^os rt clif^.P4'tlon- 
ho-kcu, OGsich-nsc-' -E.g oncl sinuiju. ono span of tlio Sinuiju 
hiFlV'^oy tri^lRO was c.QStroysrl by ecHbinoC attncks by plnnos cf 
tho IJ-SS LTJYT"; (CV-32) onS ITSS V.'iLLET FOPDS {CV-45) on tho 13th, 
on tho ISth tho forco launchorl o cocrdiiiEtod striJco on lailitory 
installations in Hyossnjin tho roquost cf T3NTK Cnri^s, no- 
j-.lGnlshi.iont was cmCuctotl on tho 14th. C^cso support and arriod 
iocconn iss.^nco nissicns wore I'lotfn on tho 15tt., tho schocluloa 
strilco cn slnuijv: bpidfio beiap flivortocl cluo tr= rostiictofl vis>- 
ibility ct tho tox-gct. Following r oplonishnont cn tho 17th, 
blcso suTJpcrt, .vrriorl rocccnoL'Sscnco rnd a • coc rt'inn tod strike cn 
tho sinuiju bridge wero launehecl on tho leth, Ccnbined ntt:;cks 
by plrnos cf tho ITSS VlYTx!. (CY-32) and tho U3S ?riLI?rnn SE;. 
[cV-47) dro:^J; 
i9th tho TTSS 

forco tc proceed tc YcJtssukf:, Jopan, propcrntory fic roturnino tc 
iho United statos, 

Oa six of tho thirtoon days included ir. tho report poriod, 
wecthor effected f:ir oporrtions odvorsoly. Although there wore 
n>v days Trheji all schGdulcd offcnsivo air CT.orrtions wore can- 
celled, Qt lunst pert cf tho force's cffonslvo pov;or was 
duo to ivoQ'thor linitaticns on 5, 12, 13, l-l, 15, and 



ed both bridges at Hyosonjin on the 17th, On tho 
Tj LLii Y FOJ^Q-!I (CV-'i5) was dotoched frnn the task 



Qbcrtodi 
IS iTcvoiiiber! 



p.;^T.;T in rorf crmar.oo ef Ordnnnoo ratorlal and Bqulpnont* 
no c .nnont. 

PA'IT IV T^esuno of Battle Daraafje - own ond Enony ; 

The ship sust-iinod no battle doiiiago, For danafto inflicted 
upon tho enony s<.o onclosuro {1)« 

P-'i-^t'? V Co ■ Jiont 3 1 
A* opei'aticna 



1. 



.ir Operctions 



(a) During this period coordincitod strikes \?oro conducted 
egeinst r-^ilrood end highviray bridges ecross the ranchurifin border 
employing, tho skyraiciors as dive bonbors carrying one and two 
thousand pound conornl purpose bombs and utilir.ino the corsairs as 
fif;htor bombers with tho prinary iiissicn of boiibing, rockotinf;, 
and strafing positions. For tho first tine in tho ICorcrn canp- 
aifin, duo to tho advent of tho Chinese Conrp-unist Mv Forco i 



>to 

no Korean ■ □r, tho jots VToro oriployod as fichtor cover for the 
props while they were in tho tarfjot aroa. The tarfTO"bs woro approx 
iinutoly 225 nilbs frcn the launchinc pcsitirn. Ey launchinc the 
jets 50 Hinutos after the prop launch tho props ware afforded 
protoGticii 8 to 10 ninutes prior to tho attack end en nrditional 
ninutes whitV in tho. tar go* ar6o» /; second jot lcunoh'^0 to 15 
Eilnutos after tho first jot launch fmn a carrier in ornpany 
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ef f crdocl. 
area • 



ccvor fnr tho preps -.n thoir rotironont fron the torf-ct 



fbl on two cccasicna onony jets wero encountorcrt by T/.ILEY 
FOiG- j^ts. on the first occr;siaa tHo CEOLiy. jets did net nako on 
o?tnck F ...ovar, cn tho seco nd cccnsicn n Hir.-15 ..as shot down 
III ston tc oxploc'e cn strikinn the rmund. The skyrnicors nncl 
ecrs'lrs wore not attacked by onomy fightors ct any tino, oncount- 
erinG '"■r.ly firo fron Ji^l battorios, 

fc^ It is notod with f:rflVO ccncorn tho repcrtocl suporicr 
^orforncnco ct tho HIG-XS as ccmpnroc: tc tho ,F9F;::|. It is boliovo 
thct if thoy hcd boon nonnotl by pilots o.b arrTrosslvc onu wo 11 
troin.^. ours thrt own pilot nnd pl.no Icssos would havo boon 
f;rt3Ct, 



1 i 



re) It is boliovod thnt nil ncnns Qvailabls shculrl bo en- 
Dl'-yod in dovolopinf: n cnrrior basod firhtor thct will ocnv-^o , 
frv^pably if not out porforn any "ircxrft o pctcntinl onoay nay ^ 
put in tho oir, onr^ equip tho floot with this ctrornft ^^t tho 
or.rliost possible doto, 

fQl Tho cporotioncl -crsonncl whc should hcve boon cm- _ 
vors.nt iith FTP 224 (golGction . of Bcnbs and Ju.os for Bostruction 
of VTi^'US TniRots) worb-'nct nwsro of this publicnti.n f > r tho 
first throo nrnths of the r.croan Canprlcn, Its oxistonco wos 
nsc,--voro£ -nly by rccidont. It is rocnnnondod that r. copy cf this 
^ublile^^on io hold by the r,±T oper- tions secticn cf tho oporrticns 
Bc'rrtnon^ nnd th.t it bo nf.'^.od to tho list of roquirod publicntioas 
of tho .-.ir opuraticns section nnd bo included in tho Typo' ccrm^nd- 
oi«s Adninistratlvo inspection chock off list. 



2. intollironCG 

fa) murine tho ^loricd cf this ror.rrt tho sSv int ollironco 
gocticn functicnod satisf n cttrily and intollifsenco notorial vas 
nroquato for tho QBsif;ned mission, jrovovor, tho ^ir intclli^^onco ; 
qocti-n hns suffered frcsi pofacotimo conpla coney since tho U^o 
y.-IL^Y FOiiG^ icv-'^b) and carrier ;.ir aroup FIVE bocajiie involved i^ 
tho Korean c^npairn, although intollif^once laatGrlol pertaining tri 
tho ^79stern prscific area was roqussted prior to the spilin^: cf tn..... 
vessel fr m tha '/est Cosst n-no was reccivod. .Aoriel navicetxcn 
chr.rts had been ordered for all possible areas and were naogucte 
f'.r the initial oper- ticns» Trained personnel ^^ore not available - 
,cn beard, thurofore it was necessary tc train inexporionooc porscnlp^. 
as the cporaticns pronrossed. \] 

(b) ^roh squadron bt;SQd aboard requires a non-flyinr? air j 
intelli-eace' officer in crdor to insure th.".rcur,h and up tc tho 
lainuto briofinc. ^ir aroup yivii! was forced tc place this ardod ,^ 
burden rn its flyinfj personnel with inccnpleto briefing ^-^'^ 
feriofinr: as on end result. Photc intorprotaticn was a "lost art 
t tho Air IntelWronco Secti.m. ^e reserve officers wore finally 
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received on br.r,rci in s^^ptonbor cc^ning fiiroctly frr-n eivilicr rur- 
sujbg oftor boinr; crn^^lotuly fliT-rcod fron plictc intorprotc tl cn 
XV ric sinco 1945, a porircl -f opprcxinrtaly 5 yonrs. o'l^viousiy the ■ - 
Mcvk was not cf a roquirod st-r-d£ircl fcr an nrprociablo roncct, 

« 

(c) It is rojonrionCoa taat an onorroncy scurca of troinod 
^l^■'^tc intar-TQttiticn rifficcrs bo nado available in aoriol ph-to 
training sqv.actrons ashcro tc moot situnticns this noturo in tho 
fleet, 'in cdr-ation, photc intorprotcrs should definitely bo node ■ 
fivoilablo in tho r.reionizod rosurvos whoro thoy nay koop thoir 
troiuinr, at rn GCcc;:itoblQ stondGrd. 

(ri) in rfor to nnintoin r.n cccoptablo st' to of rondinoss 
in thu intollifjonco soction it is rocriaionr":oa that durlnf^ pooootlno 
it bo nenrlotcry for tho frllcrjinf; tc cbtain rn CV typo cariiors: 

(1) That tho offieor nssirncd tc tha r ir int ollif'onoo 
billet bo n prnduato c^t an intolliconee schcrl ancl that this bo a 
prinnry billot, 

(2) F^vc at loQSt cno ;^FS ; rcdurto of rhcto intcrpretctic 
school assirnod to the ph'tc Icboratory Curlnr- peaootirr.o and roodily 
svailablG fcr tho sir intellinenco section v,-hon an onorroncy arises. 

(3) Tl^at a Yli3 or T?TSH bo j-.ssi{:nod fcr tyring, filing, 
and cthdr offico dutlos. 

(4) Tlict a man bo assirnod to tho Intellieenco sccticn 
fcnilior with aorlal charts, publicr-ticns , and conn-n chartrcora 
squipiient , 

(o) It Is roccnmonded that a job classifies ti cn codo undo: 
tho basic Tc.to of Lir oporetions nan be ostablished tc handle the 
job dascribod in paragraph (d){4) abovo. 

(f) p,GConrion''.od changos to tho basic vjartino and peacotine 
Qllov/anoQS aro boing fcrwardod^ undor separate corrospondonce, 

3» Op-^rrtions Evaluation 

(q) Thoro Eppoars to be a definite need for an operaticns 
analyst on on -perctinc carrier, sepros ontn t i vos from various bur- 
eaus and frciii sevoral boards appeared cn tho ship fron tine to tino, 
all roquostinf; various data and records. Tho Infornation, though 
available, had to bo due ''^"t ^7 porsT-ncl v;hosG priianry job wrs 
cporaticnal, Tho United tine available to rest of thoso roprosont- 
fitjves -fton necessitated incoa-ilete and porhcps incfnclusivo dr ta 
boinr obtainod. It is felt, howcvor, th« t had an officer, or tocn, 
bean^lotailod on tho ship tc d- nothing but collect d6ta of any end 
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roccivad on hcr.x^ in s^^ptonbor coninf? directly frr-ii eivilicr rur- 
auj-bg oftor boinr; crm^lotoly div- rcod fron phctc intorprotrti cn 
wTic sinco 1945, a porircl apprcxinrtoly 5 yonrs. Oi^viously the ■ - 
vjcTiL was not cf a roquirod st-ndcrcl fcr an npprocieblo roricd, 

(c) It is rojonrionCod tant an omorroncy scurcso of troinod 
^l^■'^tc intor">rott:ticn officers bo nado available in ooriol ph-to 
traininfr sqv.adrons asiicro tc moot situ-nticns this nnturo in tho 
fleet, 'in cdditicn, phctc intorprotcrs should definitely bo node ■ 
fivoilablo in tho cieinnizod rosarvos whoro thoy ncy Icnop tfcoir 
troiuiiif, at rn accoptoalo stondGrd. 

(ri) in If or tci nnintoin nn. cccoptablo st< to of rondinoss 
in thu intollifjonco soction it is rocnaiondod that durinf^ pooootino 
it bo nendotcry for tho frllcrjinf; tc obtain rn CV typo cnriiDrs: 

(1) Thnt tho of floor nssifnad tc tha r ir iitt ollironoo 
billet bo V. praduato c^t an intolUconee schcrl and that this bo a 
prinnry billot, 

(2) F^vc nt loost cno ;^FS ; rcdurto of rhcto ir.tcrprotatic 
school assirnod to the ph'tc loboratory durlnr: peaootirr.o and roodily 
svailablG for tho sir intellinenco section ivhon an onorfioncy nrisoa. 

(3) Tl^at a Yli3 or YJTSH bo j-.ssi{:nod frr tyring, filing, 
and cthar office duties, 

(4) Tlict Q man bo ossienod to tho Intellieenco sccticn 
fcnilior with serial charts, publicr-ticns , and coBn-n chartrcrm 
squipnent, 

(o) It Is roccamended that a job classifies ti cn codo undo: 
tho basic rcto of Air Operations nan be ostcblished tc handlo the 
job doscribod in paragraph (d){4) abovo. 

(f) p^GConriondod chsngos to tho bfjsic v;artino and peacotine 
Qllowanoos aro boing f crwardod^ undar eoporate corrospondoEce, 

3. Oporrtions Evaluation 

(q) Thoro Eppoars to be a definite need for an operaticns 
analyst on on operatinc carrier, seprosontativos from various bur- 
eaus and frcni sevoral boards appoarod on the ship fron tine to tino, 
all roquostinf; vnrious data and records. The Inf ornation, thcush 
available, had t- bo due "'^"fc by pcrsTincl vrhoso priianry job wos 
cporational, Tho United tino a^'ailablo to rest of thoso roprosont- 
atjves ^fton necessitated Incoa-ileto and perhaps incf nclusivo dr ta 
boinr obtninod. It is f olt , howcvor, thot he d an officer, or toan, 
beon'dotnilod on tho ship to d- nothing but collect d6ta of any end 



all oporf2tional interest rx-n tho coi-inonconont cf cporrtions, 
thon 0 roacly sourco cf infnrnt tion r;culd havo boon inrieflintoly 
ovailfililo tc any and all fiata sookcrra^ It is boliovod th;nt such 
n billot shcul:! bo sot up ns a wnrtino billot anfj fillad at tho 
ot.rli-ot h -.irt; cti cable dato upon tho conaoncomont J^f any typo ocmbat 



\'' ^ '--i :^ Jrlii'n;;:-' JG nr'\ : ?; unit ios j 

life:- .'.,-^i:;i?r, ^. 



J. 11. c.:kson 
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1, Tons bombs: 225,8 - 5" hv/iHs 542 - 6,5» sCr 26 

20I.TM Jimio: 25,460 



2. T.iRGET 

Aircraft 

Trucks 

carts 

Tanks 

Boxcars 

Bridges 
Hwy Bridges 

TTQXChoUSOS 

Troop concontrations 
Barracks 
aHHo Dumps 
supply Dunps 



DESTR0Y3D 

1 
27 



5 
1 



- Tiny Tins 



13 
8 
2 
7 
6 
7 
4 
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Serial: 021 



u.s.s. Valley FORGE (cv-45) 

Care of Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 



1 February 1951 



To: 
Via: 



Commanding Offidfei' 

Chief of Naval OperatHtoS 

(1) Commander Task Fol*<i6 SEVEKTY-SEVEK 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Kaval Forces Par East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 



DECUSSIFIED 

NAVHISTDIVINST 5500.1: 
By: 0P-09B92C 



Subjs 



Action Hepcrt for the period I9 December 1950 through 
19 January 195I ^ 



Ref : (a) CKO restricted ItP Op-345/aa ser II97P34 dtd 3 Aug I950 

1. In accordance with reference (a) the iiction Report for the 
period 19 December I950 through I9 January I951 is hereby sub- 
mitted: 

PART I; Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

Complying with ComKavFE secret despatch 1303262 of 
December 1950, the TJSS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) with Carrier Air 
Group T;70 embarked departed independently from Yokosuka, Japan 
•n 19 December 1950 joining CTF 77 (ComCarDiv ONE) embarked 
in the USS PHILIPPINE 3Eii (CV-47) and other units of TF 77 on 
22 December I950. 

Carrier Air Group TWO commenced operations under the 
command of Commander D. M. TOITE, USN and eleven staff officers 
with the following complement of pilots and number of aircraft; 



Souadron 

VF-24 

VF-63 
VF-64 

Va-65 

vc~35 

VC-3 
VC-11 

VC-61 

HU~1 

Total 



Ne. ef Pilots Ko. .of Aircraft 



29 
27 
26 
28 
6 
4 

5 
5 

1 



17 F4U'-4 
17 F4U-4 
17 F4U-4 
20 iiD-2 - 



3 
2 

3 
3 
1 



AD4N 

F4U-5N 

iiD4F 

F4U-4P 

HO3S 



2 AD4Q 



130 



S5 



On 7 January I951 Commander R. W. RYSD, Wh assumed command of 
Air Group WO, 

The mission of Task Force 77 was to provide close air 
sup-'Ort, air cover and air Interdiction to enemy forces in support 
of Ul? Troops in Korea in accordance with Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
Operation Order 18-50 of 12 December 1950. 



•X 



Ossified 




PiiRT lit Chronological Order of Events 

(a) 19 December I95O: Departed indepe. der.tly from Yokosuka, 
japan at. C^ZA^ to proceed to Task iorce 77 in Korean Waters, 
LauDi^fied HU--2 detachment of 8 helicopters for First ii^arine hir Wing 
.a< Itami, Japan for further transfer to VMO-6. 

20 Decenber 19^0: Conducted refresher landings, day and 
night. The U3S HOLLISTSB (DD-7ou) and USS OZBOUMJ (DD-o46) joined 
the US3 VxiLLEY FORGE (CY-45) to act as escort. 



21 Deceffi>-er 1950: Conducted day refresher larc^ings ''efore 
passing throiigh Van Diemen Straits. 

22 Decemher 1950i Launched tow target planes for hA firing . 
practice conducted by 5 inch, 40 ML,i and 20 weapons. Rendezvoused 
with Task Force 7? at I605. 

23 Decern'^ er 1950: Conducted close air support operations 
on roads and villages containing troops ■'n the vicinity of Hanhung. 
Planes y/ere vectored to targets by ^rmy and air Force controllers. 
Ensign J, R. BRIWiCLEy, 506737/1310, U£I\ , in F4U-4 Bu. lo. 96G99 
crashed from enemy fire north of Hungham, Pilot and plane were 
lost in_ flames, attacks for the day v^ere made on Kolori, Tongdong, 
Chosln rieservoir, '■anpung-ni, Songburi, Changhungni, Toe jo, and 
Oro-ri in 56 sorties. 

24 December I95O: iiir Oper tions consisted of aS? and CiiP 
over formation. Ten sorties were flown. 

25 December 1950: Launched tow tar et planes for Ak firing 
practice by U33 PHILIPPIi\E ZEa (CV-47) and destroyer screen. 
Replenished 525,166 gallons of fuel oil, 63,300 gallons of aviation 
gasoline, and 74.3 tons of ammunition. 

26 December 1950: Remained v;ith replenishment Task Group 
79.1 and received 12«j,ol4 gallons of fuel oil and 6,135 gallons of 
aviation gasoline. 

27 December 1950: Remained with replenishment Task Group 
79.1 and received 61,113 pounds of provisions. 

28 December 1950s V'ith the evacuation at Hungnam completed, 
close air support involved reconnaissance attacks on road routes 

in Eastern Korea north of the bombline. Air Force controllers also 
pointed out specific targets for attacks. Attacits were also made 
on Kalchon, Papori, Kuun-nl, Chlgyong-dong, Hwachon, and Songdongni 
in 32 sorties for the day. 
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29 Decem^^er 1950: Close air support continued in Eastern 
Korea with attacks made on tvrelve small villsfiies, troops, and 
vehicles along the road routes. 76 sorties were flown. 



30 December I95O: Attacks '.v'ere made on seven villeges, 
troops, and a bridge inflicting considerable damage and trooo 
casualties. 12 sorties were flown. Operatiors we-e delayed^ due 
to bad weather, 

31 Decem'^er 1950. Rendezvoused with replenishment Task 
Group 79.1 and received 227,220 gallons of fuel oil, 43,500 gallons 
of aviation gasoline and 11. fe tons of ammunition. 

1 January 1951: .Early morning combat air patrol started 
flight operations and was followed by close air support and photo 
reconnaissance flights over Northeast Korea, Attacks -i^er^e made 
on Wontong-nl, Vhachon, Pla-ri, Kisar-ni, Kumh'va, Hyon-n'i, and 
3indal-rl, Damage was rendered to warehouses, buildings, trucks, ■ 
and bridges. Troop casualties were estimated low. Photographers 
recorded conditions of many highway bridges, RR tunr-els and bridges 
and road routes. 51 sorties were flown.' 

2 January 1951: The close air support operations this date 
ircluded attacks on Kumwha, Ponge-ri, Chang ^on, 3angtan-ni, 
Ko^in~nl, 3ongbyon-ni, l^iaesokyo, Chorwon, Yanggu, Kumsong, 
Tongduch~rl, and many small villages v;here troops were concentrated, 
Five mobile gims and an artillery piece were destroyed in addition 
to damage to targets similar to 1 January 1951. Photo reconnais- 
sance recorded enemy activity in villages and troop movements along 
main routes. 9I sorties were flown. 

3 January 1951: Continued close air support operations with 
attacks on Uijongbu, Kogo, Yonggln-ni, Oenyan-ni, V/onson, Tokaho- 
tan, 3ongbyon-ri, Pyongni, Hwaehon, Chipo-ri, Yar^gu and smallor 
villages as directed by controllers, 90 sorties were flown. 

4 January 1951: Rendezvoused with Task Group 79. 1 and 
replenished with 156,702 gallons of fuel oil, 98,530 gallons of 
aviation gasoline and 144.7 tons of ammunition. 

5 January 1951: Close air support ope s,t ions included 
attacks on Kosong and many small villages where troops had 
concentrated. A large nxamber of enemy troop casualties were 
estimated for the strikes this date. 9I sorties were flown. 

6 January 1951: Flight operations were csncelled because 
of low ceiling and poor visibility. CoraCarDiv FIVE broke hl» 
flag aboard the U:S ViiLLEY FOBGE (CV-45). 
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7 January 1951: RfentJezVdufied *ith l^eDlenlshment Task 
Group 79.1 and received 114,912 gallons of fuel oil, 36,600 
gallons of aviation gasoline, and 82.2 tons of ammunition» 

8 January 1951* Flight operations were cancelled due 
to low ceiling and poor visibility. ComCarDiv FIVE hauled down 
his flag in U3S VALLEY PORGE (CV-45) and departed for USS 
PHILIPPIKE SEA (CV-47). 

9 January 19515 Low ceiling and poor visibility con- 
tinued to prevent flight operations, USS GURKS (DD-7c.3) came 
alongside and received 61,530 gallons of fuel oil, 

10 January 1951 J Poor weather prevented flight operations. 
Task hoToe moved to position off southern end of the Korean 
Peninsula. 

11 January 1951: Flight operations were delayed until 
noon, for better visibility. Close air support attacks were 
made on Kangnong, Suwon, and Pyongyong-ni* Damage included a 
number of buildings and RH cars, and some trooo casualties were 
observed, 33 sorties ^-ere flown, 

12 January 1951s Close air supoort attacks wore made on 
Wonju, Ghunchon-nl, Kangnong and some troop trenches. The 
operating distance from the base location hampered oroper 
execution of missions. 60 sorties were flown, 

13 January 1951s Rendezvoused with replenishment Task 
Group 79.1 and received 361,746 gallons of fuel oil, 41,000 
gallons of aviation gasoline and 68,2 tons of ammunition, 

14 January 1951: Close air support and armed reconnais- 
sance attacks were made on Yongwal, Kosuri, Cheksong-nl, and 
Hangnung damaging warehouses, many large buildings, a radio 
antennas and accounting for some enemy troop casualties surround- 
ing the evacuation of friendly troops by helicopter. The photo 
mission located a mobile gun near iifia jukkoni, 65 sorties were 
flown. 

15 January 1951 J Close air support and armed reconnais- 
sance missions destroyed four villages, 220 troop casualties, 
and 160 buildings in many small villages including Suwon, 
Pyongchang, Kawachon, Anson and Eongchon, 68 sorties were flown. 
Ensign S. J, HOFSTRA, 0507028/I3IO, USN, ditched his F4U-4, Bu. 
lio* 96865 near Y/onsan and was rescued by a British Sunderland 
Flying Boat. 

16 January 1951J Close air support and armed reconnais- 
sance attacks were made on Hoeng-song;, Ouigong~nl, Yongwal, Yong- 
chun and other 
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17 January 1951 s Rendezvoused v/lth replenishment Task 
Group 79,1 and received 413^952 gallons of fuel oil, 35,000 
gallons of aviation gasoline, and 98.6 tons of ammunition. 

18 January 195lJ Close air support and armed reconnaissance 
attacks were made on Chonchon-ni, Sangchang, Bougui, Tachwa-ri, 
Suvran, 31nwon-ri and smaller villages". One HR bridge was destroyed 
and two highway bridges were damaged. 71 sorties wore flown. The 
photo flight verified the bridge damage. 

19 January 1951* Close air support and armed rBCOnnaissance 
attacks were made on many small villages including Tanyang, Wondong 
and Yongwal. 60 buildings and two RR bridges were daniaged. Many 
troop casualties were reported* 98 sorties were flown. Denarted 
operating area, for Sasebo, Japan, 

(B) Summary of Sorties 



Offensive 
Defensive 

Photo Reconnaissance 
.Veather Reconnaissance 
Tractor 
Courier 

PjiRT Hi t Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 
(a) Ammunition Expenditure: 

TYPE 



F4U 


AD 


Total 


547 


273 


629 


78 


43 


121 


39 


00 


39 


1 


9 


10 


0 


2 


2 


. 1 


1 


2 



Bombs: 100# G.P. 

220# Frags. 

250# G.P. 

260# Prags, 

500?^ G,P. 
1000# G.P. 
2000# G.P. 

TYPE 

Machine Gun 

Ammo: 50 Cali'-er, rds, 



Rockets : 
Napalm: 



rds. 



5" HVAR 

1^-51 and Mk. 12 
Drop Tank. 



CUhNTITY 

2959 
239 

146 
149& 

190 
109 

18 

CUAI^TITY 



422,325 
39,695 

462 

712 
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(B) PerformaiKJe of Ofdtiahce Equipment: 

See special coimnents, PaRT VI. 
Pa KT IY ! Battle Damage: 

\'\'.- Dinjags to ships ?j<ine, 
*<c ci liar, ? 

FA -J AD 



{V.'< 7) T mag 3 



F4U iD TWXaL 



Lost < r 


1 


1 4 


Darnaged 2 4 


2 


? 8 


Damage infliotsd on ensiisy; 






TARGETS 




.DAMAGED 


Aircraft 


0 


1 


Trucks 


4 


12 


Tanks 


2 


0 


Carts 


17 


4 


RR Bridges 


0 


5 


Highway Bridges 


0 


14 


Field Pieces 


8 


0 


iirmed Cars 


1 


0 


RR Cars 


3 


8 


Aai-iio Dumps 


3 


0 


Supply Dumps 




3 


Farehouses 


20 


19 


Villages 


■ 17 


49 


Houses 


400 


12 


Oil otcrage Tanks 


1 


0 


Observation Posts 


1 


0 


Radio Stations 


0 


1 


Junks 


0 


1 



Troops 



PART Vs Personnel 



Possibly 4,000 casualties. 
Ko means of confirming 
estimate. 



(A) Performance: See Special Comments, PiiRT VI. 

(E) Casualties; Ensign J. R. BHIKKLEY, 506737/1310, USK 

killed in Action. 
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PART VI; Special Comments 
(A) Airmen Trainings 

Large drafts cf AA and AN ratings have been received during 
the past three (3) months. These men were all eager and willing to 
take their places m the ship, but were comDletely ignorant 3n the 
scope of airplane handling, aviation ordnance, avist^on gasoline 
handling, and fundamentpa knowle--^ge of aircraft. This imnos^d 'the 
P '.-bleni of training and absorbing large numbers of Dersonriol into 
cne iiir Department during rather strenuous operc-tiohs. 

It is recommended that a study be made of recruit training 
of airmen with an eye toward giving them at least a working iaiow- 

^f^'^S® subjects listed in the paragraph above. It is not 
difficult to visualize the type of training required to make them 
.amiiiar with these subjects. Whether they go to an airc-^a-^t 
carrier or not it will still e sound training and well worth the 
eifort. This is Dartlcularly true in the field of aviation safety, 
it would be a relatively simple -oroUem to simulate a flight declc 
or parking ramp with their inherent dangers of Dropellors, hieh 
noise level, wing folding and taxiing. ' 

(B) Aviation Ordnance; 

During the period covered by this renort the use of napalm 
as a primary weapon reached an all-time high. This brought to 
light certain deficiencies in the handlir:g o?: napalm on ^oard 
aircraft carriers. 

Consideration should be given toward the development of a 
suitable napalm container. At the present time the Japanese man- 
uiactured F-51 tank and the Mark 12 external iuel tanks are used. 
Both are unsuitable as napalm containers although they will serve 
the purpose for the time being. The Mark 12 tank is too expensive 
to use as a napalm container. More important, hoveveT-, is the 
difficulty encountered in hanging or dropping the Hark 12 tank when 
i ifnn "SP^-'-"'' During cold ?;eather oper&tions the tanks must ' 

l}^^^^- ^ ce-tral filling station since it is mandatory to use 
hot 'gasoline. This, of course, necessitates transporting the full 
tank to the aircraft and hanging the full tank. For transporting 
full tanks the Mark 5 Mod 0 torpedo-bomb skid is used. This skid 
serves the purpose but is large and somewhat unwieldy. This limits 
the number that can be assembled on the flight deck which in turn 
limits the number of tanks that can be handled' in a given time. If 
and when a napalm container as such is developed consideration 
should be given to adapting it for transoortation «n a Mark-1 Mod-1 
bomb skid. These skids are available in large numbers and can be 
easily stowed in a matter of minutes thereby not interferring with 
flight deck operations. 
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At the present time the Mark 12 tank is susDended by using 
a Mark 7 or 8 bomb hoist in conjunction with a "home-made" belly 
strap. This system is rather attkV'rari since it recuires about three 
men to jugs^le the tank the last two ot three inches of the way. 
In the development of a napalm conta^net a padeye >>etwee'^. the sus- 
pension lugs should be installed to receive the swaged fitting 
of thg bomb hoist cable. This will insure rapid loading and un- 
loading o: the full tank. It is pointed out that this proposed 
padeye must be small enough to allow the tank to reach the sus- 
pension hooks without interference between the padeye and bomb 
cable swage fitting and the bomb rack. 

The deficiencies noted above also apply to the Jananese 
tank with the additional undesirable feature of having to bash 
"n the tank to accomodate sway braces. 

The Mark-1 Mod-0 Incendiary Mixer is used to mix napalm 
powder and gasoline. This mixer is unsatisfactory. All napalm 
must be sifted prior to usinp in the iiiark-1 iitod-0 mixer. It is 
necessary for one man to continually agitate the ore- sifted napalm 
as it IS poured in the mixer to Tjrevent clogging. On the flight 
deck this is a rather messy procedure. It is strongly recommended 
that serious consideration be giver toward the develonmert of a 
larger and more adequate mixer. The proposed development should 
envision a large mixer capable of handling at least 1000 pounds 
of napalm powder. The mixer should be mechanical and have the 
ability to mix automatically a pre-determined napalm mixture. 

At the present time the S3R5 and 5;4R8 igniters are used on 
napalm bombs, mile the percentage of duds has been very low it is 
felt that some duds have occurred as the result of the igniters 
inability to arm due to the tumbling of the napalm bomb. Experi- 
ments should be conducted to ascertain the ability of the 
anemometer type arming device on these igniters to rotate the 
required 18 turns on a tumbling bomb dropped from low altitudes. 
The tumbling bomb is more desirable than the finned bom>- since 
it gives a better "spread" of napalm and resultant iires.. 



J, M. CARSOK 



Copy to: 

CNO (Advance) 

ComAirPac 



2 
10 



(Airmail) 

(Airmail for further distri- 
bution as deemed ap ropriatt 



ComCarDiv ONE 
ComCarDlv FIVE 



4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
2 



CO, U-^S PHILIPS IK- ?EA 
CO, U33 BOXER 
CO, USS PRINGETOK 



CO, USS LTTE 
CTF 77 
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NAVHISTDIVINST 5500.1 
By: OP4}9Bd20s 



Sub j ! 

Ref: 
End! 



From: Commanding Officer 
To J Chief of Kaval Operations 
Via; (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY- SEOT 

(2) Commander SEVEI^iTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces FAit EAST 

(4) Co;:,^mander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Action Report for the period 3I January I951 through 
2d Sflarch 1951 

(a) CKO rest Itr Op~345/aa ser 1197P34 dtd 3 Aug I950 

(1) Pilot Briefing Form ^p■ 

(2) Pilot Debriefing Form'!*? 

(3) ACI Organization Chsr^„ 

t 

1. ^In accordance with reference (a) the Action Renort for the 
period 31 January 1951 through 26 March 1951 is hereby submitted* 

PART Is Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

Complying with ComSEVEi^iTHFlt secret despatch 2601 38Z of 
January 1951, the US '5 VALLEY FOKGE ^vit^ Carrier Air Group 

TWO embarked got underway enroute from Sasebo, Japm to the 
operating area in company with the USS OZBOURI> (DD-bct^ rj^'z 
MCCAFFERY (DD-660) and DesDiv 52 on the morning of :^1 Ja-czHry 19^3 
and joined CTF 77 (ComCarDiv Oi\E) embarked in the USS FHIiiIPPIKe' 
SEA (C7--47) and other units of TF 77 cn 1 February I95I. After 
16 days cf operating the USS 7ALLEY FORGE returned to thR port of 
Yokosuka, Japan on 26 February 1951 for a period of maintenance 
and upkeep. By order of ComSEVEKTHFlt secret despatch Ob0556z 
of March I951 the VALLEY FORGS, with Carrier Air GrouD T'VC and 
ComCarDiv ORE embarked, a^ain returned to the onerating area in 
company with the USS MISSOURI (BB-63), USS BOLE^ (DD-7 55) , and US3 
LOFBEHG (D^-759) on the morning of 11 March 1951 and joint- 1 TF 77 
consisting of the USS PHILIPPIKE SEA (CV-47) , OSS PKI>;CETOi'- 
CCV-37), and other units on I3 March 1951. 

Commanding Officer of Carrier Air Grouni T'.'O was R. ¥. 
RYKD, CDRj USK, with the following complement of pilots and 
number of aircraft at the beginning of flight overationss 



NO. OF PILOTS 



SQUADROK 

VF-24 29 

VF-63 27 

VF-64 26 

VA-65 26 

VC-.35 6 

VG-3 4 

VC-11 5 

vc-61 5 
CVG-2 & Staff 10 



m. O F..AlRC.f jPT 

17 F4U-4 

17 F4U-4 

17 KAU-4 

16 AD- 2, 2 AD-4, 

3 AD'-4N 

3 F4U-5K 

3 AD-4Br 

3 F4U-4P 



PART lii Chronological Order of Events 

(A) 1/31/^! Underway enroute from Sasebo, Jaoan to operatine 
area in company with destroyer escort. Launched ferry fliJS? 

^f.r.ll^'''^'^^'^^^^'' ^""^ ^''^^'^ courier planes from Itazuke. Con- 
ducted hX firing practice. 

T«i,n^>,J^y^-^* Bendezvoused with TF 77 in the eEPly morning. 
Launched, close air support strikes and photo missions over I«orth- 
eastern Korea with 58 sorties for the day. 

■ 2/2/5I; Launched close air support, bridge strikes, photc 
missions and night hecklers. Several hGndrld troSp casualties 
were inflicted. 31 sorties were flown. c-^xi^iyi. 

V 'A ^{'V,^^' ^ ^f- attacks consisted of close air support and 
bridge strikes taking a toll cf several hundred enemy trooD 
casualties, 30 houses containing troops, and damaging two RR 
bridges. 60 sorties were flown. 

^on nnr^^^^(?'^' Jen^lezvoused with replenishment grouP and receivt 
^n^S^o^J^^''''^''^ fuel oil, 65,000 gallons of aviation gasoline 
and 70 •/ tons of ammunition, 

P./ 5/51 i Conducted close air support, bridge strikes, 
photo missions and night heckler attacks. Dropped two spans 
on rtK bridge. 53 sorties w.-^re flo?.'n. 

2/6/5I: Flight operations i^eve limited to dGr'^>-.« !.,r- 
sorties due to low ceiling and icing conditions. Six sorties wtsi. 
flown. The US3 CUI.1NINGHAM (DD-752) and the Pr/AKS (DD-754) 
came alongside and received 68,010 and 5'5-,50'^ gallons of fuel 
oil respectively, 

2/7/51 s Weather conditions delayed flight operations 
until late morning. Close air support, bridge strikes, and 
photo missions were conducted in two events totaling 47 sorties 
for the day. Two F4U aircraft were lost, one on catapult take- 
off in which Ensign G. A. ivUHTIH, 0505344, Vch was not recovered 
and the other on landing approach in which Ensign G. W, STINNETT, 
Jr., 0507660, USB was recovered by helicopter. 

2/8/51 s Rendezvoused with replenishment group and 
received 298,956 gallons of fuel oil, 36,630 gallons of aviation 
gasoline and 141.2 tons of ammunition. 

2/9/51 ; . Launched early morning hecklers only. Further 
flight"* operations were prevented by snow and icing conditions. 
Slight trucks were destroyed in five sorties for the day, 

2/10/51 s Close air support, bridge strikes, photo 
missions and night heckler attacks were conducted in" 57 sorties 
which accounted for damage to two BR bridges and one his^hway 
bridge. 

2/11/51 s Conducted close air support, hridge strikes 
and photo missions in 65 sorties v/hich ini'licted approximately 
100 enenry troop casualties. 
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2/24/51.- Poor weather prevented flight operations. 

reoel,el1f0^^6 X^^o^luS* ^if^i^^^S"^"* ^-'^P 
gasoline, and II6.3 tons oi amunition. °^ aviation 

for YotosS^fHapan?"*''' ^'"^ operating area In the morning 
yokosukff Jafan? f'"" operating area to 

Japan for'^aLt;nlnoe''f'd upkelp.*° ^°'^°="ka, 

operatll^^arS^n°Solpanv wyfrdLf^"" ''"'^^^^^^ ^^apan to the 
MISSOimi (BB-63) joined th= ?o.ml??''°^?'' U'S 
Ships conducted Ai fJ^Lg ^rfo??!^!-''" ^''^ '"ernoon and ali 

operati?:^\'^S: cJnducleS Wrgf -^iSfi/^P- *° 

jwv jiring practice enr-outG. 

group in the ecrly afterronn ? -"^ "^^^ rep.lenlshment 
fuel oil. ^"^-"^ -iternoon and received 2^4,974 gallons of 

nj^al gunnre'spo???ngf |nd%'^^^^ ^P^^^^^- strikes, 

the day. Three (3) hichwav "^^"^^t"^'^ ^1 sorties for 

damaged. ^iiShway bridges ana a locomotive were 

heckler^f b^^Sge 's^l^^t^f^r'Z^^^t'^' --^^ ---ng 
missions In 57 sorties f^up r^f spotting and -ohcto 

highway bridge i^ei-e daiageS! ^^^^^^-d bridges and one ■ 

railroad^l^^d^^-, lS?ngXnglL.^r?u^ ^'^^^^^^^ ^^"•-^-^^ 

lumber destroye.' snecial st^TWc^ . ^-^^^^S tracks, and 

Photo msslonL " i4?e (5) S^rold bSclf!^'''"^ 
lumber piles were damaged. '^'eS'^so^tJ^fle;! ?!owa?'^ 

heckler^f ?^[^-e S^rJlJ^s^'raUrLd'" T^^^- --^-^ 
special strike!, naval ^irff.p''?^!!?^*^^^^ ^-^^ destroyer 
T^^o (2) highway 'and sL'(6) ?Pi!CrSJ]/f' Ph-^.o ,..i.3lons:' 
111 sorties for the day. ^^'-l-oad bria.^es -ers c^.r^-ged in 

receivedl3{f822 Tallons^TfZi^''-^^^^^^ S^^^P '^nd 

gasoline, 294fS'tSnl of f^JSin^tlc^n!' ' ^"'"^"^ 
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2/14/51 i Poor weather conditions prevented flight 
operations v/ith the exception of a special search migdion. 
3 5 ■.58 5 gallons of fuel oil v/cre transferred to the asS 
CUNNIKGIiAM (DD-752) , 41,792 gallons to the USS H0LLI3TEi. 
CDD-780), 46,008 gallons to the USS OTOJi (Di)-74j; and 
44,218 gallons to the USS FISKE (DD~842), 

2/15/51 : Conducted close air support, bridge fitri?^es, 
and photo missions in 105 sorties damaging threa higliwaj' 
bridges, destroying seven trucks, and iiiflicting 350 anerpv 
troop casualties, A successful wheels up landing in an km 
aircraft tj&s cccpleted by LTJG i^. C. H/OC^/ELL, 0475219, USK. 
J. V. BRIGS, Jr., Ali, 302 31 02, 0SK, was injiirsd in the foot 
by a 20Mkt shell fired from one of the guns of the plane 
during this landing, 

2/16/51 ! Conducted close air support, special strikes, 
and a photo and early moralng hockler mission. Bad weather 
prevented afternoon flights 42 sorties were flc: 



2/17/51 ! Piondezvoused -.dth re'iDlenishment group and 
received 476,826 gallons of fuel oil, 79.000 gailorjs of aviation 
gasoline, ana 166,2 tons of arptnuniticn. 

2/18/51 s Flight operations vvore delayed until the 
afternoon and close air support, armed reconrioissance, special 
strlifes and a photo and search mission Vi'ere launch^-d \n 47 
sorties. Ensign H, M. T7EDE, 050&2S4, JJSh, after an eriRtne 
failure in his F4U aircraft went do-fi-n at sea in a E:ln3 field. 
He was rescued by a sinall boat from the USS OZBOUBl. COD 646) . 

2/19/51 s Conducted close air support 5 special strikes, 
naval gunfiro spotting, and a ohoto and search mission i.r. the 
morning launch, delayed due to poor visilility ?nd "ba i v.'eathar. 
One HH bridge was damaged and a tank and janj's: destroy-jd* 47 
sorties ^-ere flown, 

2/20/51 s A full days flight operations 'vorc conducted 
w?th close air support, special strikes, r'zval gunfire spotting, 
and heckler and photo missions* Six barracks and t^>iO trucks 
were destroyed. An F4U flown by LTJG B. 5'. ii^CDERMCTT, 
0299564, USN, was hit hy anti-aircraft fire on a photo mJ.ssion 
and ditched at sea« Hg was rescued by a small bDat put out 
from the USS V'aLLaCS L. LIKD (DD-708) . 72 sorties v.'ere flown. 

2/21/51 J Rendezvoused v;ith replenishnent :T2^oup and 
received 241,290 gallons of fuel oil, 53,oCO ga:.:.o.' of aviation 
gasoline, and 104.4 tons of ammunition, 

2/22/51 s Conducted close air support, spjcial strikes, 
naval gunfire spotting, and photo missions in 92 aortias for 
the day. Severely damaged a KR bridge and destroy^id 4 barracks, 
26 buildings, and 22 houses containing enemy troops. 



^^ ^^ DECLASSIHED 

naval g^nnrf spomSf luSw"/'? ^^^^^^^ striked 

breaker special s^ritfl /^^^^J.^.^f^^^J^f^ railroad soedef fid 
way bridges and two raiiropd ^^isslons. Pour (4) high- 

for the day. ^™ ^'ailroad bridges were daragsd in 66 sorties 

Photo J^^^/S: and^'?^^|"hecair1?t?^r^\^ ^^-^^-^ 

fire over the bombljne and T^.'^i'"''''^^'^ received A.^ 

Airfield Without injury ?o M^^^i i'"""^^^ P^^^^ SeoSl 
HMLEY, Ail, 719 23 71 u^N ^J^^^^^ passeiiger, E. H. 
in a l^^r^'^rll!l/ilj^;^^^^^rl^s chest,. mjiries 
were flown for the day. ^ fl^gnt deck* tl sorties 

.asoline, X55.3 tons or ^^c^l^ ^toS^^l^^^^^on 

^re^Kerl^%lli .^^fl^^'t.^^^^^^^^^ railroad 
"•ission in 65 sorties for ?he d?v ^"^i^f, ^nd a photo 
railroad hridges were damagod ^nd*. J^'?^ ^^^^^ ^nd threo 
train was destroyed in ^''Sel? ^ '^'''^^^'^ anuminiticn 

^^<^t^^^o.6^l^^s''''^^:Sl3l Close air 

b.Qlcen^at23aoc.ti?ns."1t^J^ 

onms^E?stS'Day?°'' '^^'^^^^^^^^^P^^-nted ^ight ^opte^^ ^ 



, Japan,;:':^^ , ^N'j.oper^ting ^^a .enrout e ^ to ' 

tB)'.ri :.Jumaiary-Sf^;^ : ; ^^'^ . ■?^^-^-' 

■ •■".^Offensive-- ■ ' ■? ^ is" 

■ Defensive: ' ' ™^ -471:::;126l\ 
Photo Reconnaissance ?f 225 

PART' III: ■ ■ Performahce-^oi^-rt-,^**- J, ' L'- ; - 

= . ^V-.; rv •^'^*^^?^^^^sterial.a0d/Eq 

(A) Aininunit ion Expenditures ^' i -^-v.';;; 

' - ■ ■ . ■. . ^ - 1 \ : , . 

- Bombs;-.- ■ . . ioo# otp. . . : ^ ; 

■' ■ ' • ^■-i.> 220# Frags. 'm'-''''' ' - 



suka, 
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(B) Perform?.nco of Ordnance Equioment; 
(Soe Special Comments, PAST VI) 

PAi^T IV; Battle Damage 

(A) Damsge to Ship: None 

(B) Damage to Aircraft: 

COMBAT 



DBCLASSIRED 



Lost 
Damaged 



(C) Damage Inflicted, on Enemy; 

Targets 

Tanks 

Trucks 

Command Cars 

Locomotives 

Ammunition Trains 

Carts 

Wagons 

RR Bridges 

Hwy Bridges 

HR Yards 

RR Turn Tables 

RR Track Hits 

Tunnels 

HR Cars 

Supply Dumps 

Ammo Dumps 

Oil Dumps 

Oil Refinery 

Warehouses 

Barracks 

Bouses 

Buildings 

Gun Smpla cements 

Huts 

Airfield Runways 
Mortar Positions 
Command Posts 
Fuel Tanks 
Steel Mill 
Lumber Piles 
Aquaducts 

Radio Installations 

Rorses 

Oxen 

Sampans 

Troops (Estimated 3,14? casualt 



F4U 


Ml 


F4U 


AD 


4 


0 


3 


0 


0 


3 


2 


2 



OPERATION AL 

Total 

7 
7 





ur.mssea 


4 


16 


34 


39 


4 


0 


0 


1 


1 


1 




15 


0 


3 


0 


47 


0 


49 


0 


4 


1 


0 


V 




0 


:i7 


35 


117 


4 


7 


0 


1 


1 


2 


1 


0 


30 


21 


23 


11 


313 


300 


264 


305 


5 


1 


64 


12 


0 


1 


3 


0 


1 


0 


7 


0 


0 


1 


6 


4 


4 


0 


0 


1 


13 


0 


11 


0 


3 


± 



les, '•:ot "or.fir-rr^iid) 



tlWP • D no ^ n ^ T 



CV45/A.J.6-3/aej 
Serial: 05.1 



DKIASSIFIED 



CB) Casualties: G. A. I/iAliTIM, SK3. , 0505344/1310, USH. 

Killed In Action, 

D. ^^A. McCOSKHIS, LTJG, 0465391/1310, USK . 
iwissing^ in Action. 

J. V, PRICE, Jr., AK, 302 31 02, USl^j , 
Injui-eci in foot from accident ial 20-'': 'i shell 
■ ^l® ^^^^^-'-^S^*" ^^'^^ during plane l^;..riinp, ' 
n. C. Loom, ENS., 0507201/1310, U£N. 
Missing in Action, 

E. H, HAiaEY, AIS 719 2^ 71, USS. 
Injured in tho chest after fall under 
whesil of plane during plane towing on the 
flight deck, 

PART VI I Special Cocinents 

(A) Air Group Composition! 

The five squadron air grouD Is considered undesirable 
under wartime conditions. Although only four scu?d??ns hpvl 
been embarked dnving this period a further consul d^^ioniJ 
believed desirable for operation on the C"^-Q -l.-.s -i?i«; 
It is recomr ended thot groups be -c-npjseo oC t:^>^ae sc'uadroAs 
only Admnistratlon and tactical organization" ^oul^ bf 
simplified and the severe congestion caused by f.;vo scurdrons 
operating from one ready room would be alleviated. ^'^'""'^'^^^^ 

(B) Aircraft Handling; 

^^..1 JJ-l co aslement - Much hss been written on the 

ideal or desirable complement of the CV-.9 clasp crrri-rs. 
During tnis period the ship operated 65 aircraft which is con- 
siderably less than the total that could be operated, i.ovvever, 



tne proficiency with which the 85 aircraft vere handled as 
compered with the loss of efficiency when oper^^'tirp ^'t -ax-smnn 
complement of 95 or 96 aircraft was amoly denonsi^'lted/ 

""ii ^^^'^^ ^■l^-g^t and hangar deck ■ 

if It ^t^^^l^^S the air plan and al'vays have aircraft available 
for the first event in the number and cypog required, Fowevcr, 
replacement of aircraft imposed a very small problem in this ' 
operating area. In ar&as vjhere replacement of aircraft is 
expected to be a difficult problem the maximum complement is 
of greater importance. 

4-v,,-o ^^■"^''^^n^^^'^'^f °^ aircraft benefitted gre.-tly by orjorating 
this 'Ideal" complement, Maintenance and its end result, 
Jriu J C'^-nced by the simple fact th-'i.t portions 

01 the hangar deck could be spotted loosely th--cbv rorm-^-^tine 
the rapid movement of planes to and froiii the hnn-Vi- deck"^" 
maintenance areas. 

^u, ^n?r^^^n"°'^ ^'^ ordnance loading was greatly facilitated 
by this yideal" complement. It Dermitted the deck to be shotted 
to alleviate ordnance loading difficulties such as sufficient 
room between planes; sufficient room to 1^^^^ out "pd-- rd "vings 
and racks of aircraft alon? the deck edeci snr^.^Hin.-/ nf i«,ir..T<, nr, 
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al.solutify niHfiiFFf-.; doS'"^?f iTS '=^te?'^""g 'than was 

launch. ' *° ^^^onds <=an be realized for the entire 

=sn be griaflT^isi-g^^?,-.^''^ tyPe flight Ceck shoe 

defiolemlc-sT u ls t- ...^^^^^SL""'* ^" distinct 

The lea?hto sSuW°bf treated tr;jiv/'Jr° 'V""' support. 

kept in that condition Sy tiie ALTfr^.^'^i ""f 

any other weter re-at^T T cri Sv,S S - ? neatsfoot oil or 

be experimented with to fin^ a beuL g??pp^?!"^ ^^'^'^^ 

noise level, partlculcr?y "ithlots aboerd -^S^.^J^^V.?!;^ ^^^^ 
almost useless, a helmet v;ith props?!? d^^Sn^S t^akers 
enhance the v^lue of phone taJke^s^^SsidaJ^f?;! """^ ''^^^^ 

(C) Aircraft Maintenancei 

(D) Landing Signal Officers s 

assi™?''*^^!hi?o^ft^f five Landing Signal Officers ..ere 
assigned, I'liiie it is real?.zed that trsininR for T^O's 

sniiTing of LSO's to give each an opportunitv for Pi-^-tir^-, 
does not particulrrly enhance oper.tLns' It isT.c^e^ded 
th..:t not more than three (3) be assigned to a CV. 

(E) Aviation Ordnances 

-^nri Ko-t-^^® need- for much improved ordnance handling equipment 
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(F) Engineerings 

This ship has benefitted greatly as the result of two 
ayai.latility periods since its return to tho co.Voat area. The ■ 
1 irst of these was a ten day period in Sasijbo Harbor during 
the latter part of January and the second for eight day. 't 
Yckosuka during the first part of March, >i tsn day avc^ i /.^■^llity 
for Gvory thirty days of operations is considered adi^cur.t ■ \n 
i^aintam this class of vessel in excellsnt state of •opVr-'^ oral 
readiness and reliability. Changing the loc-tion o." tho avail- 
ability from Sasebo to Yokosuka has also nrovan very bensfioi?! 
since the ship can take advantage of the Haval Base ship repair 
facilities and the base supply depot for spare parts at 
Yokosuka. 

During the entire period th£t the VALLEY ^ORGll has 
operated in WesPac the question of boiler -oower K-hen flying jet 
aircraft has continually arisen,. This vessel has -concluded that 
eight boiler operation is the only guarantee r.palnsT; marked 
decreases in vjind intensity which dsmand hij^hoi- ship speed, A 
good prediction night be made for a partiml^r a-'sa but i*" the 
vessel shifts to a new operating arer- -"^ho ^- y-' r.-ny po 
longer hold and ^he:?^as tht; ^vi;^:! Ti.uit a.v.c, slxtocn knots 

in the Earning it iaii^ht oe only throe knoti. in the xrte after- 
noon. 

Eight boiler operation allows for maxiimim sp ed if denanded 
easier operation of boilers by fireroom pei'sonnel,' -,r..c ".snlit ' 
plant" operction (both main and auxilary steam pif>i-i3 systems). 
The last feature is very important in case the ship ;; s attacked. 
Operating on six boilers... has a singular advantage in .that ■ the 
ship is able to reduce speed to as lo*;? as ien I'vlcts end still 
maintain flow through the boiler superheaters. It .1?' not nore 
economical and it imposes boiler gperatintr pro'^lems' orJ fireroom. 
personnel, when speed is increased or decreased radic.:illy. Kor.-' 
does it permit good smoke control, './ith six boiler operations 
themaln and auxiliary stoaml ine s a - e cpr/ip le t ely op ,.>n . TJhi s 
is not. good engineering dKm^ge. control wlToii o-p crating in 'v^aters 
where the ship could be attacked and v^ho.vo thirty knots is 
frequently demanded. If a ship should be ready for T;y-enty sight 
knots then it should be ready for mas: j m-a.-Ji -speed.. . . 

Replenishment days present excellent ODportunites for 

boiler md fireroom naintenance. . If boilers art^ oerirdicaXly 
hydrostatlcally tested and all opportunitas. t2^:t<r.' ?.^r';:-.nt-.ige ' 
of to perform minor repair, work, eight boiler ./■:ic--::av;lon oCtween 
dawn and dusk should be no problem. Operrting a.cy-v cla^s 
carrier at thirty knots on six boilers maaiii: t.a.:t Iz-a ship is 
fit mixiraum speed and -the failure -of forced drarr ! lovr.:rt.- Ji' pumns 
means a decrease in speed if an engineorinp c-^^'vlty is to be 
averted.. In other words no vs'^otvq oovvc-r is E*.'-iila>.''.e 
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With regard to electronlds, the -.vork performed or th-^ SX 
fighter-director radar during the last two av^.llr.bility periods 
has raarkt=dly increased its performance. Bogios hi-ve b:^^n picked 
up at ranges of 60, 70, and bO miles depending on the tvos of " 
aircraft and number of plants in the raid. All othor r.-?^?'r3 
have been operating very efficlenctly. Kudio coririunic- 1 ? o-s 
over-all h^.ve b&en excellent; sonc difficultly h.-ja been ^"*xperie:--c 
on teletype reception, but this was mainlv duo to the tirrc- of day 
and atmospheric conditions, CCA was operated during i&^.rch ^^ith 
excellent results. This equipment has been iiaintainod in L^cod 
operrting condition in cise of emergency, 

^ «f*5 exception of a failure in tho antenna p^-destal 
of the 51k 5 Ili'F all electronic oGuipr^ont at r^rosrart is 'in full' 
operating condition. The .vHc 5 iff was oricin-^jlv inst^-lled i"^ 
February 1949, as an expeririental model on "the VaLLBY FORGS,"" 
It was tested with aircraft r.t ,=^an Diego during Fi^bruary I950 
with excellent results. The equipr.^nt v-rs not' put to operational 
use until the return of this vos-sel to isPnc, ' Since then it 
has been in constant use until rcccnt fai]^.L-r cccr-'r-rd ±p the 
antenna pedestal. Until the failure, results obtained fro"i this 
equipment were excellent. Jot aircraft (P9F) -^f.-re easi'ly 
controlled and used as CAP to intercept other aircraft ?;hich 
appeared on the PPI scope as bogies when the jets could not 
be seen using nnrmal radar return inf orraation. Jet aircraft 
(F9F) -vvere tracked solidly out to 150 ajlos us in;- jk IFF. 
The maximum range thnt these aircraft could be tracked, using 
this IFF was not determined but it is believed th:.t good return 
signals could be expected cut to 200 rnilos. The various riodes 
(IFF, FI, PI). proved very useful in identifying different" 
flights. 

The antenna assembly aI\/JPA-11(SN-21) , for . Mk.. 5 .IFF 
is considered unsatisfactory for shipboard use. . Durimj high 
'.vinds the antenna Tvas slowed or spoede'-' up -^nd soi.'^eti-Ves even- 
stopped due to the sail effect of the large surface area of 
thi' antenna and the fact that the drive ii!otor is only 1/& H.p. 
It is believed that because of the strain on' the ant enr.a by high 
winds a clutch arrangement b^tv.'eea the antenna drive notor and 
the main antenna drive gear was -sorn out causing a constant 
slipping between the drive .motor and the anteRna. The Bureau 
of Ships has been advised of this fc^ilure aid stoD; are being 
taken to procure a new antenna pedestal v:hi:h •■/il.i. ba installed 
by ship's force dui-ing the forthGoraing- naval shiTDy-.rd avail- 
ability. 

The AK/UR.D--2 has been operating ',;ell u'lth p. rninir^un of 
required n\aintonance. Its. present location on th-- to'.'ing lipht 
mast creates a null area directly astern. This area exists at 
altitudes below the line of sight fron the antenn- elements to 
the stack. Operation will bo optimum ?;hcn the antenna array 
is' installed above the YE radio homing beacon on the stub rnast. 
It is recommended th: t the presently iastallv-^'' fib:"e ^:.,^S3 
insulators be replaced with porceJ^ain ini^ulr-rcrs . It has been 
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(n) Coianuni cat Ions: 

During the period concerned there rare no prrtici.i 's'" 
problems concerning communications. Through wh^t £pp^'--pd'to 

a decrease In the traffic handled over fle.-3t broadcast 
circuits (JXG POX) traffic '.vith a precedence as Dow as ''"^.'Vit^tjippeD' 
was frequencly received on the day originated. During vri" "'^erio^ 
;{\^?";-°^^??^'^^» 1950? even traffic with a precedence as hioh as 
•Ui^£.raTIONhL IMDIaTE ' often appeared cn broadcast schedules 
Qs long as foui' days after its origination. 

It was noted that certain Intelligence inforiJiation was 
Oa.ten dupli.';<;ted by various co:?;2andersr It is believed thrt 
where prs.ctioablo , a screening of inte.lli<?ence b^^ some ioint 
agency, x-'hioh wo-ald be resDorsible for di-^^sGL-in- t-?on of''this 
type of infornation, T7ouid eHrrinate, or 1/^r ^-^^j-e, r^iiplica- 
Tcion and wou.ld, thereby, reduce the load on persor^^l Pt snialle" 
oonmuni cat ions activities, Uhile, in some cases, i-.re nature o^"^ 
the intelligence to be tronsnitted v.ould be ol ouch importance' 
tnat imnediate delivery to an action addressee is rece^&ar'y it 
IS believed that in many instances the follo-.5ing procedure -.light 
be eiriployedt - & - 

Ca) All iritt.lligGnee infornirtion of a general nature be 
forwarded to a joint intelligence centor for screoning , 

(b) A series of dispatches, addressed to al.1 -roncorned 
be originated by the joint IntelligGnco cen^.er, "'herein duplica- 
tions are eliminated j and certain ncn- essential itcns deleter! or 
made the subject of separate dispatches to orJ.y thosG ;7ho need 
to know. 

(I) Intelligence! 

(1) General Organization - All ship and air grouo intelligenc 
personnel wore pooled and placi3d under the senior air f^roup 
intelligence officer to v/ork together to handle all o ir group 
and ship is intelligence work, S'^uadron ani ship ir.teilirance 
officers were then reassigned as their experier^o and capabilitle- 
dictated „ The organization chart of the Air j.n'-ell igence Section 
is attached as enclosure C3)» Thus each incivijiial squadron 
received an intelligence officer T^jhose primary job v.as intelligent 

The practice of coirbining the air erour uit jl."! iecnce 
function and the ship's intelligence functiau' cn 'i-' t.ie ciroctiwn 
of the riir Group Intelligence Cfficer prov^i - ^.^^ : air r.:ould 
bo even njore effective if the ship*s intellisenou of leer has 
had previous squadron intelligence experiG.nr-3. 

C2) Brie fing and Debriefing - With the squadron AIO's 
working under the direction of the Ship^-Alr Group Inte'llgence 
Officer and out of the ship's Intolligence Office, a conplete 
PILOT BRIEFII;G SKEST was compiled each night zo be v.s 3d by each 
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Though the above systen soiinds cxiniborsoiTe, ones it is 
installed it becomes surprisingly easy to handle an" a vovy simplr 
r.nd exact viaj to be sure thnt all intelligence and oT)erations 
personnel concerned recelvo the correct information ^^Ith a 
minimiiri of confusion. The PILOT BRIJCiaNG SKIT-TT becanio the 
Bible of :lnt.<:;lligence operations but in no way siipDlant>;.d the 
efforts of the squadron AIO's who used the SKEST as a b.-^'ie for 
their own initative, efforts, and briefing. 

An intensive program was developed to maintain a mining 
file of targets of opportunity. These' wore briefed by the AIO 
relative to the assigned mission and in the event no ijecondary 
targets '.vei-e assigned. This practice is highly reonnriended to 
avoid abortive nissions due to weather over the assigned targets, 
etc . 

All squadrons were briefed and debriofsd. in their ready 
roons by their individual aIO's, Ma3S debrieflnq v-s and should 
.ri£2§.ll attenptea because of the obvious and dangerous fallacies 
and inaccuracies inherent in this system. The integrr^.tion of 
rhe individual squadron debrief in,f=; infoi'nation (particularly 
important i,?hen several squsdrons hit the same t.:".?.'C'eb' Jnfcn a corr- 
posite and informative Strike ^la.ph -leipar-': - ^as r.an;ri.Gc: b / the 
Ship-Air Group IntGliV'&Gnao Cif-.c ;r. After a period cf trial an<i 
orrorc-j a highly efficient Pilot Debriefing Forn i^as <';evGloDed , 
Jasod upon three points; (1) efficiently and speed in di^briefim-, 
(2) efficiency and speed in Strike Flash reportins;, (3) coupli-' 
ance v^xth air Sunsiary requirements CHO letter 1 Sept, 1950 ser 
013P05C. Sanple briefing and debriefing forns are attached as 
enclosures (1) and (2), 

In order to slri.plify Strike Flash reporting, a definite 
pattern vv'as developed as folloi7Sj Target narnej target d^\3r;rirtio. 
in detail^ coordinates , ordnance used by category of dustraction, 
results of attack, pertinent observations of rosudts, F--?ch 
attack nade was described in this manner. It is reao':i:.:cnd>L:d 
as a aeans of establishing unifornity in reporting to the Task 
Force Connander>, 

(3) Per sonno.- '. . - The ship's intelligence and assistant 
intellig-ence officers v,;ere assigned the duties of sta->-,istical 
report and plot responsibility respectively- fii;. squadron 
Coribat Reports ^.fere funnelled through the «>^ip--Alr Group 
Intelligence office for correction a' nd distribution. In cases 
where squadron yeoman fell behind in the conpj..l'VGicn of these 
reports, assistance was lent by th© Ship-Ai:- C .■•o-::, odfice, A 
quart erraaster striker was placed in charge cf oh ^■•'ts. By 
means of a running Inventory log, of f ice ^stocks wore kept at 
operating levels by drawing fron stororccim- ''"-ten not busy, the 
striker assisted the AIO yeonan. In this manner fuffioijnt 
stenographic help was available at all tines. The ship's 
intelligence officer was planed in charge cf the preparation of 
all statistical ship and air grou^^ reports required, '■'itb the 
exception of the Strike Flash "Report. The assistant ^ndn's 
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(4) Charts - With the application of the UTM crid to all 
f^llT' ^fP^^^^ss originator or scale, a lon« step towards 
naif T^i^^f^ifT^S^' ^'-^^ ^''^ ^'^^ ^'^^^^ operations ^.ill be' 

S^F,^^""^?^.?^® particularly desirable because 
of their tint shaded gradation. However, elevations in meters 
neutralize this advantage. The blue UTM grid lines are 
excellent for night operations. It is recommcndei that th« 
loot scale replace the acter scale on the klSH L552, 

c;H-fn^®.S^?^*®^''^^J^f,?*^^^®^ issued all charts and naps from 
the Ship-^ir Group Intelligence Office upon request of the 
squadron AlO's. log was kept to avoi^ wastage. Ten sheets 
ot e^ch Close Air 'Support chart >7ere kept for issue in the 
Office. These were logged out to each aIO and returned after 
each hop. This system was found necessary, for strikes against 
the sane target were run tine and tin& a,-ain; if the squadron 
til IZZ^ "^""^ ^^^Ponsiblo, the storare supply as well as 

the office supply ^^ould soon .be exhausted. It 'vvas necessary to 
Inrs^t t^'QOO CA3 charts in order to hr.ve available 100 of each 

r^^^^^^f Korea. It is urgently reconnended these 

charts be packaged in 50 's Ti;ith an infornative label. Currently 
they are issued in bulk, about two thousand charts to a box with- 
out labeling or sequence of any kind, a result hundreds of 
unnecessary hour^; of ir- ::-and: . :U necessary in order- to set 
rS^V ''^■T^r -^cin be readily drawn uDon 77hen 

office stocks run shore. The sacie situation ^^as found in the 
issue of AlJiS L552 charts, in fact worse for these charts cane in 
rolls wnich made additional handling necessary, 

(5) Air Combat fie^pnrt^ - All squadron Air Conbat reports 
.were funnelled through the Ship-Air Group Intc:lli/jonce Office 
for correction and distribution. Responsibility for preparation 
and typing was left entirely in the hands of the. squadron air 
intelligence officers. 

. ■ C6) Office - A Master Plot Board of all intelligonce' -<as kept 
in the Ship-Air Group Intelligence office, Frori this naster, 
squadron AIO copied whatever inforoat ion. '^vss necessary for 
their operations or v.'hatever, because of its classification, 
was not included in the Daily Pilot Brief in.>. Sheet. This plot 
was carried on USAF 1:2.50,000 Approach Charts and Droved highly 
valuable in briefing squG'iron coranandors and operations officers 
of the ship as to the full proi;ress of the war and the. reasons 
behind our daily activities. Keconnaissance routes, inter-, 
diction destruction,' enemy concentrations ancl sux^ply dunps, 
flak traps, troops movements :and concentrations and the like 
were plotted on; acetate roller curtains over the Kaster Plot. 

■■ A miniature of the Master Plot was installed in the Ward 
Hoon for general information and was corrected each day. All 
pre- and post- target p^hotos were posted on th^ niniature as 
well as naster plot* -i-'his method developed an intense interest 
in aerial photo ^:r.7.phy and micli hsalthy i.nt?-r-p"n'^''-"0" "h'^-ibinr 
rivalry. ' * - .■■- t. 
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(7) Intelligence - A continuing lectuTG procmm by the five 
Air Group AIO's for Air Group and Ship's perssonnel was instituted 
anri run as often as possible on refueiin,^ dars. If a T^crsonal 
lecture was not feasible the lecture v.?as mineoh'rar.hed.' A 
General Intelligence Brief prepared by the Ship-Air Group aIO 
was prepared and dissiraencted to. ship and air grouD personnel 
each refueling day. 

Lectures and Briefs covered the following topics: Korean 
Connunish, Geopolitics, ConmunisBi, Bussian laperialisn, China, 
Malay States, India, and Japanese Conmunisn, 

The value of having a fully staffed Air Intellii^enco 
Center at ComNavFE or JOG, TjiSGU canjiot be overenDhaslz ad. The 
need for the integrntion of nir Force, Army, Navy and Marine 
Intelligence was proven nany tines over in lovia War II, Because 
intelligence work in the Korean conflict often overlaps into 
operational intelligence, little tine is left to dig through 
reans of dispatches and naterial to gather the necessary infor- 
mation. It is highly recorunended thnt this office, staffed by 
Gxperlonced ACI officers, bo established, 

USaF T arget Dossier - The target dossier was found to be 
excellent and is highly racoimendad r.s a source of detailed 
information for briefing a 

The acconpanying US^F Target Illustrations 7.'ere found 
useful less than half the time - only about 50^ of the tf.rgGts 
listed in the Dossier are accompanied by illustrr.tions . Repeated 
requests were made for missing illustrntions . ^^s a substitute, 
Kavy photographs were conbined" with -Dossier inf orr..Gtioh and 
proved quits" satisfactory. 

C9) Photo Interpretation - The Ship's Photo Interpretation 
Officer gave several lectures to ^lir Group pilots on the knack 
of reading photographs. This is highly roco'Xionded for it v/as 
found that pilots, when given photographs for Identification of 
targets from the air, were thoroughly unfaniliar as to how to 
"read" a target photograph. 

Every effort was made to stinulr.te pilot interest in 
pre- and post- attack photographs thru extensive Vsard Roon 
displays and discussion, 

(10) Recognitio n - Intensive recognition training was carried 
on for both ship and air group personnel. Though material and 
slides available is thoroughly out-dated, research in coEuoericaJ 
and service publications provided sufficient pictures and data 
to keep the program interesting. It is reconnended that attentic. 
be directed to the lack of recognition material, 

PivRT^yil: SuTJiary of Eecoonendations 

It is recommended that: 
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(4) SuitEble hoists for bomb loading on ii^im? racks 
when wings are folded bo developed to bo available- as soon as 
new aircraft types are assigned to carrier air groups, 

C5) Operational schedules be adjusted to provide 
ten days in port availability for every thirty days operations 
in the combat area. 

(6) A joint central intelligence agency be eRv::blished 
to accumulate, screen, digest and disseninate intellitjen-'te 
Information. 

(7) More complete and better recognition material be 
nade available, 

(8) TBt'gct Dossiers be more con.pletolj'- illiis^:-rated 
with up to date photographs. 



J. K. CAPSON 
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A. . -LOCAL iNmLIGfiNCSli . 

Any info enemy or friendly specifically concernin;^ our 
general operations} dail^ or long range. Target info 
found in previous days debriefing forms etc,, 
v/ea tiier . 

B. FLAK: 

Include flak from debriefing, 

C» BOMCOMOPS: 

D. SAR Am E & S: 

E. . TI3SBGE^TCY AIRFIELDS: 

F. . STARS; PA^SL; irnjHICLES; SURFACE: 

Recognition Signals, 

G. . STRIKE OTOniATIOK: 

1. OPS IKFO AND irTTELLIOENO:?:: 

Ops policies, strike or enemy intelligence, 

2. AHSD R-H:CC0: 

2a. am::j]D RBGGO SI^C^^KDLm. 

3. CAS TACP'S AND PLAKBS 
3a t CAS ST^COIvDARY: 
3b,. TACP LO CATIONS: 

4. Dm!P TARGT^TS: 

5. STHATi^cic sthi::ps: 

5a, STRATTilGIC SECOKDARY, 

6. PHOTO laSSIONS: 

7. KECiasE on FGF: 

7a. JTJCKLER S^".C01-rDARY. 

H. . BOMEinE; IN S}:;LiUEKCS;. 

I. C0i2miCJ,TI0NS: 
J .. APPENDIX 

Issued in nuoerlca], se que no as durini? 'tlie follovdng day as 
additional Inf orination is available. 



PILOT DKBHrSJiNG- ?0P1'! TTO- SORTIE 
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Air .attack Report Fo. ,. ... D ate .. 

Squadron_j Type Plane . ' 'S vent Ko* TO^ 

CQMM'DI'JICATIOTJS 00I,%SNT3-CAS^ ' ' ^ 

CLOS^ LIR SUPPORT: 

1. Number of sorties 

2. Total number runs made on ground or surface targets 
(Bombing, rocket, napalm and strafing) 

3* Total aircraft hours on station av;aitins target assign- 

^^li"^ Total aircraft iiours over target frofo first 

until lost run 

4r Number of nicht sorties 

F. OFFZINBIVB SORTISS; . ■ 

1, Fumber of sorties 

2, Total number runs m^ide on ground or surfoco tcraets 
(Bombing, rocket, end strnfing.) 

3, Total eircraft hours over target from first until last 
run 

4» Number of night sorties 

G. NICIBER F;SCCO SORTIES 

H, NuimsE .iiR dsfes^sh; sortie s 

I, MIE-3}?R iilTTI SUB SORTIES 

I'. TOTi,L i,IRCR..FT LOST (C.USSS T 

N. ?TLiI>tEE:: .ilRCR^FT LOST TO 

0, NUjjiBE-. OPFENSIVS ^.IRCH.'jFT LOST TO 

P. raSER DEFENSr?!;. j^S-r i^::u mCCO i^IHG:V^FT LOST TO KMY 
T« iilREORNi; SNSIY .iiHCR-'iFT DTi'STROYZO :.ND Iii,MAG~;r) BY Q-.K i^IRT" 
CH.iFT: 

In vicinity of Task Force (Day) Dastroycd: Damaged 

In vicinity of Task Force (Night) Pes troy cd T D amaged 

Over target srea Destroyed:^ DaitiJged 

U. iiIRB0mi5 ENEI^ JilRCRAFT DB3TR0Y3D -^NT) D^iMAGSU BY SBIP'Sl5Tj!f. 

FIRE; Destroyed DamacGd 

V. S^T3^Y iaRCR.-.FT DESTROY^^D InD DJ^i^iG'jD ON GROUJTD 

W. D:.MAnE TO ENLl^Y VESSELS: 

Type vessel (size) Location Results 

FI/iK: 

caliber intensity accuracy 



looa ti on dnmagc to aircraft 

"JSATTIBR: 

X. D/illisGE TO GROluSTD Ti^RGETS: 

Target and Description . Locstion . Ordnnnoe . Results 

0BSERV::tXONS : (Includes info such movomonts, d:- me sod bridges 

and facilities, condition of highwr ys !^nd rail- 
roads, and anything unusual prrt Ui--nfc to Intel- 
ligence not related to results). 
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ahlp^s Intelligenc3 Of f 



Adminis tra uion 
Reporting (Ship&Air Gru^ 
Air Group Conbat EisportB 
Registered Pubs. 
Socurity 



■'• 'Assistant ShlV . in to 1 1 i " ' 
sence Officer 
Master Situation Plot 
Charts Issue 
iiiscape and Evasion 
Flak Plot 



iShip ' s - Ail- Ct roup 
Intelliffenc e , Of f i c e i 



Master Cituatlon 
Plot, Brie fine - 
Strike Flash 



^i."EJ.s„.?..-; o \9 IntBr pretO: 
Photo IiToerpretaticn 
BriGfin^ - Photo Uriit 
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iBrlefirflc & Debriefing" 
-iittcok Squadron, AST' & 
iNlght j:ittQck Units 



/i ir Gr oi' 
Off ifcer " 

Brief iiiG 
Group Le 



Air Int o lli/;cnce O f fleer 



Briefing & Debriefing 
-Fighter Squadron, Night 
Fighter Unit 



A ir Grou 
Re_c o ^nlt 
Officer 

Lectures 
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Briefing &. "Debriefing 
Fighter Squadron 
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USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 

c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 




29 January 1952 



ftlfitM&IFlFn DECLASSIFIED 
Wim^ M f MJh TON NAVHISTDIVINST 5500.1 

, By: OP-09B92G 

From: Coflimanding Officer, U.S.S, VALLSY FORGE (CV-45) — 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commanaer Carrier Division FIVE 

(2) Gofflmander T ask Force SEVENTY SEVEN . 

(3) Coinmander SEVENTH Fleet 

ih) Commander Naval Forces, FAR EAST 

(5 Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Sub J: Action Report for the period 7 Deo 1951 through 
19 Jen 1952 

Ref: (a) OTHAV Instruction 3480,5 dated 1 July 1951 

End: (1) Commander, CATG ONE conf Itr ser 01 of 19 Jan 1952 f-^"*^ 

1» In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the 
period of 7 Dec 1951 through 19 Jan 1952 is hereby submitted: 



PART I 



COMPOSITIOH OF 01WN FORCES AND MISSION 

Complying with ComAirPac Confidential Dispatch 09194 32 of 
October 1951, the tJSS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) , CAPTAIN OSCAR PEDERSON 
Commanding, departed San Diego, California, for Hawaiian waters-. 
After a period of training, the USS VALLEY FORGE left Pearl 
Harbor, T.H, 26 Hovamber 1951 for Yokosuka, Japan, in aocordanoe 
with ComCarDiv FIVE Operation Order 1-51 of 25 November 1951 
v/ith REAR ADMIRAL F.W. MC MAHON, ComCarDiv FIVE embarked. After 
voyage repairs in Yokosuka departed for the Operating Area in 
accordance with ComFltAot Yokosuka Dispatch 060800Z on 
7 December 1951. 

On 11 December 1951 joined Task Force 77 close to the 38th 
Parallel on Uie East Coast of Korea, The Task Force was commanded 
by REAR AtMIRAL JOHN PERRY, ComCarDiv ONE aboard the USS ESSEX 
(CV-9) and operated under Task Force 77 Operation Order 22-51 
{1st Revision). It was composed of USS ESSEX (CV-9), USS ANTIETAM 
{CV-36), USS VALLSY FORGE (CV~45) , USS ST P.^UL (CA-73), USS ILM^~ 
CJfiSSTER (CL-83), USS TOSCONSIN (BB-.64), USS WILTSIE (DD-716) , USS 
FLETCHER (DD-445), USS CHANDLER (DD-717), USS O'BANNON (DnE~450}. 
'JSS CHEVALIER (DDR- 80-5), USS R/.DFORD (DDE-446) , USS KTES (DD-787} , 
■JSS WALKER {DDE- 517), USS SHIELDS (DD-596), USS T^WNING (DD-540), 
and USS CALAHON (DD-685). 

On 17 January 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE departed Task Force 
77 for Yokosuka, Japan for a period of maintenance and upkeep 
and arrived on- 19 January 1952 • 
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(2) Provide air cover -for replenishment ships and other 
friendly naval surface forces wben necessary. 

(3) Protect the force against air, surface and subsurface 
attacks. 

ik) Provide air spot to bombardment forces when directed, 
i5) Conduct photo, and visual reconnaissance as required. 

(6) Coordinate air operations with the 5th Air Force through 
70C, Kbrea* 

(7) Exchange intelligence information with friendly naval 
forces engaged In surface interdiction oper:tions on the 
east coast of Korea* 

15ie Commanding Officer of Carrier Air Group ONE is CDR C. H, 
CRiBIIX, Jr. , USN, with the following complement of pilots and 
number of aircraft at the beginning of flight operations on 
22 October 1951. 



S0.UAPRON 

VF 52 
VF 111 
VF 194 
VF 653 
VC 3 
VO 11 
VC 35 
VC 61 
HU 1 



MO. OF PILOTS 

22 
25 
27 
30 

i 

7 
5 
2 



NO. OF Al'RCR.^fT 

16 F9F-2 
16 F9F-.2 

5 AD-3 11 

2 FitTJ-4 16 F4U-4B 
4 F4TJ^5NL 

3 AD-4W 

2 AD-2Q 4 AD-4NL 

3 F9F-2P 
1 H03S 



PART II 



CHROiHOLOCIC.'iL ORDER OF STMTS 

USS VALLEY FORGB, with Air Task Group ONE embarked, arrived 
in Yokosuka, Japan on 4 December 1951 for a 3 day availability- 
Personnel from the ship and each squadron went aboard the tJSS 
BON HOMMS RICHaRD for a conference with .Ur Group 101 pilots. On 
5 Deo ember one member of each squadron wns given Ti>D orders to 
the USS ESSEX to fly combat missions for training and familiar- 
zation» In addition, at the same time^ one ship's officer was 
sent to the USS ESSEX on TAD orders for familiarization with the 
ship*s operating procedures, 

12-7-51: Underway for operating area, no air operations* 

12-8-51: Conducted refresher air operations in Area TARE, 
A mid-air collision cost the lives of two (2) VB" 653 pilots. 
LT 3". T, POTERFIELD and LT D. E. LONDON collided vrtxile engaged 
in squadron tactics. 



12-10-51: Refresher air operations continued in Area TARE, 
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lost to enemy flak, LTTG H. E, ETTINGEE, pilot , and two crewmen 
are listed as xnissing* 

12-14-51: Continued our attacks on Mortheastern Korean Rail 
Net and flew armed reconnaissance* One F4U and one AD were forced 
to land at K-18 due to flak damage. Photo coverage was flown over 
the area of the downed heckler* Results were negative, 

12-15-51: 64 offensive sorties, 22 defensive sorties were 
flown by A'Sd-X pilots* Targets were Korean aioln supply routes* 

12-16-51: Replenishment as sea, replenishment was difficult 
due to heavy weather and was discontinued* 

12-17-51: Continued replenishment in morning, resumed flight 
operation early afternoon by launching a total of 33 sorties against 
the enemy, 

12-18-51: Interdiction of enemy supply routes continued, iilso, 
attacked concentrations of small "boats in Wonsan Hnrbor damaging 
approximately 33 boats, LCDR B, T* PUGH, executive officer VF 194 
was lost when he was forced to ditch his just north of Wonsan* 

12-19-51: Mounting a total of 76 sorties we continued our 
rail interdiction program and attacked other targets of opportunity. 

12-20-51: 28 rail cuts were scored by 58 off«aal»o eortios. 
Planes from the TJSS VuiXUTY FOBGB also attacked other targets of 
opportunity* 

12-21^51: Heplenishment at sea« 

12-22-51t Continued to carry out our mission of rail inter- 
diction, launching a total of 81 sorties* LT R*L* SOBET of 7F 653 
was hit by flak causing him to crash with no chance of survival • 
LT SOBEY is listed as killed in action. 

12-23-51: A total of 81 sorties were flowi against the enemy 
as we continued our rail interdiction mission. 

12-24-51: Mr Operations as before, a total of 80 sorties 
being flown. 

12-25-51: Replenishment at sea« 

12-26-51: ViTeether cancelled all air opera tions* 

12-27-51: Only 4 CAP sorties flown, weather continued bad* 

12-28-51: A total of 84 sorties were flown, Tke primary 
mission continued to be rail interdiction* LTJG D, F, Tt'^TUM ditched 
his ^9? within the task force screen when it flamed out on his 
approach. He was recovered by our helicopter with no difficulty. 



aSCURITY INFORMATIOK 



1-2-52: LT CiiRTER, flying a dawn heckler mission, landed Ms 
F4U-5N at 1^18 as a rosult of automatic weapoa flak damage received 
near Yonghung. The Task Force Commander sent a "Well Done** to a 
morning launch prop strike this date, 70 of the 86 sorties flown 

were offensive* 

1-3-52: 78 tons of bombs wore delivorod by 67 offensive 
missions to Northeastern Korea* ENSIGN S.L* RIMERS effected a 
water landing in Song j in Harhor after being hit badly in the star- 
board wing root section approximately 6o miles inland from Song- 
3in« The USS ENDIOOIT completed the rescue in eight minutes. Pilot 
suffered minor shook effect from exposure and the actual landing. 

1-2^-52: The force replenished at sea. 

1-5-52: Bad weather forced the cancellation of the afternoon 
portion of scheduled operations, however, 56 sorties were flown and 
38 tons of bombs were delivered, 

1-6-52: Excellent results were realized against rail lines 
and bridges. Total bridge destruction - 4 RR bridges and a RR by- 
pass destroyed, 3 damaged and unusable, 84 missions were launched 
during the day# 

1-7-52: The force replenished at sea» 

1-8-52: In an exceptionally effective mission a prop strike 
accounted for 7 RR bridges and 3 RR by-passes » This performance 
earned a "Well Done" from the Task Force Commander, LTJG 
PETERSON was force to ditch his plane In Wonsan Harbor, as a result 
of being hit by small arms fire north of Hungnam^ The helicopter 
from LST-802 picked him out of his raft 45 minutes after ditching. 
Pilot was recovered in good condition. One Corsair of W 653 was 
forced to land at K-18 due to flak damage. 

1-9-52: A total of 81 sorties were launched today against 
enemy lines of Oommuni cation. Flak over all the area was active. 
In the vicinity of Kowan LT Y^.M. FR/.NKOVITCH of VF 653 became 
seperated from his wingman, a few minutes later ho reported loss of 
oil pressure and was thereaf^;er not heard from. It is presumed he 
crashed into the sea as an oil slick was found in the area* LT 
FRANEOVITCH is listed as missing, 

1-10-52: Replenished at sea. In the early afternoon, 2 Corsairs 
were launched to search the area for LT FRiiMOVITCH, negative results 
were obtained, 

1-11-52: Bad weather delayed flight operation until afternoon ► 
One F9F was lost over the sldo as the ship took a violent roll, 38 
sorties were scored in the half-days operation. 

1-12-52: Operation "Moonlight Sonata" was carried out with 
gratifying results. The operation took full advantage of the moon 
to hit Comftninl st night activity, iit least 2 locomotives and 18 
rail cars were destroyed. A total of 76 sorties were flown. 





SSfS^omimoN DEGlASSJRED 

at YotoJS^; Ja^^ir^*^"" ^'^^^^^^ ^or lo days availability 

P^RT III 

PERgOmiANCB OF ORDM^^wmi! vr^Ti ^y^L AND Trq ^TTTT^KrmTa. 
^» •Ammunition Expended. 



2,000# G.P 
1,000# G.P. 




Bofflbs 
Bombs 
G.P, Bombs 



G.P, Bombs 
G.P, Bombs 
Frag Bombs 
HV/.R Rockets 
. ATA'R Rockets 
Inceaiary Clusters 
Napalm Bombs 
Pars chute Flares Mk 
20mm Jimmunition 
f50 Oal. /iffimunitlon 
Incendiary Clusters 



-A. DemgRG to ship; 
None, 

Damage to Aircraft* 

No, of planea 

16 
16 

2 
14 

3 

0^ Loss of ■flirorflf-h* 



P^*RT IT 



27 
950 
626 
4732 

1874 
376 
340 

177 

18 

33 
■ 7S 
271,213 
116,210 

IS 



Types 

F9F~2 
TO-4(4B) 
F4U-5NL 
ilD-2(3) 



Causes 

Snomy anti-aircraft fire. 
Enemy anti-aircraft firo. 
Enemy anti-aircraft fire. 
Enemy anti-aircraft firo, 
Snemy anti-aircraft fire. 



Date S quagron SLE£ Bu>No, Causes 



12-9 

12-9 



TF 653 
VF 653 



F4U-4 
F4U-4B 



97496 

g73ii. 



Mid air collision 




SECmiTY INFORMATION 
D» Damage Inflicted on Enemy; 

Targets 

Tanks 
Trucks 
LocomotiTres 

Oxcarts 

Highway bridges 
Supply Dumps 
Fuel Dumps 
Factories 

Barracks & Buildings 
V/arehouses 
Gvin Emplacements 
Lumber piles 
Vfagons 
Villages 
Boats 

Radar Installations 
Bunkers 
M/Y Yards 
RR Cars 
RR Bridges 
RR By-passejs 
Roundhouses 
Bulldozer 
Rail Cuts 
Highway Cuts 
Troops Killed 

The aboye mentioned table represents a conservative estimate 
of the actual 'aamage inflicted on the enemy during this operational 
period. Only those instances where the damage could be assessed 
by the pilot were used in compiling this table. There were many 
attadcs where the results were obscured and could not be assessed 
and are not included. There was no close air support flown during 
this period. 

PART V 



Destroyed 


Damaged 


J. 


0 




28 


j 


7 


111 


14 


-3 

3 


10 


3 


6 


z 


0 


0 


4 


75 


33 


5 


6 


12 


22 


0 


4 


1 


0 


0 


1 


19 


62 


0 


5 


0 


1 


U 


D 


B7 


94 


37 


10 


11 


14 


0 


1 


1 


0 


743 




2 




584 





PBRSQMfNEL 



A, performance : 



Personnel performance has been excellent during the period of 
this report. Morale -remained high. 

Difficulties have been encountered in operating with an averarire 
?SAo°^m? ^933 which is below the recommended allowance of 

xyoy. The influx of enlisted personnel is not sufficient to offset 
losses through the continued transfers of personnel for separation 
and to shore duty assignments; therfore the petty officer situation 
is critical, especially in the key ratings of electroixlcs, enciaeer- 
ing, gunnery, and communications. If the ship is to continue opera- 






^^KCURITYmRMATION ^E^L/^^^SIHtD UlliiiiAl 

The length of time consumed from the tine replacement personnel 
are ordered until the ti..ie they report for duty appears excessive! 
it IS strongly recormiended that faster transportation from COKUS 

^P^^^ awaiting transportation at the 
RecSta SFRAN could be reduced it would help tremendously. A survey 
^SI??-^ ^^^^ ^^^^^Se of IS. 5 man days is spent at RecSta 
awaiting transportation. This added to the ti£e spent enroute exceeds 
one month per man in practically every case. i J-ouTJe excc«.a& 

During the operation the ship had a Protestant Chaplain aboard 
^^n."^?! services of a Catholic Chaplain, ll oJder to ' 

^.rovide services for Catholic personnel Chaplains traded services 
^hto^.i"' ^^S^^r^ ^"""^ transportation. Due to weather and operatioAs 

^i'^y^ possible. In the interests of morale each de- 
IhoSV^ ^^^^ ^ Protestant and clthoUc ?hlplain 

The Chaplain found that a tape recorder has been of si<mificant 
value in connection with broadcasts to the fleet and aboa^fJhe 
ship. It is recommended that each GV have one available for such 
nfnn J^^^^''"^^'^ Recorder with a supply of two dozen fifteen 
minute tapes and one dozen thirty minute tapes is adequate. 

The Chaplain believes the brief (two to four minutes) evening 
prayer broadcast over the BiC i.imediately after tattoo is of 

fhrshi/°??'L^M^M'^"^ other servLe he perf orL'Ibofrd 
tne ship. It IS hi^ly recommended for adoption by other units. 

B. RE'CRSATIOM ^- 

twa n?''fhl«r JS""^^^ ^^""^ claily in five:differen.t> places.' In 

dl^f^tJi^^ the program wa^ repeated. During the' operation fifty ' 
P^^Sr^swere shown for a total of ^270-- times. On rJoleL 
ishment days there- was a showing in a ready room for th6sS men (Slane 
check personnel) whose duty prevented them from attending the\ISii 
eSh^Slht!''- ^^■^^.^^^^^^*hat:gOO omoe;rf^S^^ 

addition^to'^Sfin''^ ^5'"''^^"''^ ''''^ established using the,R.B..O. In 
5?ogJans of ti^^^^'^J'"'^^'^^ on regular schedules, recorded ' ' 
^r?K S o\tFie Shlp»s Band and a "V/estern Band" rere featured ' 
^ach day a brief ^ interview with a pilot, shipts officer or Sev ^ 
daiiriL?Ser : Sum^ar? of ihe dy^s and'slJike n?Js;%s^ a 

is hlgh,"^^^^""^^ ""^^^^ broadcasts indicate that their morale valuo 

^aa a?S?.M? U^'/''^^ patfOni^ed... The -limitation on/, its usage 




iiECURITY INFORMATION 
C!« Casualities; 

LT Donald Earl LONDON, 355201/1315, On 9 December 1951. 

while flying an F4U, purpose IBl, cause aBLS, off South Korea 
collided in the air with LT Janies Theas PORTSRFIELD, Jr., 347037/ ' 
1315, U3MR alsv^ flying an F4U-4B. Both officers wery killed. Both 
at\:-ached to VF 653. Remains not recovered, 

LTJG Harry E. olTTINGER 504133/1315, USNR (VF 194); Joss R. 
';S^^S^^>.257 §4 22, USNR (vF 194); Julian H. GI.LILhND, ^37 59 ^6, 
AT2, USN (VF 194). On 13 December 1951, Wonsan Area, Korea, above 
personnel flyin^' in AD, purpose 3T1, cause XRAY. Plane last seen 
in controlled flight with engine smoking - two parachutes seen to 
open. Plane carried crew of three. The plane was not seen to land 
or strike the ground because of aDproaching darkness. All three are 
reported missing. 

LCDR Benjamin Thomas PUGK, 165757/1310, USN (VF 194). On 1& 
December 1951, off V/onsan Bay, Korea, fl- ing an AD, Dumose ITl 
cause CHARLIE. LCDR PUGH successfully ditched aircraft kfter prob- 
ably receiving own bomb blast damage. He v/as observed to abandon 
aircraft without pararaft. Ke v/as dead upon arrival of rescue craft 
after one hour ten rainutes in v/ater, probably fron ejchaustion and 
cold, 

LT Robert Leroy SOBEY 36^995/1315, USER (VF 653), On 22 
iJeceraber 1951, one-half mile east of Yonghung, Korea, while flying 
r4iJ, purpose ITl, cause UNIT, plane disintegrated in air durin^ 
intense AA fire. Remains not recovered, 

LT William Mark FRANKOVICH, 437217/1^15, USNR (VF 653). On 9' 
January I952, 20 miles M of lodo-Ri, Korea, vjhile flyinr in F4U 
purpose ITl, cause TARE, was last seen trying to land on'the water 
0^1 the coast because of engine trouble. Landing or bailout net 
observed. Reported missing in action. 



FARTJTI 
Gg.N3RAL_ C0I-34BMT3 
A, AIR DiiPARTMEKT 

1. Aircraft Servicing 

Introduction of lube oil into avgas for use in jet aircraft 
is somewhat of a problem. v;hile the -orooortioner (FB-IOO-A) 
Itself operates very stHlsf ootorily it materially reduces the 
overall fueling rate and requires that lube oil pumas be or>erat*,d 
at high pressure over rather long periods of tiae. VAlLiSY FORGE 
X'i -^^ti^"^ 101 dtd 13 J.anuary 1952 outlined two alternate 
possibilities for introduction of lube oil into the av^^aa. It is 

^^'^^ t^'-'t activity with the facilities pursue the ventur:- 
Idea vjhich se,5ns to be the most -ororaisinp. 
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-JiCUKITY INFORMATION 

This ship has experienced inany of the probleras inherent in the 
use of Mk55 bomb racks. Generally speaking, it is a satisfactory 
rack for use v^ith prop aircraft » With jet aircraft a better, more 
positive rack is required. Hung bombs on jets during arrested land- 
ings carry away aore than 50^0 of the tiae. These bombs coning off 
the Mk55 rack travel up the deck at a higji speed usually tumbling 
end on end, ^he fuzes are always damaged and in nany cases the 
fuzes have become at least partially armed. While all this is already 
knovm it is reiterated again for the benefit of present and future 
planning, and the necessity for designing bomb racks that will 

accommodate new type aircraft with their high spctads both in flight 
and on landing, 

2, Aircraft Maintenance 

The Sperry Engine Analyzer on board for evaluation has been used 
enough to justify its inclusion in the Section G allowance list at 
this time. It is, of course, readily adaptable for use with AD type 
aircraft but underway the general feeling among the mechanics is 
that it is simply more trouble to hook up and use that its worth, ■ 
Tiifhile the Analyzer is not reconraended for carrier use at this time 
it is recoiinriended that an AD squadron be issued the Analyzer early 
during the squadron's training period in the states. It is felt that 
if the mechanics were more familiar with the operation of the 
Analyzer and more aware of its inherent capabilities they would use 
it more than enough to justify its being included in the Section G 
allowance, 

3« Aircraft Handling 

No new or unusual problems were encountered in aircraft handling.. 
Re spotting of jet aircraft is somewhat complicated by the fact that 
only four gasoline fueling stations can deliver the avgas-lub oil 
mixture required in the J-i+S engine. Close coordination by the Air- 
craft Handling, Maintenance and Service Officers has solved the . 

?roblem and made up for inherent deficiencies of the pr od or ti oners 
FB-IOO-A) now in use. 

The jet barricade has presented no problems and a complete 

resume of its minor deficiencies and attendant local fixes was 
covered in detail in VALLEY FORGE rest, Itr ser 68 dtd. 12 January 



Previous to this cruise this ship did not have jet blast deflec- 
tors. Consequently most of flight deck personnel v/ere well checked 
out in the launching and handling of jets. Yet 'on the one occassion 
when one blast deflector was out of commission it was obvious that 
these people who were not fajailiar with operating procedures with* 

ut blast deflectors made many mistakes. It is recommended launching 
Jyts without the use of a blast deflector or deflectors be made a 
standard training exercise for inclusion in USF 49 and that this 
exercise be conducted as part of all Operational Readiness Inspectioi p 



1952. 




32CURITY INFOMATION 

Temperature: Air: Maximum-.— 59 F 

Mininuni 25 F 

Average 41 F 

Water; (30 Foot depth} 

Maximui-,1 62 F 

Minimum 39 F 

Average — 56 F 
Cloud Cover: Clear 26f. of observations 
Scattered 22^^ of observations 
Broken 23^ of observations 
Overcast 2$f^ of observations 
2000-300O^feet^"^^*^ ^'^'^'^^ ^^^"^ stratocuraulus with bases at 

Visibility: Over 6 miles, 98^ of observations* 

^r^^S^^^J^'^'^* Precipitation occured on 1? of the 36 days in 
13 days^ frequent form was snow showers which occurred on 

During this period the Asiatic high cell is fully developed 
giving a northerly wind flow over Eastern ..sia. This air nass is 
very cold and dry and as it passes southward over Sea of Japan it 
becomes unstable, giving scattered snow showers. ^ 

With a northerly flow over North Korea, the North Korean high- 
lands cause the wind to divide into a northeasterly flow off 
Northeast Korean coast, and a westnorthwe sterly flow off the East 
??nf .•o''^^r^^^^^^ and 40th paraUel^ A shear line or "staMrfty 
line is formed where these winds rejoin offshore. This shear line 
has nany characteristics of a front with frequcni to continuous 
snow showers, yery_ low ceilings and visibilities. tL iSa^positior 
wLj^® ^^^11 ^^"^ \^ northeast of the operating arearbut 

?he KorSSfcoaSJ! Predominates it moves southwet^wl^d to 

carried ^n^J'hrSSr^?''^ 1^ was necessary to reduce the bomb load 
carried on the jets due to light winds at launching tl^ie. 

2, Communications 

fa) Facsimile (Aerology Laboratory) 

Attempts were made several tines daily to codv '?urfa(-f^ 7nn irn • 

^Skyo)"!^ A?f ™f charts transmitted NW^IIdlTlhS^i Snit^J, 
iOKyoj and AIF-JPNZ (Tokyo blind weather broadcast), 

orevailinr''??^n°vp^'r.-^'"^i^ obtained, with poor reception to none 
prevailing. Poor reception during the day is caused ra^inl-v r-w 
:-.-nterference and at night by atmSspherlc'^inlerJorence?^ ^ 

(b) Radioteletype (Radio 1) 

On the average, reception was only fair. Interference P-enP-nll.r 
was given as cause for failures, with a few reSo?ted Ss?a^ces of^ 
?.?^^?S^SfLL4^^^- C'^Py ^^--^ illegible at'tlis die'^to' ' 
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shou?r?e\n%';aned?''°'' the aerology laboratory 

^" g-q^ipaent and Sunp H^c. 
(aj Radiosonde 

--Xosloal o,uip„ent operated satisfaotoril, 

f -^--O. The 

1» Radars " 

and sa^isflJt^'Jy^esiui'^^^^^^ o'g^'ed this period 

dSe ^SS?"""?^ excessive . but ?^ S'fgit^f^M"^"^ ^ncoSntered^l^e 

operations and is norSSL'eref enT-^'^^^^^ designed ?Lld 

^l?ior?:]f r^'^" HeLyf "eerfSirre J onj'"''? ^^^^ chipboard 
.oriod due to constant overlnn-i ourned uut early in this 

^■^ere no spare parts aboard or ,^n fho ■^'^''^^^ "^^^^ '^"d since there 
i-oss of the use of I'iark V in^ there was a reSlt^^f 

■-o f„ 'Obtaining ranee r1n<r». <•„_ r because there was no 
5S-6B on sx consoles?*Howevfr '^Z/i^ '=f""^^°l "hen utn?|iSg 
-»en working on a unit for thfi Electronics Officers htrt 
;}nd operatin^g with™ a foj^ JS^Js^^K^"" ^? "^'^ " c?mple?ld 
"■•It in case of failure of <!P?^to* ^® results have been excel 
^here would be no -ans If 'it\lLr„lTi.r"£'f w?S a^rSgeL'nf ' 

(b) Specific: ^'"'^'^ ^ "^W"""* "-ajor adjustments. 

(1) 



''l^^h^-^^^^^^^Si^e^ ^^-^ The 

greeted by weather Ld fs ?oo3'l "S^^S together. 

-ype clouds. ^= for locating fronts and tSlent 

™ ?voragfiepe^labL"?an~'';/?;?"r/2r range air search h,.„,-. 



I f < 

)0W 

ship. 




sc-rch except far blind si^ot nn qt-^-nKo-.^^ i, -^"-^^^^o^y range surfncc 
2. Cotngmn l c 1 1 ons 

ualJ,i1oSs?'ThMtrTko Jont?of fS^f^fl^ hlndranoo to good oomn- 

oonn so a tr=p was built which c.limin°tcd dlff iLSS® ^f^.l^if^ 

It was consistently found th-t ""^ y^^f^ separated, 

returning strike PlancT?hrbL?°nrJ«^?^JSt°nThr««^^^^^ 

t\^r^oMLrinL^^rhif?o€^^s 

ISl^-VUJ«^L^rS^ed% r^L^^^^^^ 

f^utomotivc equipment nbonrd. instiled on .11 the 
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(c) CIC functioned as the Plag CIC for T^sk Fornn 97 in +h 
absence of the ESSEX -nd w-s -blr tn ^riJ^^^i ff ? f ° 77 /in the 

^!Sd°1?a^^'^S;rd^f!- -'^^^ -"-"^^^^^^^^^ 



4. E ccommcn dations 



lliiZT'' ''"'^ '"^"^^ loXvf hJ?s t^ti,^^ 

■^t p2;r„.^ "^^^^^ WIS found in the skin of the shit) 

two'Sr?dof p^aJJs'^Jt'wi?? S^.'S'^^^J^^ cxtenL'Shrou'g 
wo wcxaca plates. It will be repaired by welding during availabUit/ 

atate'ioo^ ^O^ttTt^^.^''X.TlS^ Se\!^iSJs'IoSi?Si 
avXb?iJt°^*' " ""^ rcpriJod^Srwal^ngli??^'' 

0, A 3" crack in welded scan, Fr-mc 29 st^^rbo-rd in flmv r.-p 

EjiI_NTELLIGENCE 



urged that the full support of the Jlir Group embarked, be the pri- 
snry duty of the Photographic Interpreter assigned to the ship. 
Close cooperation of tho Intelligence seotion and the Photographic 
Interpretation section is ncvocssary to produce photographic "nnt crip i 
for briefing purposes. 

Operations 

Upon arriving in the operating area., there were certain inndr:- 
quacics apparent that should be noted. Difficulty was experienced 
In gathering current operational informtion in time to prepare 
briefs for the initial combat flights. Comprehensive briefs to nrw 
Intelligence teams should be scheduled so that information can be 
properly prepared for the first days of operation. 

Personnel and physical space problems that were encountered at 
the outset of operations have gradually been overcome. Briefing 
and debriefing spaces in each ready room should be completed before 
doployaaent . 

The major portion of briefing is concentrated on accurate flak 
information in assigned target areas. Due to the increase in the 
volume and accuracy of anti-aircraft fire this section of the brief- 
ing becomes increasingly importont. Plotting flak on 1:50,000 scale 
maps and pointing out surrounding terrain features is standard 
practiGC. The use of current annotated Kosaios for briefing purposes 
and for actual pilot use is preferable. It is suggested that debrief 
flak, Jl/ili' flak reports, Air Porcc flak reports and current photo- 
graphic flak analysis be compiled on a system of 1:50,000 scale maps 
with a careful system of maintenance by type and date. Additional 
information of each position can bo carried In a Flak, Log» 

3. Search and Rescue; 

During the period of this operation wc had six pilots who dltchcu. 
in the water and none that elected to ditch on the beach. Of these 
six, four were suoocssfully rescued, ©no is bclicTcd to have spun 
in, and the other remained in the water without his life raft one 
hour and ten minutes, a period much longer than usually required to 
effect a rcsouc. 

It is expected that the new Mark III. exposure suit, currently 
available through ComFairJap, will greatly increase the pilots 
ability to suooossfullSr resist exposure until rescue facilities 
arrive* 

The present facilities of helioooptcrs and ships along the East 
Coast for SAR purposes generally . form an accepted minimum of rescue 
facilities in this area* The optimum distribution is, one at tho 
bomblinc, one in Wonsan Harbor, one at cither Hungnaa or Songjin for 
a total of three* These facilities, together with Air Force helio- 
ooptcrs available at or near the bomblinc, form a great morale 
boost for all pilots flying in the area. 




Dumbo facilities along the East. Coast is 




4» Evasion cmd scape 

Due to the ckissified nature of information on this subject 
it is considered that the Escape and Evasion Officer, Staff 
CoEiNavFE, should disseminate this intelligence. He is prepared 
to come aboard any carrier in Yokosuka, Japan for lectures, or, 
he may proceed with the ship to the operating area and give his 
lectures enroute*. Usually he is accompanied by two or more 
members of the Air Force who have recently been rescued from 
behind enotay lines. It is strongly urged that he be contacted 
for information on current escape and evasion methods. 

Headquarters, Far East Air Force makes available, through 
the regular Navy Distribution list, current written reports on 
the debriefing of all personnel that have escaped or evaded. 
It is suggested that these publications be given wide pilot 
dissemination. 

5» Reports 

Reports are submitted in accordance with pertinent instruc- 
tions " contained in the NAVAL AIR WARFARE REPORTING I^IANUAL (OPNaV 
Instr. 34d0.1) and GTF 77 Operations Order #22-51 Revised. 



P.. PHOTOGRAPHIC IHTERPRETATIC»I 

1. Ships Photo Interpretation Staff 

One experienced photoOTaphic interpreter (LCDR) and one 
trained enlisted man (QM2) are assigned to the ship for photo- 
graphic interpretation duties. The volume of aerial photography 
necessitated the assignment of two additional officers to aid 
in the photographic interpretation work. Neither officer had 
training in photo interpretation but have shewn great aptitude 
in carrying out their assigned duties. Additional aid in photo- 
graphic interpretation of great value was obtained from the Photo-- 
graphic Detachment, VC-61 H, 

2, The space assigned to the ships photo interpreter is in the 
ship's '^ir Ini^elligence Office and proves inadequate for the 
volume of work assigned. Additional spaces were used as condi- 
tions permitted. The VC-61 H photo detachment utilized the ozlid 
room for much of their interpretation work, primarily that of 
flak analysis and target search, 

3« Photographic Interpretation Duties 

Flash Report: All aerial photography assigned to the ship 
must be studied as promptly as possible to send out the necessary 
flash report on damage assessment, condition of enemy A/^ and 
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rail routes were prepared in a form easily carried by the pilots. 
Studies of flak positions were double checked in all cases. 

Target Search: The constant desire for suitable durap targets 
and targets for strike purposes constantly required the attention 
of the Dhoto interDreters, All such targets were reported in the 
xlash re-oort and annotated photographs and mosaics v/ere prepared 
as of ten* as possible. The photo detachment, VC-61 H, aided the ship' : 
^=■,1. and devoted a considerable amount of their time to target searc- 

Damage Assessment Photography: Damage assessments on all 
bridges, RR and other strike targets vras reported by dispatch when 
tihotography was available. The largest number of aerial photographs 
examined have been for the purpose of making damage assessment 
reports. 

Additional Photography: Flash interpretation of all photography 
was made and reported by dispatch. Photos have been taken and studied 
for search and rescue, 

K-25 Strike Photography: The utilization of K-2 5 photos for 
strike damage assessment has been hindered by the availability of 
only 2 podfS that were usable fiurlnfi ttii$ peripd, the small saele of 
the photos and the lack of clarity in the prints. This and other 
problems have been ironed out in part. 

4. Conclusions 

The volume of aerial photography has posed nui'iierous problems. 
Personnel and space inadequacies have been solved in part by impro- 
vision. Due to the excessive volume of production of aerial recon- 
naissance photography, the varying quality of photographic paper, 
and other difficulties encountered by the photo lab, the quality 
of aerial prints did not always meet the standard necessary for much 
of the work done. The problems of photo interpretation for the 
ship were considerably* increased due to the extensive support 
required in furnishing prints to ships along the east coast of Korea. 

It is recommended as a solution to the problems that an Xnter- 
pron Unit in daily contact with the fleet be established to carry 
out much of the photographic and interpretation work now carried on 
by carriers in the force. 

G. PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATOR Y 

1, General; 

No provision had been made for the large increase of Aerial 
Reconnaissance Photography since the ship last operated in the 
Korean Theater, 

Additional space was needed to identify and annotate the film 
as viell as equipment to process and dry it. The allowance of 4 
.iRVPl nm'no" nnt.f-it.s F.I f^Hl 20^ was not enoUrih to overcome 




The copying, by photography, of raaps and charts for pilot use 

has assumed a major role in the present operations. An average of 
10 copy negatives and 281 prints" frou these maps are made on each 
operating day with a peak works load of 33 negatives and 1303 
■5x10" prints in 24 hours. 

In addition to the K-l? reconnaissance work, the Photo Lab also 
landles the K-25 strike photography on an average of 3 rolls per 
L.ay. A flash print (Sonne) is made and delivered to the Photo Offic. 
■ if the respective. Squadron concerned. The co-ordinate ntinbers are 
narked on the flash print, the print is then delivered to the Shiov 
FI Officer who selects prints to be made for distribution. The K-2j 
negatives are marked as per Manual of rhotographv instructions and 
10 5,10" SV'/G enlargecients are made from each negative selected for 
distribution. 

2. Peak Vfork Load Information 

The exposed filn is delivered to the Photo i-a^ on landing. 
The film is processed, washed, and dried. 

One flash Sonne Print is made and sent to ship's P.I. Officer 
for checking. 

After the print is checked, the film is then marked by the 
yC-61 Urit with all necessary annotation and returned to the Photo 
Lab for printing. 

From each roll of marked film, 10 Sonne Prints are made and 
three additional on all surface interdiction targets. 

Processing T ime Test Chart 

The tiue schedule below is for a «peafc work day". 

?vunber of exposures - 227 



Time received in Photo Lab 1145 

Entered Developing Room 1145 

Left Developing Room 1230 

- Entered Dryer 1231 

Left Dryer 1250 

iSntered Print Room 1250 

Delivered to A. I. I34O 



oil Time Flash Neg to Neg Smooth No. Total 
0, Rec'd Print Photo retur, prints exoos. No. 



• DEGLASSfflED- 
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3. Work Acoompliahed During Present Operatinft Peri od; 



K-17 film rolls developed 

9|x9|" aerial prints made 

8x10" prints from K-25 negatives 

Prints, assorted sizes, from ro. tine negatives 

such as Flight Deck Operations, copies, RCnt^, 

PIO, etc. 



80 

106,777 
847 



8.467 



Total Prints 



116,091 



Film transparencies {4x5'* to l?x22") 
Gun camera film processed 



1,110 
22,000 ft. 



H, SUPPLY DEPARlMEhfT 



1. Aviation Supply 

This ship deployed with about 98^ of aviation items per 
applicable allowance lists on board. Non-critical and non- 
insurance items were stocked to ISO days vdth applied wartime con- 
version factor. Critical and insurance items were stocked to 90 
days with no wartime conversion factor. Only two AOG's were ex- 
perienced because of shortage of outfitting items as per basic 
allowance list. One casual item was F4U-4 wings; the other, H03S-1 
main rotor assembly. The first item was not obtainable in WestPac, 
ths second is apparently not readily available in the system. More 
AOG-ts fbt this 6feas®-,wbrfe prevtjiited- bytiaaaimum "effort &nd im- 
provisation by Air Task Group ONS maintenance personnel. 

The balance of AOG'a were caused by (1) iaon-allowance list 
items and (2) usage above allowance list quantities. About 10 AOG's 
were in the first category and about 8 in the second. Usage above 
allowance quantities arises from (1) heavier operating schedules 
than those anticipated at the time allowances were prepared, (2) 
anti-aircraft fire damage not anticipated by present allowance list=- 
(3) use of aircraft on advanced service tours, (4) too exacting 
an interpretation of the "Insurance" item concept to deployment 
outflttings, and (5) cold weather operations. It is expected that 
the new reporting system just inaugurated by ComAlrPac and AMO 
Oakland will result in consideration of these factors in allovrance 
lists. It is elso expected that the new reporting system will 
highlight the need for flexibility in application of allowance 
lists upon outfitting in order that the outfit will be confojcmed 
to anticipated actual operating conditions, such as those outlined 
above, to the extent possible. 

During the short period experience, COD delivery of urgently 
required spares has been disappointing. The few AOG items specifi- 
cally requested for delivery by COD averaged eight days from time 
of submission of dispatch until the time items were received^ 
aboard. No recommandetlon is possible by the ship on this point 
since the reasons for delay are not apparent. 



Intra-forco emergency ■ support in all categories of material. 




SECURITY IN?ORM/iTION 
2. 

Usage of helium for aGrologloal soundines is hich nnd T7prift>.Tn 

cause of the usage and the Importance of aerological reports to a 
^ evn?f nJi^;? desirable to roplefish helS stocks 

io.iroLe^lnJ?n2^«^Kf^^°r *° replenish those stocks af 

i„CQnt period it vras possible to obtain 8 cylinders at on-^ r^Dlcnlo^^ 
oSv^'^^^?^^^?^^ replenishments, tanker loadings wo^e sJcrtha? - 
°rd^«n^^.^ Si^''^^'"? ^'^^^ available. It is reooSmcndcd that stand- 
Pc?m?? s.!ff?MoSf^^^£°''^S''S^?°'* considerations 
ten «viinS^J^i i^SVr* ^''^ of helium be put aboard tankers so that 
ton cylinders per CV are available at each roplenishment. 

Of s^eciaJ^winJnJ'^?^??.''^ CV's deploying in the future, allowances 
?; ^ winter clothing ore inconsistent with cold' weatha-noedf 

Q«nstion^f2f%^®rf^*'' ^P""^^ reply to CoiQAirPac Supply Support 
t?ousarf wfniL^f subject . The allowanced for 

n^SSnnnfi* ''^^J?^ undorwG3r snd fece masks are exocssive. Only 
Slnfl °?«*^^yo«sly fnd directly exposed to launching and landing 

wind draw these items. As a consequence, a oonsldorable storae- 

reSSiros'^i'^i ?'^°^ ^^^^^^ everyone paJl'odiSalf; • 

n?? J-J f J"^ °^ roplenishment working parties, 

S^5^^o«c*^^®/^^''^^°''®''^ combined with a sizing problem, thl 
Jaokotsr i^a<aequatG. A 100^ allowance is recoimended 'for 

3. Pi sbursinfi 

^ ..^^"^or restrictions as to currency used In NavFS area, one 
q^J"^?"^ S° certificates and U.S. nickels tend to disappear from 
f store change, i, beginning inventory of 4000 MPC ones and 
JSOO in nioklcs, if a CV uses niolteis in Ship's Store operations 
Is recommended, ^ 

4. Ship's Sto re 

The following are recommended items to be stocked in ausntities 
sufficient for the whole crulso before deploying: 

* m ^i®' minor operational spaces, such as spare parts 

ror Tailor Shop sewing machine and for patching machine in the 
•jobbler Shop» 

b. Repair parts for Barber Shop's electric clippers, 
c» Spare mangle aprons and an extra bleach crook for laur.dry 
d« Laundry supplies, to extent permitted by space." 
4. Three extra hand irons for laundry finishing work, 
5* Olothlnft and Small Stores . 

The demand for underclothing has been two to throe times that 



soup evailablo for unrestricted issue around the clock. It has been 
found that, while operating, the availability of soup at all hours 
has resulted in a 2056 reduction in meat .consumption at noon meals* 

For the information of supply offioers without experience in 
the opQreting area, provisioning at soa is very efficient* For use 
in estimating time requirements for provision loading, a good 
Tfctor for first experience is 1,2 minutes per ton of provisions 
i;o be transferred. 

In preparing provision requisitions, the ship hRs considerable 
difficulty anticipating what items will be available. If prac- 
ticable, it is reooimonded that the replenishing task element send 
out, prior to the time requisitions from tiie task force are request- 
ed, a dispatch detailing items of provisions which will be avallablo 
at replenishment. Confining this dispatch to fresh and frozen itoms 
would probably suffice. 

Related to the above, there has been some experience of "forced 
issues" by provlsiong ships. The need for moving stocks off proviso 
ion ships is appreciated. In view of the foot that directives re- 
quire that ships provision to capacity, foroed issued of chilled or 
frozen items dould result in an impossible storage problem for the 
provisioning ship. It is believed that the recommendation under 
above is a solution to this problem as well* 

There hss been considerable delay in receipt of invoices after 
receipt of the related provisions at sea. Unit prices end confir- 
mation of quanitltlss are desirable for record purposes as early 
Es possible, at any time, and particularly at the end of an 
accounting period. It is requested that provision ships emphasize 
timely preparation of invoices and guard mail delivery after at 
sea delivery of provisions » 

On at least one occasion of at sea provisioning, this ship was 
not issued fresh fruits which had been requisitioned and stocks 
of which were broken out on topside of the provisioning ship. In 
order to avoid misunderstanding, it Is recommended that task 
force ships be advised of the basis for rationing of desirable ■ 
provision items as between ships of a force or as between ships 
93 different locations* 

I> GOMMUNIGi^TIOHS 

1» Radio: 

During the period covered by this report the radio facilities 
handled approximately 13,000 messages* exclusive of service 
messages and relays* The volume of radio communicctions during 
the portion of this period when this vessel was the flagship of 
Oojumsnder Task Force 77 taxed the capacity of available personnel 
and equipment. During such time, the personnel on duty in Radio I 
were required to stand watches in* Condition TITO in order to cover 
ell designated olrouits. In the main, the oommunioations personnel 
performed excellently, and rapid oomraunic«=!tions were conducted 
satisfactorily. However, towards the end of the period the 
nnnw-hnT!? wnrfi hnolnnlne tn hfiGnme overtired and listless from 




roRMmoN 

The assignment of, the full complement of oommunicGtlons person- 
nel Is neoesf^y to enebla ttiis command to fulfill its reauirements 
SFitisfectorily when serving as the Task Force ^l?sship. It is 
highly desirable to enable radio personnel to maintain Condition 
THHEE in order to ovoid an Incroase in the ratio of errors ana 
diminishing reliability of oommunioationa resulting from excess 
fatigue and listlsssness from sustained watch standing in Conditiv.a 
omiKe draining program being conducted will relieve the per son-- 
nel situatis-a in time provided sdegtuate numbers of non-rated 
personnel with aptitude are assigned to communications duty. 

The siiortage of radio. trQnsmitt.e3:s....oau3e4-.traffic to be dela;;^ -. 
on numerous occasions, "'feesslve sparking ^^I^^^P^^^^? 
ward portion of the flight deck by reason of ^^Vmpi^^Jnles forced 
from the TBA transmitter on frequencies around 10 megaoyoles forced 
the securing of this transmitter pending field-strength iJ^fJ^iSQ- 
Uons. iftel obtaining rough data on field strengths J* various 
levels of power outputs, it was determined that this transmitter 
might be safely operated with reduced power J^^P^j^. f ^^J;5V5 
procurement of complete data on field strengths. The four TC^ 
Sansmltters located in Radio II and ^adio III proved unsaW^^ 
factory for long range ooOTunications and for CW transmission. 

Unless field strength tests dictate otherwise it is reoomen^^^ 
thpt a radio room to house the TBA transmitter be ^^-1* on the 0^ 

level Just forward of the stacks and that t^^^^^f ^^^i^*?^ TOS 
moved to that location. It is further recommended that the TCS 
transmitters be replaced by TDE, THL, or TEM transmitters. 

Ihe two TD!i and RCK equipments installed in Radio II proved 
unreliable by reason of the vrtiips which must be lowered to a 
Sor?lon?a? position beneath the flifOit ,i^y^i^f^^^f,J^ents 
operations. Accordingly^ it is rooommended 
be removed to the island «nd that the antennae °f 
located on the mast structure. ^^^^^^Jf ^ 

conditions in a Carrier Task Tdroe, three additional W equip- 
ments are desired. 

By separate correspondence, this command has pointed the 

eaulments were operated continuously on three different -J^" 
qS?es rand the W was held in i^ediate J^f ^gf ?^°SsS?te?s 
Lportant of these frequencies, Tailures of the TDZ ^JJ^^^^;^;;; 
r^Iessitated the use of the MAR with acceptable results. However, 
it irbGlieved that m^re satisfactory performance would bo 
obtained from adSitlSnal TDZ or TED. (preferably TED) equipment 
than can be expeoted from the MAR, 

2* Visual ; 

Visual communibatiohs were conducted satisfactorily. At 
times screening shiDS were extremely slow in hoisting signals 
t^smitt'ed by -the OTC using flag hoist. It Pf f . 
En^h delays were oocasionad by shortages of signal Personnel 
^ .^^. ^ -::t. ,^ n.^or^A nn ATH nv rQSTDonslble Telay ship and 
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DECLASSIFIED 

NAVHISTDIVINST 5500.1 



T'rcmi^omEnanding Officer, U.S.S. YALVSI FORGE (CV-45) — By*. 0P-09B92G 
'■.ojBBi^^^^liief of Naval Operations 
Via: (1) Conwiander Carrier Division FIVE 

(2) Commander Task Force SE7ENTT SEVEN 

j3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

[k\ Commander Naval Forces, FAR EAST 

(5) Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 30 January 1952 through 
22 February 1952 

Raf: (a) OPNAV Instruction 34SO,5 dated 1 July 1952 

End: (1) Commander, CATG ONE oonf Itr ser 05 dated 2? Feb 1952 

1« In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the 
period of 30 January through 22 February 1952 is hereby submitted; 



In compliance with CTF 77 dispatch 162350Z of January '1952, 
the USS VALLSy FORGE (CV-45}, CAPTAIN OSCAR PEI3ERS0N Commanding, 
with ComCarDlv FIVE (REAR AmURAL F,v;. MC MAHON) embarked, 
departed Yokosuka, Japan, for the operating oraa ori* 30 January 
1952. 

On 1 February 1952 the USS VALLSY FORGE (CV-45) Joined Task 
Force 77 close to the 38th Parallel on the east coast of Korea. 
The Task Force was commanded by REAR AEMIRAL JOHN PERRY, ComCarDiv 
ONE, aboard the USS ESSEX (CV-9) and operated under Task Force 77 
Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) dated 6 December 1951. It was 
composed of USS ESSEX (CV-9), USS MTIETAM (CV-36), USS VALLEY 
FORGE {CV-A5), USS ST PAUL (CA-73) , USS RADFORD (DDE-446). USS 
O'BAOTJON (DDE-450), USS FLETCHER (DDE-445), USS H.J. IHOMAS 
(DI3R-833), USS SHELTON (00-790), USS J.E. KYES (DD-787), USS S3. 
MOORE (DD-747) and USS MADDOX {DD.-731), 

On 20 February 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE departed Task Force 77 
in accordance with ComTask Force 77 dispatch 160226Z and arrived 
in Yokosuka, Japan 22 February 1952 for a period of maintenance 
and upkeep. 

The mission of Task Force 77 was as follows? 



PART I 



COMPOSITION OF Om FORCES AND MISSION 



(1) Conduct air operations from an operating area off the 



DKUSSIFIED 

SECURITY m-ORMATTON " . • 'uu 

(4) Provide air spot to bombardniGnt forces wiien directed, 

(5) Conduct photo and visual reoonnaissanee as required, 
JOC^'^KS^ea °Peral^ioQs with the 5th /ar Force through 

(7) Exchange intelligence information with friendly naval 
forces engaged in surface interdiction operations on the 
east coast of Korea, 

oSo^^. f^"^^^^? following on-board count of pilots and airi 
craft... at the beginning of flight operations on 2 February I95I. 

SqU^DR ON NO. or PILOTS N0> OF .filRCRAFT 

H 22 13 

H 11% 27 8 7 

vl! 653 26 17 1?; TT ; 

VC 3 (Detachment) 5 3^ J^^^ZL 

VC 11 Detachment) 5 3 IS 7^ 

VC 35 (Detachment) 5 1 ^p^;^ 3 ^^jj^j^^^ 

VC 61 ^Detachment) 4 3 jgS'ftp 



HU 1 (Detachment) 2 



1 HO 3S 



area. 



TOT/.L 119 75 

PART II 

CHRONOLOGIC^^L ORDER OF E7EHTS 
1-30-52: At 0800 the ship departed Yokosuka for the operating 



i""^-^"?^' ^^^P ''^3 onroute to the operating area. Ship- 

ooard training exercises were conducted, 

2-1-52: Replenishment day, The ship joined Task Force 77. 

2-2-52! /lir operations were conducted for the first day of 
ohe present period, LCDR V/.H, ROGERS, VO 11 Detachment and two 
crewmen narrowly escaped a serious accident when the catapult ring 
^iroke during turnup, and the ice-covered deck denied the full use 
0:; brakes. Their ijru4W made a power take-off in only 137 feet of 
-leek space, actually touched the water off the bow, but remained • 
_^irborne and completed the assigned mission, LT R. HERM'.N, VF 653, 
ditched his F4U within the landing pattern of the ship when his 
plane caught fire as he was returning to the ship for landing, Ke 
was recovered by the V/,LLEY FORGE helicopter, suffering mild shook 
exposure, and minor burns about the face. LTJG P.P. PIERSON, VF 653, 
attempting a normal deok-run take-off in his F4U, engaged his tail 



S3CTJRITY lUTOraSATION ■ . aE»i*»»«» 

2-3-52: Air operations continued, A total of 83 sorties were 
flown. LTJG N.J. JOHNSON, VF 194, W3S shot down in his /iD by flak 
just south of Hungnam. He was rescued in good condition by Monte 
C^rlo helicopter (B1;lTIKG (LST. 799) )' about 45 mihutes later. 
IT R.S. GSFFSL, VF 653, wss hit by flak near Hungnam but managed to 
continue his flight to Vfonson Harbor where he ditched his He 
vas picked up uninjured by the ■ BELTING (LST 799) helicopter. L 
-ocord number of 80 rail outs were made this date. Six bridges were 
aestroyed, and a small village containing military supplies wss 
bombed. Numerous secondary explosions were noted and severe fires 
burned for several hours afterwards. At least 10 large storage 
buildings were completely destroyed. li total of 50 sorties were 
flown. 51 rail cuts were made in addition to other interdiction 
destruction of targets of opportunity, 

2-8-52: iiir operations began with a dawn launch of a RESCAP 
to cover the USS ROCHESTER (Cii 124) helicopter's attempt to rescue 
LTJG H.Eb ETTINGER, VO 35 Detachment, He had been shot down 13 
Dec&mber 1951 in the Kojo area south of Wonsan and was now in the 
hands of friendly guerrilla forces. Information received indicated 
be was in dire need of medical attention* On the first attempt the 
^elicopter from USS ROCHESTER {CA 124) crashed at the scene. During 
^JUSCIiV operation LT M.P, MC KSNN/j, VC 3 Detachment, was hit by flak 
end was last seen heading his F4U-5N seaward over Ko^o Bay. LT MC 
TOSNNii is listed as missing in action* Five of the 
six planes on the RESC.iP were hit by flak, LT M,E. SCHLUTSR, VC 35 
Uetaohment, was forced to land at K-50; all other proceeded to K-18^ 
on a second attempt made immediately after word wcs received of the 
misfortune of the first helicopter, the helicopter from BELTING 
(LST 799) was badly damaged by flak and forced to return to the 
USS ST P./iUL (OA 73) . Rescue attempts at this scene were suspended 
for the remainder of the day. At about the same time, approximately 
20 miles west of Kowon, ENSIGN M.S. BROOJffiEAD, ^Tf 19k, was shot 
down by flak and crash-landed his AH on a mountain side, A RESC/iP 
r.'os immediately formed and maintained over him* He appeared to be 
;>adly hurt about the legs. The helicopter from the USS MANCHESTER 
;CL-83) attempted to rescue him but unfortunately crashed at the 
r.oene. Later, two people were observed carrying a third person up 
■i-.he hillside, A second helicopter furnished by JOC Korea arrived 
approximately 2 hours later but intense flak, high head winds, and 
Ejpproaohing darkness forced him to retire with no success. Rescue 
operations were then suspended for the day. Relatively little 
damage was inflicted on the enemy due to diversion of most events 
to RESCAP, A total of 70 missions were flown, 

2-9-52: Task Force 77 replenished at sea. At dawn 8 props were 
•aunched to search the rescue areas of the previous day, Ttie planes 
rjperated from K-18 to take maximum advantage of daylight. No 
activity was noticed at either sroa. All signs indicated the probs- 
ble capture of ENSIGN BROOMHE.^D and the two helicopter crewmen 
with him. ENSIGN BROOMHEiiD is listed as missing in action, 

2-10-52: Air operations resumed. LT R. Tj'.YLOR, VC 3 Detachment 
was hit by flak and landed his badly domoged F4U-5N at K~18. A total 
of 79 sorties were flown on which 49 rail cuts were made* 



2-11-^2: Air operations continued. 74 missions were flown 



2-13-52: Task Force 77 replenished at se*s. 



2-14-52; Air operations resumed but were cancelled in the 
early afternoon because of unfavorable westher. A total of 32 
sorties were flown and 35 rail cuts were scored. The Skyraiders 
and Corsairs destroyed 4 bridges during the morning operations, 

2-15-52: Aiv operations were cancelled because of unfavorable 
weather, 

2-16-52: Air operations were cancelled because of unfavorable 
weather, 

2-17-52: With the advent of good flying weather, air operations 
were resumed, A total of 75 sorties were flown. The score for the 
day read: 97 rail outs, 3 locomotives destroyed, 28 troops killed, 
22 oxcarts destroyed and 5 RH bridges badly damaged, 

2-18-52: AiT operations continued, 76 missions were flown 
scoring a total of 46 rail cuts. The VALLEY FORGE and PHILIPPINE 
SEA teamed up on a spQcial mission against a barracks concentration 
at Pungsan, The resultant score was 45 buildings destroyed, 20 
severely damaged and 18 received minor daaage. 

2-19-52: Air operations continued, 68 sorties were flown, 
scoring 75 r?^il cuts, killing 121 troops, destroying 21 buildings, 
15 oxcarts, 4 RR bridges ^ and inflicting other minor damage, LTJG 
D.F* T/iTTM, VT 52, was last seen as he crashed his F9F into a 
mountain following a glide bombing run on a rail cuto His plane 
exploded upon impact and LTJG TATIM is listed killed in action. His 
aircraft is presumed to have been hit by flak, LT W.P. JOHNSON, Vi' 
111, ditched his F9F near the ship because of a flame-out and was 
picked up by V^^LLEY FORGE helicopter, 

2-20-52: Task Force 77 replenished at sea and upon being re- 
lieved by the USS ESSEX (GV-9) ^^nd USS ./iNTIETi^M (CV-36) , the 
V/iLLET FORGE together with the PHILIPPINE SEA departed for port 
at Yokosuka, Japan. 



P/.RTIII 



PERFOm^/iNCE OF ORDNi^NCE M/>TERI/.L IMD EQUIPMENT 



A. .aamunitlon Expended t 



2,000# G«P* Bombs 



1,000# G,P« Bombs 
500# G.P, Bombs 
250# G.P, Bombs 
100# G.P, Bombs 



15 

479 
112 



1,810 
1,102 



Napalm 



5" HViiR Rockets 
Flares (Mark 5 & 6) 



220/260# Frag 



250 
86 
45 
48 



20mffl Ammunition 
,50 Gal, Ammunition 



106,460 



80,200 



PART IV 



DBQU^HED 



SECURITY IKFORMATION- 

B. Damaae to -Aircraft : 

Wo. of Planes Types Causes 

c Enemy snti-airoraf t fire* 

1Q /iD-2{3) Enemy anti-airoraf t fire* 

2 jiD-4NL Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

2^3 F9F-2 Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

1 igF-aP Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

1 F4TJ-5K Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

C, Loss of Aircraft ; 

Date Squadron Type Bu>No« Causes 

7 2 re 653 E4U-4 82038 On fire from fuel leak. Ditched.. 

212 W 653 E4U-4 97277 Crashed on take-off and burned, 

Jettisionod, 

2 ^ W 653 E4U-4 8I764 Enemy LA fire* Ditched at sea, 

213 W 194 AD-3 122269 Enemy fire. Crashed in enemy 

territory, 

2-iL VE 194 ;iD-2 122327 Enemy M fire. Ditched at sea* 
2-8 VE 194 122842 Enemy AA fire» Crashed in enemy 

territory, 

VC 3 F4U-5N 124495 Enemy U fire* Missing in action. 

2-19 W 111 ?9E.^2 127165 Enemy fire. Crashed into 

mountain, 

2-19 52 E9E-2 127203 Elamo out. Ditched at sea. 



D, Damage inflicted on Enemy ; 



Trucks 
Gars 

Locomotives 
Oxcarts 
Es otories 
Warehouses 

Barracks and Buildings 

Gun Emplaoements 

Oxen 

Villages 

Bunkers 

RR Care 

RR Bridges 

RR By-passes 

Observation Post 

Lumber Piles 

M/Y Yards 

Rail Cuts 

Troops Killed 



Destroyed Damaged 



61 


45 


1 


0 


3 


1 


60 


0 


0 


1 


4 


0 


109 


42 


18 


1 


29 


0 


0 


2 


2 


0 


46 


42 


15 


5 


12 


0 


1 


0 


30 


0 


25 


0 


691 




171 





The above mentioned table represents a 
nf thP actual damage inflicated on the enemy during this operatxonc 
llAal Snlv tho^ instances viiere the damage could be assessed 
Tthe^Uo? ^^SlVsed in compiling this table. There -/e many 
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2 jiD-4NL Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

2^3 F9F-2 Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

1 igF-aP Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

1 F4TJ-5K Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 
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212 W 653 E4U-4 97277 Crashed on take-off and burned, 

Jettisionod, 

2 ^ W 653 E4U-4 8I764 Enemy LA fire* Ditched at sea, 

213 W 194 AD-3 122269 Enemy fire. Crashed in enemy 

territory, 

2-iL VE 194 ;iD-2 122327 Enemy M fire. Ditched at sea* 
2-8 VE 194 122842 Enemy AA fire» Crashed in enemy 

territory, 

VC 3 F4U-5N 124495 Enemy U fire* Missing in action. 

2-19 W 111 ?9E.^2 127165 Enemy fire. Crashed into 

mountain, 

2-19 52 E9E-2 127203 Elamo out. Ditched at sea. 



D, Damage inflicted on Enemy ; 



Trucks 
Gars 

Locomotives 
Oxcarts 
Es otories 
Warehouses 

Barracks and Buildings 

Gun Emplaoements 

Oxen 

Villages 

Bunkers 

RR Care 

RR Bridges 

RR By-passes 
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Lumber Piles 

M/Y Yards 
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Troops Killed 



Destroyed Damaged 



61 


45 
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0 


3 


1 


60 


0 


0 


1 


4 
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42 


18 
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29 
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0 
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42 


15 
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12 
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30 
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The above mentioned table represents a 
nf thP actual damage inflicated on the enemy during this operatxonc 
llAal Snlv tho^ instances viiere the damage could be assessed 
Tthe^Uo? ^^SlVsed in compiling this table. There -/e many 



SSBy'SJormation- DBGDS'SIFIED 

PART V 
PERSOHNEL 

. > » Perf omanoe : 

Personnel performance oontlnued to be excellent, Likevjiso, mor: " 
of the ship's company continued high. 

The average on-board count of enlisted personnel during the 
opernting period wp-s 1892, of which 32 were away on temporary 
additional duty and 10 away from the ship on emergency leave* The 
total losses for various causes were 22, fifteen of which were 
petty officer ratings. The total gains were 46, all of which were 
:ion-rated personnel, which were badly needed. The petty officer 
shortages in the eleotronios, engineering, gunnery, end communioatic;- 
ratings continues critioaij A vigorous on~thG-job training program 
for non-rated men and third class petty officers is being prosecuted 
by all Departments, Likewise, each Department is examining personnel 
duty assignments to ensure the most efficient employment of person- 
nel to cbtain the maximum savings in man-hours b 

The comments in the last ViiLLET F ORGE Action Report concerning 
the assignment of a Protestant and a Catholic chaplain to CV*s 
deployed in a oombat are" still apply* It is noted vdth appreciation 
fchat a Catholic chaplain is being assigned to the ship. During this 
period, to meet the lack of a Cf.tholic chaplain for Sunday servloet--, 
the exchange of Protestant and Catholic chaplains by helicopter 
between this ship end the PHILIPPINE SS;i and /.NTIETAM was carried 
out when in company. The response of the respective ship's oompani';::; 
was enthusiastic o Our practice of the delivery of a brief prayer 
by the ship's chaplain at tattoo each evening, over the UIG cirouii;. 
was continued. Comments received indicated en appreciative response 

3, Recreation; 

The daily program of seven showings of motion pictures was 
continued for a total of 168 showings for this periods 

ii daily program of recorded music, news broadcasts, miscellBneou:v 
interviews, and re-broadc<='st of iirmed Forces Radio programs from 
Tokyo was carried out over the ship's RBO system. 

The hobby shop program was sustained throughout the period, with 
rewssrding results. 

Si staff was appointed and work was begun on a ship's cruise 
book. The printing will be done in Tokyo in accordance with arrange- 
ments concluded by the ship's Chaplain during the last in-port 
period in Yokosuka, 

When the ship returned Yokosuka, full advantage was taken by 
officers and enlisted men of the rest hotels in the area; it is 
considered highly beneficial for the maximum number of the Air 
Group to get off the ship and go to a rest camp for a portion of 
each in-port period. More applicants for this valuable form of 
recrentinn than reservations alwavs exist.. 



SECURITY INFORMATION 



More athletic facilities are needed in the Yokosuka area, 
Jilthough athletic facilities do exist they are not believed adequate 
for both shore-based sctivities ond ship personnel. In particular, 
more basketball courts, volleyball courts, softball and baseball 
diamonds are needed. At present there are no handball or squash 
courts. An indoor SYdmming pool is needed not only for recreation, 
but for survival training and swimming instruction. It is believed 
that the addition of more athletic facilities will dc much toward 
reducing further the V,D. rate. The present lack of athletic 
facilities makes it difficult for /JRPAC units to carry out the 
i^IRPjf\C In ter/Intra -Mural Athletic Program, 

C, Mall ! 

During this operating period the capacity of the Post Office 
was increased considerably by a modification which consisted of mov- 
ing the inboard bulkhead further inboard and by providing storage 
apace for mail bags under the ventilation trunk adjoining the Post 
Office, Rearrangement of the lighting fixtures resulted in improved 
lighting. The speed and efficiency of mail handling has been 
noticeably improved by these simple expedients. 

Only 97 bags of U»S. Mail were received on this ship during the 
entire period of this operation, Jew, if any, addressed newspapers 
and magazines were delivered in the operating area. No mail was 
sant to the operating area during the last week of operations for 
delivery to this, ship, although 10 bags previously dispatched and 
held by one of the replenishment ships vias delivered on 20 Feb 1952. 

D, Co sualitlea t 

LT John Patrick MG KENN.^i, VC 3 Detachment, 460267/1315, USNR. 
On 8 Feb 1952, while flying an F4U-4, purpose 1X3, cause TA"RE, ho 
was last seen heading south over Ko^o Bay, North Korea, LT MC KSNNA 
was reported missing in action, 

ENSIGN Marvin "S" BROOMHEAD, VF 194, 538977/1325, USKR, On 
8 Feb 1952, while flying an i'lD, purpose ITl, cause Ti\RE, he crash 
landed in remote area of enemy territory thirty miles northwest 
Wonsan, Korea, He was known to be alive, but injured, on that date, 
ENSIGN EROOMHS/iD was reported missing in action, 

ENSIGN Richard Delbert JBNSM, VF 653, 537907/1325, tJSNR. On 
11 Fob 1952 while flying an F4U, purpose ITl, cause T^ARE, he crashed 
1.5 miles southeast of Munohon, North Korea, His plane was seen to 
explode upon Impact with ground. He was reported as killed in 
action* 

LTJG David Franklin Ti»TUM, VF 52, 506484/1315, USNR. On 19 
Fob 1952, while flying an F9F-2, purpose ITl, cause TiiRE, he crashed 
into mountain side during run on target, probably the result of IiA 
fire. His plane was seen to explode upon impact with the ground, 
LTJG TYiTUM was reported killed in ao^on* 



SECURITY INFORMATION 

During a deck run take'-off from the 570' foot position the tail 
wheel assembly of an F4U picked up the engaging straps of Davis- 
rigged Number h barrier (Bariahee webbing). The barrier was in the 
normal dovm position. The Davis-rigged barrier (Banshee wobbing) has 
a normal tendency to lift about three inches off the deck when any 
type prop aircraft take*.off across it. To prevent the reoccuranOa 
of this freak accident five bungees are rigged from tie-down track 
to the tie-down track across the engaging straps of the Banshee 
webbing* This fix prevents lifting due to prop blast on take-offs. 

2, Aircraft Maintonanoe: 
No comments* 

3. Aircraft Servicing ; 
No comments, 

B, Operations; 

!• Air Operations ; 

In the interest of more efficient communications with aircraft, 
it is recommended that an AN/ARC 1 be installed in Air Operations, 
Such an installation would allow more effective utilization of the 
TDQ transmitters and RCK receivers now piped into Air Operations on 
remote position units by releasing them for use by the ship and 
flag based aboard. An AN/ARC 1 would permit more flexibility than 
now possible in oontrolling aircraft from other ships. The AN/ARC 1 
is generally easier to maintain than the other radio units, 

2. Aerology ; 

During the period 1 February to 20 Febru'^ry 1952, inclusive, the 
normal winter weather pattern prevailed, except for 14 to 16 Feb- 
ruary, inclusive. In this latter period the Asiatic high cell was 
centered far to the north «nd the polar trough was north of the 
mean winter position resulting in ?^n easterly to northeasterly air 
flow over the operating area. During this period the weather in the 
operating and target areas were non- operations* 

a. Communications; 

(1) Facsimile {Aerology Laboratory) : 

The facsimile reception was more satisfactory than 
during January, but is still poor much of the time, 

(2) Radioteletype; 

Reception was average, 

(3) Radio (CW Radio I) : 



C!W reooption of weather was only fair 



SECURITY INFOBMATIOK 

b. Equipment and Supplies: 



DECLASSIFIED 



(1) Radiosonde I 

The radiosonde was frequently inoperative for short 
periods of time due to meohanical trouble and looal interference. 
Interference from the tractors on the flight deck frequently out 
the sounding out entirely, and it is recommended that these tractors 
have suppressors installed to eliminate this source of Interf ereno-;. 

Other aerologioal equipment operated satisfactorily, 
3. Combat Information Center ; 

a. Radars: 

(1) General: 

The performanoG of all radars was considerably better 
than during the preceding period on the line» there were no serlouo 
maintenance problems, 

b. Specific: 

SZ - The SX radar is still considered the best all-purpose 
radar and vfas In use continuously except for the regular maintonanoo 
checks, 

SPS-6B - The SPS-6B radar is best for long range air search, 
especially for small groups of jets and aircraft at high altitudes. 
Returning strike groups of jet aircraft were normally detected and 
tracked from 70 to 85 miles out. As has been noted in the reports 
of other ships this radar is adversely affected by high relative 
winds , 

SU - The SU radar gave excellent performance during the 
entire period and is the most reliable of our surface search radars. 

XSG~7 - The XSG-V radar is very good for medium and short 
range surface search but is not completely dependable because of 
the blind spot on the starboard bow due to the location of the 
antenna,. There also hvis been considerable trouble as a result of 
halyards becoming entangled in the SG antenna, 

c. Communications* 

Considerable improvement was noted during this period in ship*- 
to-nircraft communications. Some difficulty is presently being 
experienced with the AN/iiRCs located in CIC which could possibly 
be due to the location of the antenna. The DRD in CIC has been of 
little or no vslue during this period because it is not reliable 
beyond 35 miles. It has been determined that this is due largely to 
the constant vibration of the antenna in its present location, 

d, Flag Operations; 



CIC served as the Flag CIC for Task Force 77 during this 



DEGLASSIRED 



SECtJRITY INFORMATION 



The continued operation of all available transmitters again 
reduced the opportunities for routine maintenance and required 
restoration of breakdowns under great pressure, as in the preocdina 
operating period, *- » i' b 

The same oommenta as to the Coramunications oomplament ana as to 
changes in equipment which were set forth in the last action report 
are still applicable. The shortage of qualified radio operators is 
Keenly ffilt, although the school-graduate strikers are pmgrGSSing 
very satisfactorily. The non-sohool-graduate strikers are showing 
creditable progress, but cannot be given es adequate training as 
would be liked due to the heavy work load of operations, 

b. Visual: 



No comments. 



5. Air Intelligence ; 

The often-reported defensive tactic of the use of mobile flak, 
has been again observed. Different flights over the some assigned 
track sector reported new positions and photo analysis substantiated 
these reports. The type of weapon noted has been predominantly the 
37mm, Small orms fire continues to bo used effeotivoly against 
low-flying aircraft. An analysis of flak damage sustained during 
this operating period is inoluded in the -6TG-1 section of this 
report* 

The primary assignment during this period has been rail cutting. 
This mission has been successfully carried out. The ra'^idity with 
which rails all along the East Coast have been repaired indicates 
an increasingly flexible and efficient repair organization. 

a» Survival: 

ThG following recommendation is made with regard to the 
debriefing of aviators who have been forced to ditch in the Korean 
area! 

Upon arrival in Yokosuka the pilots should be sent to COm/iVFE, 
Tokyo for further interrogation by Navy-/,ir Force survival 

personnel 9nd comprehensive rcoorts routed by means of the 
distribution list to all interested United Nation Commands. 

ATG~1 pilots have been partially fitted with the new Mark III 
ISxposure Suit which has been a great improvement over the old type 
suit. Some difficulties have been experienced with the Mark III, 
and an elaboration on these points are inoluded in the /iTG-1 section 
of this report* 

6, Photo Interpretation t 

Thirty-four photo missions were flown against the enemy during 
the operating period. Hie missions were flown for route condition, 



The construction of mosaics required considerable time. The use 
of previously constructed mosaics in the plotting of flak froia 
more rcoent photography proved satisfactory and resulted in a 
large saving of time. It was found desirable that the mosaics be 
constructed so that the north arrow remained constant in succeeding, 
pages in the touraid bookleto Coordinates to six digits have been 
jaded for all major targets along the route* 

The addition of a P,I. Report on each route study or Touraid 
■vGs provided during this period. The report contains a brief and 
concise statement of each target, major flak concentration and 
recommended targets for strikes when possible. Such a reoort is b - 
iieved highly desirable for aid in the selection of targets, 
ordnance, and in the planning of strikes « 

Ten mute studies were produced durii^ this period representing 
the production of over 500 individual booklets and the use of 
^approximately 4,200 8x10 phntographs , 

Thirty-three target studios were msde^ the majority of viJiich 
required the preparation of a mosaic and the location of all flak 
positions, A P. I. report was made on four of the studies to properly 
identify and describe the targets located on the mosaics. i\il target 
ind route studies were given full distribution to all carriers 
and carrier division staffs. 

The ship»s P,I» target file was developed further and now 
contains photography on more than 600 Individual targets in Korea, 

Preparation of flak studies require a minimum scale of 
1/5000, To obtain the necessary coverage over high-intensity flak 
'2roas K~38 photography accomplished by the USS ESSEX F2H photo- 
graphic planes has proven far superior to the K-17 limited to the 
oonc. It is recommended that future photo detachments be equipped 
with planes capable of carrying oameras v;ith cones giving more 
"lesirable photo coverage » /although it is realized that later 
models of the Fgi" will be so equipped, it is believed that the K-lt1 
camera can be installed in the r9F-2 with 0 end R assistance... 
the P9F-2 will continue to fly many missions over defended 
enemy territory from CV9 type ships, this installation should be 
undertaken without delay, 

7* Photography Laboratory : 

During the last operating period the Photo Lab experienced 
3 great increase in the copying of large maps and charts in support 
of aerial r econnaissanoa and for use in making up "Touraid" 
booklets for pilots. 

Though this was a large scale operation requiring rapid 
aooomplishment this was obtained by a simple modification of our 
copying equipment. The lamps for illuminating the copy were placed 
on arms attached on sithor side to the camera bed and fully 
.justable to height and spread of illumination,, This arrengemont 
OToved verv Rff-ininnt ^ 



SSCTIRITY 



IKFOmii^ON 



SECURITY INFORtJATION 



DECMSSIHED 



0, Gunnery ; 

1. Replenishment at sea: 

In an attempt to increase the rate at whicii ajnmunition can be 
transferred from the ammunition ship to this vessel two new methods 
were tried during this operating period. During ammunition re- 
plenishment on 13 February, a wire highline was rigged from the 
number k hatch of USS CEIiRA {AKA-5S) to the Hangar deck opening 
at frame 74 starboard. Five and a half tons of bomb fuzes, rocket 
motors and rocket heads were transferred in 70 minutes. 

On 20 February an attempt was made to use the Housefall method 
for transferring ammunition between these same two stations. The rig 
was not successful. The starboard forward accommodation ladder is 
normally stowed across the lower portion of the opening at frame 
74. In this position the ladder seriously interfered with the 
Housefall rig, Also, presently installed psadeyes at this station 
ere so positioned that chafing occurs against the upper edge of 
the Hangar deck oponing. 

In order to provide en additional ammunition transfer station 
3t frame 74 the following steps have been or will be taken: (a) - 
stow the accommodation ladder in the overhead of the Hangar deck, 
(b) relocate the padeyes at frame 74, and (o) install a roller 
along the upper edge of the Hangar deck opening to prevent chafing. 
With these improvements it is believed that an addition to the 
overall loading rate of about 20 tons per hour can be obtained by 
the addition of the Housefall or hghline rig at frame 74. 

2. Training: 

Two anti-aircraft firing exercises were conducted during the 
period of this report, one while enroute to the operating area and 
the second while returning to Yokosuka. It is recommended that 
more frequent opportunities for firing be provided in order to 
stimulate interest and increase the proficiency of gun and control 
personnel* 

3. Material: 

On 2 February an F4U~4 aircraft era shed into five inch mounts 
two and four and burned. It struck mount No. 4, pivoted and struck 
mount No, 2, then cams to rest supported by mount No. 2 and the 
outboard side of the gun sponson. Gasoline fires in the area were 
brought under control and extinguished by the use of fog foam. 
The rammer assemblies of both mounts, the pointer's and trainer's- 
v.olosoopes on mount No. 4, the pointer's telescope of mount No, 2, 
o.nd the firing and lighting circuit on mount No. 4 wore so damaged 
B3 to require replacement. Other damage to the mounts was 
superficial. 

D. Supply; 



SSCTJEITY mPOEMATION 
2. Ship's Stora i 

Data are being furnished Com/arPao and MrPae CV's, via sep- 
arate correspondence, of the Ship's Store service facilities 
supplies recommended for a six months' cruise* 

3. Bngineerlnff ! 

No cjomments* 
I\ Medical : 

No conuuQata* 
G. Dental; 

It is strongly reoomraended that a prosthotic unit be installed 
aboard GV*s. The large number of patients requiring prosthetic 
treatment, and the short time in port i^diera such treatment is 
available to our personnel, results in a highly unsatisfactory 
arrangement. 

The ability to render prosthetic treatment aboard when indicated, 
would constitute a positive morale factor, and in some measure afford 
relief to the already over-burdened land-based prosthetic clinics. 
Such service would be also of much value to smaller ships in 
company. 




OSCJiR T=SDERSON 



Copies to: 

GNO (2 advance) 

CINCP/iCPLT (5 advance) 

COMAIRPAC (10 advance) 

COMFAIEALMIEDA 

CINCP/iCFLT EVALUATION GROUP 

COMNAWE 

CONSEVENTHFLT (1 advance) 

CTP 77 (2 advance) 

COMCARDIV Om 

COMCARDIT THREE 

COMCARDIV FIVE 

USS ESSEX (CV-9) 

USS BON HOmE RICHARD {CV-31) 

USS ANTIET/M (CV-36) 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA {CV-.47) 

USS PRINCETON {CV^37) 

USS BOXER (CV-21) 

CVG 2 

CVG 5 

CVG 11 

CVG 15 
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<iiffiSftttJl DEOASSIFIED 

NAVHtSTDIVINST 5500.1; 

Vomi Ootwnandang Officer, U.S.S. V4IIiBY P0RG13 By: OP-09B92C _ 

..'o* Chief of Naval Operatione 

;"iai (l) Oomraander Task Force SWmY SW^ 

(2) Commander SWSSTH Fleet 

(3) ComnBudar Naval Forces, FAR TSIST 

W Ooe«Dand6r^l&-Gbief, U*&.. Pacific Fleet 

Subji Action Report for the period 3 March 1952 throu^ A April 19 S2 

Reft (a) OPEW Instruction 3480,5 dated 1 July 1951 

Enoli (1) Comnander, CATG ONB conf Itr ser 07 of 7 April 1952^' 1 3 

1, In accor*ince with reference (a), the Action Report for the period of 3 
March thwugh A April 1952 is berely aubtnittedt 

COMPOaiTIQM OF O m FQRGIS AND MISSIQH 

In compliance with CTF 77 dispatch 280118Z of February 1952, the USS VAliST 
SORGK (Ctf-45), aPTAIN OSGAR PSDEBSOH Commnding, with GoraCarDiv FI7S (RBIR 
AOSIRAL F* W. MC HAHON) oahazked departed YokosuJca, Japan, for the operating 
area on 3 March 1952, 

On 5 Iferch 1952 the US3 VAIX?a EDHGB joined 5adc Force 77 close to 

the 38th Parallel on the east coast of Korea. The Task Force ms commanded by 
imK ADMIRAL JOHN P?2RRJ, ComCarDiv OKS, aboard the USS i^-SSSX (W-9J and operating 
under Task Jbrce 77 Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) dated 6 December 1951. 
It ms composed of USS BSS12 (CV-g), USS ANTI^^TAM (OT-36}, USS VAlXffi iORG^l 
kW-i5). USS ST PAUL (CX.-73), USS BOGHtSSTISR (a\-124), USS J. A. BOLB (00-755}, 
liyS lOFBTSfi (DD-759), USS BUCK (IJI>-7a), USS B, BlSS (DD-887), USS STICKSLL 
(DD-888), USS CHT?/AII^ (ODR-SOS) and USS A. J. ISSm. (l)D-869)» 

On 2 April 1952 the USS VAIiHSf PORG^ (C(f.A5) d^jarted Task Force 77 in 
accordance with GTF 77 dispatch 280236Z of March 1952 and arrived in lokosuka, 
Japan A April 1952 for a period of maintenance and upkeep. 

The mission of Task Fbrae 77 las as fbllowsi 

(1) Conduct air operations from an operating area off the east coast of Korna 
to provide close air support of friendly troop operations, interdiction 
to eneiny routes of movement and supply, and armed reconnaissance of 
enemy installations and lines of commurdcations. 

(2) Provide air cover fbr replenishment ships and other friendly naval 
surface forces vrfaon necessary* 



(3) Protect the force against air, surface and subsurfece attacks 



Commander Carrier -Ur Taak GroupWTri^tf OK\BW, Jr., USN. The 
Group had the following on-board count of pilots and aircraft at the beginning 
of flight operations on 4 March 1952* 

scsanmm md. of piiDia no, qf ^ibcb-vft 



VF 52 



20 12 F9F-2 



V? Ill 23 11 F9F-2 



VF 19A 



26 10 AD2(3), 2 Ar)-2Q 



VF 653 25 16 FAU-4 

VC 3 (Detachment) 5 3 ^4^-^ 

VC 11 (Detachment) A 3 

VC 35 Detachment) 5 3 -^0^ 

VC 61 (Detachment) i 3 J^F-^ 

HU 1 (Detachment) 2 1 HO 3S-1 

TOT\I. IIA 64 

P '^gr II 

mROMQICGICJii p pM3-j5l OF -^IMTS 

3-3-521 Departed Yokosuka, Japm for the operating area. Conducted training 
exercises and routine ship drills* 

>4.- 52* Conducted refresher air operations In Area FOX during the afbemoon. 
i'he ship conducted training exercises and battle problsms, 

3-5-52* Air operations were conducted during the morning in prepamtion for 
scmbit opemtionB. Planes transferred from the USS ^-S3^ (07-9) were landed 
iboard during tho morning opoiation ^ich brought the o&-board count of aircraft 
to 81. 

3-6- 52: Air operations were conducted aimed at the destruction of the North 
Korean rail net. The morning hecklers sighted a total of 6 locomotives to ^ich 
flights \7ere diverted throughout the day. Two locomotives were completely de- 
stroyed and the 4 others severely damaged. 50 raU cuts were mde, ^6 boxcars 
destroyed and 22 boxcars damaged. A total of 87 sorties were flown. 

3-7- 52t Routine air operations continued. A total of 91 sorties were floffli 
-jid a total of 124 rail cuts were made. This score set a record for rail cutting 
for the VAIXiS FORGE to date. 

>a-52i Air operations were irnipercd due to bad vmther. Our morning hecklers 
-nd one flight of wore the only planes over Korea today. A total of 30 

forties were flomi and the damago amounted to 3 trucks, 8 rail Kirs, 3 supply 
taildings and rails were cut in 8 p^cos. 

3-9- 52: Routine air operations srere conducted as scheduled, ^ total of 5 
..lanfs suffered flak damage, althou^ only one, mO R. KOTOFF, VF 194, ms 
forced to land at King 50, an emergency field. AH tho others returned safely 
aboard, A total of 37 sorties were flown scoring 70 rail cuts, 

>10- 52l Replenished at sea, 

Vll-52; Air opentions resumed as scheduled. U H, L. WRIGHT, 7F 653, 
rivinp an Ysas hit by flak vAilo flying an inland reconnaissanco routo. iho 




air operations contlaned as scheduled, X total of 6 clanes 
suffered flak daniage. fm, mG J. M. THAYER, VF 194 and iff H. A. BORGSHDIMG. 
/P 194, wero -forced to land at King 18 and King 50, respoctivol^. All the others 
rntumed safoly aboard. A total of 90 sorties wore flom scoring 97 i^il cuts, 
doatroying 11 trucks and 2 TOilroaa ears. e ? ^ b, 

>1>52» Houtin© air operations continued, A total of ^ planes suf f ored fi&ik 

f-urood land at King 18, All the other pianos retumod safoly aboard. Tho nifht 
incklara wore launchdd 50 minutes early to lend Air Support to 95,21 viiich ms 
'Jidar faro from shore installations. Pilots reported tho mission suecossful. 
1,'iving boon givon a "Well Dono" by tho USS MilHCW-ST^ (CL.83), A total of 100 
sorties wore floTjn, scoring 71 rail cuts, destroying 3 trucks and 3 shore batterio; 

>lA-52» Rcjplenishod at eea* 

>15-52j Air operations resumed as scheduled. A total of 10 planes suffered 
flak damage, but all returned aifely aboard. A total of 90 sorties V7ore flovai 
scoring 84 rail cuts, destroying 2 locomotives, 5 trucks and 3 rail bridges. 

>16-52I Routine air operations continued as scheduled, A total of 7 planes- 
suffered flak damags, hit all returned safely aboard. A total of 91 sorties were 
flotm scoring 118 rail cuts* - 

>17-52i Boutino air operations continued as scheduled. LGDR H. i, R'tSLiJiS, 
Commanding Officer, VP 52, f3jring a P9F-2, ree hit by U at CO S15520. The pilot 
did not bail out, and his burning plane exploded on impact, Thore vas no chance 
of survival, A total of 6 planes suffered flak damage. One, U R. P, TAYIOR. 

J» ma fbrced to land at King 18, All the other planes returned safoly 
aboard, k total of 90 sorties wore flown scoring 88 rail cuts* 

>ia- 52t Repl(ailahed at sea, 

>19-52» Air opomtions were cancelled because of inclement woather. 

3-20- 52« Air operations resumed as scheduled. A total of 6 pianos sufforod 
flak damage, HTJG C. CkiRdim, VF 653, and Iff R. S. GWJD, VF 653. wore itorcod 
to land at King 50. LTJG J. ORU, VP 653, and Iff 1?. L. KlilTlMS, VP 653, woro 
forced to land at King 18. All tho other planes returned safely aboard. A total 
of 88 sorties were flovm scoring 108 rail cuts and destroying A railroad cars 
and 11 trucks* 

,„ >21-52« Air operations wore continued as scheduled. iffJG 0, G, STRlHLiSy, 

rlJ^^^^^^r^'"^ f ^^^"^ ^"-^ ^^^e * routine reconnaissance mission, 

i>Lmihm made a conventional ball out over mtor nonr Hungnam. Upon tho 
arrival of th© roscue helicopter tho body was sighted undor the surfaco ontanglcd 
■L-i tne shroud linos. There ms no chance of eurvival. An unsucccssflil attempt 
■.■;.;s mado to recover the body. XWG S, 17. BKHRI, VP 19^ and ITJG J. p, 00Ca»i5R, 
VLl'^iXr.^^ ^1^^^ *° emergency landings at King 18 and King 50 rospoctivoly, 

i-.JU QQOfm suffered minor wjunds about the face. Other planes rocoived flak 
damage but returned safely. A total of 89 sorties wero flom scoring 74 rail cuts, 
destroying 2 railroad bridged and 6 trucks. 

>'22-52t Air operations were continued as scheduled. The night heckler flight 
-as cancelled due to inclement weathor* ©ISICai K. A. SCH'«X2CTt!R, VP 19^, received 

lacerations about thn fsnr. riHon a AA. oVirtll r^«H,^+»,.,+ ^ mr . 




>24,-Ki Air opomtions vera cancollod duo to inclomont t/oathor, 

^ >25-52» kXr oporations rosumod, but \7oathor conditions allowod only ono dvent 
a total of 20 aortlos wero floTO destroying 25 buildings and starting firos in a 
Iiimbnr storage arm* 

3-26-521 Air oporations resuni'sd as schodulod* T;xi pianos sufforod flak 
dam go, but roturned safoly al»ard, A total of 88 sorties wore flowi scorine 
113 rail cuts, 

3-27- 52t Air oporations (wntinuod as schodulod, A total of 6 pianos suff/^rnd 
flak datnago. ^SIGK J, AKAd, VF hit by AA, vas forcod to land at Kin'g'ia 
.1 total of 90 BortloB wore floTm scoring 99 mil cute, dostroying 9 trucks and 
10 buildings* 

3-28-521 Air operations continued as schodulod* A total of 4 pianos sufforod 
flak damage but all roturnod safely aboard, 89 eortios wore flom scoring 62 
mil outs, destroying 10 trucks, 7 gun positions and 7 railroad bridgos and 
by^passGS. 



>29-52i Rcplonlehod at sea* 

3-30- 52J Air oporations wore rosumed as schedulod. A total of 6 planes 
sufforod flak damage* Dur to such damage, la^SION N, t3» STmOT, VF 653 vas 
forcod to ditch his P^J in Wonean Harbor, Tho pilot was iJiimcdlatoly rescued by 
tho hollcoptor from BliMING (lST-799) and sufforod no Injuries. 'WSICar F, C. 
.JOHNSON, VF 194, vaa forcod to land at King 18. All tho othor pianos rotumod 
^afoly aboard. A total of 89 sortios wore floivn scoring 144 rail cuts. This 
Is claifflod as a rocord numbor of cuts scorod by ono tarrior for ono &y*s 
oporations. One locomotive, 19 trucks, 3 rail by-paseos and 1 rail brldgo wore 
.1 -.stroyGdi 

3- 31- 52» Air oporations contina«d, Tho night hocklor flight yn$ cancollod duo 
to inolomont woathor. Two planes suffered flak damgo but both returned safely 
iboard^ A total of 85 sorties wore floim scoring HI rail caits and destroying 

3 trucks, 22 buildings, 10 rail road bridges and 4 rail ly-pasaes, 

4- 1- 52« Air operations woro hamporod duo to inolonent treather conditions, 

J-owGVor, 54 sorties wero flowi scoring 27 rail cuts and destroying 5 railroad 
v-passes* A total of 3 pianos suffered flak damage, but all roturnod safely 
'j.board« 

4-2-521 Rpplenished at sea. Departed Task Force 77 for port at Xokosuka, ■ 
Japan* 

4r> 52» The ship conducted t;vo damage control battle problems plus onginooring 
■IC, and conanunioations drills irtiilo onrouto to port, 

4-4- 52t Arrived at Yokosuka, Japan for a period of maintenance and upkeep). 

FART II? 



„i — ' PE£U\SS}EiEO 

Napalm 127 

2Cteim Ammunition 200,300 

• 50 Gal, Ammunition 2A5,iS0 

5'V38 Cal. U '136 

^Omm Gal, M g07 



Ho^vy woathor oncountorod 23 thru 25 March 1952 causod tho follopiJig dainagi 



Both ladar antonnas wore rippod off and broIc(Si# Ono ring si^t vns 
broken. loading platforms i;ero bent, 

^* PlrftCtora 1 & 2 ffnr AOm Moimtfl 1 & 7U 

Diroetor stations woro flooded and radar sets danagod. Some of tho 
oqulpmont ie salvagoablo* 

o» Flight Dqek ^u p por tigi 

The rivotod doublor platos, T*iich socuro the port forrard "H" bo-^n 
at-anchlon to tho undor sido of tho fUcht deck cirdop, all tho tAJr for;xtrd on t 
forricastlo, woro shoarod. This "H" beam supports tho fortnrd port oornor of 
tho flight doc*:, Tho tw forrard transvorso bents on the forecastlo had thoir 
vrobs dishod aft approciably on tho starboard sido. 

Tto ports wore stovo in in offlcor'e country. Sovoral small sootions of 
flight dock cat^TaUc vraro carried amy or badly tuistod. Limit svdtchos on tho 
port jot blast doflootor shorted and allowed tho motor to ovor-run, breaking th 
hoist cablo. Gasolino piping botwocn stations 1 and 2, Pli^t Dock, ^las torn 
-ooBo from its supporting brackets* 

B. fiim'gn tp fUrfiniffl< 

:^cmy antl-alrcmft fire. 
Snany anti-aircmffc firo, 
aioray anti-aircraft fire. 
Snooy anti-aircraft firo. 
Snony anti-aircraft firo. 
^Sncsay anti-aircmft firo. 
3iooy anti-aircraft firo. 



32 F9F-2 

1 r9F-2F 

16 FijJJ-ii 
A 

18 iD-2(3) 
1 

4 Xd~0L 




n INTOIBI/iTION 



DEeLASSIHED 



0. Dftiaign Infllctnd on ^nmva 



Trucike 
Tanks 
Oxcarts 
Himy Bridges 

Supply Dumps 
J\ig1 Dumps 
Amino Dumps 

Factories 

Ba Trades and Buildings 

larohouscs 

Gun %plaCGrrtnnts 

lumber Pilos 

Oxen 

Boats 

Bunkors 

Marshalling lards 

RH Bridges 

RR Cars 

RH By-Passcs 

Highmy By-Pa ssos 

Roundhousos 

Bulldozors 

Rail Cuts 

Grano 

Repair Dgpot 

Mines 

Troops 



120 

2 

120 
6 
7 
2 
2 

4 
152 
5 
AZ 

Z 
76 

155 
5 

36 
170 

35 
6 



1,615 
1 
2 

601 



7 
2 

2 

6 

190 
23 
2 

25 



240 

20 
15 
132 
9 

2 
2 



The above racsntioned table roprosents a consoivativo estimate of the actual 
damage inflicatod on the enemy during this operational period. Only those 
pjistancos vjhoro the damage could bo assessed by the pilot wore used in compiling 
zhis tabic. There we're many attacks ishoro the results wore obscured and could 
not bo assessed* There pas no close air support florai during this period* 



PART V 



During this operating period the average- on- board count of personnel ms' '~ 
1965, Tihich number ms satisfactory* The total losses for various ronsons troro 
24; this TJEis offset by 73 gains, Tworrby (20) men were aiay on tor^rary additional 
(Uty and B absent on leave* 



The critical sbortago of petty officers continues in the Gunnoiy, Oonnmni»« 
'lations, 'Sloctronics, and Engineering ratings, ^cry effort is being made to 
prosecute a vigorous on- board training program to train lower ratings to per- 
form the assignments of those higher rates tdiioh are ind will rooaln critical. 





Sunday, in addition to <faily Roman Catholic Mass and tho dircning prayor. aro 
now conducted, o *' » 

Mall eorvlco has been satisfactory. It has been improved for this period ■ 
on tho lino by the addition of delivery of second claas matter, enabling the 
onjoyment of relatively reccait periodicals* 

^Tho use of the 1 MG circuit to broadcast through tho ship a summ-ry of the 
■lay-^s combat operations, which practice this ship inaugurated in 1950 and found 
oo bo highly succossftil is being continued. In this nay members of the ship's 
company not on^god in flight deck operations are mado acquainted vdth tho result 
of the strikes carried out by nombors of the Air Group. In addition, the HBO 
systcn offers continuous programs throughout tho day and evening over tm channel- 
Jne channel carries Aimed Forces Badio irrograms, tho other live and transcribed^ 
programs originating in the ship's broadcasting booth. An officer vath cxporicnco 
■in broadcasting has boon assigned tho collateral duty of suporsrising those pro- 
grams. The inadequacy in number of RBO speakers avaiLablo (23 for the entire 
shipj limits the effectiveness of this program. Corrospondonco is being pre- 
pared to recommend to BuShips that more RBO outlets bo provided. 

In port the ship offers opportunities for athletics, motion pictures, and a 
generous liberty policy. Personnel aro afforded leave privileges at rest hotels 
"0 the fullest possible extent, 

I^. Public Infnnmtinn Om«pi 

It is recommended that, vMle the ship is deployed, a JournaUst rating 
servo aboard to assist the PIO, It is considered that this professional assistanc- 
13 necessary to keep the public adoquatoly informed of tho numerous events 
occurring aboard a carrier, Corrospondonco to recommend this provision in tho 
ftnlistod personnel allomnco will bo submitted. 

^- Casualittna t 

LT Hull Loroy T7RIGHT, USNR, 325B15/1315, VF 653, On 11 March 1952, vhllr^ ' 
flying an F4U, purposo Hi, cause TARS, ho parachuted from the plane at low 
^ struck the ground with partially oponod burning pamchuto, IS 
IJRIGHT ras reported killed in action, 

mo A3an (n) HOFF, USN, 466541A310, VP lU, On U March 1952, while flying 
an F9F-2I-', purpose IVI, cause TARS. Xho piano rolled over after being hit by 

firo and dovo into ground, esqjloding on impact, LTJG HOFF ^s rooortcd killed 
in action. 

KDR Horbort Loster RlStBS, Jr,, USN, 165577/1310, VF 52. On 17 March 1952. 
vMlo flying an F9F-2, purposo ITl, cause TARS, his plane tos hit by fire 
jhilo attacking an iU position. The aircraft cnshod into side of hill in 
■hallow dive, exploding on impact. ICDR SASLSS vjas reported kiUod in action. 

LTJG Charles Glasgow STIllHM, USN, 513261/1310, VF 52. On 21 March 1952 
rjhilo flying an F9F-2, puzposo iTl, cause TARS, Shortly after being hit by Al 
fire the aircraft caught firo. The pilot parachuted over vator, but failed to 
clear chute after a nator landing, ITJG STRlHLEr m.B reported killed in action. 



On 22 and 23 March, tho strongest winds and highost soas of thp period 
woro cncountcrod, with naxinium winds of 50 to 55 knots vdth gusts to 65 knots* 
ShGBQ tdnds resulted from a woak low contor moving into the Soa of Japan from 
■southorn Manchuria on 22 ferch, doopcning rapidly, and accolorating, Bbrly on ■ 
24. Iferch th© low contor had movod castmrd out of the Soa of Japan and tho ivinds 
^'^crcasod to near nornal, but a northeast orly swell of 5 to 10 foot continuod 
throughout tho day, docroasing to 2 to 5 foot on tho 25th, 

(l) Coranuninntinn<ji 

Faosinilc (Aerology Iaboratory)i Tho rncoption has continuod to in- 
provo ovor that of tho first and second operating periods. 

Sadiotolotypos Hoct^tion ms avorago. 

Badio (CW Radlo)» CW roeqption of woathor nas fair to avorago* 

Samo as suhinitted in Action Roport of 7 Docaabor 1951 thru 19 Jan- 
uary 1952, 

b. Air Intr>1H^»nnni 

During tho period of this report an incroasod nuabor of positions 
woro noted on tho main rail linos between Hanihung and 17onsan» Comparison of 
photography indicates that thoso additional guns (approxiaatcly S 37dd positions) 
wcro romovod from rails running immodiatoly wost from Kotoh, Gonorally, 3l7ma 
positions aro located on opposite sides of tho rails and spaced from 2 to 3 
railos apart. latest photogmphs show tho concentration to bo on tho rail linos 
from Yonghung south to Wonsan and at tho railroad bridge immediatoly south of 
the city of Hamhung, As the previous reports indicate nobility of those 
positions point out tho nooossity of obtaining lato photographic covorago on "13 
heavily dofondod rail linos prior to striJcos. 

Coordinated events wore aohcdulod designed to suppress flak along cortair 
solGcted sectors of rail in advanco of a rail-cutting cvont. Consideration ms 
5ivon to (i; tho boat section of track to bo hit, (2) varying typo of ordnance, 
\V annotated photographs pin-pointing flak positions within effective range of 
^nc selected sector of track, and (a) the air space involved over the aroa. 
Results have boon satisfactory, and indications are that more use of coordinated 
striko type of flak suppression will bo utilized as tho situation dictates* 

The ostablishnont of tho Air Nivigation Office, located at ComFalrJAi', 
Atsugi, has greatly aided in natters of supply* It is rcccTomended that Air 
intolligonco personnel, upon arrival in tho fomard area, become personally 
acquainted with this facility and tho services it affbrds. 

C* Oonbat InforBation Cnnt^Ti 
(l) fiadara: 



During this period all ratte-rs oporatod normlly and wore available 





(2) ^r^nri^in4ft>itionai 

Coramunlcntions woro gonGrally satisfactory and nngo on FA.D nots 
ixcolXont, Thoro is Btill a considerable anount of cross-talk on the AN/iRCs 
in CIO and also on primary and sooondary tactical and 01 prinaiy* It has boon 
obsorvod that upon joining tho Task Forco for tho first tino or rejoining from 
;>irt all ships, including this ono, have oonsidorablo comunications trouble 
' hich rosulta In a gononil delay In passing of Infomation vAion spood in nost 
.Important* This occurs in apito of In-port prcwontetion mintonanco, 

(3} Pl.'^ g p^r^mtlonsl 

CIC fUnotionod as Flag CIC for Task Force 77 during this period. 

d^ nnnTMini cntinnal 

Rp.dib comcnmications continued to bo satisfactory in the tnain. As in 
procoding periods, the volutie of traffics taxed the capacity of available person- 
nel and oquipmont, H total of 22,847 nossagea wore handled in Hadio I during 
tho period 5 March through 1 April, of rfiich" 3,838 woro transmitted and 19,009 
wore rocoivod. Kunorous frequency shifts vera required dally, a total of 280 
for tho period boing aocoopli^cd by Radio II and 339 by Radio III. 

■" Tho Tjcar and tear on equipment from constant usage is beginning to bo 
cmiiff-stod in ooro frcquont broaicdoms and failuros of oquipnont. In-port 
periods permit only tho accomplishniraat of oBcrgonoy rqpairs and r<^lacomdnts of 
Tjom-out olomoits* 

The problcn created by tho shorbago "of qualified pcrsonnol rcraains oritica 
and xTill bo intensified by additional losses during tho next trro nonths. Non- 
rat nd ncn arc shelving constant and satiefactory iisprovcnont. However, it v.lll 
bo inpoasiblo for them to obtain sufficient training and oxporionoo to bocomo 
qualified natch standors to rcplaeG losses of ratod porsonnol as ttioy occur, 

Tho following roconnondations arc oade in Hio interest of ir5)rovring 
oommnications and adapting nossago traffic to the limitations of porsoimol 
and oquipmcot, 

(1) Sending speed of Badio Guam oh tho G^RGS FOX should be slowed to \ 
-G vjerds per ninuto. Strikers are unable to copy FOI schedules at the present > 
speed \*ich varies from 22 to 28 wrds per minute, but they can qualify yory 
quicacly to copy the rocommondod speed. At present many operators m smaller 
ships are unable to copy at the existing rato of sending and request nixnorous 
retransmissions or repetitions from this ship and other larger ships, ^ 

(2) Division of long daily summary reports into several short messages 
sent at intervals would increased accuracy, security and speed. If this-aothod 
o£ handling is not feasible, such long reports should bo broken into parts, oach 
rf which parts should be sent as a separate message. The dai^y OP-SUM onciyptod 
and transmitted by tho comnunicatlons. or^^anization of this ship as flagship 

for CTF 77 has to bo ro- encrypted or retransmitted in full or in part an average 
of 5 or 6 tloos daily as a result of request for services rocoivod from 
addrosseos* 

(3) CTF 77 should bo assigned a RVTT circuit vdth Radio Guam. All ships 



0* Photo Intnrprrfeitinni 



o 5? P'*^°®°s of aerial photography flom during tho opePiting period wore 

for u; flak studios, k2) damgo aasesaoont, (3J target search, and (i) call 
ishotography* 

Tho production of flak studios or '♦TouraidB" continuc5d during this poriod- 
-ho propamtion of a route flak study nccossitatos scwonl runs along tho routo 
■-t a profemblo scale of 1/5000 to 1/6000. Tho nunbor of runs required vary i.-itJ 
:no routo under study, tJcnonlly, routes with hoavy flak uill require throe 
runs, while Uto runs aro adoquato for routos of light flak. X snail &calo strip 
along tho route has provon to bo necessary in the preparation of mosaic for 
flak studios. This is due to difforenco in scale of the parallel Urge scale 
strips and the scaetinos lack of necessary side lap, 

GoVeiagG at least onoo a v.'ook along the heavy flak routes in oonsidorod 

the ninimun necessary to mintain flak studios up-to-date, Recwt studios aro ' 
nocoBsary T^hencvor flak suppression strikes are planned* 

Most 37ntt A/W positions are in two or four-gun positions strategically 
locatod for conmandlng fire over the target arcn. The pattern of the gun 
arrangonoftt is govornod by terrain and insofar as possible Tjtll be in a box or 
diamond arrangoDont. Pour gun posltiona liwari^ibljr show a director position, 

largo nunbars of empty positions for A/7 guns aro present. There is 
little difficulty in doternining that an position is empty but careful study 
is nocQssary to locate now V- positions when oanouflago is pmcticcd. Track 
activity and difficulty In adequately hiding an gun should nade location of 
n.11 such guns possible, 

location of active light AA positions present tiio greatest problca. Other 
Chan noting the gun in a position, trade activity is most inportant in indicating 
that tho position is active, 

More thorough training in flak identification is reconnondod for all phot,-, 
interpreters prior to assignment to this theater. 

Increasing attention has been given to target search. The use of civilian 
r,nd damage shop and feotoiy type buildings for nilifeiiy purposes is most ofton 
indicated by track activity, Incrtnsing attention should be given to txrick 
activity indicative of a nilitaiy target. 

The P9S'-2P is rostrictrd to tho K-17 canora carrying a mxinun cone of 
12' . This noccssitatos the pilot flying at low altitudes to obtain necossaiy 
Goverago adequate for flak interpretation. The loss of one F9F-2it' and photo 
pilot during this operation period occurred on sudi a mission. Prior to the 
assignment of tho F2H (Banshee) for photo roconnaissanco work, it is strongly 
reoommondod that an nodification of the F9F-2i' bo carried out to onablo tho 
plane to carsy canoras of greater focal length, reducing the necessity of the 
pianos flying at lower altitudes vdaore their vulnerability to iL\ fire is ciuch 
§r(2iter. In addition a view finder, such as ras provided the F6P-5' in T/orld 
l^r II, should bo provided tho Althou*^ newer models of photogmphio 

VF configurations will carry canoms of greater focal leangth and bo ocuiDDod 




Vigorous tmining progmm. ^ery effort sno ^^^^ first 

&s type o^^^J^f thS'^ou^ (Se ahip^s third) difficulty 



^SSleneod Jii acqidring 3«t targets, 

X,^ U firtog exercises were conducted f f^/^^nfjf ^^aloS 
On 3 MarS 'l9^ fixing --f ^^^^.K'S^f ^?h^^^^ results. On 2 April 
-^^inst a towd 8led«;e ""^^^^^e ^f.^L ^ t^^^r inch and ^Otan batterios against 
lf52 firing exercisea Jg^|°^f ^^^JJh Scellont results. Three out of 
a towod slod^re ^i'J^J!^^ Sts^ acored on tw other runs, 
eight slesres were destroyed, ni-os were 

mounts. The radar eots In the radar "^'^ . me damaged. All oleo- 

this location «at «5>?°*.°J' i^S^ton tte present equipmait, thereby resulting 

SSra'bisrd^r- rS-- - " 

correBpondcnco. 

^ 4. brttwaan ammunition ship and carri33>-a 

The third replenishm^t station betwo^ amn^ ^^^^ 74-vjas used 

vdre bl^line from H cargo J"^^ S!^/^ Jrengthened at the carjder 

- ;trcess^U^ durin? ^^^^f t!S\fgl S hSvy £doyes inboard in tho 

r^nd by rigging a five point ^fif ° Sr Sghline padoyeB, and one leg to a deck 
hangar overbad, J^f *° ^^^if^g L^e for 2000 pounds loads, ^^e most 

srs;^?tiaVs«^^^ " 

loading rate. 

In addition to the Officer of the ^.-^-^^^^ridgf ^^t/v^o a^ as 
ship has used a third officer as part of ^ t delivoi^ of all in- 

COMIUNiaiTOR, iVmong his duties are* U^P^^ '^^rT^'^:ill 
^.nminc TBS traffic as received on V^^V^^^^ (?) translation of aU general 
Tr^aLtSn and transmission of outgxng sig^^^^^ U^t^^ns^ -^\^^ril 
?n?tactical signals roce vod, U ^^^J^f tactical publications, voice call 




D, Ail' Group I 

The ship oonours with the commGnts contained in enclosare (X) in their 
ontlrety, 

2« During the first tw weeks of opentione light vdnds prevailed throughout 
the period. This necessitated considerable high speed running and mneuvering 
of the T-^dc ibrce* CTTF 77 sent to TF 77 the following messago) 

"THIS PAST Tiro P'SRIOD OF OPm\TIONS H.IS Bmi AN naCCEUENT ONK. 
I0¥ HENDS DURING AIMOST THS BNTIRK PTCRIOD IOR015D MUCH Hlffl SPISSD HJNNIKG TH3KS 
ins A C50MMT5imBLS lAGK OF STEMMING aiSQAUIES. REt'LEKISHMW OPmUIONS V/BRS 
smRTIZ CONDOCTT^D. TH^ R'^SJIS: OF AIR OPSHATIOHS IN TERMS OF OlMAGB 10 TH.S WnSZ 
RmCHKD HIC21S. SEIHEICE GOMPIRE SDCCB3SFULK OOHTKtHJTSD TO THIS TOIJU WU> 
Wm TO 

Distrlbtition Ust 
CNO (2 advance) 
CINCS>ACF£T ( 5 advance) 
OOMAIRPAC (10 adwince) 
COMFAIRAUMm 
OINCPAGFIir mHJATION GROUP 
COKSWlSKTHFIff (l achrance) 
CTF 77 (2 adyancs) 
COMGAHDIV ONS 
GOMCIRDIV THRSS 
USS ISSSlia (OV-9) 
USS BON HOMMI? RICHARD (CT-31) 
USS ANTimW (OT-36) 
USS PHILIPPINS S^l 
USS PRINCETON (CSr-37) 
USS B02SR (OT-21) 
USS KmRSARGK (CV-33) 
CVG 2 
OTG 5 
C?G 11 
CTG 15 
CVG 19 
CVG 101 
C7G 102 
ATQ 1 

NAVAL TZi^R GOUliGB (2) 

GOMFAIEJAP 

OOMSESPAG 
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DECLASSIFIED 

From* Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALI^ FORGE (CV-45) '^^^''l^riSD aIIao^^'^ 
Toi Chief of Maval Opeiationc <Op.55) ^ OP^9B9ZG 

"i/'la» (l) ConMnander Carrier Division FIVE 

(2) Commander Tadt- Force SESTEHTY SS/SN 

(3) Commander 5IVENTH Fleet 

(4.) Coranander Naval Forces, FAR Sa,ST 

(5) Commander-in-Chief, 0,.S, Pacific Fleet 

Subj x Action I^>ort for the period Li April thru 16 Hay 1952 

Rafi (a) OPNAV Instruction 3480,5 dated 1 July 1951 

Enclj (1) Commander, GATG ONE conf Itr ser 08 of 19 May 1952 ^i^f 

1, In accordance ydth reference (a), the Action Report for the period of 
14 April through 16 May 1952 is hereby submitted* 



PART I 

GOMPOSITION OF Dim FDR033 AND MISSION 

In compliance mth CTF 77 confidential dispatch 280236Z of March 1952, 
the USS VAIISr FORGE (OT-45) , GIPTAIK OSGIR PBDERSON commanding, ydth 
ComCarDiv FIVE (RSlR AtMIRAL F. W. MC MAHON) embariced departed YokoRika, 
Japan for the operating area on I4. April 1952» 

On 16 April 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE (C/-45) joined Task Force 77 close 
to the 3&th Parallel on the east coast of Korea. The Task Force ms commandGr'' 
by RSIR AEUIRAL A, SOUCSK, ComG^rDiv aboard the IJSS PHIIJH>IN5 SS!l 

(CV-4.7) and operating under Task Force 77 Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) 
dated 6 December 1951* It was composed of USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47), USS 
VALLSy FORGE (OV-45), USS M4NCBESTBR (CL-83), USS BOm (OT-21), and various 
DD^s of the screen* 

On 23 April 1952, RSiB AMIRAL F. W. MC MAHON, USN Tjas relieved as 
ComCarDiv FIVE and Oommander, Ta^ ?orco SWmn SSfM by AEUIRAL 
JOHN PERKY, USH. 

On 14 May 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-^j) departed Task Force 77 in 
aeoordance with CTF 77 confidential dispatch 1223502 of May 1952 and arrived 
in Yokosuka, Japan 16 May 1952 for a period of maintenance and upkeep. 

The mission of Task Force 77 nas In accordance with CTF 77 OpOrd No. 22-51 
(2nd Revision). 

Commander Carrier Air Task Group ONE is GDR C. H, OR&BILL, Jr., U3N. 
See enclosure (l) for the on-board count of pilots and aircraft at the 
beginning of fll^t operations on I4 April 1952. 



t5A 01< TT 



4,-16- 521 Joined. W Force 77. Completed air group reftedxer training* 

rmJrrf^'T^ m^??"?*®^ ''P'"^^* ^f"" operations. The aircraft of GDR C» H, 
OaiBJIi, Jr., (34TG-1 was hit by U causing hl« to ditch his AD off the 
coast near Songjin. CDR X5aiBm,-«iB recoirared ia good oonditioa by an 

4fl&"52J Conducted combat air operations* 

4rl9-52» Conducted combat air operations. 

4.-20-52» Conducted combat air operations. Iff J, C, TSDRKMAN, 7F 19/ 
, .f^^""^ ^ ^"ire near fensan* A fire in the 

cockpit forced him to bail out. His parachute did not open. Iff TOIBaiAN 
is listed as killed in action, 

4^21-521 Replenished at sea, 

4^22-52: Conductod combat air operations* 

4?'2>52: Conducted combat air opemtions, ICDR D. E. BBUBiKER, VF 19/. 
received minor head injuries ;*on a bullet penetrated his cockpit, grazing ' 
missio^ ^ medical treatment r^tuS^m 

4-24-52* Conducted combat air operations. 

4-25- 52j Roplaniahod at ssja, 

4r26-52J Gonductad combat air operations. IT G. N. WILSON, VF 653. lost 
control of his F^J on take-off and crashed at sea. The pilot ms recoyered 
in ^od condition, 

;4-27-52» Conducted combat air operations. Iff ff. C. SHSPARJ5, VC 35 
ditched his ^J-^f^. in Wonsan Harbor after being struck by AA firo. The 'pilot 
and crewman, lOVEII., S. F., AD3, «Bre. nccwdKd in «>od «naitl«n ^ 



roeovdred in good condition, 
4f*28-52t Conducted combat air operations, 
4-29-^: Conducted combat air operations, 

4- 30-521 Sepleui(^ed at sea. 

^■l-52t Conducted combat air operations, 

5- 2- 52j Conducted combat air operations. Iff J, 2. Ga.RI«3S, VF 52 
crashed near the Choshin Reservoir having been hit by small arms fire,' The 

iMiR ditched their planes at sea, IffJG PARR and Iff JG IfilR ^^re recovered in 
roRGE°(OT^4.^'' ^ ^ ^ ^"'^ helicopter from USS VALLEff 

^>-52s Replenished at sea In the morning. Conducted combat air 
operations in the afteraoon, 

5-4-52* Conducted combat air operations. 




5-9^ 5St Conducted combat air oparsitions* 
5-10- 52» Conducted combat air oparations, 
5*11- 52i Koplenlshed at sea* 



5-12- 52j Conducted combat air oporations. MS R, G. BUSH, VP 653, ro" 
caivod a small ams bullet in the cockpit irfiich startdd a flash fire. 3KS 
iiUSH. rocoivod second degreo bums about the face, hovieyer, tbo fire soon 
Dxtinguished itself and WS fiDSH retunied aboard KLthout fttrthor incident, 

5-l>528 Conductod combat air operations. Iff J. D. ^NKO, VF 653 ro- 
coived a direct hit by 37mm fire just north of Munchon, His plane orarfied 
and burned. £T SIIHKO is listed as killed in action* 



5*lVSi3x Beplenisfaed at sea, 

5-15- 52i Departed Task Force 77. Bnrouta to Yokosuka, Japan for 
maintenance and upkeep, 

16-521 Arrived in Yokosuka, Ja^nn, 

PEBrofatmCE of ORDMflJlCB llATTgp Tf^y^ .^Mp B QPIPKan' 
A. Ammunition E^q^endndt 
See enclosure (l), 

PAHT 17 

Ba.TTLB DUiAGB 

On 7 Msiy 1952, vAiile alongside USS FIREUR&ES (AB-U) for reanningy the 

folloTjing (femage ms Incurred \-Aien U33 KCREDRiKK lost all electrical poiser, - 
cuasing her to sheer out of control to port striking the VAliiSr KJRGB, 

a. A hole vas torn in the hull plating betv/een main dock and 01 deck 
levels, frames 3>37 starboard. The forocastlo decdc in the same area ms 
torn and bucicled, and frames wre slightly vjaiped as far doran as the first 
platform dock, Tho hols his been temporally patched by ship's force, and it 
is expected that permanent repairs vri.ll be acoon^liahed prior to return to 
the states* 



b. Starboard accommodation ladder and platfom were buckled. This 
damage has been repaired by ship's force, 

c. The loading platform at the fonsard replenishment station \Tas buckled 
and the suj^rting brackets were tiaieted and bent. This damage has been re- 
paired by ^^lip's force. 



B. IkmAge to kXrr.i^rf.x 




^ DKLASSIFIED 



Personnel performance contix^ed to be e«ellent. 



a f |Sc\oSij\o^Tot!^^^^^^ of personnel avenged 

tempoi^ry additional duty and 10 a W S^.! ^^^""K"^^ IS men absent on 
shortages v«jre somenbat allwlatof L^,*. P^^^^^ offLo- 

a^anoe^ents f.. P03 to .0,Xl\t at^^^^r^^-^^- ^^^77^ 

^^l^^^^^^^^ criti«.l ^bortagee' 

vigorous twining piognim, rf^ich^e^ed ?hf J^^^^^^^^^g ^tiags. The 
of a*.anco.ents, conti^uoi «nabatn.rtt^'gSt.t^(rSr^^^ 



a. Although Air Task Group ONE continn^^ + 
combat record, some evidence of x^lT^rj J" ^ augment ita distinguidied 
on the lino die to the i^u^e Vo^^LS'^^^^^ ^^^^"^ thlfjol^od 
operating days since the ship's aS^ JS .S V^^ substantital aiabor of 

set pilot ax>ases in combat. The avoLee n^S. 4> Pi^*^ *o off- 

this period ms 95, ;iiich freauentl^^fl? ? P^^*^ available during 
^ach ope^ting day and VS'Ss?s tS ml.^Jt *° W Lea 

pilot tjere necessary. Once the Sw missions per opemting day por 

orops and 1.2 for jeis thraa7of ^m^Sf J^""^ ^^Ps ^eloi? 1,5 fo? 

some of the pilots be^gi^ldfdfoi^ff^ ^^""^^ ''^^'^^^^ evident, a J 
.^o^aindor to fO. theSEy^:?^?LS."r«^ 

-poXl^r^etfvoS!^ itSf n:t:S ^ a^o^Ucal.^ as soon as^ca^lt^^ 
quested delayed ho^^^Z^T^i^J^l'^'^'^^^ ^^^^^ beSg^''^ 
jent pool pilots receive required i™?. ff* recommanded that Replace- 

deployment, and ttet they^ve^feirSso^^r^^^ ^^^t^ 
transfer vjhen inquired/ It if??!^^'^ adjusted in order to pei- 
ability of establishing a rSe^ent f ^O'^'^ended that the pmctit^ 

(1) S«eU,«t ^1 3Mvlce contributed aubrtantlaH,. 

to^SJlf^" In April, $1^00 «rth of «terf.ls 




.TION 



(6) The Air Intellig^tce Office contiaued affociiv^ ttse^-i^^-SBS 
ciiroQit to present animmaries of each day* a coi^t ai^tivities,- 

(7) A "Happy Hourr" bald on the wo of a raid-tottr replen'isjtoent vbl^ 
high3jf successful* The Navjr Baliof abeiety driv* -sias 

impetus l^y this lcick*o^f, 

(8) The tiaad parforBed at the in-port show and at the ''Happy Hour",- 
On replenirfmieat cfetysj the feand's p^srf^naahees from the han|^kjr de^ vm^: 
onthasiaatioalJy received, both by ?AI£3X FOWJE per^nnel aftd by 
alongside* An orchesfcia made up fjoB the band played once a treek daz-ing the 
avaniag meal in the lartoooni, the WQ Mess and the -First Caass Petty Of£icer'-^ 
Mess. 

Religious aetivlties mm nu&erous, «aid they mrs well supported, 
Protestant, Oatho'lic, !i»d fetter- Bay S&Jnts g^ivice^a ^^^pq Sstaias^s, 
There visr© tfeily Boman Catholic iass and Rosajjy sSrififteSj aad orftysr 
ever the BAG circuit by the PTOtestant Ohapiain, 

Three mamorSal aewices vjore hela fbr pifeta 1^. li^re lest aurlng tMs 
period* 

The daily mimeographed news sheet, ms, suppleniehted ^ & ^>Sm^ Supplem%#« 
consisting of shipboard feature nevs. This $i^l^iie»t is saifeMe fbi- Sethis 
book use or for sending home* " ^ 

Bus tours arranged for the 3a at period in poirt Tsore sU6cessfta*. &fe eSPblirfe 
Tri-lX be wade to conduct these again, adding ti^a around To^o. 

The number of resowations for officer and enlisted rest hotots ms 
curtailed because of release of hotels to Japa,nese oanors. Only Air Groim 
pilots and loss than three percent of all enllstafa ^rse^l on board «m 
be able to en^ey rest hotel faciJlties far the next ia-poit period. 

D. Public IftfbrBfttinB Qf^<r,H* 

The PubUe Information Omce covartsd, hoao-toTsin mm releases, amrds 
presented to personnel of the embaxlced Air ^oup, adffanc«neat in »iiag of 
enlisted persormol attached to the shipj and, in n©ws releases, piotui^s, 

S ^PPy '^^ '^^ jeuraaUsts to assist 

the omcer assigned oollateial duty as PIO coHtlnues to prwent full news 
coverage of shipboard ewetnts, 

F, Caffliftltjflwt 

II John Charles ?»i?KMAN, 433757/1315, USHS, VP 19ii. On 20 Ipril 19 52 
while flying an AD, purpose iTl, cause TARE, bailed out of his burning piJne 

ii« . 1^*°^ parachute to open. His body tjas recovered by 

the USS ST. PAUL (GA.73). U TOBKMAK xns reported killed in actSnT 

jr John Zaphyr aiRBOS, 424278/1310, VStl, VF 52. On 2 May 1952, Tjhile fljrinr 
a F9F-2, purpose iTl, cause TAHE, ms hit by AA fire and crashed into a hilltop " 
JJ™^"^"^ ^ strafing attack. The plane eaploded and burned on inipact. Iff 
GARE03 ms reported killed ia aobion. 



Jho air flo^ ms divided bot^a the iiorfcfewester3y coxAlaental sbaar a&d iho 
southwesterly maritiiae polar. 

b. Air ^nt033L1mi^« 

^4 eoncfcimed as -Qie ptfWj- iitis<(i<jn* Aasiaied target 

?^he'3i°!r^^^ tf^"^ eastern mil Bjrsian. I^ttlo chan^ Ss ol^soSod 
H^i»L^5^ ^® ^^"^ defended mil linos bot^seon 

S^S^^f ?J? T; Pfa«««^t -^f ^se positions hoi^or, aro in constant 
S '''''' analysis. Tha anomy'e tactics of shifting 

^ ^^^^ «P in^JOptanco of Qo«stant photo 

euivoillanco for flak etudLes if this ^etion ofmils is to remain I^T 
^ ? ''^ machino guji positions and saaU ams fire has 

increased along tho rail lines, particularly north of Baling, 

C« GgBtbat XnfoTnatlnn Cft>i<^r 

Failures of gears in both the SP&-6B ^nd SX ladars resulted in outaea« 

and not oairisd aboard this ship. Restoration of soivico m& delayed ufttii 
theso parts wre Biaaufactu«d in the ship's ma<*ino shop. The loss of tfeafie 
radars «as not concurrent, but failure of a tube in the SPS^6B ytaXe the 
tn ^P®^'*^''® ^es of both for a short ttoping 

lack of spare sealed mereuiy reJays for the drivo unit of the ffcrk V 

'J^\S*^^^*f "^^^^^ paaetog the isiit in an emergen^ use status, ihero- 
■.ore the seS^tS set nas used almost exeXu^va^. 

ftweau of ahjps has achrised titeii no additional Matfe V parts will bo 
procured nheft present stocks are eshausfced. 

Unusual propagation ms observGd frequently during this period- In 
?^ThJi?t'^-?'' "-i??^ iBpc^sible to pick up air targets beyond twenty krT 
to thirty nales ishile surface contacts wre tmckod at ranges up to ninety 
miles and land retum out to tm hundred and ten miles. On one occasion there 
^s an unusual presentation throu^ 360° at an average range of t^^nty miles 
extending out to twenty five to thirty miles. It rofLblof tSo rS pJesontod 
by weather and foimed an irregular ring, romainiiig on tho scope for sevoml 
nours. It ma not beHeved to be jamming or interference from other radars. 
Photographs >.TOre made at various intervale for ftituro reference and study. 

Goanmnications during this period wre aatlsfactoiy, 

CIC again operated as Force CIC during this period, 

d. Cnmm»»i'T>t3r'niiff 




.0 --^^-nx»ct.?^rsisje«;-:! 

the opo4Sg'pariof ^fho*X?\" reconnaissance missions v^ra flotm durine 
routes i^noL ^ photography flom for flak anal3rm.a alnner 

pholo^S^' assessment, route suxvoUianco. target ^.T^LS^"^ 

this perlod!^r?Sh1;i:^L°f intexjretation worfc procjuced during 
and sLt out by ^^.t^ l^X n^ll^^^^^^^ photcgmphic colex^g. 

"Touraids" wore p^ducodj the latest mmW ^n f Z"" ^^'^ <^^only cal3cd 

any period on thS 1^9/ This r^Sson?r?^o '^^^^^^^^'^ ^y a carrier during 
booklets requiring 7300 sAo r^l^T/ft^ production of approximtej^ 160) 
amount of time required of the Stfi^? ! • ^ ^^Sost 

preparod'oVwon^'aM '^V^ ^^l^' ^^^'f J^^^* 

for distribution SiUoStoSotsL^x^rl?^ "^^^ ^ ^^^^i^y 

reproduced and given distributing^ overlajrs vbto prepared. 

Intelligence Office!? Continued seivices «ere rendeitjd to the Al^ 

nilitary'J^sS^S^o^f "^l.^'^J'Stt''''' ^^''^'^ <^°t-«tion of enen^y 
ention/ A defiSto ?ncroJSln S^tfJ^^^t ^ ^^"^^ "^^^^^ ^^^^^fi- 
positions ^s noted particuLrVS^Lfdf to'kTS'^f ^---^^^^ 
Planted about the jzun rarafrntS .t^ re girds to 37inm positions. Brush ms 

effort to blLd thf^oSI^Jnl^^ b^fS'^''^''*^ ''ff^ *° ^^-^ the gun in an 
the bru^ is uLaSy'^rJhe s^e SLtnd^'^f'' vegetation. Ho.^er, 
yhich differos fi^m the suL^ding^ref S S'f I^ttoJn .. 

Isticaily composod of t™ or foS L^s th^ ilT oharactor- - 

boon destroyed. While tho effort fTtor^^J f '^'^f^ ''"'"^^ a gun has 

:>iins, the terrain ind target in ^i^'^'^^d arrangement of 

road having been coalt^ucted t the ^""^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

the ^3 .ro ^ed into Ji^ol^l^l^^^^^^^ 

■^^mZ%lATo'rt^'^^^^ particu^r bridge/^"^ 

target area but necessSSy aeanSra r^uctJnn '^'^ of guns to p«,tocfe the 
prompt location of suS additSS^? LJf °J elso^riiere. Obviously, 

to safety and p2annSg of ^^Ji^:,.^ °' importan^^ 

location of raachinG eun Doaltion« ■? » m,,^v. . - . . 
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3« The foUoTTing dispatch ms received from CTF 77 on 13 May 1952* 

*PODfiYS IOC0M0TI7S BDUMIOT I^IS A FITTING GimX TO THE 5IN3 ^'aSJOmNGS 
nilSE BORGB AND AIH TASl GaOUP OMHl HiVS BSESH SCiGlBG EHIH IWREHG TH3 THRSS 
WjIISKS X HAVE BSSI ABQ&BD Z ItSU. HISS'S Z FSRBI", 




CopiGS tot 

CNO (2 advance) 

CINCPAOFia: (2 advance) 

CBTCPiOFIIF mHJATIOK GBOUP (l) 

G0BmVF3 (l advance) 

COMMAVFE WAIUATION GROUP (l) ' 

GOMSS^SHTHFia: (l advance) 

GTF 77 (l advance) 

COmiHPAG (5) 

CXjM33H5^PAC (l) 

GOMFAIRA.UMEm (l) 

OOMFAIRJAPAN (l) 

NAV\L THR C0LI3GE (l) 

OOMCilRDIV 0K3 (l) 

COMCARDIV THRIjS (l) 

OOMaiRDIV flV3 (l) 

CO, FAIRBSTUPAC (2) 

00, U3S SSSBaC (CT-9)(l) 

00, USS BOII HOMMK KL CHiRD (OT-3l)(l) 

X, US3 iOTISTAia (OT-36)(l) 

GO, USS PHIUPPDra SS-i {CT-4.7)(l) 

00, USS PRINCmK (CV-37)(l) 

00, U3S BOXER (Cir-2l)(l) 

GO, USS K31HS1RGE (OT-33)(l) 

CTG 2 

CiTG 5 

OfG 11 

CTG 15 

C7G 19 

WG 101 

07 G 102 

ATG 1 

ATG 2 

VC 3 

VC 11 

VO 35 

VC 61 



U.S.S* VAUEir fDBGB (GT-i^^ 
Care of ^eet Post Office 
Sail Ptancisco, Callftemia W^5/A9-4 

IB June 19S2 

imSllfiifl DECLASSiFiED 

i'rorat Go TOandiag Officer, U.S.S, VAUMC fOBGE **A^SI?K51Sol?J^'*' 
To» Chief of Naval Opexations (Op- 55) ^ QF43I9&9£U 

(1) Coroaandet Carrier Divl^oa EWS 
^S^tf^a) CoBunander Ta* Force SSfBItK $mM 

T3) Coianftnder dS/SSTH Fleet 

(a) GcHnnancter Haval Forces, RLE %iS7 

{ 5) Ck)iiuBaiMter>i&<<ailef y U«S. Pacific Fleet 

Subji Action Report for the period 24 J^y thru 13 June 19 $2 

Refi (a> OPSAV lastruetioR 5 of 1 Jttly 1951 

Shell ( 1) Gom&ndiset, 4^0 QHS conf Itr ser 08 of 17 Jime p,flr 

1« In aooordanee with reference (a), the A^ioa Keport for the period of 
24 May thrott«i^ 13 Jtne 19^ is herelyr oiteittedi 

m I 

OOMPOaiTIQti Qg OTO EQBCa^ AHD UlaglfM 

In conqpliance with CTF 77 conf dispatch 2102222 of Hay 1952, the USS 
*/.lLLEI FORGE (C?-45), Captain OSCilR PEDSRaON, oouiinanding, with ComCarDiv 
jOTE, Rear Admiral SOm PERHX , embarked departed Yokoai&a, Japan for th© 
operating area on 24 %y 1952» On 26 May 1952 the USS VAliSy FORGE (CV-45) 
}oine& Task Foroe 77 close to tb« 3dth Parallel on the east <soast of Korea, 

On 11 June 1952, the USa VAIXB3f FOROB ((3r«45) departed Task Foroe 77 in 
aocordance with (SF 77 conf dispatch 09IIOOS of June 1952 and arrived In 
Ifokosuka, Japan 13 June 1952 fbr a period of maintenance and upke^. 

The mission of Taak Force 77 nas in aceoirdance with GTF 77 OpOrd 
No, 22-51 (2nd Revision), 

Commander Air Task Group 0N3 is CDR C. H. CRAEIII,, JR., USN, See enclosure 
(1) for the on^hoard oount of pilots and aircraft at the beginning of flight 
operations on 24 May 1952, 

PART II 

CHaoNoioaicAL ordbr of a? bits 

^24r52} Departed Piedmont Pier, Fleet Activities, Yokosulsi, Japan, 
Undermy for the opexating area* 

5*25-52t lihroute to the operating arca^ Conducted reAiresher training 
of air groiq> pilots. Held damage control, CIC. guimery and communications 
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.mS litttn': '^''^■^P^*^ ^ ««■ operation/ l?lsZ^^ a1*° 

5-28-52: Replenished at sea. launched photo planes on a snaMoi 

tlonf Replenished at 8oa in the morning. Conducted combat air opem- 

ma saan to cz..h into the ^tor ne^r the la* Forcf!^x^'bol?tf^^red. 

o«n.n^»^]I^*Tu^°^'^''''*^\''°"'^* operations. Rescue operations were 

continued. The dowied helicopter crew veto nicked un ,«,?«5S * ^ ^ 

to the shin l« ^-p +;,^ ."^2:1 ^^^^ P'^'^^ up Uninjured and returned 

6-1- 52J Conducted combat air operations, 

6^2-521 Conducted combat air operations, 

6-3-521 Replenished at sea, 

6^4?* 52! Conducted combat air opontions, 

6-5*52* Conducted combat air operations, 

6-6-521 Conducted combat air operations* 

6-7-521 Replenished at sea, 

6-&-52S Conducted combat air operations. 

6^9-521 Conducted combat air opemtions, 

«^ ^10-52: Conducted combat air operations, ICBK C. CmAKD VF A« 

Japat^^"^' «qplenishod at sea. Departed Task Force 77 for Yokosuka, 

6- la- 52: Sirouted to Yokosuka, Japan, 
6-13-52: launched aircmft fnr t-r» net-fay ^'D^ 
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PABT IV 
BilTTia IMAGE 

A, Ekmage to Ship i 
None 

^> I^m?igG to Airemfti 
See Gnclosurc (l) 

Seo enclosure (l) 
D, Damage Inflicted on Bieimy ^ 
See enclosure (l) 

FART V 
F3R30HNSL 

A. Performance! 

Personnel performance continued to be excellent « 

During this operating period the on- board count of personnel averaged 
a satisfactory total of 1964* The total losses for various raisons wore 
26 and for this period there ware no gains. There were 21 men on temporary 
additional duty and 15 absent on emergen cy leave. The critical shortago of 
potty officers continues in the gunnery, oommunications and engineering latnr. 
A vigorous training program is being continued for training lovreivratod 
personnel to perform assignments of higher rates* This has enabled the shi;- 
to operate vathout loss of efficiency* 

As this is the last action report for the current doplo^niient, it is con- 
sidered appropriate to comment upon the effectiveness of the Air Task Group 
concept. An Air Tasfc Group is a carrier air group composed of trained 
squadrons equipped vdth specific aircraft to accomplish required operations 
in the theater to lahich deployed. Besides alioiaonce and t^es of assigned 
aircraft it also differs from the conventional air group in that the air 
group commander has a minimum administrative staff composed of collateral 
duty officers from the squadrons. This plus ship assistanco in administrative 
matters permits him to give maximum attention to operations. With this nevj 
typo of or^nization. Air Task Group ONE has operated in an outstandingly 
effective manner during the ship's present dcsployment. Prior to deployment 
the group did not train or operate as a group* This group showed that an 
Air Task Group can be organized on- short notice and deployed as an effective 
combat unit. The air group concept is considorod sound in that it provides 
carrier aviation vdth important additional flexibility v/hich must bo avail- 
able if Naval Aviation is to continue to progress. 
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With the ad/ent of TJarmer weather, the trond tovjard outdoor recreational 
activities showed a marked increase. The ship's hasetall team pLiyod teams 
from other units during the in-port period, and numerous inter- divisional 
Softball gomes were eoheduled. The physical tr:xining rooras ( Do contamination 
spaces) continued their high usage by officers and men* 

The Hobby Shop had its largest month in M.iy during which $1,4.60#00 vrorfcli 
of supplies were sold to hobbyists. The excellent response to hobbying 
.ictivities and the TJorthisiillG opportunities of vAolesorae recreation affordo,"! 
thereby point up the need for an assignment of adequate space to the Hobb"- 
shop ii*ich is presently housed in the Squadron Senrico Room (02 dock). ' 

On the ship's last night in port, members of the IHC Detacbmont from 
Ganip Yokohama presented a stage show on the hangar deck* The performanco tos 
much enjoyed by the ship's oon5)any. 

Movies continued to be offered every nigfab in a number of locations tjhilo 
undonny and on the hangar dock in port. The ship-origimtod radio programs 
were even more popular than before. With the acquisition of V-Disos, it ms 
possible to presait full half hour canned radio shows* 

Each day the intelligonoo summary over the MO briefly recapitulatod the 
activities of the Air Group, 

Tho band continued to play at replonishmaocb stations and the orchestral 
group performed in the CPO, First Caass Petty Officers* and mrdioom Mosses 
during the evening meil once a week* 

RelieLoas A otivltiea t 

The religious services mentioned in the last report wore continued during 
this cruise* Religlpus counsel, training, -uad services continued to enjoy 
the advantage of having two chaplains assi^ed to tho ship. 

The Roman Catholic Holy Ifeime Society sponsored a Mass and Communion 
3reakfa0t at the U, S. Naval Base, Yokosuka, on 22 May which ms a feast da" 
of that faith. Over 193 men attended tho servicss at which Bishop John Rocp 
officiated. The cooperation extended the ship by the base P, 0. Club vas rauc j 
appreciated and contributed to the success of the affeir, 

D, Public Infermtlon Offieai 

The work^of the officer assigned collateral duty as Public Information 
Officer continued as before. In order to provide even minimum coverage of 
newsiTorthy events, it became necessary to assign a rated man from another 
department to this work. His helpi\ilness therein, and the increasing amount 
of public information offico activity shows a^in the desimbility of having 
enlisted journalists assigned to the ship, A recommendation to ComraondGr Air 
PorcG, Pacific Fleet to this effect has been submitted*. 

c^sMqitAea* 



See endosure (l) 




net by oonctaitrated nnd repeated efforts directod against rails, ixjlling 
stock, marshalling yards, rail bridges and rail bjp-passes. The eastern 
rail system is connected to the western rail netvroik by the Samdong^Ni - 
Yongdok-KoTOn route* Tbe importance of the Ko\TOn connecting point had been 
established and soon became increasingly important to the enany as manifested 
by the increased activity in the Kovron marshalling yard and the intensity of 
anti-aircraft dofaiisos enoounterod. Continued attacks havo been made througl - 
out combat operations on the rail lines to the west, north, and south of 
KoTOU to effect the greatest possible intGrmption of this vital rail traff:*.- 
Tbe rail line from Hamhung South to Wonsan and the line running v/est and tsv- 
from Kowon to Yangdok became priority targets. In direct proportion to thr 
intensity of our attacks, the enemy countered by increasing the number of 
heavy caliber AA guns along these lines, constantly ro->positioning the em- 
placements for more effective defense* Addition of active machine gun 
emplacomaats havo Increasod and the percentage of hSLts suffered by our planes, 
particialarly props, attests to their grovang accuracy. The repair of 
damaged rail facilities is immediate and bears the stanp of .excellent 
organization and planning. Ties, mils, road bod material, r^.dy^built 
supporting sections of bridges, pro-cut piling, and cranes, located along the 
mil lines havo been much in evidence. Unless sectors of track and roadbeds 
are^oblitentcd, rail cuts, despite the number or location, are ropatfod 
during the night and it is unusual if the line is. not operational and in use 
before dayli^t. Severely damaged locomotives diaippoar to repair shops or 
tunnels or are dragged to graveyards where salvaged parts are utilized. There 
are approximately 4.5 damaged locomotives in a graveyard located in Gfaongjin 
and about 15 damaged locomotives in the marshalling yard and repair area in 
Wonsan, Spur lines arc being utilissed for repair of the main lines. Car- 
counting on various spur lines has indi<nted that approximately 400 gpod rail 
cars have been fed back in to main line operations. This has hem substanti- ' 
by photos tr±m t\jo months apart^ 

Recco assignment on the routes as presently designated have boon carried 
out to ^in information on supply and troop movanants. It is suggested 
that all recco routes be r^-eraluated to establish the active supply routes, 
A suitable photographic run of these routes inould Indicate targets such as 
bivouac areas, camouflage truck parking areas and refueling stations* 

Ib.ily analysis of flak consisting of caliber, range, intensity, type of 
control, location by coordinate and terrain and relationship of all probable 
and active positions isdthin radius of assigned target is mandatory as a basis 
for operational fli^t planning. Plights with elanonts of flak suppression 
have boon floTfli utilizing napalm, strafing, VT fuzed bombs and general 
purpose bombs on well defended targets -vxith satisfactory results. 

The photographic section his efficiently supported the squadron /ilO's, 
by making available photographs for all types of briefings through the 
aedluni of a con^leto photographic library* 

b. Communicttionsi 

Radio GO TiuTiuni cations continued to be satisfactory in the main. No now 
problems were encountered* A total of 13,312 messages wore handled in Radio 
1 during the period 26 May throu^ ID June, of lAidi 2,219 were transmitted 
and 11,093 v.'ere received. The total traffic handled in Badio I diring 



J3BCUEITY jsmmxim. 

tho TTest Coast all oomnunicatio*, *«iaipnGat should be thoroughly chGckod and 
ro-alignod. New modifications to oqmi*.-.* ^uij bo inooiporaWi durinff 
yard availability* ^ 

The problom croated by tho shortage of qualified personnol renainod 
critical. Strikers who wore required to replace rated men shoTTod constant 
and satisflactoiy ln5>rov«aont« A oontimious educational program has becai 
maintained in order to qualify no&rated persomel fbr mtch standing on 
circuits* 

As the shortage of qualified eloctronics personnel become laors acute 
during tho coming months, it is recommended that the Comnaaiic'^.tion Officer 
for tho Task 5brce Commander keep up-to-date records of communications 
personnel on board each carrier and other heavy ships present in the Task 
Force and assign guard assignjaents with careful consideration of the capa- 
bilities and limitations of personnel of individual ships. To the greatest 
extent practicable, the heavy ships .other than carriers should be required 
to boar a proportionate share of the guard on circuits other than Tisk Force 
Common frequencies. 

c. Photography: 

• During the current period, 26 May to 11 June 19^, the Photographic 
laboratory turned out the follovdngi 6,142 miscellaneous prints consisting 
of HJiat's, PI, I.D., Legal and Flight Dock Operations* Thcso ranged in size 
from l^xl" to 20"x24"; 2,040 damage assessment prints, 8"xl0"j and 303, 798 
Sonne prints for a total of 368,988 prints. 82,050 feet of 16mm motion 
pictfure film ms also processed during this period* 

Cameras and equipage of this carrier are among tho most valuable items 
on board, many caroeins costing up to $iW.OO, Cribs, lookers, and spaces 
are provided for much less costly items in other departments, but few 
provisions are ra,ade for stovang photographic equipment. It is rGCoromondod 
that ready lookore bo provided squadrons for film raaeazines, cameras and 
equipment that are in their custody. At present, althouch they sign custocl,/ . 
cards, the items involved must b© stowed in the photo lab vvhen not in use. 

Suitable lockers or spaces should bo provided in tho laboratory for tho 
proper stowage of ready film and printing paper to cut down on mstago eauso<l 
by chanical deterioration and destruction* 

It is recommended that the matte dryer be eliminated. Very little matte 
Tjork is done and this amount can be driod on tho glossy diyer^ 

The one big bottleneak ej^joriencod in the past dopJoymont period, in the 
photo lab, has been the drying of sonne prints. It is felt that tw? eonne 
dryers are a olniMam for required results. Also necessary are tin sonne 
priators. The current alloTjance list calls for only one* 

d. P^to Inte roretationi 

iV total of t\TGnty-nine photographic reconnaissance missions were floBBJ 
during the opemting period utilizing the P2H2 Ban shoe photo gi^iphic plane. 
Cameras used in the Banshee traro the K-17 with tho 6, 12 and 2^ inch conoss 
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SSCUajTY INPOmTION 

A number of missions were flowi using Snfta red film. The results iirere 
quite satlofectory and oontimed use is rooomracnded* 

X larger amount of photography ms devoted to target search especially 
in the build up area south of fonsan in the foothills west of Ason-Ni. Ono 
days photography alone disclosed well over 800 camouflaged barracks and 
storage buildings plus many caves and revetments. Consideiablo effort at 
camouflage has beon carried out by the enemy in concealing tarracik and storr.;; ■ 
buildings. Generally, the buildijigs are located in valleys off tho main ro-.fl 
and hidden onong tho trees. The buildings wiU often be revetted, sometimes 
covered Tilth earth or brush. JVery effort is m,ade to blend the tuildings 
in with the surrounding terrain. However, the lack of understory vegetation 
results in track activity vrhioh tends to make the overall area conspicious* 
A training program in idaitifi cation of camouflaged military areas and tof 
dividual buildings is reoonsnaided. 

Continued iTork on flak analysis ma carried out during the period result- 
ing in the production of six (6) fink studies or «Touraids", Considerable 
flak vas noted and received from pilot reports over the camouflaged military 
arois indicating the need for -Wiorou^ flak analysis on such targets. 



6, SumiiBirv of Entire Gruiset 

Operating data for the period fiom 11 Decanbor 1951 to 10 June 19528 

Missions assigned "7 >290 

Missions accomplished 7,113 

Percentage completed 97.5% 

Total days of air operations - — 95 days 

Average &iily hours flown 166.2 hours 

Sorties by type: 

P5F Photo F4U F4.U-91 AD AM AOT 

3m 296 1326 199 1418 237 266 

the above figures are based on combat missions. 

During the Knrean confUct to date the yAUEI FDRGE based aircraft have 
floi^n l^.m combat sorties. An interesting comparision between Is rlg Tz^Jr 
It^'^.y. T^.r.t Knra.n conflict is noted. R^rinR Worl^ Wa ii. II th| USS BSSfflC 
Air Groups a-^^nrlfid A.688 tona of bombs . a\TQ-l h>^s droT^nnd A.O^? tong Mid 
fired 1.7? ^ B?^? rounds of amnfan itlon ^urinp their present tour. 

Prom the period 3 July 195D to 13 June 1952, the VAIIEX JDHGB has completed 
20,853 laiidlngs. 

b. PHn+.np-^p] nv i.nd Phot p IptsT-pr station: 

Tho Photo Interpretation Unit aboard the VALLEY fORGE utilized space 
made available in tho Air Intelligaice Office, iibricing space ms restricted 
and filing apace vjas at a minimum. The unit began its ^-jork with one LGDK, 
Additional personnel wore assigned and during most of the operating period 

J rnr,v> ,^r^o T.T.Tr,. nno nnd onn AN- The P. I. unit vac 



SBiOBEITY BITORMiiTION 

The greatest work load in the proparation of route ^Ij^studies or 
"Touraidl"r The flhk ffbudiea roquirod the detailed ^^^^/f.*^'^ 000. 
large scale photo runs along a route ueually at a scale aLle 
reenea of Lsaics, usu^ly four to six, ^^^^P^^^^t^f ^if^J^^ta 
u J. I r<> 1/10 nnn +n 1/15.000 scale. Proper logeaads vrero placed on tna 

??S rto?^s^ of tho largo smle photos a.uld bo proporljr pl-vood on tho 
«n1S Sos by appropriate «m.bol». Ibo josaios E*??^'^ °f 

f^?^^t"S^l^.JLTL To^id stu^^^ tbo I.* Joroo aur ... 
the last throe months uoro produced the VAUBI roBGB. 

A considerable amount of time ms spent in target search. An targots 
locater^e SportS by dispatch and, ^«io»er possible, an annotatod mosaic 
aS?MDort wuS^bo distributed to the force. Damage assessment, route 
^w2nScS^lSd . flash intetpratation of caU photography ^s reported by 
dlspatdi* 

c. %ffi^iBnff''^^^°"°' 

That the mz Sdnshee photo plana be used fbr aerial reconnaissance 
purpoBOB on aU 0V-.9 typo oarriera. 

That the sboro-based photo interpretation unit bo rapidly established 
v/Lthirair^SeTdistancrof the opomting area to reduce in as much as 
SsSwe ^hfS imd on the carrie? photo Inb and i^*«P«^i5^^f r ^ 
S^ao Mordination botwen P. I. units in Korea, Japan and aboard ship is 
de^ed oasoDtial* 

A «t«pmm of ollot idmtiflcation from aerial photos of gun ^positions. 
«»oXS:m*l5^^arSr»d »»o of photogmpMo aid. bo oarriod cut prior 
to the arrival of a new squadron in the operating area. 

The ine^erionced ship«s photo interpreters bo sent to the forward area 
prior to t^arrival of the carrier for a period of Indocfbrinatlon. 

C, Mr D^r^^'fanentt 

SI ?"antag03 of stialgth. q"ldc action, 1^8?'°°" f * " 
mporior in wery roapaofc to tho tlo-dom roal and 21 thread lino. 

Tho locally dosignod shuttle used in plaoo ^0 "taf^o^ll. 

correspondence* 

... t:^,-^-. A^„i«*«« _ Th« Snr>rrv Ehcino Analyzer on board tns not 



TION 

the tank top and tho pressia'e gauge* A pot code Tns installed under each 
gauge to bleed off this entrapped air lahich gave an accurate reading of the 
tank top pressure* An overall improvement in the fueling sate ma noted and 
a rate in excess of 60^000 ^llona per hour ms realised «hen pumping into th 
outer tanks* 

d« ParaoHMflll 

The Air Dopartment complement as rooonnieRded in USS VA3XB7 FORGE letter 
serial 1353 dated 23 May 1952 has continued over the past 18 months to prov ^ 
the most effective and efficient oooplemait for a GV-9 class carrior. Whil(^ 
this complement effioiently supports 90 to IDO sorties per day plus short 
periods of high tanpo operationsy it is not adequate for extended "around t; 
clodk" opersLtions* 

^« Dsntal DanftrfcnifiBtt 

The Dental Department rendered outstanding service to the ship's company 
during the entire tour. Major equipment is adequate and in fair condition, 
and no critical shortage in supplies exist* 

The need for a prosthetic unit on all ship's of this class has been 
recognised, and recommended the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, The 
outstanding coopentian of the prosthetic clinic in Xokosuka Naval Hospital 
provided means of mastication for all our edentulous patients* 

S* Supply Demrtma[iti 

a. gumaarv Dat^i 

(l) Aviation spare parts and materialt 

Number of individual requests from squadrons per month - - 1582 
Number of such requests filled ftorn stock on board per 



month ----«-«-------•--_-_-.-- X472 

Number of such requests passed to .other sources supply* 
AHo'v'jance list items - - — .-.25 

Non-allomnce list itooe •.------•---------84 ' 

% efficiency, over-all - - - 93,1$ 

% efficiency for allomnoe list items 98*3^ 
Major con^onents issued during operating poriodi 
Engines - - - - - - ,- -32 

HBngs - -- -- -- -- -- - - »i7 

Propellers - - - -- -- -- -- ---------- - -25 

( 2) General Storea and non-aviation repair partes 

Individual issues per month - -- -- -«----«--.- 165D 

Monthly avenge of Items received aboard from all sources* 

General atorea 950 

Ship's repair parts - -«.-«---------«--•- 200 

Sleet roni OS parts - 150 



(3) Commissaryi 



Receipts at sea 



647 tons 
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Braluatioa of^ area sources of supply and related tranfiporfcation meUiods 
ma InoLuded Inieply to Coin&li^c*8 9^1y dapport Qaeatlonttaix>e this 
ship* 

Photogmphlc supplies represented a recurring aouree of trouble in a 
sensitive area of operations* This ahip*s itoaized reoommendatlon regarding 
six months* requirenonts of i^tographic euppHes for a 07 flagship operating 
in the Korean aoblon has baen fbmarded to Gom/kixFac« 

a« Air , ll^l'^aai 

Air Defense drills *Tfciming ^5age^nta'' were conducted by the task force 
frsquentljr during the period 12 December 1923. to 11 June 1952* Records -sere 
kept of acquisition results and are available for IZA aepar9.te mids vip to 2 
June 19 52. These raids break dowi into 90 jet raids and 34 prop raids* Tabs 
(1) and (2) present the remilts obtained by the BQc 37 directors in graphic 
fozm* Records -nere also kept for the Ilk 56, Uk 63 and Vk 51 directors^ but 
iinoontrolled ffeotors, su<di blanking on certain bearings liihicfa precluded 
attaoi!pt8 at aoquisitlon until minimum remge had been reached, loake the data 
difficult to present graphically* 

The results of the Mk y? director acquisition effort is pros^tod for two 
periods* The first period^ 12 December 1951 to 11 Fobiuary 1952, represents 
a learning stage, and the results^ in g^eial| could be rated as unsatisfhctory- 
This as8es9m<ant is based on only 26$ of the Jet raids and 60% ot the prop 
raids being acjquired early aiough for nwirinrutn fire to have been delivered at 
maximum opon fire range at 10|000 ^rds advance range* The second period^ 
5 March to 2 June 1952, roughly represents the perfbimance vjhioh oan be essH 
pected from on average, well trained, director crew* This performance is 
considered satisfactory in that 70^ of the prop raids mre acquired early 
enough to have delivered maxifflum fire at naxiiuua range* 

These minimiua aoquisitlon rwigos are based on the range at vjfalch the 
director must pick up the target and still have time to get a solution, got 
the guns into automatic, and open fire befoi^ advance range reaches 10|000 
:^rd8« If the gun mounts are kept in autcHiiatic during the latter part of the 
designation phase several seconds be saved and satisfkctory acquisition 
phase several seconds can be saved and satisftictory acquisition niade at a 
shorter range* Under these conditions 78$ of the jet raids and Bl% of the 
prop raids were acquired at a viiolly satlsfactozy range during the second 
period* It is noted that if a raid had not been acquired by 10,000 ytxvds 
ta partially satisfactory acquisition range) it ms usually not fired on at all. 

The Mk 56 and Mk 63 directors complanented the Mk 37 directors on five 
occasions, itihich increases the total eatisfactory acquisitions by a peroontfxf^G 
point or t>io* In general, the Mk 56 director performance ms about the samo 
as that of the Mk 37 directors* It probably should have been bettor, in that 
the equipment i8 of a better design for acquisition t^oik* 

It is concluded tint frequent task force acquisition drills rnvQ vitally 
important in reaching a satisfttctory state of training in the gun batteries*! 
Without these drills Improvemeaat could have been esqpeoted, but wjuld probably 
not have reached the level Indicated for the second period* 
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at sea ms accomplishod on ID oocasions and 950 short tons of frosh and dry- 
stores werb received. Mail rocoived by high line from tankers rfjilo re- 
fueling totaled 1,845 baga» 433 personnel were either received or tranaferrcjf! 
by high line to of the replanishmeaib geovpw 

Oceasionally is ms neceasary to rofuel destroyers of the screen. 24,952 
barrels of fuel oil were trEmsferrod to defftxoyers during 24 destroyer 
refueling operations* 

Although the helicopter has reliared the escorting ships of much of the 
routine transfer of guard mial, personnel, and freight between ships, it van 
necessary to receive destroyers along side on 65 separate occasions in ordsv 
to effect iotmsfers of this type* 

2* The oonnents and recofmnendations nado by Coimnander, Air Task Group 0KB in 
enclosure (l) are concurred in* 

3» The following dispatch ms received from Coffi7thFlt on 18 June 1952i 

»00MM4NDEai 7TH mST SMD3 HmBTI WEU. DONE TO COMGARDIV 5, VAIXEY SORGB 
AND AIR TAK OHOm* 1 ON OCCASION OF IfDUR DEPAHTURS PBOM KOREA WSmS X YOU 
CtmiMa AN OUTSTANDING RBOORD DURING 6 JJ3SQ AND DIPFICOia? UONTHS OP HSmU 
LSSS ACTION AailNST THE 3NHBY IN NOBTH K0RS4 2 YOUH TIHBtBSS DHTOTION TO DOTY 
AND SDUR laiLINGHBSS TO OARRr OUT ANY ASSIGNMENT NO MATTBR HOW DimCUISP H-'iS 
BSm INSPIRATION TO AU. Z GOOD SDOE AND BON VOUGE Z VA£M GUSK" 



Copies tot 

GHO (2 advance) 

OINGPACFIff (2 advance) 

OINCPACPnr WAEUATION GROUP (l) 

COMKAVFS (l advance) 

COMNAVFE mHJATION GROUP (l) 

COMTTHFU: (1 adrance) 

CTF 77 (1 ad«?ance) 

OOMAIBPAC ( 5) 

COMSBWPAC (l) 

GOMFAIRAUIAEDA (l^ 

ooHmajmN (i) 

NAVAL mR COU.BGE (l) 

COMCARDIV ONE (l) 

COMCARDIV THREE ( l) 

00, RIIRBETUPAC (2) 

CO, USS S33EX (CV-9)(l) 

CO, USS BON HOMME RICHARD (Gy-3l)Cl) 

CO, USS ANTimU iOf '%){!) 

CO, USS PHIKPPINE SSH (cy-47)(l) 

CO, USS PHINOErON (CV-37)(l) 

CO, USS BOXER (Clir-2l)(l) 

00, USS KKUISARGE ( 07-33X1) 

cvG a 

OfG 5 
CVG 11 
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From: Cominanding Officer, U.S. 3. VALLEY FORGE (CVa-45) 
Xos Chief of Haval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Tasis Force SBVEJlTr SSVEN - — nTCi AQQiPIPD 

(2) Commander .LVSIITK Fleet WCUL-nPOiritV 

(3) Commander J Naval Forces F^i HuiST |M\MIST0iVllgTlgpOJ. 

(4) Comm&nder- in-Chief U.i. Pacific Fleet Bf* O^ASnBm^^ 

Subj* i*ction Re.oort for neriod 30 December 1952 through 25 January 
1953 ' " 

Kefi (a) OPjn^ T-JSTKl/CTIOii 3430.4 of July 1951 
^iinnsx (1) Cold Vf eat her Photographs 
iSncli (1) 4iir Group PIVB ..ctlon Report 

1. In compliance ijxth reference (a), the iiCtion Report for the 
period 30 December 1952 through 25 January 1953 is submitted -here* 
with. 

PiJil I 

COLiPOaiTIOil OF OwN FORCES i^dijIOH 



In accordance with Coaiiiander Task Force 3EVEi^-IY SLVSN Confiden- 
tial Disoatch 2609362 of December 1952 the U.S. 3. V^^LLLY FOHGS 
(CVa_45)", C^PTx^IH H03ERT E. DIXObI U3N, Commanding, ?^^.R iJDillRtiL 
*-*P0Lj-.O JOUCLK Uirfj ComCarDiv THRjiL and CVG-5 embarked, departed 
Yokosuka Japan for the Operating area at 07001 on 30 December 1952. 

On 2 January 1953 the USo V^.LiSY F0?tGIi joined Task Force 77. 
iit various tines during this operating oeriod other ships in com- 
oany rwere the U3,^ LSoEX (CV..-9)3 the IBS ORIS....rJY (CVa-34), the 
U3S ..lilivHS^aOE (CVit-33), the U3S LISSOUni (BJ3-63), with Commander- 
SEVIiiiJTH FI£ET ViJ)£l J.J. CLtJXtZ embarked, and various cruisers and 
screening destroyers. 



On 5 January 1953 Chnnonder Carrier Division THTJIiiL R^DM 

...Y .''ORGE., assumed duties 



i:.POLLO 

as 



oOUCSK USiT. embarked in the US3 V*^.ua 
Commander Task Force 77* The U3o ^CEr^RSj^RGi^ with Comander Carrier 
Division FIVE embarked, depa -ted the Task Force. 



On 21 January 

HIC.^Y U3N 



1953 ComLiander Carrier Division PIVTii RitDH R.F. 
ernbarked in the \ 3j i<E.-. IS^GE rejoined Task Force 77 
and assumed duties as Coaaander Task Force 77 on 22 January 1953 ♦ 
Commander Carrier Division IffiilllE embanked in the U33 Vi-.LLEY .^'ORGE 
departed Task Force 77 and the Operating ^ea fot Yokosuka, arriving 
there 25 January 1953- 
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^CURITY li^FORiliiTION 



DECLASSIFIED • • ^^^^ 

3er 



la Co^ier1aL°loJceV??5|y'c the Carrier Grour 

j-csais. rorce o::.)fzj.ai .^jii/VSiJ Operation Order Uo. 2-52. 



P^T il 

CHI-lOjOIOOIC.L order of EYBiiTS 



atlng'ffea "^^iJr-^--^^ ^^^.^^.^A^/ted Yokosuka, Jaoan for the ooer- 

cil^c?^ lie n^l'^^'lr?;^':"'''' ^^'^ ^^i? drilff ^e^r' 

v-vjiiuucuea. ine U.b.D. HIGBS±: was escort, 

aSd escorted' brtVem^in re?»n"o°'ship.°"" 

total of seventv-twn ^''r^'^' J s-carcing at 1145, launched a 

(2) buiikers and a power sib-stollon S"?olestioyed! M3l fl2SH 
W 51 started the fireworks by being the first pliit SSck^> 

•p«^m T SIX ^.^oj sortitis at the enemy. • Targets fani^&a ■ 

^,l''f,^'^l^^y<'onQontTatloa3 at the bomb line t^oower installation 
Jpi??c^^°J:*^^r "^^^^ iiorthern Korea.* Part of Se days 

'^^-^^^ ^^^^ completelsr destro^edra oSwerplant a^d 
L5jG°7-^SaTHO -?J?* W°SI other builJin|s aSni^ehousS's' • 

feneLS'fanpJ J^hf?' ! 2? '''''^ *° Corsair when his 

Ln and bu?st in?n f??^^l. ^u''^^''^ oxperienced an internal explos- 
the nlanrJn?,.H ioif ^! ''^^^ ''^^^'^^ "^-^ immediately by 

the plane guord helicopter and suffered no ill effects from exposure 

ieplfnished.^^'' operations were held this oate as the Task Farce 



3lc:;bity liiFoiii.^Tioir -2- 



DBGLASSIFIED ' cvm?/.,,* 
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1-5*53j The morning heciclers opened the days operations ?rlth a 
^^*:°!®^Sx v^^?!?*^ ^T^°^ parking areas destroying three tjmclcs and 
fir? ;?i.^^^^^^^lf» damaging three (3) more trucks and five 

'^^^^ to this tally was a road cut and two (2) 

railcuts. Vrtiat started to Toe a promising day was cut short due to 
non-operational v/eathor. The balance of the days flights was confine- 
to a Jet recco and a a*S mission, 

^7^:P;o^^^°""°^®^^"'^^°"^^ weather limited todays air ooerations to 
eight (8j sorties. 

1-7-53 s Mo air operations were held this date due to weather, 

1-8-531 The first good flying weather in three days found the Vallo^ 
Forge unleashing desttuctlon at various targets in ITorth Korea. 
Principal targets were Cherokee targets in the vicinity of the front 
lines, which were hit repeatedly by Jets and Props from the Valley 
i^orgG. Although the Cherokee strikes were »»»m»glaiit was the cls 
missions that provided the firaworks for the day. IHth ^'s and 
F4U»s working together four-hundrod (400) ycrds of trenche®, ten 
(10} bunkers, and two (2) artillery positions wore destroyed and 
the pilots wore rewarded with a well done by the for-.'ard air con- 
troller. During this attack liKS BURKELiPEK flying an iJ) from VF 54 
v^as hit by flak and forced to land wheels up at a friendly omergoncy 
^r^^i^- picked up in good condition, and returned to the 

Valley Forge via COD flight from K-l6. 

1-9-53* The morning hecklers kicked off the days operations by 
destroying three (3) trucks, one (1) gun position and jotting six 
(6; rail cuts. This mission was followed by throe (3) Jet roccos 
and a striKe, i^hich proved the most successful Jot attacks of the ■ 
cruise to-date. Tho marshalling yiird at Hyesanjin was sov.rly 
damaged, one (1) truck and five (?) buildings \vore destroyed, two 
rii i ^^^l '^^^^^ along with heavy damage to a round house, one 
U; highway bridge, six (6) trucks, several gun positions and build- 
ings. Due to bad -weather a C..3 mission, the lest offensive nission 
iiown, attacked its weather alternates- "v'ith the excontion of exp- 
and ..i^P all further air operations were cancelled. LCDR fflCK^JI, 
Commanding Officer of Vf 92 was forced to ditch his F ;u duo to 
engine failure just East of Yo-Do Island and V3i.s recovered uninjured 
by a helicopter from the LST 735 after spending 20 minutes in his 
raft • 



l-l'^-53i No air operations were held as the Task Force replenished^ 
Rourh weather prevented completion of replenishment, 

1-11-53S Continued roplonishmant. No air operations wore held. 



SSCoRXTY IlTPORi^TION 



-3- 



liClASSlFIED 
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ailiGUKITY li^FOkjiTIOH 

""1} ^'>^*^rnoon sortius wore cancelled duo to weather over the bcr.eh 
On^S'' Sr^'J ^I^'^^^J floating :.inos in tho operating a^ea. 

Oa thu only Prop striko of tho day thirty-nine (39) buildings wore 
d^^stroyod. on. that launch E.^S iCOKSGRElff VF 54 t^af ^rced to^ditch 

Tiit~H In S , 2 '^^P"'' ^'u^^!^^^l^^® ''^^ rocovered by helicoot^r unin^ 

"^"^ ^'^^^ ninutes. The rescue, though a 

routine helicopter operation was unique in that it wis the first 
roscuo from a helicopter affected ^ith a hand operated block and 

h^;?SVn *° substitute for tho non-operational 

aoist on the helicopter, 

l-19-53( No air operations ware held. The Task Fcrce reolenishod 
.iL soa» 



rof?'!^^.^'''^*^^^ operations continued as a total of ninty-sevon 

Ky/j sorties wore flown, - * ' — * - - ^ « 

destroying fifty 
■rfhilo scoring 



upurm-ions conTimuea as a total of ninty-sevoj 
wore flown, so vonty-nlae (79) of them offensive, 
Lfty (50) buildings, eight (0) trucks, two (2) oxcarts, 
I six (6 J railcuts and t»vo C2) highway cuts, 

f:"-^^;;^-^* ^J^*^ ore-dawn hecklers found many targets of opoortunity in 
:;no Wonsan-Hungnam areas. They destroyed eleven (11) trScks aM 

^'^^onty^slx i26). Our Jets T^ere assigned storage and supoly 
'ad ?i f *^%P^?PS attacked factory buildings, supoly shelter 

fJot '^^^f?^^'^ -'^d ^lose air support missions. total of ^Ighty- 
P sorties were flovm accounting for tho reported destruction 

^h-0?:i'^'?"^./^M^^\^^^^f'^'' thirty-six (36) supply and persoSnS 
shelter, twelve (12) trucks, and t;vo (2) railroad cars, in addition 
? ' reported damaging t^cnty-oight (28) buildings, 

eighteen (Id; supply .nd personnel shelter, thirty-two (^2) trucks 
t:.o^2) high;, y bridges, t.vo (2) gun emp la cements, and thrio (3) 
ijunkers. ~^ 

'""'^^''Piu. ^'^ first of the three events scheduled, our hecklers 
Doabed the eneny in the Hbrtik Kofea area. Several trucks -nd build- 
ings ■•.Vurc destroyed. Our Jots flo\v a recco :.:nd aade strikes against 
:-uppiy Siiclters and underground warohousos. Several buildings were 
-octroyed and many left burning. The Props conbined forces to knock 
>at another Ghorok^e target. lYhilo flying a F9F-5 P-^nther Jet, LCDR 
.,.1,0 i.LULLIGi.N, Executive Officer, of VF 583 experienced a oowor 
tailure forcing him to ditch his aircraft soon after tak^-off. The 

r'^ ^^^"^ helicopter offoctod a speedy rescue of thu ditched 
pilot. The ValloyFioajge dep .rted Task Force 7? at 11421 for Yok- 
osuka, Replenishmi-nt was condutoc upon leaving the Task Force, 

I-23-53* Enroute Yokosuka. Conducted firing in area George. 

l-24~53i Enroute Yokosuka. Conducted iu>, firing in area Lovg, 

L- 25- 53 J i^^r rived Yokosuka iOlll. 
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1-12-53: No air operations wero held due to non-operational 
weather, 

1-13-53. ContinuGd bad weather cancelled all air operations for 
the day, 

X-I4-53. ifo air operations wore held this date duo to adverse 
weathor conditions and rough seas. 

1-15_53j For the first time in five days operational weather pre- 
vailed and fortj»-two (42) sorties were launched at the enomy over 
North Korea. ^11 targets for tht; day v^oro in the vicinity of the 
bomb line v^ith supply sh«jltors and supply concentrations as the main 
objectives. Controller reported "80 percent coverage, oxcollunt 
results" J on all targets. *A11 afternoon strikes vjere cancelled when 
the weather closed in once again, 

1-16-53 » f^ll ^^7 of air operations \vas held as the '"Valley" 
launched eighty-five (85) sorties, sixty-ono (61) of them offensive 
missions. The morning prop strike on supply shelters and vehicle 
repair areas was a success v,/ith fourteen (10 buildings andt/vo (2) 
highway bridges destroyed. One rail bridge two (2) buildings and 
a rail car were destroyed by VF 53 on a Jet recco. The second Prop 
strike of the day was diverted to attack one-hundred -«litty <t60) ' 
rail cc^rs in Wonsc.n marshalling yard. Four Corsairs from VF 92 and 
four (4) -Sky*®iders from VF 54 destroyed twenty (20) cars while 
damaging forty (40) more. iJight hecklers Wv.-ro unable to locate the 
remaining good rail cars due to atmospheric haze. They did however 
find heavy truck traffic in the area and destroyed three (3) trucks 
and damaged sevontoon (17) raoro, 

1-17-53: The Valley F(r ge launched seventy-five (75) sorties includ- 
ing regular Ci.P r.nd x-.SP missions. The high standards of the previous 
day continued as the early Corsair-Skyraidcr strike destroyed over 
twenty (20) buildings in thoir attack on a mill and storage area." 
Four ( :) medium tanks were sighted by VF 51 on a recco mission, 
jilthough damaging two (2) of the tanks they v*ere unable to make the 
kill due to shortage of amnrunition. Two-hundred (200) ycrds of 
trench were knocked out with six (6) buniccrs by t^volvo (12) Corsairs 
and Skyraiders, To close out the dey, night hecklers rc.ided the 
marshalling yerds in Wons.. nj and reported destroying thirty-six (36) 
rail cars and damaging four (•") more, as v.- ell as destroying seven 
(7) trucks and damaging nine (9) before returning to the "Vall..y". 

1-18-53: ^ir ooerations for the dr-.y were linited to forty- eight 
(48) sorties, thirty-four (34) of which wore offensive sorties. 
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PiiRX III 

1. ThG follovjiag ordnaiico was expended during this operating perioc 

SHIP 

5V38 Caliber 30? 
40 IM 4501 

mms 

looo^Gp 179 
500^5^0 p 491 

1609 

ioo#op 1064 

220/260 i^'ragpiontation 317 

SOCKETS 

3.5" Solid 24 

73 

GUN kj.UlIITIOil 

20 85370 

50 Caliber 102325 

PART IS 
BA'fTI^ DaI:A(S; 

1. The ship was not attacked during this period and sustained no 
battle dc.mage. 

2. Damage inflicted by tha ship's air group is included in 
enclosure (1), and Part TI of this report. 

3. Damage ixiflicted on t he air group by the enemy Is included in 
enclosure (1), and Part VI of this report, 

P^T V 

A. PERi'OrUi^iICS 

Per ormanco during this Cirst tour in tho cocbat area '.vas 
somewhat handicapped by insjxperionce and non-operational weather. 
Performance rapidly Improved' to the degree that the Tasic Force 
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Commandep commentod iti a message on 9 January j 

r}^J.^^^ PLEiiSUBE TO SEE YOUR SHICP aI© aIR GROUP DEVELOPING 
IN SlJCH & SPLENDID Kiu\li\iER X IN BEf OPINON YOUR PROGRESci THUS- 
iJiiR hA3 BEEN ESCEPTIONiiLLY Fllffi X EoY HIGHEST COI^PLIHSHTS" 

Intermittent operations d ue t o lueather assisted the In- 

oersonnoL on board in developing t o the extent required 
for full scale operations. The number of officers with no arovious 
combat area experience is significant* Of an average of 112 ship's 
officers on board, only 61 were on board for a full month or more 
of the ship's last tour in the area. Further, 35 Dercont of the 
on icers now attached to the siiip have buon aboard" less than six 
months • 

^ was an average of 1965 enlisted ship's personnel 

actually aboard during tJiis period, although an additional 96 wore 
attached and absent f rom t he ship on temporary additional duty and 
oraorgency leave. This number of personnel was considered adequate . 

skms. Th^ foUo-wing arc urgently requiredi 
Chl-jf if ire Control Technician, Explosivo Ordnance Disoosal Spocialis 
and a Ground Camera Repairman (PH-3992). These recuii-emonts have 
been tha sudj ;ct of separate requests. 

Personnel in the Air Depcirtment will be well balanced in 
number when all the 40 AN/iii presently ordered to iihe shio arc 
received, 

liorale was cor^sidorod e xcellent, and was stimuUted furth-.r 
When actual operations proved the ■:)rof iciency of the shin and air 
group as a team. There was inarkod imDrovement in morale* followine 
the receipt of a significant amount of mail. 

B, CaSUaLTIL S, 

Although soveral pilots were comoelled to ditch thoir planes, 
there vK-re uo casualties during this operating period. Weather 
decH personnel performed with efficiency and ssf ety-consciousnoss 
and thereby suffered no casualties despite icy dock conditions and 
periods of extreme cold and rough seas. 
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Part VI 

GEI-r^RiiL COiiiCi'JTS 
OPERaTIOHS DEPi.RTldE,NT 
ZlC (Radar Countermoesuros) 

I. 3hlDb05-rd RCK 

^» 2(iUi£]kUjrit . This ship is et^uipped v/ith the RDQ, 3PR-2 and 
*LpR-9 intercept receivers j the DBh dirtiction. finder, RDJ pulse 
analyzer, end RDP Panoramic iidapter. 



B. Operc tlon , liormc. lly, c t'l-enty-f our hour vj:,tch \k s main- 
tainod by CiC personnel on the RCL intt;rcont oquipfflont, ho-w^ 
over, occasionolly tiio watch wis sicurod during daylight p^ariods 
whila conducting air operations if this ship v^ss not assigned 

an SCM intercept guard for the day. This was done vihr^n the 
shortage of personnel f oread th^jir use c,t other stations in 
CIC. ho unfriendly radars vers intercepted. However personnel 
received valuable operator training by intercepting and ana- 
lyzing the radars of the force. 

C, Cotaments . 

1. The ship's electronics technicians have done an ercel- 
lent job of' restoring the BCK etiUipment to an operating 
condition ?.nd installing the receiver. 

2. The aPR-9 is not yet used to maximum advantage as the 
received signal c^n not be fed to the RDJ ;.nd DBM for 
pulse ^nd D/F analysis. 

3. The oresence of own ship's a, id many friendly radar 
signals inaiKcs latorceotlon of enoiBy radars doubtfull and 
their analysis oxtromely difficult in the affected fre- 
quency bands. 

4. The results 7.'ith the DBI'd equipment have been disap- 
pointing so far, probe bly du^- to a combination of operator 
technique and the above mentioned interference. 

:i. Airb orne ROM 

""aV VC 35 dot, B has four ^JD-4N aircraft equipped with APR-9 
receivers and i*Pii.-70 D/F ge: r. Tvjo of these planes also have 
2PR-1 receivers and Ajrw-64 pulse analysis e4Uipment. 
B. Operation . These aircraft were operated during the day 
with RCM s the primary mission and at night as hecklers and 
gators, RCj> results wert.- as follo^-vs: 

1, Very few unfriendly r dars w.;ro detactud during d.;:y- 
light ho^irs* 

2. On night heckler flights, many radcrs signals were 
received but the aircraft could not badlvorted from the 
primcry mission to analyze the signals and take bearings. 
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OEGLASSIFIED ' ' 1^*45/ .9-4 

All intercepts not identified as friondly woro roportod 
in accordance v/ith ComlfevFe Instruction CK)3521.1» The dctachmunt 
is also experimenting with saveral methods for ninoointing eneaiy 
radar positions. 

COEOmiCiiTIOHS (CIC) 

1. Comnmnication. difficulties existing in CIC were orinclpally 

tho-^. of feed-over on the vi.rious circuits. This condition was 
caused by the lacic of spread ootweon channels. Those affected most 
were the Air Control and FaD nets. The outstanding e ?:a!nple is 
142.% (CiiP COHTROL) and 142.74 (^SP CONTROL). The secondary tacA 
tical nrjt, (I45,i88) and the strike control net, (I43.64) also ' 
Qff£i.tri:oa eas4h other. It is believed that much of this difficulty may 
l-j o 1.1.7. incited by careful anteana positioning and the assignment of 
great.cr frequency separation in the VHil' channelization. 

2. The YE transmitter caused a great deal of intorforenco on 
143.64 :CS J requiring strike control assignra^-^nt on days vjhen the 
Y3 guard was assigned to another ship. This condition exists be*» 
r:-Ub^ th^.' tvv'o ^2) transmitters are located in t he sLme soace, TSiig 
ccn be remedied by a physical separation of the" two. The noise 
level from various sources on 142,56 iiCS. was excessive. Some 

cf this yas in the form of C:; J-^ey clicks, originating from vithin 
th.; confines of the ship end tho remainder in a fern resembling 
crocipitation static ..'hlch came from the automotive equiomcnt on the 
flight end hangar decks. It is bulioved that the installation of 
shielded distributors and sperk plugs in all such equipment will 
eliminate this. As a result of this srccssivo noise level, comia- 
uniot:tion w ith the C-.P beyond 30 to 40 alios bocamo qui-oe difficult, 
rrjii'loring it almost impossible to maintain nositivo control of the 
air(;raft. Investigation disclosed salt-v^fater corrosion on the ■ 
sQtanna insuU:tors. h thorough cleaning of the insulators and 
antenna coupling reduced the Ch' interference to a satisfactory level. 

Ry3iiRS (CIC) 

1, Duping this period the SX, 3U (.nd XoG-7 rad?.rs operated nor- 
ra.j.'.Ly and yiv..pG available for continued use except -jhen necessary 
to secure thorn for regular fnaintenance, 

X3G-7 radar is still not ooaplotely dependable because of the 
blind spot on tho starboard bow duo to the location of the antenna. 

SPS-6B. Two failures in tho IF? co-axial lin-^ in the 
.JT/t)PS6-B antenna nodestal reduced tho range cons id or ably in the 
Lfeirk V IFF. 

ftoRiiio'ION -9- 
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Correction of these difficulties and a timoorary srrangemant 
to drive tho AMlp-ll slave aat..;nna oertnitt ad excel lont uso of tho 
Liark V IFF with rajiges up to 204 miks being obtained. 

The 3PS-6B radar still gives considerable snurious rosoonses 
^^ithin close land r:.nge, almost nullifying it's air search " 
possibllitios, 

2. Tho effect of tempore turo inversion of the effective ranges 
of the various radcrs w:,s of pc-rticular interest. On several 
occasions when an inversion ^?.;.s rooorted by aircraft in t he area, 
aircraft wore dotected and tr£.ckod at ranges un to 100 miles on 
the SX without uso of IFF. Under tho same conditions G-Band IFF 
vjas trnck.d to r:ngos of 115 miles and Lo.rk X to 150. iit the same 
time surgaco targets vvaro detected and tracked to ranges of 43,000 
yards on tho 3U radar. 



PERSOiniSL 

1, Nineteen (19) men are assigned the nhoto laboratory as ship's 
company force, of which seven (7) are oetty off icers a nd two (2) 
are designated PHkiT's. Personnel desiring to strike for photograohic 
ratings were canvassed , and ten (10) were acceoted to make up the 
complete team/ Intensive on-the-job training with key men in charge 
of the new strikers has proved satisfactory for maintaining equality 
and production rate, i^aintenance, and repair of equipment has 
proved to be difficult without an assigned qualifiod camera repair- 
man, A recommendation for assignment of a qualified repairman 

to all CVA's has been submitted to 3UFERS. 

PRODUCT lOU 

2, Twenty (20) photographic sorties were flow during this period. 
Eight thousand forty- eight (8048) 9xl8", four-hundred- seventy-seven 
<^77) 91x9^-, and seven hundred fifty-four (754) 8x10" prints were 
Dade from the nhotographB obtained for target studies. Wo unusual 
production problems were encoiuitered. 



1, 5n the tenth of January a depression formed in the East China 
oea, moving Worthesstward, through t he Tsushima Straits c.nd South 
of the Task Force. 
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On the eleventh, high winds accompanied by rain which after a short 
interval turned to snow along ^/^ith increasing seas caused the 
curtailment of operations. Winds from the Worth Northeast exceeded 
fifty (50) knots at 'times, and the seas reached an estimated height 
of twenty- five (25) feet. Snow continued to fall almost continu- 
ously until early on the fourteenth. Heavy icing was encountered 
due to the ©xtremely low temperatures whith prevailed in all portio 
of the Sea of Japan* The minimum temperature of 10,2®F was recorde' 
on the thirteenth. Sea Smoke was present on the water surface durl 
most of the he£vy weather, and on the morning of the fourteenth, 
it was thick enough to restrict visibility to tvio (2) to three (3) 
miles for a period of four hours, (See photographs Annex 1) 

AIR li^TELLlGENCE 

1. Organization 

The organization of the intelligenc.e department as set up 
when first reporting to Task Force 77 proved satisfactory and 
was not changed. Responsibility for reports was divided among 
the Air Intelligence Officer, the assistant Air Intelligence 
Officer, CaG Air Intelligence Officer and the Squadron itir 
Intelligence Officers* That Officer vjhich could most easily 
obtain the required information was given the responsibility of 
making the reports. The ship»s Air Intelligence Officer acted 
as coordinator. 

2. OPEFuiTIOHS 

Operations of the Air Intelligence Office have functioned 
on a twenty-four hour basis during the period of this report. 

The use of standard forms by both the scuadron Air Intelligence 
Officers aadthe ships iiir intelligence Officers has greatly 
helped in the processing of information within the prescribed 
time limits. Daily brief notes were published nightly and 
included all changing intelligence. 

3. SPiiCSS 

The problem of storing the many ch&rts required ivas solved 
by filing only a small number of each type and scale in the 
storage room in the rear of the ^ir Intelligence Office, The 
excess was stored in the fan room 2-65-2. A running inventory 
was kept and all shortages were noted. Delivery of maps and 
survival gecr from COiaFAlRJii,Pii,N and the Air Navigation Office 
at Atsugi was excellent. 
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Proper stowage space for- voatanlnaus classified materials rec- 
eived, such as target dossiers and iiir Objective folders, is 
entirely inadequate. ' 



4, CHaRIS 



Charts originally issued to each oiiot included Am Series 
1:250,000 and aF charts Is 1,000, 000, ij 5, 000,000 and 1:250,000 
of all North iCorea. The li50,000 scale charts were issued to 
tne pilots prior to each Wtval Gunfire Spot, Close i-.ir Support 
or Strike mission as necessary and wore collected by ship's AIO' 
upon pilot's return. 



5. EiSCiiPE liND EVASION 



COiyWr.VFE sent an Officer on TAD orders to the Valley Forge 
just prior to doparturo from Yokosuko for the our-ioso of 
lecturing on Esctpe and Ev. sion doctrinos end orocedures« In 
addition two navfl aviators who v/ere recent evadoes g£ve ex- 
cellent lectures on tht^ir exDerionces. This method of presen- 
tation proved very satisfactory, 

6. PHOTO 



Because close co-operation- of the Intolligonce sfcction and 
the photogrephic interpretation section is necessary to produce 
photographic mtiterial for reproducing ourooses, our present 
system of h£.ving them both in the same' office has proved very 
satisfactory except for the resultant crov^ding, 

PHOTO IimsPR^TiiTIGN 

^* ^ ^^^^ t'/jenty (20) photographic reconnaisssnce missionST»«T® 
flo^jn^^HrJng the operating period utilising three F9F-5P photogrtohic 
planes mounting the following ctmeras: 24 inch, 26 inch, xv-17 

6 inch, 12 inch, 24 inch, iC-i7-.b 6 inch, 37 (Sonn^) 100 mm. The 
efforts of the Photo Interprotatioa Office hive been directed tovmrd 
target soarch, flak studies, di mage Lssossment, and tour?. id pre- 
paration with the emphasis on target search. Mosaics of suitable 
targets, prepared from flash prints, v.-ere for-warded to the carrier 
division staff. The end result W'.s a ohotograph of the target for 
each pilot on each target strike. This system* has oroven highly 
successful for pilot orientation, 

2. The photo interpretation office is loc: tod in the Air Intelli- 
gence Office. This is a satisfactory arrangement in all respects 
except for the !• ck of spsce required to lay out Drlnt«, One 
o-'ficer and tv.'o ^onlist.^d men - ro assigned j vvith one additional 
officer, an assistant Photo Interpreter, under orders to report. 
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. It is considered that two officer nhntn -i^t- ^ *. 
ist.nts van be sufficient for tL ias^ aLignodf ^ ^^""^ 



Jient for the t&slt assigned",' 
3. DiiM GE IliFLICTED ON THE Emm 



Target 

Tanks 
Oxcarts 

I'i.rslu-liing Yfirds 

Roundhouses 

Railroad Cars 

Railroad Bypasses 

Eailrocd Bridge 

Highway Bridges 

Trucks 

Warehouses 

Barracks & Buildings 

Gun Emplacements 

Pov;er Installation 

F;:ctories 

Bunkers 

Loiiding Ramos 

Supply Shelters 

I-ersonnel Shelters 

iiawmllls 

Lumber Pl^es 

Conveyors 

Rail Cuts 

TrooDs ivilled 

Eighvay Cuts 

Trenches 

Sorties Flown 



DestroyofS 
9 



46 

5 
9 

900 Yi 



67 
1 
1 
4 

40 

6 

237 
4 

1 
12 

33 

14 
1 
1 
1 



rds 



2 

3 
1 
1 

87 



5 
79 

284 
8 
4 
1 
11 
1 
4 

37 



972 (Includes trr.ining sorties enroute) 



cf tha\cS ^S^g^'^nfUctcd'orSf ''^^ represents an estimate 
period, only thosf inst^^^^Jf operational 

JiIR DSPi^RTiiEiiT 

o?Sfthfwf5°?ir'".%?==|"* difficulty „.s cxporloneed 
carrier v,itg H4B.caL.nuits InHaUod." """'^""""^l typo 
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However, tempercturos haVG been lov^er (about 40^F) end wind velo*» 
cities nighcr than can be oxpocted in the present opcrcting area 
during the sxanmer nrontha, Air craft vjore launcht4 at weights rang- 
ing from 17,800 to 19,100 pounds vjith an average catapult prossure 
of 3)800 pounds. The ordnonccj load ted to be decreased on three 
occasions because of lov^ wind. A shuttle velocity recording instru- 
ment end an accurate relative wind reading on the flight deck leveX 
vjould provide an accurate end air spa ad reading :md vjould be of 
great value. Aircraft could then probably be launched with greater 
ordnance loads and a mote positive' faargin of safety maintained. 

2» yalley Forge experienced five (5) barrier and barricade ongage-r 
monts due to broken hookpoints on the F9F-5, On tvjo occasions the 
cracked hooknoint cut the cross-deck pendants permitting the taut 
wire to '»vhip across the catwalks. Luckily no personnel were injured 
nor were the purchase cables damaged. 

3, An extremely high attrition rate on nanlla tiodown lines has 
been experienced, due largely to failure of the tnanila under 
exposure to freezing and thawing in winter operations. This fort- 
ifies the conclusion that the nylon ticdovjns. originated by this 
ship and found to stand up well under this strain, are superior 
for all-".vo' thcr operations. Hooks for the nylon tiedowns manufac- 
tured on the west coast prior to daploymL;nt proved to bo unsatis- 
factory. It is hoped thjt about 60O of the nylon, tiedowns will 
have bean completed by Fleet ^xctiviti.js , Yokosuka, when the ship 
returns from this first tour on the line, 

4, Extreme cold v;eathar operations required constant attention 
to flight dt;ck. Snow removal was begun three housv..- before first 
launch time. On one occasion the temperature reached a lov.' of 
10.20F with a relative -.vind across the deck of 45 knots and gusts 
to over 50 knots, iilthough spray was freezing on the deck and 
aircraft, no attempt was nade to clear the leo until the ship was 
turned downwind to reduce the hazard of personnel sliding over the 
side and to avoid frost bite exposure. Operating temperatures 

of 25°P 7;ere not uncommon. Deck ice v/cs cleared by scrapers and 
shoveled over the side. Ice formation in catapult tracks vjas 
quickly cleared by directing the bli st from .: lot aircraft down the 
tracK, Intormittant operation of barriers, and the exercise of 
arresting gear and catapults prevented freezing of sheaves. Yield- 
ing elements were freed by melting the ice with blow torches. Ice 
was removed from aircraft surfaces by hsad. 

5, The deck edge elevator, the life-blood of a r.spotj is pre-* 
sently taxed beyond its operating capacity. The elevator's designed 
working load Is 18,00 pounds; design* load limit, 20,000 pounds j 
test load, 30»000 pounds. 
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In ordi-r to moot opyrctlng scheduL-s, it is frequently rixjcoss-ry 
to '.Old tht; olovator to 23,000 pounds (x^9B-5 -^^ld tractor), end 
occ;..a?-on-lly to increcso the lo:d to 24,000 pounds if the F9>«''-5 is 
fully c-Trviod, Tho hoisting cables hcive clonextod under thoso con- 
ditions:; ';oir'purcri .vith ,.n original di ,Er.otor~of 1.150", tho minJcr.um 
dirviUtjtcr is novj 1,065". -^11 possibl<.- sl-ctc h.s b..: .n t: Kcn up r.;t the 
pUEfi room .-..nd th:.: c::;bl-..'S, Ind only nproxlm^.toly 1" rocmins at 
tho olcvator Qnds« 

(>.. Thcr electric hoist of the oabi.rked holicoptor bocatne inopcr- 
:,tive ind i.d. ocorgency block end nylon t^.Ciclc'v; s iastellod, h 
suocossful roacuo -n .s medt; v;ith this ecorgoncy ge. r although twist- 
ing of thj nylon lino prevented raising the rescuiid pilot sufficien- 
tly to pr^i^mit his onx-renccj into tho h&licopter, 

Ir Kvj tion dupply 

Tht TJd^ CIi'JU..L (i.W-l) r<.::-'lc:nish>^d vi:. tion stores on 19 
J.'.au ry 19:^% 60 per Lit of itv:ms ro._LU:3tud svore supplied. Rec^- 
uisitiony .for this replonishr.:^;nt ^,,'ero tr. nsmitted to the Uoo CHOUn.oD 
by dispatch, ■ s we; th;.r precludi;d the cmDloyEi.jnt of c. COD flight to 
foruii'd Forms 220/125, 

X'vo aCOG's sifors oxpurienced during the tour. The causes were; 

(1) R17-SFIC-162, DSiTIiiCTORs Item E225, iiection "B", ?9F-5 
is r:ri->lic : bl.j only for certain Bure.v. Numbers. It is recommended 
th;..t both this item end tno new item, R17-S?IC-l8UtR-25 D^TSC'fOR, 
be c;irri .--d in stock to ossuro ; vcil-bility for nil F9F-5 circp;:ft. 

(2) R32-^R3d-?iIl6iai, ^CiU^ICR, Item £830, Section "B", 
F9:'~5. Tv.'elvc e-.ch ^/ioro ship'i.jd from th=! contr^:ctor on 12/17/52 

but h:,d not b>.; n received on bo. rd, a suit;;.blvj substitute, 
K82-i^Hi'.]^-:i252.<i2j s furnished by Uoo C-iUuRKj. 

Tho ' vl- tion stores divisions .bo- rd the carriers comprising 
T;.. sli Force 77 effected Intercnuige of vi;,tion sp:re rts freq- 
uently* This progrr m provided c v-eluc bit* soureo of high priority 
items --nd vr.s supported to the oxtcnt of reducing stock bal:.iBD 
abo.'rdthc transferring vessel to zero when nec^^ssery. 

The 1- test S-jction "B" for H03S-1 on boardj deted December 1951, 
liots Item £-790, R86-EC-30S01-1A, GiiCir ..TOR . This gonor? tor 
e:-.nnot be used on the K03a-1, Tho correct genorctor end stock 
number is R86-L1I-3- 24506, 



DKLASSIFIED 



CVA45/ A9-4 
Ser . 




SECU?J'iY' i:«l]?X)IUi6.TI0N - 

Cold Twecthor oXDerioncod during this oper ting period proved 
conclusively th: t s^usdrons were not adequt.tely outfitted with vintoi 
clothing prior to deployment overseas, d rosult, the replenish- 
uor.t allovj<:ncc carried on bocrd v/as loraedistely depleted. It is, 
therefore, strongly recormnendcd that overy si^uadronbe thoroughly 
inspected for comnli nc^ •'j^ith fulfillment of cold weather clothing 
allo',v:.nco nrior to d jpcrturw from DO^wS* 

2, Provisions acplonishccint 

This vossel roflenish^jd ^^rovisions twice during this tour on the 



On 10 J.-nu^-y 19535 tho U.. GlavF^-L^S supplied th^ first 

roni^nisiX^iont. Some 11? tons v/ore reciuisitionod with 95 tons being 
doiiverud in 1 nour 30 mlnutos, Xhe ..vuiUblllty of fresh end 
frosh frozen provisions th:.s not pl*:;ntifulj ja^^ny desirable items were 
not in stock. 

On 19 J' nu- ry 1953 j the second renlonishnicjnt wcs accomplished, 
'.igtiin from tho U33 GIUFi-L^S. i.pproxi,a tely 120 tons were requisi- 
tioned 3 102 tons were delivered in 1 nour 10 minutes, hXi cmple 
supply of frosh and fresh frozen provision vus included tmong the 
reoienished Items. 



1. wlLteri:;l 

Rough scr^s and Icing co^iditions ancountor«r;d on 12-14 Jcnucry 
combined to make 40^1. mounts #1 :,ad 77^2 (for^c; stle) inoperative. 
During this oerlod the mounts '.^sre protected to a limited extent 
by overall cc.nvas covers and seo: rate leading raech£;nisim and muzzle 
covers, Ho^vevcr, the weights of sea vjuter j^nd ice to v.'hlch the 
covers were subjuctod eventually cf used canvas f-ilure and conse- 
quent icing of the mounts thems-^lvos, Tho trainer's open ring 
sight Oh #1 mount was broken and the trainer»s hcndwh^ols Y/..xe sprung 
l^k. 34 radar wave-guides on both mounts were so twisted c:s to be 
usoloss. Thu Dovver motors of both mounts vjere completely groun.jd 
out. Further asst;ssmont of electriccl and/or electronic dumage nas 
not yet bean completed, 

2, Deck Evolutions . 

a, Threa ruplonisliments v^er^; conducted whila v.ith T-: sl^ Force 
77, a. fourth was conducted v:;nrouto loKosuka after leaving the 
the force* a brief sumixry of replwnishmQnt date followsi 
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Fuel Oil and i*viation Gasoline 
Ohio 



D ate 

4 January U&3 CHSMDIifG (aO-30) 

10-11 January USS iJIiPIL^lON (tiO-lO^) 



19 January 
2? January 



11 Jc^nuacy 
19 J?-i-uary 
22 Jf.nuary 



k-^.UI-ilTION 

chin 



9472.7 bbls oil 

134 BOO gals gasoline 

bbls oil 

§,als gasolene 

bbls oil 

gals gasoline 

bbls oil 

gals gasoline 



5375 
73700 
9710 
15G046 
3721 
87284 



.uantity Transfer rate 
7r"tons 100 tons/hr 
170 tons *45.7 tons/hr 
205 tons 91.1 tons/hr 

137 tons **80 



* IJTXng oHfi b-irtop.inf.. vhi;- ^nd. c.uarterdec'0: modified housefall rig 
0:1;.;' b'jcause of janrned roller curtain at forward burtoning stat- 
ion, 

T'«(.i burtoning iwhips only used due to wei.ther - wind up to 45 knots. 



10 janu&ry 
19 January 



Provi sions 

Shin quantity 

USS GRfiFF'IhS (r.o-2Q) 99 tons 

US3 GRiiFFIiio (AF-29) 88 tons 



iiViation Suonlies 



Date 

19 January 



Ship 

U3S C^UHEC u:^v-ii) 



■■..uantity 
12 tons 



Transfer rat_e 
79.2 tons/hr 
66 tons/hr 



Transfer state 
40 tons/hr 



hi On lO' pdieasioBs (SeetcAirets vese alasgsMe^ X £nT vetirnktagj 

4 for personnel transfers, and ? for guard mail or material 
transfers. High-line transfers of 42 men were made to or from the 
ship during the period of this action report. 

c. All replenishment evolutions and personnel transfers vvere 
accomplished without incident. Various officers were qualified 
in keeping station along side, 

3* Gunnery Zsercises 

aA firing at towed sleeves was conducted in area GEORGE on 1 
January while enroute Yokosuka to the Task Force and in areas 
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GEORGE AlID mr^ on 23-24 January while enroute Yokosuka. These 
TnJ ?^ ^ ^""^""^ duration each, although screening vessels 

and support snips were rrovided opportunities to fire at tov;ed 
sleGves on replenishment days, the replenishment requirements of 
this ship precluded such exercises. 

aDKINE TRiiTIVa DEPriRTilEWT 

I. Recreation. 

u : roved to be the Jiost .^opular form of recreation, 

nif^ ^.^^^^^^"^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ Flag j"Gss, Wcrdroora, V.arrant 
Officer's mess, CPO mess. ?01 Hess, and eoffln^rttaants B-301-L and 
£i-iiO-L. There was a total 144 showings d uring this period. 

The Hobby Shop has again -^roved t o be a worthwhile 
source of recreation. Sales at cost during the ooerating period 
amounte- to *600,00, while persomiel continued vorking witK the 
more than .1,000.00 worth of handicraft items they had purchased 
during the month of December. Leather ourse icits and boat and air- 
plane models were the most popular items* Ja^joaie®© iaod4i>J«i»s ^^re 
^iasily obtainable and afford a gre.t deal of pleasure, 

A press newspaper taken from the national oress service 
"^^^^"^ l^^^S^^S^^^®^ ^^^^y* addition, the Sunday* naoer "VALLEY 
FuRuE T..iv£. OFFS" was published weekly and covered the local news 
picture. 

ts-Do ^ ^ J^-'-'*' ^^^"^ radio station was operated over the ship's 
RBO system. Two channels were always available j channel #1, i^FRS 
broadcasts, and channel #2, loca; programs. Programming extended 
dally from 061? until tans, and included disk jociieys. soorts aiid 
news broadcasts, and Ad^S transcriptions, 

^ ^, library and lounge have been filled to oaoacity 

daily during off-dury hours. 

2. Religious activities. 

The Protestant Chaplain conducted 8 Sunday Divine 
Services and 48 Daily Devotional Services, a weekday Bible Class 
was hold each Tuesday evening. 9 kormon (Lt^tter Day Saints) 
services were conducted by LTJG M.E, JLiEDY U3N, 

The Catholic Chaplain conducted 14 Sunday iiasses and 24 
^iieekday Masses, serving Holy Communion to 564 persons. He held 43 
dunday School and Bible Glass sessions. 
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The tvjo Chaplains alternated in presenting a series of 
illustrated lectures to the officers and crew> The BuPers Character 
Guidance Series was used and the movie "To Be Held in Honor" was 
shown to groups attending 27 lectures. 

3. Training. 

The major part of the shipboard training consisted of 
"on-the-job" instruction and general drills. However, formal in- 
struction in the ship's training room was afforded whenever possible, 
Among the activities v;ere a daily coxswain's class | a nightly Avia- 
tion Boatswain class, and numerous divisional training classes. 

Information and Education activities wore stimulated by 
the curtailed flight operations. A total of 214 GED test sections 
was administered vjith 42 men completing the high school test and ? 
men the college level test. Personnel appij-ied for 29 IjSaFI and 
college extension courses during this period, as well as 45 enlisted 
correspondence courses* 

4. Legal, 

The first tour on the line produced considerable legal 
assistance activity principally relating to domestic problems. 

Mast cases and Court ilarti&ls dropped aopreciably. 
However, such Court Martial cases as arise, immediately prior to 
departure from Yokosuka are neccessarily delayed for long oeriods 
of time due to non-receipt of signed charges and unavailability of 
witnesses. 



5. Public Information. 



The Staff Public Information Officer and his journalists 
on board handled most of the operational material. The ship's 
Public Information Officer concentrated on material for the* Fleet 
Home To?m News Center, These releases are broken down categorically 
as follo¥;si 30 fe£:ture stories, 55 Hometovmors (Roster), 65 form 
stories, and 23 still photographs. In addition, approximately 600 
letters from the Commanding Officer have been forfiarded direct to 
the next of kin of personnel serving on board, 

MEDICAL DSPARTisEiiT 

1,. During this operating period, 1,176 treatments were given by 
the medical department; 99 patients were admitted to the sick list, 
11 for surgory.. 
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2. 19 pilots were tempor&rily grounddd. Only one pilot required 
admittance to sick bay for any length of time because of exhaustion 
from cold incident to flight operations. A complete reco7ery vjss 
made. 

3. 40 porsonnol i^ore inoculatod against cov;po3E; 23 for tetanus; 
11 for typhoid; 48 for cholera, Ihere vere no untoward reactions 
noted. 



4, There vjcro 9 cases of venereal disease abcerd, 7 of vjhich vjore 
urethritis due to gonococcus, and 2 of vjhich vjere chancroid. There 
viero no admissions due to syphilis. It is felt that this Ioiij rate 
of incidence, particularly follov^ing the recent holiday in-port 
period in Yokosuka, is the direct result of the medical denartmnnt' 
intensive continuing ship-v-'ide VD educational program, aII phases 
cf this program are scheduled, conducted and supervised by the 
medical department, 

5. V: ith the abrupt advent into cold vjcather, thf expected rise in 
upper respiratory infections v/as evident among all levels of the 
ship's company and air group personnel. This v/as ospecielly true 
during tho' first phase of tho operating period, followed by a gra- 
dual decline in the number of cases, until novj there are none on 
the sick list. Idr.ny of these eases were treated in an a«d3ul6tDTy 
status, and those requiring admittance to the ward -sere usually 
released aftir 2 days. 




lUstribution List: 



CNO (advancti) 2 

CinCPacFlt (advance) 2 

CinCPacFlt Evaluation Group 1 
Cc-Tii'?;;.vFE (advance) 'l 

CcitMavFE Evaluation Group 1 

Coui^JSVBNTHFit (advance; ) 1 

CTF 3EVLNTY SEVEN ( ad va nee ) 1 

CoraAirPac 5 

ComSorvPac 1 

ComFiiiriilameda 1 

ComFiiir Jape n 1 

i^aval i'.ar Colltige 1 

COF&IBBLTUPaC 2 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



CO, Uod PHlLlPPIliE SEA (CVa-47) 


1 


CO, US3 T^RaWA (OVA- 40) 


1 


CO, USS PRINCITOil (CVi.-37) 


1 


CO, USS BOw HOLi.-E RICHiJlD (CVa- 


31) 1 


CO, USS 'iIVaSP (OVA- 18) 


1 


CO, US3 YOdlvTO.;N (CVh-IO) 


1 


CO, USS BOXER (CVa-21) 


1 


HLp JOO lCorea 


X 


ComCarDiv 1 


1 


ComCarDiv 3 


1 


ComCarDiv 5 


X 


ComCarDiv 15 


X 


ComCarDiv 17 


1 


ATG-1 


1 


aTG-2 


1 


CVG-2 


X 


CVG-7 


1 


CVG-9 


I 


CVG-15 


X 


CVG-19 


1 


CVG-101 


X 


CVG-102 


X 


CVG-11 


X 


ComFair Hawaii 


X 


USS MaAN (CVL-29) 


X 


USS KSI-JDOVa (CVS- 114) 


1 


USS BaIROKO (CVi.-ll5) 


1 


USS BaDOENG STHaIT (CVE-116) 


X 


USS SICILY (CVE-11$) 


X 


USS GILBERT ISL.wDS (CVE-107) 


1 


USS POINT CRU2 (CVE 119) 


X 


USS TRIPOLI (CVE 64) 


X 



mmmmmmat I 
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VC 3 
VC IX 

VC 35 
VC 6X 

CO, USS ESjBX (CVa-9) 
CO, USS KEaRSaRGS (CVA-33) 
CO, USS 0RI3ANY (CVii-34) 




U.S.S. VALL5Y FORGE (CVA-45) 
Care of Fleet Post Office . 

San Francisco, California CVJ^A?/ A9-4 





1 9 MAR 1953 



From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLSY F0RG3 (CVA-45) 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEV^N 

(2) Commander S3V3NTH FL33T 

(3) Commander Naval Forces FAR 3AST 

ih) Commander-in-Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj ; Action Report for period S February 1953 through 19 March 



Hef: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3A80.4 of July 1951 
Snel! (1) Air Group FIVE! Action Report 

1, In compliance with reference (a), the Action Report for the 
period 8 February 1953 through 19 March 1953 is submitted herewith. 



In accordance with Commander Task Force SiV^NTY S3V3N 
Confidential Dispatch $f2$f8{Zf4Z of February 1953 the U.S.S. VALL3Y 
F0RG3 (CVA-45) , Captain Robert E, DIXON Commanding, Rear Admiral 
Apollo S0UC3K Commander Carrier Division THRJSE, and GVG-5 embarked, 
departed Yokosuka , Japan for the Operating Area at 07001 on 8 . 
February 1953. 

On 11 February 195 3 at 07001 the ship joined Task Force 
SEVENTY SEVEN in Area S;^ar. 



The MISSION of this force is that assigned to the Carrier 
Group in Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN Operation Order No, 
2-52. 
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2-8-53: The Valley Forge departed Yolcosuka, Ja_ 
Combat Area in accordance with.CTF-77 Confidanti 
0208042 of February 1953. 

2-9-53: Enroute to Combat Area. Anti-aircraft firing and gen- 
eral drills were held. Air operations wera conducted in th« after- 
noon in the vicinity of southern Kyushu for refresher training of 
pilots, 

2-10-53: Snroute to Combat Area* In the vicinity of the Tsus* 
him straits a ^oint air defense excercise was conducted vdth the 
43rd Air Division of the Japanese Air Defense Force. A message 
received from the 43rd Air Division (1005 30Z of February) at the 
conclusion of this exercise is quoted: 



APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICIPATION IN JT EXBRCISE TODAY TOCH 



PROVIDED ESCELLENT TNG IN ALL PHASES AIR DEF. 

'•mile attempting to bring aboard his AD veith a rough running engine, 
ENS D.D. POULSON, of VF-54, was forced to ditch when, short in the 
groove, his engine failed completely. ENS POtlLSON was recovered 
ualnjured almost immediately by the Valley Forge helicopter. In 
addition to flight operations general drills were also conducted. 

2-11-53: The ship Joined Task Force 77 in Area Sugar at 07001. 
RADM A. SOUCSK relieved RADM R.F. HICKEY as Commander Task Force 
77. Ships present were the carriers U.S.S. VALL3Y FORGE (CVA-45) , 
TJ.S.S. KEASSARGS (CVA-33) , U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (GVA-47), U.S.S. 
ORISKAKY (CVA-34), the cruiser U.S.S. LOS ANGELES (CA-135), and 
various destroyers of the screening force, and the replenishment 
force. No air operations were held as the Task Force replenished. 

2-12-53: The Valley Forge celebrated her return to action by 
launching 84 sorties, 61 of them offensive missions, Pre-dawn 
hecklers started the days fire works by destroying 4 trucks and 
damaging 12, destroying or damaging 6 buildings plus several 
highway end rail cuts. Meanwhile, Jets from VF-51 on a reconn- 
aissance flight destroyed 7 supply shelters and made 3 highway 
cuts. The morning propeller flights although scheduled for a Close 
Air Support mission and a strike, were diverted due to bad weather 
in their target areas, and hit targets of opportunity destroying 
15 buildings and damaging 9 more. 
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The afternoon Jet strike was eancelled . Latar in tJle day a Propeller 
Close Air Support mission and strike were launched reporting 
destruction on 10 barracks, 9 buildings, a highway bridge and 3 
railroad cars. HADM R.F. HICK3Y, GOMC;\RDIV FIVE transfared his 
flag from the U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) to the U.S.S. ORISKAOT 
(CTA-34). The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-34) was detached from Task Force 
77 and departed for Tokosuka, Japan. 

2-13-53J The dawn hecklers, though hampered by. bad weather, located 
a gasoline truck caivoy destroying 7 trucks and damaging 3 more. 
Snow and f residing rain forced the curtailment of all further air 
operations for the day. General drills were conducted, 

2-14-53: Hecklers resumed operetions early this morning attacking 
trucks along the Main Supply Routes, destroying 8 and damaging 5 
more. The morning J'ets on 2 reconnaissance missions and Cherokee 
strikes, destroyed 5 buildings, 3 railroad cars, a supply shelter 
and made 1 rail cut. These were followed by a full scale Propeller 
strike which destroyed 12 buildings. The afternoon Panter strike 
along with strike and Close Air Support missions by Corsairs and 
Skyraiders brought the highest total destruction for the ship 
during its present tour. The following dispatch from ComCarDiv-3 
was received relative to todays operations, 

W3ATHSR REPORTS FROM MORNING HECKLERS WBRS SXCSLLM" X 
WELL DONE TO PILOTS AND COMMONICATIONS 

I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AWARE OF FACT THAT ADMINISTRATIVELY 
MY DIVISION WAS FINS X AFTER RECENT SPLENDID 

PBRFOro.^ANCE 3SPBCALLY TODAYS AM SATISFIED THAT I ALSO HAVE AN 
OUTSTANDING TACTICAL DIVISION X AH HIGHLY 

PLEASED WITH EACH SHIP AND AIR GROUP 

2-15-53: No air operations were held this date as the Task Force 
replenished. 

2-16-53: The morning hecklers found truck traffic heavy and their 
attacks accounted for more than 20 destroyed or damaged. They also 
destroyed 15 buildings and made several rail cuts. The morning Jet 
launch hit a Cherokee strip opposite the II ROK Corps with resultant 
destruction of several barracks and trucks. This event was closely 
followed by a Propeller Close Air Support mission and a strike in 
the front line area. In the afternoon, Jets flaw a reconnaissance 
mission against a marshalling yard in the Kowan area making several 
railcute and damaging 6 railroad cars and 10 buildings. In tlie last 
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Forge toaay lnolu<llnrr"tln9'Sil%""sJ''??JXf"" '""'^ 
=on«..ea. A total of I3 «l«lo22 o'f t\'4.'i^f|S?l'?e'"" 

sr.-iiif isi.?-- --x? Lis-- 

2-19-53: Eeplenished at sea. No air operationa were Held, 
biuiinis S'tS^aiSf/nL;?^ ^'^^^^^ supply 

. , or vj?-92, in the areas across from the TT Pftisr n^-r^rv^ ^ 

knocked out 6 bunkers and deatrovAd im\,ai,^« % I ^O^^o^ps, 

and Skyraiders on a strike dP^fSnvLf^^^ff^f °^ trenches. Corsairs 

«" hald due tojbsd weather over the 
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The Cherokee strikes had 27 hits in the target area with 2? bombs. 
In the meantime, Corsairs and Sityraidera were on e Gloss Air Support 
mission, strike and Cherokee strike. The combined dastruction for 
the thraa missions include 8 supply shelters, h buildings, 7 bunkers 
and 2 coastal batteries, Thg x-amaindar of tha afternoon missions 
were cancelled. The night hecklers v/sre la-onched, however, destroying 
4 trucks and 6 buildings. A total of 59 sorties were flown. VADM 
J.J". CLARK, Com7thFlt, visited tha Valley Forge this day, Tha U.S.S 
KSARSAHGS (CyA-33) was detached from TF-77 and departed for Yokosuka 
anroute to CONUS. The U.S.S. MISSOURI (BB-36) joined the Task Force. 

2_23-.53: No air operations were held as the Task Force replenished. 
Ships present were TJ.S.S. MISSOURI (BB-36), U.S.S, VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45), 
U.S.S. PHILTPFOT S2A {C'JA-kl) , U,S,S. LOS ANGSLSS (CA-135), and 
various ships of the screening force and replenishment force. AA 
firing at e drone was conducted after replenishment was cofupleted* 

2-2A-53: Air operations vi'srs resujaad with the morning hecklers 
destroying b buildings, 1 truck, and a factory. The early morning 
Jet reccnnaiasance end Propsiler strikes were diverted to their 
Weather Alternates due to weathor over tha target area. Later, 
strikes on a Close Air Support mission and Cherokee strikes destroyed 
46 buildings snA 2 mortar positions* While making a run on a group 
of buildings in the Wonsan erea^ ITJG MC ARTHURS' AD was hit by AA. 
He managed to reach Wonsan Harbor where he ditched his airplane and 
waa rocovared unin,1ured by b helicopter fron Yodo Island within 
15 minutes. LTJG HAWARD of was forced to ditch his Panter 

Jet on take off when a power failure occured. He was picked up 
immediately by the helicopter from the TT.s.S, ROCHiilSTSR {CA-124) . 
The Valley launched a total of 87 sorties today including ASP and 
CAP. 

2-25-53: A 0415 heckler launch started tha days air operations by 
attacking trucks along the east coast from Wonsan to Hamhung. Their 
efforts resultsa in deatroying or demeging, at least, 19 trucks and 
20 buildings. At 0700, two Jet reconnaissance flights, a Cherokee 
strike and a Close Air Support mission were launched. When the 
final results of thcsse cusislDris were tabulated tha Red forces were 
short 35 troops, a povfsr f^ub- station , ana 17 supply buildings. The 
afternoon s'-.rikes, both Jat and Propaller were aimed primarily at . 
supply buildings along r,h^ Main Supply Routes, of which 26 were 
destroyed and 23 damagftci. Usiiy secondary explosions and large secon- 
dary fires ware obser^^ea at the targets, 85 Sorties were launched, 
52 of them offensive missions, 

2-26-53: A total of 92 sorties wera launched today. 
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Starting with prs-dswn heckler flights which destroyed 7 buildings 
and a truck, the air group azpariancad a successful day. The morning 
Jet reconnaissance hops and strikes accounted for 7 more buildings 
and 8 supply shelters. The first Propeller launch sent Corsairs and 
Skyraiders on a Close Air Support mission and a Cherokee strike. 
Both assignments directly across the front lines from the II ROK Corps, 
resulted in the dest^ructlon of 15 vehicle shelters, 3 mortar positions 
and 25 yards of trenches. An afternoon Close Air Support mission in 
the same area accounted for 8 personnel shelters and 75 yards of 
trenches destroyed and 6 bunkars damaged. 

2-27-53: No air operations were held as the Task Force replenished, 

2-28-5 3 t Though hampered by n on- ope rational weather in the afternoon 
the Valley launched a total of 86 sorties. All strikes for the day 
ware diverted from their primary targets and Weather Alternates and 
targets of opportunity were hit. A total of 47 buildings and 1 
power plant destroyed were the results of the days activity. 



3-1-53: The days air operations ware initiated with a Jet reconn- 
aissance and Cherokee strikes which destroyed 5 buildings and 1 truck. 
This was followed by a Propeller Cherokee strike and Close Air Support 
missions. On return they ware assigned a special mission to silence 
coastal defense guns In the Wonsan Area. Due to intense smoke and 
dust the exact results could not be assessed. The afternoon Jet and 
Propeller hops accounted for many cava entrances being blocked or 
destroyed and a coastal battery being knocked out. The night hecklers 
found truck traffic exceptionally light destroying only 4 trucks and 
2 buildings. 

3-2«53: No air operations were held this date due to non-operational 
weather, 

3-3-53: No air operations were held this date as the Task Force 
replenished, 

3-4-53: Morning hecklers commenced air operations with strikes over 
the coastal Main Supply Houtes from Wonsan to the border destroying 
8 buildings, 6 railroad cars and 8 trucks. The uajor part of the 
days air operations were devoted to leaflet drops on the east coast 
of Korea from the bombline to the Yalu River. The leaflet drop 
was the first major drop by carrier based planes during the Korean 
Conflict. 
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«pI«i,heS,'" OP'"*!"". "PB hew tMB dat. a. the Isak Poro. 

with Skyraiders and Corsalrq T-r^rl i^K^ « c « ® event was coordinated 
was carried out sSooessluUy/X aorMf;®^^ 

Close Air Support mission in the x ! Propeller strikes were a 

in the II ROK Corps area! The aftarS^Jn ^ Cherokee strike 

W.5I and 7T.53 piovidinc flak siJJS««o. saw Eanthers from 

and one Hundred Two. T?f Propyl! erf onJ«°«i?'' ^"'^P 
Close Air Support, this time in fhfVS ^^^^"^ in on 

8 bunkers and 8 suppry^ilm^^s skvra°f?«.«"^i S^"" destroyed 
time were over a Red supply dS^^in^Sfi^r ^""^ Corsairs at the same 
destroyed 35 buUdlngs/ftJr?er5 ?a«e mef f ^^^^ 

explosions were also observed. nres. Two large secondary 

s^e^la'i ^^^oV^^^^^rr^^^^^ their efforts on 

south of Wonsan, Panthe? Jets «t JhS^®^ shelters in the area Just 
suppression for Corsairs and sjtS^Jh ^^"^^ providing 'flak 

Tifmo^Sng Close firiuBno^t^^r ORlSKfsrr 
the IX Corpe area, thf othet til were flown; one in 

were repeated again in the afternoon in ?L cf^®*. missions 
Close Afr support missions acooJntad'fi? ^ tJt^^.^'^P^ 
personnel shelters. 8 heavy moSJar If destruction of 22 

several large seooAdary explosions *^n aJJ^^nL^^S^ ^£ t^«achea ana 
Corsairs and Skyraiders destroyed 32 MuJiJv Kn?,^?®^°^^^ «*^i^e 
resulted in several lar«e saon^flL^ buildings, all of which 

of this mission «lipe?ifr l?rike' ^T^J^H^^^m^v^*^*^" controlled 
flying his Panther Jet on a atr?lr« Yul^ J Iv^^S^^^' VF-51» while 
in action when he failed to lecovlr^f?L m 0^°*^^°"^^^ ^ill^d 
lU sorties were flown inc?udiT?^L^ Sf^htl'^'^' 

cM^AS?^\i1h?l! TlltL^l', l1^so\^\^irw%^?e^^I™«^^«^ 
>™ll-53: No air operations were held as the Task Force replenished 

r;pi;^i^ihe?°af seaT'''*'°°' " the Task Force 

daTa"l'^^p:j*Jlorwe?e'"li:i?^a' VoTl llL'.'t T'^^tf ^^iroughout the 
ana ASP missions. J-^^itied to 61 sorties including regular CAP 
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On tilt, morning P^^ launch Corsairs and Skyraidara hit a North 

Xor aan reat" "ffaniri ■ '\is«d f or ijteroas-crt: e s e JJ DmaajilaOo^ 

9n4 North Korean Porcas who have shot^down an allied plane. After 
the strike a new rest oamp was~inl>Har and uMOT 
would shoot, no more, the oamp iras lepmpletely deetroyed. in the 
meantime othar Skyraidars and Corsairs on a Close itr Support mission 
in the II ROK Corps arM destroyad supplies and personnel shelters. 

3-14-531 Morning heoklers on an Blectronio Counter Measures mission 
resumed air operations at G415. The heoklers found very little truck 
traffic due to the heavy snow fall of the previous day. Panther Jets 
flew flak suppression for the morning Propeller strike on a troop 
billeting area in Hongwon, destroying 10 buildings. In the afternoon 
Skyrsiders and Corsairs flew a Cherokee mission in support of the I 
TT.S. Corps, destroying supply shelters and personnel shelters. 
Several Navel Gun Fire missions were flown during the day, A total 
of 111 sorties were flown, 101 of them eoiiibat missions. 

3-15-53! No air operations were held as the Task Force replenished. 
At approximately 15361 the TJSS VAIIEY FORGE with CoinCarDiv-3 embarked, 
and the TTSS MADDOI (DD~731) in company was detached from Task Force 77 
to prooead to Hong Kong via Sasebo in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 
120612Z. BADK f . HICKBT USN ComCarDiv-5 on board the USS ORISKANY 
(CTA-34] i'«Hav<|d BADM A, SOUCSK USN, ComCarDlv-5 as CTF-??, 

3-16-53? Arrivei Sasebo at 08561, detached the USS MADDOI {DD-731). 
Departed Saaabo for Hong Kong at 13001. 

3-17-53: Bnrouta.Hong Kong. 

3-18-53? Snroute Hong Kong. Bendeasvous was effected with the USS 

PHILLIP (r)r>B-498) at 0500H and elements of Patron kb at 0700H, who are 
to eseort the Valley Forge to Hong Kong, Captain R.B. DIXON conducted 
Personnel Inspection in the forenoon. Memorial services for LTJG 
DAYBNPORT and LTJO GSDNSY were conducted by the ships Chaplain following 
the personnel inspection. A smoker was held in the afternoon 

3-19-53: Arrived Hong Kong 1402H, 
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PART III 
ORDNANCE MATSRLAL AND EQUIIMEIJT 
1. The following ordnance was expended during this operating period 



5"/38 Caliber 



Bombs 
2000// OP 
1000# GP 
500# GP 
25 0# GP 
100 i# GP 
22p#260 Frag 
100# Incendiary 

Rockets 
3.5" Solid 
3.5" Smoke 
H7AR 
ATAR 

A/C Para. Flares 
Napalm 
Leaflet Bomb 
Depth Bomb 350# 

Guh Ammunition 
20MM 

50 Caliber 



179 
2031 



AIRCRAFT 



22 

375 

1,038 

3,586 

1,^69 

799 

132 



19 

16 

364 

282 

272 

13 

215 

A 



228,310 
200,970 

PART IT 

BATTLB DAMAGE 
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PART V 

PSRFORMANCS OF PSRSONNSL AND CASUALTIES 

Performance of personnel during this second tour in the operating 
area was excellent. Commander Task Force 77 massage 14112$('Z of March 
1953, addressed to the Yalley Forge is quoted: 

THIS HAS BESN A LONG HARD TOUR BUT YOU HATS '.VITHSTOOD IT LIK3 
THB TRUE TffiTERAN THAT YOU ARB I YALLSY F0RO3 V/ITH HBR FIN3 AIR 

GROUP IS NOW THS HUB OF THIS BIG TMHBSL AND CTF ?? PROUD' TO FLY 

HIS FLAG FROM A SPOKE I MY COMPLIMSNTS ON YOUR JSXELL3NT P^RFORMANCS 

LAST FIVB WSBKS X TfllSH YOU GOOD TIMS FORTHCOMING VISIT 

The ship's company, consisting of 648 petty officers and 1398 
non-rated men, proved adequate. During this period only 24 enlisted 
personnel were transferred, 10 to be absent only temporarily on leave. 
22 Men were reoeived aboard for duty, 10 of whom returned from temp- 
orary additional duty. Hie relative permanency of personnel that 
these figures indicate is one of the blessings and advantages of being 
in the Combat area. 

A critical shortage is developing in the electronic technician 
rating, particularly is senior supervisory personnel, A ground camera 
repairman (PH-3992) is still urgently required. 

Morale continued to be excellent. A minority of the crew was 
affected' by a slight increase noted in the number of divorce cases 
and domestic problems. Emergency leave requests posed a major morale 
problem since they were received in a relatively l?rRe number during 
this operating period. All were carefully screened and in 8 cases 
approval was recommended and granted, 9 other requests were dis- 
approved since they failed to fulfill the Commanding Officer's 
interpretation of the criteria established by the Area Commander. 
Those emergency leave requests rejected were xEarginal cases and the 
men involved are potential sources of discontent and dissatisfaction 
in spite of explanations of policy and all the factors considered. 

LTJG Howard Waurice DAVENPORT, JR., USN, 5034/1310, VF-54. On 4 
March 1953, while flying an AD4, flight purpose 1T3, he received AA 
damage which set his plane afire. Attempting to effect landing on an 
emergency air strip, he lost control of his plane and crashed into 
the water at high speed. His body was not recovered, LTJG DAVENPORT 
was reported icilled. 
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LTJCt Kendall Courtney GSDKSY, USN, 532820/1310, VF-Sl. On. 9 
Msroh 1953, %vhile flying an F9J~5, flight purpose ITl , IT CtTSDNSY 
was apparently hit by AA for he was last seen in his dive and was 
not heard from again, A hot-burning firs, rasembliag a crashed air- 
craft, -was spotted after the flight leader *a reco^ary, LTJG GiSDNSY . 
Vvas presumed killed in the crash for a further search disclosed no 
survivors in the vicinity and confirmed the fact tnat an aircraft had 
crashed. 



Recrea tloa Motion pictures continued to be the most popular ■ 
form of shipboard entertainment. Six to eight films , shovm in 
different locations about the ship, ware scheduled. nightly to provide 
the maximum availability. 

The stock of Hobby-craft supplies, replenished during the last 
in-port period J was almost exhausted again as the craw purchased over 
*2000,00 worth of model boats ships and airplane kits. Japanese 
Tiranufactured model ki1;s proved as satisfactory and popular as the 
V,3. product, and are much cheaper. 



The two-channel shipboard radio station , operating over the P30 
system, continued its contribution to morale. One channel is tuned 
to AFRS programs, and the other furnishes live shows, from 06l5 to . 
taps, featuring musical talent in the ersTv, disk jockeys and sport 
and news roundups. 

The Crew's Lounge and Library have been opened during normal 
working hours, in addition to the regular sftar-hours periods, as a 
result of the extended and irregular operating hours required of the 
ship. Both have been utilized to a much greater extant. Tfee stock 
of magazines is good, and replenishment by mail has' been reasonably 
prompt . ^ 

Religious Activitie s The religious program consisted of Protestant ^ 
devotions at 0700 and 2130, and Oatholio Mass at 0630, with Rosary , 
aarvioes at 1830 each week day. Bible classas were held on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 2000. Protestsnt Choir practice \'va.'5' held on 
TusiSday at 1930. Sunday Services consistiagof Prot'"i3t£«t Di-cine 
Services at 0900, 1A30 and 2030,. and Sunday School at 1000; and of 
Catholic Masses at 0630, 0900, and U30, and Rosary 3-3rvicss at 1S30, 

The Catholic Chaplain heard regular confessions on Saturday evening / 
arid at any time on request. Regular office hours ^vere observed daily 
by each Chaplain and daily visits ware made to the siclc bay and to the 
yi'ig. The lecture, "Marriage and Family Life", has been presented 
fo about half the crew and will be continuad until sll have had an \. 
.■ opnrtuni ty to hear it. 
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Training . The ship's training room was in constant use for 
lectures, demonstrations and projection of training films. Most of 
the training program has been conducted on the division level by 
division officers; however, classes in beginning and advanced algebra, 
and a class in beginninf German, have been inaugurated. 198 CtlD 
Test Sections were administered during this operating period, and 
UO USAFI courses applied for. 

Public Information . Activities during this period are summarized 
as follows: 

5 News feature stories and layouts. 
11 News Photo releases. 
1 Magazine' article and layout 
30 Horaetowners (roster and form stories) 
. 109 Pasture Stories to FHTNC 
38 Hornet owner photographs 

305 "Letters Home** from the Commanding Officer, 
/ PART VI 

■ ■ . GiSNjlRAL COMTSNTS 

OPERATIONS DSPARTMiSM' 

CIC {Combat Information Center) 

The pheiiomenon of tra oping or ducting of radar energy hss been 
prevalent on a number of days during this period on the "line". 
Extremely long ranges iiave been noted on the air search radar. In 
one instance a PB-IW was detected and tracked from a range of 110 
miles at an altitude of 3000 feet. ' On the same day land appeared at 
a range of 125 miles. 

Difficulty still exists in detedting and tracking Jet aircraft 
Without IFF. Fair results have bean obtained on days when ducting 
was evident. 

Video returns on Jets in groups of four and six have been obtained 
at maximum ranges of 50 miles at altitudes betwien 15,000 and 30,000 
feet using the height system of the SX fed into the PPI . Targets were 
detected first on the RHI scope due to the better definition. Since 
the sweep on the PPI was generated by the height system, it is 
relatively easy for a skilled operator to detect prooTr bearings by 
checking the position of the sweep at the instant the target appears 
on the ran. Due to the high Pulse Repetition Rate of the height 
system, all contacts on the PPI are blurred. 
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Wonsan, Hanihung, Hungham and sovaral other main rail ana tranpoortatlon 
centers still continue to be heavily defended as are all the major 
MSR*s south and west of Wonsan.^ Coordinated events ware designed to 
suppress flak in certain selected areas for Cherokee strikes. These 
events were significant in that the coordination was between the Air 
Groups of the U.S.S. VALL3Y FORGS (CVA-45) and the U.S.S. ORISFCANY 
(CVA-34) I each flying flak suppression for the other. These events 
proved highly successful though carried on without the benefit of 
Joint briefings. 

Weekly Meetings . Periodic meetings between the Staff Intelligence 
Officers and the Ship's Intelligence Officers have clarified many of 
the small details of daily operations. It is recommended that weekly 
meetings be held between all the Intelligence Officers on the operating 
carriers, thus clarifying the Staff's desires as to Strike flash 
Reports, damage assessments, target selections, coordinated strikes, 
flak, and any other currently important intelligence matters. 

Damage Assessment . The primary missions daring the period of this 
report have bean Cherokee strikes and close air support. Damage 
assessment has been very difficult ori Cherokee strikes due to the 
nature of the targets and the fact that there is no air controller. 
Air controllers on Close Air Support missions have heretofore been 
^.ivlng the damage assessment as a percentage effectiveness and a 
percentage coverage of the target area. Fifth Air Force is now trying 

to standardize their method of damage assessment so that we can get 
a more accurate picture of actual damage done. This will be a great 
aid in making a more accurate strike flash report and a great morale 
builder for the pilots. 

Daily Intelligenca Summary . A daily intelligence summary is given 
by the Ship's Intelligence Officer over the IMC circuit to all officers 
and men. It Includes a sumnwry of the days operations, a short 
schedule for the next day, and any intelligence information that has 
been cleared for common usage. This has been a great. help in keeping 
everyone Interested in the overall picture. 

Hong Kong . A twenty page general information Hong Kong booklet was 
prepRrad by this office on our impending visit to that port. It 
w&s found that the print shop can give excellent service on large 
quantity production and that enough booklets should be printed so that 
ell hands have an individual copy. 
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R ao omfaanda tl on . It is strongly recommended that the ship's 
Intelligence Officer board the current operating carrier each time 
the ship joins CTF-77 after its period of upkeep. This procedure 
will insure that the ship has the very latest intelligence infor- 
mation and will facilitate a smooth first day of operations, 

DAMAGE IKFLICTBD OH TIIE ENEMY 



DESTROYBD DAMAGED 



OXCARTS 


1^ 


13 


SUPPLY DUMPS 


0 


4 


AMMO DUMPS 


1 


0 


RR CARS 


39 


12k 


LOCOMOTIVES 


1 


u 


RR BYPASSES 


1 


1 


RR BRIDGES 


2 


10 


HI WAY BRIDGES 


4 


1 


TRUCKS 


86 


60 


HIWAY BYPASSSS 


0 


15 


7/AR^iOUSES 


2 


4 


GUN WLACEMIDNTS 


34 


16 


PO\'fBR INSTALLATIONS 


1 


1 


FACTORIBS 


1 


0 


BUNKERS 


33 


25 


BARRACKS AND BLDGS 


766 


179 


SUPPLY SH]1;LT3^S 


68 


58 


PERSONNEL SHELTERS 


42 


0 


VEHICLE SHELTERS 


20 


8 


CAVES 


24 


3 


MCNE AREAS 


1 


0 


TROOPS laLLED 


40 




HIWAY CUTS 39 






RR CUTS 111 






YARDS OF TRSNGHBS DESTROYED 637 




TOTAL SORTIES 1*830 







IHOTO INTSRPRETATIOIS 



Forty-nine photographic lalssions were flown during the operating 
period with target search as the primary atission. Camouflage is 
being used effectively by the enemy. Buildings are hidden in valleys, 
under trees or ape revetted. Many are earth covered with shrubs 
planted on the roofs. Installations of this type are usually dispersed 
to preclude destruction of more than one buildings in a single strafing 
or bombing attack. 



SEGUKCTY INFORMATI ON 



16 




Ser 

sSSSPrKS-ORMJOTOH 

Xfioraased ufie of anall Tillages Tor storage has b^en observed. 
AttacKs on thaae villages have resulted in large secondary explosions 
and gasoline or oil fires. Villages of this type are frequently 
found near a main supply route and are further identified by heavy 
track activity and lack of clutter observed in a typical Korean 
village. 

An effort to acquaint pilots with the capabilities and limitations 
of photo interpretation has been made. It is recommended that all 
pilots become familiar with the function of photographic interpreta- 
tion prior to their departure from the U.S.. In almost every case, 
assigned targets are discovered through photography, the pilots are 
briefed from photography and supplied photographs of the target for 
use during the actual attack* In several cases, pilots familiar with 
photo interpretation have easily identified installations unfamiliar 
to the photo Interpreter, thus increasing the value of the jdiotography. 

Snlargements {l^xZk) of 8x10 target mosaic negatives are being 
used to brief pilots. These enlargements have proven to be of great 
assistsace in the case of small or camaouflaged targets. This ship 
maintains a file containing the latest photographic coverage of each 
area. The plotting system used is an acetate overlay on a 1:250,000 
chart with the HTM grid. Since this system is common in the Far 
Eastern Area; it is recommended that plot sheets be copied at a 1 to 
1 scale on a chart utilizing the xn!M grid to facilitate plotting. 

During the operating period, photographic interpretation dispatch 
reports averaged 1,000 characters per dispatch. This includes numerals 
and letters. In the encrypting process, each letter and number is 
spelled out to prevent garbles. This further increases the length 
of the dispatch. There are ten regular addressees to this dispatch 
in addition to the other carriers which. are in the operating area. 
The first phase photographic interpretation dispatch report is 
primarily for tactical information. However, during inspection of the 
photography, strategic information is also obtained and reported in 
conjunction with tactical information. The reporting of strategic 
information is a function of second phase photographic interpretation. 
Current photographic interpretation publications require the dissemin- 
ation of second phase interpretation reports by mail. It is therefore 
believed that the communication load could be considerably reduced by 
the use of a mailgram which would contain all strategic information. 
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Visual, Visual communications were highly satisfactory except during 
Inolement weather whan visibility was seriously restricted. A 
aummsry of fflessages handled by signal personnel follows: 

ICSTHOD RBOi;iTSD TRAKSMITTBD TOTAL 



Flashing light 683 207 S90 

Nancy lii9 81 230 

Flaghoist _Jt ^ 58 
Total 



IT^ 

AIR DEPARTMSNT 



Air Department operations during this operating period have 
been routine. 

Present scheduling calls for four to twenty Jet aircraft to be 
launched for flak suppression fifteen to thirty jninutes after the 
strike launch is begun. With the Task Force conventionally turning 
out of the wind immediately after the strike is launched, the atten- 
dant heel of the Ship causes movement of Jet aircraft with wings 
folded to be extremely hazardous. Consequently, the deck spot is 
committed to "dead packing" the flak suppression Jets aft of the 
Props. When wind across the deck or the size of the Prop launch 
makes the deck run critical, catapulting of the first few Props is 
required. On only a few occasions has this been necessary but the 
low-wind summer months will dictate this type of launch more frequent- 
ly, TO prevent "blowlnft down" both catapults one cat is used for Jets 
and one for the first Propellers, launching both types simultaneously, 
one aspect of this type of spot is that It reduces the use of the 
deck-edge elevator in bringing I9000 pound Jets to the flight deck. 

Difficulty has been experienced in obtaining "live" bungse for 
fabrication of forged-eye pendant arrestors. One day's operation 
was carried out utilizing used F9S' inner tubes as a substitute for 
bungee. Three inner tubes with two nylon webbing grommet* and nylon 
seizing holding the tubes together were used. Sight to twelve suc- 
cessful arreatings of the pendant were obtained. 

Two F9F hook point failures were experienced resulting in strike 
damage to the aircraft. The annealed hook points have not yet been 
received. 

For the first time this deployment, an H03S-1 equipped with metal 
rotar blades has been assigned. A full allowance of fabric blade spares 
is aboard but no metal blade spares are stocked. 
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The assignment to carriers of hellooptara equipped with fabric rotor 
blades Is considered desirable for two reasons: (1) it Is the opinion 
of Valley Forge pilots that greater pilot fatigue is induced when 
flying a helicopter equipped with metal blades, and (2) the engaging 
and disengaging of the rotor is jsueh more hazardous with metal blades. 



GUNNIBRT DBFARmBNT 

Deck Evolutions . Nine replenishments ware conducted, 
summary of replenishment data follows: 

FUBL OIL AND AVIATION GASOLINS 



A brief 



DATS 


SHIP 


QUANTITY 






2-11-53 


TTSS 


MISPILIION (AO-105) 


8281.85 


Bbls 


Oil 








45000 


Gals 


Gasoline 


2-15-53 


TJSS 


GUADALUPE (AO-32) 


5647.16 


Bbls 


Oil 








107000 


Gals 


Gasoline 


2-19-53 


TJSS 


KASKASKIA (AO-27) 


4A97.83 


5bls 


Oil 








203660 


Gels 


Gasoline 


2-23-53 


uss 


MISPILLION {AO-105) 


6605.28 


Bbl8 


Oil 








96030 


Gals 


Gasoline 


2-27-53 


TJSS 


MISPILLION (AO-105) 


7123.60 


Bbls 


Oil 






GUADALUPE (AO-32) 


159700 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-3-53 


USS 


5588.31 


Bbls 


Oil 








lOAOOO 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-7-53 


uss 


GUADALUPE (AO- 32) 


5608.83 


Bbls 


Oil 








186130 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-11-53 


uss 


MANATEE (AO-53) 


4690.19 


Bbls 


Oil 








111000 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-15-53 


uss 


KASKASKIA (A0.27) 


5294 


Bbls 


Oil 








11430 


Gals 


Gasoline 



AMMUNITION 



D-ATB 

2-11-53 
2-15-53 
2-19-53 
2-23-53 

2- 27-53 

3- 3-53 
3-7-53 
3-11-53 
3-15-53 



SHIP 

USS RAINIER (AB-5) 
USS RAINIER (AE-5) 
USS VIRGO {AKA-20j 
USS CHARA (AKA-58) 
USS RAINIER (AS-5} 
USS RAINIER (AE-5) 
USS VIRGO {AKA-20) 
USS CHARA (AKA-58) 
USS CHARA (AKA-58) 



QUANTITY 

80 Tons 
140 Tons 
298 Tons 
130 Tons 
165 Tons 
154 Tons 
130 Tons 
203 Tons 
108 Tons 



TRANSfBR RATS 

66.6 tons/hr. 
118.7 tons/hr. 

119.2 tons/hr. 
111.1 tons/hr. 

97.1 tons/hr, 

136.3 tons/hr, 

113.4 tons/hr. 
166 tons/hr. 
132 tons/hr. 
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DAT3 

2-11-53 

2- 19-53 

3- 3-53 
3-15-53 



SHIP 

USS ALUDRA 
USS ALUDRA 
USS ALUDRA 
USS ALUDRA 



PROVISIONS 



gUANTITY TRANaF3R RATS 



(AF-55) 
(AF-55) 
(AF-55) 
(AF-55) 



51.5 Tons 60 tons/hr. 

k7 Tons 56 tons/hr. 

39 Tons 78 tons/hr. 

113 Tons 108 tons/hr. 



AVIATIOK SUPPLIiiS 



DATE SHIP QUANTITY TRANSfSR RATS 

2-15-53 USS CH0UER5 (AR7-1) 15 Tons 33.3 tons/hr. 

On 17 ocoasions destroyers cams alongside for high-line transfers 
of personnel, light freight and guard mall. 

Gunnery axerclses . AA firing at towed sleeves was conducted in area 
LOVE on 9 February while enroute Yokosuka to the Task Force, The 
period was of 2 hours duration. Firing was conducted on 3 replenish- 
ment days using condition 3 watch personnel. This procedure provides 
excellent training for those who will be called upon to fire the first 
rounds in event of a surprise attack. The interest and competitive 
spirit stimulated between the sections of the condition 3 watch are 
evident and gratifying. 

During this period on the "line" all Line Heads of Departments 
have been qualified in replenishment ship approaches. 

SUPPLY DBPARTOSNT 



Aviation Supply . During this period, non-allowance list spares 
continued to be the primary cause of AGOG. The 17 n on -allowance 
list items requested on an AGOG basis will be reported in the quarterly 
usage report to AMO Oakland, 

Ten items of aviation spares were furnished to other carriers, seven 
for AGOG. 

Provisions Replenishment . During this period provisions were 
replenished three times with a total of 137.5 tons being supplied of 
the 196.5 tons requisitioned. 

The policy of the reefers to deliver a mixture of dry, frozen and 
chill items in the same sling precludes expeditious stowage on the 
receiving ship as considerable time is wasted in segregation into 
proper categories. Likewise, surveys of thawed items are considered 
excessive due to the reefers "breaking out" in early morning with 
ultimate delivery In late afternoon. 
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M3DICAL D2FAR1ISSNT 

The general health of the air group and ship's company has beengood. 
There were ninety admissions to the sick bay during the period of this 
report which were classified as aedioal. , During the first few days 
of operations after the last in-port period, there were a consider- 
able number of upper respiratory infections, influenza-like In char- 
acter, accompanied by gastroenteritis. Most of these were handled 
as outpatients, only two being severe enough to require admission to 
the ward. No further incidence of these cases has arisen. Other 
acute upper respiratory infections (common cold, etc.) however, continue 
to lead in the number admitted to the alclc list, and comprise the 
greatest percentage of cases seen and treated as outpatients at sick 
call. 

The number of casualties due to shipboard accidents has been very low 
Minor seven (7); major one (1), 

There were three patients received from other ships for treatment. 
Included in this number is a pilot of Fighter Squadron rJirTTiTY-TH". "h; , 
rescued by a Canadian DD3, The other two cases were contusion, right 
wristj and appendicitis, acute, nee, both received from destroyers. 

Medical department personnel shortage continues to be an acute problem. 
It has been an arduous task to perform the requirements of the 
department with only bO% of allowance on board. 

Venereal Dlaaaaa 

The following is a tabulation of venereal disease incidence for the 
period 25 iTanuary 1953, to 10 March 1953. During this period the 
ship had its second In-port period in Yokosuka, from 25 January to 
8 February 1953. 

Syphilis 0 

Chancroid 15 
Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus - - _ _ 16 
Urethritis, acute, non-gonoooccic , aec - - -124 
Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec - - 7 

For comparative purposes, venereal incidence during the last reported 
period, from 1 January 1953, to 25 January 1953, was as follows: 

Syphilis q 
Chancroid 2 

Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus - - _ _ 7 

Urethritis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec - - - 46 

Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec - - 3 
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It is noted that tha Incidence of urethritis, acute, non-gonococcic , 
nec, for the present operating period is roughly three times what it 
was in the pravious action report embracing the dates I January to 
25 January 1953. There have been twice the number of admissions for 
urethritis, acute, due to gonoooccus; and prostatitis, acute, non- 
eonocoGClc, nec, in comparison to the corresponding admissions of the 
last operating period. 

This does not reflect an increasing Incidence of VD among all personnel 
aboard. It can be attributsd to two factors; 

a. The in-port porlod in Yoicosuka, proceeding the present cruise 
was twice as long as the first in-port period in Yokosuka, preoeeding 
the pra-7ious cruise. 

b. There are nineteen cases of resistant urethritis, acute, non- 
gonococcic, nec, and prostatitis, acute, non-gonococcio , nec, included 
in the present action report stemming 'rom from sexual contacts made 
during the first Yokosuka in-port period in December 1952. 

Vhsn these factors are considered, it becomes apparent that venereal 
incidence has not inci-eased, but has remained at its former low level, 
which is considered a favorable commentary on the effectiveness of 
the VD educational program to-date. 

Air Group 

Twenty- eight pilots and three (3) aircrewmen were grounded. Two 

(2) pilots for chort periods, and two (2) for long periods. The 
aircrewmen were being grounded for an extended time. 



3NS D.P. POULSON, 400956/1325, USNH, ditched an off the port' 

quarter due to engine failure when attempting an emergency landing 
on 10 February 1953. He escaped with minor lacerations of head and 
neck, and was rescued by helicopter, 

WJG T.B. HAYWAPD, 498206/1310, USN, f^ustained a savara laceration of 
his ton^ve, contusion over his left eye, multiple contusions of his 
right shoulder and rib cage, when his F9F-5 crashed into the water 
immediately after being catapulted. He was soon rescued by h»licopter 
on 24 February 1953. 
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ITJG K.Y. MC ARTHUR, 521674/1310, USN, escapadl uxiinjurad following 
his ditcMng an AD-it in Wonsan Harbor on 24 February 1953, follovdng 
engine failure due to being hit by eneiiLy gunfire. 

LTJG H.M. DAVSNPORT, JR., 503413/1310, USN, was .nission and presumed 
drowned as ha was seen entering the water in his AD-4 which had bean 
hit by enemy gunfire North West of Wonsan, Korea, on k March 1953. 

LTJG J.B. OVERTON, 496981/1315, USNR, sustained first and second 
degree burns on his face, hands and thighs, and ruptured quadriceps 
tendon on 4 March 1953. His F4T7 caught fire due to enemy gunfire 
near Wonsan. He parachuted and landed on the beach, however, his 
parachute only partially opened. He was rescued by helicopter from 
the USS LOS ANGSLES (CA-135) while his wingman, LT L,A. H3NiCB, 
406945/1315, TTSNR, flew RSSCAP, 

3NS D.A. BRTLA, 40S037/1325, USNR. sustained a simple strain-fracture 
of the left isohiura on 5 March 1953, when his F4tT flipped over on its 
back as he was pulling oat of a dive. The ailerons froze and ha was 
unable to roll out to an upright position. Recovery was accomplished 
by then pulling through a half-loop or split "S". He was transferred 
to the U.S. Naval Hospital, Tokosuka, Japan. 

LTJG K.C. GEDN3Y, 532820/1310, USN, was missing in action on 9 March 
1953, as his plane apparently failed to pull out of a dive in the 
presence of heavy enemy anti aircraft fire over Korea. 

In was noted that symptoms of chronic fatigue developed after the 
first twenty-one days on the line. Morale, motivation, were markedly 
lowered during the latter part of* the cruise. Although pilot per- 
formance was not measurably affected, it is believed that continued 
extension of tours over three weeks may result in a significant drop 
in performance not only of pilots, but also of flight and hangar 
deck personnel. This observation has also been made by other carriers 
in their previous action reports. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

NAVWatDlVfNST 5500.1 
^ fty: Oft-09B92C 



Tromt CounandlEig Officer, U.S.S. VALLS7 fCkXSB (C7A45) 
Tos Chief of NaYal Operations (Op- 55) 
Via: (1) ComiBander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces FAH EAST 

(4) Commander-in-Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Snbjs Action Report for the period 20 April 1953 through 
17 Hay 1953; report on 

Ref : (a) OPNAV Inst 3480.4 of July 1951 

Ends (1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report 

1* In compliance with reference (a), the lection Heport for 
this eonnand for the period 20 April 1953^through 17 May 
X953 is subnltted hsrenith. 



on 22 April 1953, the DSS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) Commanded Ijy 
Captain Robert E. DIXON, USN, with RADM Apollo SOUCBK, USN. 
Commander Carrier Division THREE, and Carrier Air Group FIVE, 
embarked: joined Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in accordance with 
CTF 77 dispatch 160953Z of April 1953. Task Force SEVEHJY- 
SEVEN, when joined by the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) vas 
composed of the DSS ORISKANY (CVA34), OSS PRINCETON (CVA37),^ 
USS NEW JERSEY (BB62), USS LOS ANGELES (CA135) and various 
ships of the Screening Force. 

The mission of this Force in general terms Is to conduct 
air and surface operations off the coast of Korea In order 
to support U.N. forces in Korea, and to support the poll^ 
of the United States in the Far East. 



PART I 



COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 
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PARI II 

chroholog; 

la order to reduce duplication, the chronology noraally 
inelnded in enclosure (1) is contained In the fallowing: 

4-20-53 s At 0700X. departed Tokostika, Japan fo'r the for- 
ward area. Conducted general drills* 

4-21-53: Bnroute to forward area. Hendezvonsed with USS 
ERBEV (DD63I). Conducted refresher air operations and 
general drills. 

4-22-53: Joined Task Force 77 In area Sugar, Ho air 
operations were conducted as the Task Force replenished. 
BADH A. SOUCEK, COMCABDIV THREE, relieved RADH ^. F. 
HIQKEY, COMCARDIV PIVB as Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. This ship replenished from the USS ALSXEDE (AF48}, 
USS H&NATEE (A056), and USS IIOUNT BAKER (AE4). The USS 
ERBEN (DD631) was detached. The USS ORISKAHY (CVA34) with 
COIfCARDIV FIVE embarked, departed Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

4-23- 53 J Air operations coav&enced at 0230 witli the launch- 
ing of the hecklers and DA3^». Hecklers bombed a railroad 
tunnel at Sottgjin and strafed supply bnildings at Iwon. 
The main effort of the day was against a Cherokee target 
north of the I U.S. Corps. A total of 51 Jet and propeller 
planes bombed and strafed personnel and supply shelters in 
this area. Skyralders hit coastal gun positions at Wonsan 
and teamed up with Corsairs to fly Close Air Support for 
the IX ffnd X t7.8. Corps. The USS LOS ANGELES (CA135) and 
USS NEW JERSEY (BB62) departed the Task Force. A total 
of 109 sorties were flown. 

4-24-53: Pre-dawn hecklers bombed and strafed a small 
marshalling yard and storage buildings kt Sinp'o, trucks at ^ 
Kowon, storage buildings, a locomotive and boxcars in the 
vicinity of Tanch'on. Panther Jets bombed and strafed a 
supply area 5 miles south of Piakch*ong, a vehicle storage 
area 10 miles north of Hamhung and storage buildings 4 
miles south of Kowon and 14 miles west of Tanch*on, pro- 
peller planes bombed a storage area south of Pqkch'ong and 
flew Cherokee and Close Air Support Missions for the IX 
and X U.S. Corps. A total of 118 sorties were flown. 
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4-25-53: Early norniag hecklers bombed and strafed storage 
buildings northeast of Haahung and rail faelllties in the 
Kilehu area. Panther jets bombed and strafed supply build- 
ings on Hodo-Pando, at Tongeh*on, northirest of Songjln, a 
mine disposal area on Songjon-Pando, barracks buildings and 
supply shelters southeast of Wonsan and flew a Cherokee 
strike north of the I ROK area. Propeller planes flew 
Cherokee and Close Air Support strikes for the IX and X 
U.S. Corps, Naval Gunfire spot for the USS ST MUL (CA73) 
and bombed and napalmed a coastal defense complex on Hodo- 
Pando. The USS MANCHBSTEH (CI.83) joined the Task Force. A 
total of 119 sorties were flown. 

4-26-53: Ho air operations were conducted as the Task 
Force replenished. This ship replenished from the USS 
RAIKIER (AS5) and USS U&HATEE (A058). AA firing was eon- 
ducted after replenishsent. 

4-27-531 Air operations commenced at 0630. Panther jets 
bombed and strafed a railroad bridge 20 miles Qortfawest of 
Songjin, barracks 6 miles northwest of Wonsan and at Sang-ho 
on the coast south of Wonsan and Storage buildings at Tongeh'on. 
Propeller plaass bombed billeting areas southwest of Wonsan 
and 15 miles south of Tanch'on, caves and automatic gun 
positions south of Wonsan, a supply area south of Kojo and 
flew Close Air Support for the IX U.S. Corps. LT H. W. 
BNGBL (VF92) ditched his Corsair outside of the destroyer 
screen, due to engine failure after take-off. He was 
rescued, uninjured, by the PRIHCSTOM* s helicopter. A 
total of 89 sorties were flown. 

4-26-53: I«w ceilings and poor visibility limited air 
operations to targets near the coast. Strikes were flown 
against gun positions and a military area at Hodo-Pando, 
and supply buildings and shelters in the coastal towns 
below Wonsan. A total of 70 sorties were flown. 

4-29-53: Although a fall day's air operations were scheduled, 
lowering ceilings over north Korea limited sorties to ASP 
and Weather Reeco. The USS M&NCHESTER (CL83) departed the 
Task Force. A total of 4 sorties were flown. 

4-30-53: No air operations were conducted, as the Task 
Force replenished. This ship replenished from the USS VIHGO 
(AKA20) and USS NOVASOTA (AO 106). The USS HAVCHBSIER (CL83) 
joined the Task Force. 
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5-1-53J Air operations eoiBmenced at 0315 with the launching 
of the heck^lers and DASP. Pre-dawn hecklers hit storage taidcs 
and factory Imildings at Ch*ongjin and supply stacks at 
Tanch'on, Panther ieta bombed and strafed storage buildings 
on Bodo-Pando, a billeting area south of Wonsan, the &Bhuac 
vest air field, and flew flak suppression for the propeller 
planes« Corsairs flew Naval Gunfire spot for the US S HEW 
JERSEY (BB62) while Skyralders flew Close Air Support for the 
X t7,S. Corps* Both teamed up to hit ooaatal defenses on 
Kalma^Pando, Hodo-Pando and at Wonsan and on a Cherokee strike 
in support of the X U.S. Corps. The U3S . BHEHEBTOR (CAL30) 
Joined the Task Force. A total of I08 sbrtles were flown. 

5*>2-53: Pre-dawn hecklers boodied and strafed loeoBOtlYes, 
railroad ears and trucks along their reeeo roui«s« Panther 
Jets hit Chosen #1 power plant, a warehouse at Ch» iltong-ni, 
east of Yonthung, supply buildings south of Vonsan and flew 
flak suppression for the Cherokee strikes in support of the 
X U.S. Corps, Propeller planes bombed and strafed coastal 
"•positions on Hodo-Pando, boxcars southwest of Kllehu, storage 
buildings at Tanch'on and the coastal area sou^ of Wonsan 
and flew Cherokee strikes for the X U.S. Corps* The US8 
UANCHESTSR (CL83) and U5S BREilERION (GAI30) departed the Task 
Force. A total of 103 sorties were flown. 

5-3-53: Pre-dawn hecklers hit Chosen #1 power plant and rail 
facilities. Panther Jets boaibed and strafed si^pply and storage 
areas at Hungnam and Hiamhung, a power relay station at Hongnam 
and flew Cherokee and flak suppression nlsslons. Propeller 
planes hit coastal gun positions on abdo-Pando, a billeting 
area at Haiohung, an ammunition storage area southeast of 
Kilchu and flew Naval Gunfire spot for the USS NEW JEB8EY 
(BB62) and Close Air Support and Cherokee strikes for the X 
U.S. Corps. A total of 10? sorties were flown., 

5.4.53. No air operations were conducted, as the Task Foroe 
replenished. This ship replenished from the USS VIB60 (AEA20), 
USS MISPILLION (AO 105), and USS PICTOR (AF27). ' 

5-5-53? Air operations commenced with the launching of a 
combined strike of propeller and jet planes aimed at coastal 
defense guns in the Wonsan area and on Hodo-Pando. Propeller 
planes also flew Naval Gunfire spot for the USS NEW JERSEY 
(BB62) and USS BREMERTON (CA130). Dusk hecklers flew ECM 
missions and hit targets of opportunity on their reoeo routes. 
A tot^l of 121 sorties were flown. 
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5-6-55: Panther Jets on a Cherokee aisslon hit personnel and 
supply shelters north of the X ROK Corps area, made road cuts 
on Green 3* the naln supply route running vast jfron Wonsan and 
strafed coastal defenses on Hodo-Pando, Propeller planes 
flew Close Air Support for the IX U.S. Corps, Cherokee strikes 
north of the X U.S. Corps, bombed coastal defense positions 
on Hodo-Pando and nade road cuts on Green 3* I<oii ceilings 
caused cancellation of the dusk heckler missions. A total 
of 96 sorties were flown. 

5-7-53 s I»ow ceilings over Korth Korea curtailed air oper- 
ations* Both propeller and Jet planes hit targets in the 
Hambung area, bombing and strafing troop billeting and fflill- 
tary supplies, A total of 46 sorties were flown* The XB3 
ISm JERSEY (BB62) Joined the Task Force* Forty-seven 
students from the National War College were trs^nsferred by 
helicopters from the USS NEW JERSEY (BB62) to witness flight 
operations in the afternoon and were returned to the USS 
NEW JERSEY (BB62) upon completion of air operat,lons. The 
USS NEW JERSEY (BB62) departed the Task Force. ., The DSS 
BREMERTON (CAI30) Joined the Task Force. 

5-8-538 Ho air operations were conducted, as the Task Force 
replenished at sea. This ship replenished from the USS 
mSPILLIOH (AO 105) and the USS FIREDRAKE (AS14}« The USS 
BBSMEBIOH (CAI30) departed the Task Fores* 

5-9-53: Air operations commenced at 0315. Pre-dawn hecklers 
bombed and strafed buildings and trains between Sinch'ang-ai 
and aungnam. Panther jets rocketed and strafed supply and 
billeting area at Hamhung north and bombed a large warehouse 
south of Ibmhung and a large storage area south of fonsaa. 
Skyralders and Corsairs teaaed up to hit a Bllitary area at 
P'ungsang-ni, north of Hamhung and supply buildings west of 
Hamhong. A total of 65. sorties were flown. 

5-10-53$ Pre-dawn hecklers bombed and strafed storage build- 
ings and a railroad tunnel in the vicinity of mngnam. Low 
ceilings and poor visibility limited the remainder of the days 
air operations to CAS, ASP, and Weather Recco. A total of 
23 sorties were flown. The USS BREMERTOH (CAI30) Joined 
the Task Force. 

5-11-53: Non-operational weather caused cancellation of all 
missions except ASP and CAP. A total of 14 sorties were 
flown. 
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No air operations were tondtjcted , as the Task Force 
replenished at sea. Ihls ship replenished from the USS 
R&INIER (AE?) and the USS CIMARRON (A022). Connander, Carrier 
Division THREE and staff were transferred, via helicopter 
and the OSS RAIIflER (AB5) to the OSS PfiHTCETON (C7A37;. The 
USS BOXSR (CVA21), with RADU W. D. JOHHSON, Coanaader, 
Carrier Division ONE, entarked, Joined the Task Force. The 
USS BREMERTON (CAI30) departed the Task Force. 

5-13-53: • Hon- operational weather caused cancellation of 
early fflornlng missions. Air operations eoomenced at 0815. 
Panther Jets hit storage and supply Iniildings northwest of 
Tanch'on, south of Wonsan, at Haahung, Slneh'ang-nl and at 
Sanso-rl, northwest of Mayang-do, railroad cars at Kowon and 
flew flak suppression for the propeller planes and Cherokee 
strikes north of II ROK Corps area. Propeller planes flew 
ECM missions, Naval Gunfire spot for the USS BREMERTON (CAI30), 
Close Air Support and Cherokee Missions for the tX and Z 
U.S. Corps and bombed a military Tillage south of Wonsan. A 
total of 78 sorties were flown. 

5-14-53: Pre-dawn hecklers bombed and strafed boxcars at 
Hongwott and storage buildings in the vicinity of Hongnaa. 
Panther Jets hit a warehouse at Chlgyoog, west of Hungnam, 
supply buildings west of Kowon, on Hodo-Pando and in the 
coastal towns south of Wonsan, flew flak suppression for 
the propeller planes and a Cherokee strike north of the Z 
U.S* Corps area. Propeller planes bombed coastal defense 
positions on Hodo-Pando, flew Close Air Support for the 
II ROK and X U.S. Corps and Cherokee missions for the IX 
and X U.S. Corps. A total of 65 sorties were flown. At 
lOllI, the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) was detached from the 
Task Force and departed for Tokosuka, Japatt In company with 
™! (50794). At 13501, rendezvoused with l^e 

USS RAINIER (AE5) in area Sugar to take on aauimnitlon. 
Completed replenishing at 1503I and enroute to Yokosuka. 

5-15-53: Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. Launched one HRS and two 
H)5S-1 for Pohang fro« the vicinity of Tsushima Straits. 
AA firing practice was held in area George, the USS IBWIH 
(DD794) was detached. 

5-l6-53s Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. 

5-17-53! Arrived Yokos:aka, Japan. 
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ORDNANCE M&TERIAL AND EQinPHBNT 

The follonlng ordoaace was ezpeaded during this operating 
period. 



5"/38 Caliber 
40fflffl 



2000# GP 
1000# GP 
1000# SAP 
500# GP 
500# SAP 
250# GP 
100# GP 
220/260# Prag. 
100# Incendiary 

Rockets 

3.5" Solid 
3.5" Smoke 
5" HVAR 
5" ATAR 

A/C Parachute Flares 
Napalffl 

t^i^n AiMM aition 

20in» 
50 Cal. 



Ship 

48 

1,630 

Aircraft 

92 
.392 
3 

505. 
5 

2,613 
310 
162 
541 



47 
44 
254 
270 
291 
101 



162,366 
115,965 



The data on hang ordnance experienced during this period is 
included in enclosure (1). 

PART IV 
BATTLE DAMAGE 

The ship was not attacked during this period apd sustained no 
battle damage. 
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Damage Inflicted oa Comnaaist forces by Air Group FIVE Is la- 

clixSed in enclostire (1) of this report. 

Damage Inflicted on Air Group FIVE by Coafflunist forces is in- 

eltided in eaeleeure (1) of this report* 



The morale and performaQice of the ship and air group person- 
nel has been excellent during this period. 

The results of a eontlnous "on the job" training program was 
reflected In the excellent teamrork displayed by all personnel. 
An average of I963 ship' s company enlisted personnel was 
embarked of which 608 were petty off leers , 1355 non-rated men. 

During the operating period, 5 men were received; 11 transferred, 
41 men were absent on temporary additional duty at the connenee- 
ment of the period. 8 men returned and 9 others departed 
on TAD during the period. 

With an average of 608 petty officers and 1355 non-rated men, 
the overall on-board count proved adequate, A critical short- 
age still exists, however, in the ET ratings, as well as a 
shortage of FT ratings. A Ground Camera Repairman (PH-3992) 
is still urgently required. 

Morale was very good and showed no appreciable decline despite 
the short extension of the ship's tour In the WesPae Area. 
During the period, 6 men submitted requests for emergency 
leave. Only 1 request was disapproved as a result of not 
fulfilling the criteria esUblished by COMNAVPB. Two men were 
granted anmtal leave to the Philippine Islands. 

There was a total of 112 ship' s company officers on board 
during this period, 32 of whom are ensigns. Of that total 
figure 10 Lieutenants (junior grade), 3 Lieutenants and 1 
Lieutenant Coimiiander have orders for detachment. In view 
of these impending detachments of experienced officers, re- 
sponsible positions have, of necessity, been assigned to senior 
ensigns; several of which are Division Officers. 

Twenty- two wardroom guests from the Air Force syad Army were 
on board during this operating period. The duration of their 
stay varied between 3 and 9 days. 
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LT Happy W. ENGEL, 417784/1315, USNR, expepleaced power ' 
failure is his F4ir-4 after being latinehed fron tiie I^S VALLEY 
.FORGE (CVA45) on 27 April 1953. He accomplished a good water 
landing and was rescued tmlnjured by helicopter, 

PARI VI 

GENERAL COISHBRTS 

OPERATIONS BEPARTUBITf 

CIC 

Operations within CIC have been hornal throughout this period 
on the line. A three section watch schedule has been naln- 
talned with a total of forty-nine men. This has neeessltated 
reducing the number of stations manned under coiiditloBs other 
than general quarters. The over-all efficiency of the CIC 
team is considered to be better with this schedule in effect 
than with a two-section watch because of a reduction in the 
fatigue factor • 

All officers attached to CIC are qualified air controllers 
with the exception of three recent CIC school graduates, who 
will be qualified prior to the end of this cruise. One HD3 
has beeh recently qualified as an air controller and has 
proved very competent in all phases of air controlling* 

A training program is in effect to qualify all CIC officer 
personnel as GOD underway, with an estimated completion date 
of 1 July 1953. 

All radars operated normally throughout the period with the 
exception of the SPS-6B which suffered a high power transformer 
failure. Maximum ranges on the air search radars varied 
throughout the period due to atmospheric conditions. The 
maximum range received on the SPS-6B without use of IFF was 
sixty miles with four jets at 15,000 feet. Surface targets 
were detected on both SX and SPS-6B radars at one-hundred 
miles on frequent occasions, 

COMMOHICATIOMS 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in obtaining replies 
to service messages. Frequently, even requested retransaiissions 
of Important operational messages of high precedence were 
dangerously slow. The greatest delays in obtaining repetitions 
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of nessages were experienced mheti ships in eompany could not 
service such messages satisfactorily and it was thus necessary 
to obtain such retransmissions fros the originator. Radio Guam, 
or Radio Tokosufca. 

Experience reveals that uneconomical and unnecessary losses 
of tiiw occur in the decryption of messages In Category Baker 
systems. An outstanding example is provided in the case of 
H^dro messages addressed to all naval units in jthe Pacific 
Ocean Areas. Originators of general messages transmitted by 
Radio Washington follon the commendable practice of reencrypting 
such messages in Category Able systems for the convenience 
of holders of Class 3 crypto systems. EBolation^f this 
practice by other originators of messages to multiple 
addressees, when practicable, is recommended. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LABOMIOHI 

Nineteen (19) men are assigned to the photographic laboratory, 
of which seven (?) are petty officers and two (2) designated 
PHAH« The proficiency and efficiency of all personnel has 
shown a great deal of improvement since an integisive training 
program was initiated. This program is on a competitive, 
rather than a required basis, the effect of which is to instill 
greater interest on the part of the personnel. 

The following number and type of negatives and prints have 
been processed by the ship* s pbotograpihie laborjatory during 
this period: 

Negatives Prints 

9«xl8« 5,519 9''xl8« 30,428 

9"x9" 415 9''x9*' 2,454 

7"x7" 200 7"x7" 200 

8"xlO" 730 S^xlO** 4,225 

No unusual difficulties were encountered during this period 
of operation, 

a;r TKTEM;^(?E|TgB 

The Air Intelligence Office functioned with exceptional 
smoothness during this tour* With the standardisation of 
operations and the constant use of time saving aids, this 
office found it possible to have the greater pa,rt of the 
Intelligence data ready for the pilots by 1930 ea^ night. 
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This enabled the pilots to study their targets thoroughly 
.the night before. 

Flak - The following systea vas found to be most satisfactory 
for carrier type operations: All flak is plotted on 1»50.000 
charts nhieh are divided into convenient size sections (3o**x30 
and Kranted on heavy cardboard. The standard flak symbols 
are used denoting flak confirmed by photo interpretation 
while special burst type symbols are used denoting flak taken 
from pilot reports* All recco routes and the bombllne are 
superimposed on the charts. This system not only eo^bles 
the squadron air intelligence officers to brief directly 
from the charts by taking them to their ready rooms, but 
eliminates the necessity of having each squadrc^ A.I.O. keep 
a seqarate plot for flak, bombllne and reeco r<^tes« At the 
end of each squadron briefing each air intelligence officer 
returns the charts to the A.I.O. Office. These charts have 
the very latest flak, reeco, and bombllne information plotted 
at all times. 

PHD TO INTBEPBETATIOH 

Forty-one photographic sorties were flown during this period 
on the line. An Image Hotlon Compensator, similar to the 
compensator developed by 7c6l tJnlt Hike, aboard the U3S 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA47), was constructed and used by the VC6l 
Unit at^oard this ship with excellent results. 'The Image 
Motion Compensator serves to reduce the relative motion of 
the camera over the earth' 3 surface. This enables the 
photo pilot to fly at increased speeds and lower altitudes 
and continue to maintain a maximom circle of confusion of 
1/250". 

Photographic sorties previously flown at 15,000 feet with the 
K-38 36 « lens camera and at a speed of a pproxlmataly I80 
knots indicated because of equipment limitations are now 
being flown using the Image Motion Compensator at approxi- 
mately 260 knots indicated without enlarging the circle of 
confusion and in most eases reducing It, The speed of 260 
knots Indicated was chosen for maximum Jet range. Higher 
speeds can be used if desired. 

It should be pointed out that the Image Motion Compensator 
in use by Vc6l Unit Saker was const meted aboard the TALLEI 
FORGE at sea as a combined ship-air group project. 
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VALLEY FORGE was forced to replace an Ollgear Type DR 15035 
I^Li^fn^P ?^ the Starboard catapult dwlBg t his period. This 
experience leads to the eoncluslon that ship's force can re- 
place any such pump in an overnight period. In this case, 
easiest access from the hangar deck to the pump rooB nas 
through a trunk in the No. 1 elevator pit. Using hoisting ' 
tackle rigged to the underside of the eletator, the pump was 

elevator itself for w>st of 'the dSp and 
the hoisting tackle for the critical last fen inches. The 
catapult crew has constructed a timber skid, level with the 
pump base, onto which the old pump was slid and then easily 
moved by means of chain falls and Yale pul-lift Ichain jacks. 
The new pump was slid into position using the reverse of this 
process. Corner braces and dowel pins had to be removed due 
i V f J ^differences in piup eases. Proper alignment was 
checked by using a straight edge across the flats ground on 
both parts of the couplings. Instructions on valves to be 
^i®??^^?'^^^??^®^ details were found in the Pump Manual 
(Bulletin #9152U). The installation proved verj satisfactory, 

A second pump of the same type failed during thet period, and 
lacking a second spare, the ship effected emergency repllrs 
and successfully reactivated the pump at sea. Installed 
in January 1952, the pump log showed 3420 catapnlt shots 
or an estimated 220 hours running tljae. It was rendered 
inoperative by bearing failure. The pump was completely 
disassembled, cheeked, and new bearings installed. Difficulties 
were encountered due to lack of satisfactory equipment for 
removing and Installing bearings and for handling the heavy 
parts in the restricted area of the pomp room. The pqbd 
is again operating satisfactorily. *^ 

^^ J^h'^JnlJ'^'^^'.? ^"^^ ^® repaired at sea if the failure 
i«h 5>.J- J available replacement parts and toQls can do the 
^ 1' ?* ® difficult undertaking. It is 

gratifying to know that catapult crews possess sofficient 
iti« accomplish this bearing replacement. How- 

f? ®'^??* task while the ship is rolling and 
still conducting full scale Task Force operations. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

it ^^^^ patients were admitted to the sick- 

list on the medical service. Significant in these ar« two 
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additional cases of hypersensitivity to sulfadiazine. In one 
case the manifestations were in the nature of a generalixed 
urticaria and was thought to be due to a true hypersensitivity 
to the sulfonamide, while the other patient complained of 
renal colic and sulfadiazine crystals were demonstrated in 
the urine. This was probably due to insolubility in the 
urine despite adequate alkallnlaation and fluid intalce. In 
▼lew of the considerable number of eases receiving salfonaaldes 
in the treatment of venereal disease, these incidences 6t 
hypersensitivity to the preparation assume added importance. 
The use of one of the triple sulfonamide comopounds or Gantrisln 
Is highly reeoBBended. 

The following is a tabulation of the medical admissions tturlng 
the period covered by this report t 

SENT ft 
SKIN 4 
Miscellaneous g 

The following is a tabulation of the work accomplished in the 
sick bay laboratory during the month of April 1953: 

Baterlology ggl 

Serology 141 

Urinalysis 55 

Hematology 44 

Special examinations I3 

yenere^l Disease - The following is a tabulation of vensreal 

disease incidence for the period 9 April 1953, through 10 
•■ay A 7? J I 

Syphilis 0 

Chancroid 9 

Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus 13 

Urethritis, acute, non-gonoeoccie, nec 67 

Prostatitis, acute, non-gonoeoecio, nec 4 

Total, all venereal diseases 93 

Fop comparative purposes, venereal incidence during the three 
periods previously reported on was: 

1st 2nd 3rd 
Period Period Period 

Syphilis 0 on 

Chancroid 2 15 3 
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1st 


2ad 


3Pd 








7 


16 


11 


46 


124 


^1 




7 




' d 


162 


75 



Urethritis, aeate, due to gonoeoeeas 
Urethritis, acute, Qon->goaoeoeeie, nee 
Prostatitis, acute, noa-gonococcie, neo 
Total, all venereal diseases 

Venereal disease incidence aboard the VALLEY FORGE as cob> 
pared with venereal disease Incidence given for ships of the 
Pacific Fleet (Statistics of Havy Medicine, April 1953, Vol. 
9, No. 4) is as follows! 

Ships of uss 

Pacific VALLEY 
Fleet FORGE 

Urethritis, acute, non-gonococclc, nec 4»7% 4,1% 
All other VD (Syphilis, GC, Ghancroid) 8.9% 1.7JK 
Total incidence of vD 13»iSjC 5.8^ 

It is felt that low ineidenee of syphilis, gonorrhea and 
chancroid is due to: 

Good participation by ship's personnel in the penieillia 
tablet prophylaxis program following sexual exposnre. 

The practice by exposed persons of thoroughly washing tho 
genitalia following intercourse. 

Abstention. 

Difficulty in further reducing the incidents of urethritiesi 
acute, non^gonoeoecie appears to be the failure to use a 
eondon despite repeated instructions and lectures. 

Air Group - The general health of the air group has been good. 
Five (5) pilots and one erewaan were grounded for periods of 
two to three days due to upper respiratory infections. One 
pilot was grounded this entire cruise due to a fractured hand. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTUBKT 

TRAIHIKG 

During this period, the ship's education program Balntained 
the pace It has kept throughout the tour. The training room 
was used extensively for divisional classes, guidance lectures, 
religious gatherings (evenings), and group study. The I & E 
program flourished at all hours; 124 sections of the GBD High 
School Test, USAFI End of Course tests were administered. 20 
new men enrolled in Enlisted Correspondence Courses. ^ 

14 ^ 
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Snnday Services mra h«i^ noft . * W»»sd«y. 

towes ,,r. off,rll aS 0635! 0900 Snf l2^J,?J 

following th« 0900 Hass. ■ ' '••neiiletloB 

ojSr^TS.'SSSiSiSLaS^Sy^tJi*.'?"?.*!^ 2'"'"^* p"y« 

also oondueted Characte^ GnldaSJ. «»«'>1'>«. They 

until all of til ??S:'Ss°Li5S ^ ^^^^^'^^^ 

on the 'Mess Deckl!' ThrnlSh? f''^,** locatloas 

adequately distpiSutId! ""^^^n^^ »e« available aod 
g^o\\fL^"?o*riL'l."" there .as a 

One channel of this ?aeiii?5^^!}' ^""^"^ 2100. 
peeei,red broadcasts aSf Jh^^oSSSS :f«l^«ipiy «or radio! 
locally produced projraas. tc* broadcast 

PUBLIC Tm?nPMA.i.Tf^|^ 
Material released: 

i4T,;,'X?„'%,i«Jii."-' "^"-'^ -11). 
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19 lK>metown i^tographs (to FHTNC). 

Additional events of public ihforaation laportanee: 

Alfred P, Rochester. Chalraan of the City Coiiacll of 
Seattle, embarked for transportation from Yokosuka* Japan, 
to the operating area from 20 April to 22 April 1953, 
While aboard, he interviewed men from Seattle and surroundiog 
area for Material for his guest column in the "Seattle 
Times." 

Howard L, Beaufait, correspoodent for the ''Cleveland 
News", was on board from 9 May to 11 Hay 1953. While atioard, 
he interviewed men from the Cleveland area for homa-towa 
news stories. 

DISCIPLIlgE 

During this period 32 personnel were taken to Captain's Hast, 
of this total 2 were assigned Summary Courts-Martial and 12 
Special Courts-Martial. 

GnNRERZ DEPASTMBHT 

Deck Evolutions - Seven (7) replenishiaants were conaueted 
during this period. A brief suamiary of replenishment data 
follows: 

Fuel Oil and Aviation Gasoline 



Date Ship 

4-22-53 USS MANATEE (AO 58) 

4-26-53 USS MANATEE (A058) 

4- 30-53 USS NOVASOTA (A0106) 

5- 4-53 tJSS MISPILLION (A0105) 
5-8-53 DSS MISPILMOH (A0105) 
5-12-53 USS CIMARRON (AOaS) 



Quantity 

4,518 
51,260 

8,038 
206,070 

6,036 
98,200 

7,949 
72,160 

139,560 

J,695 
63,330 



Bbls 
Gals 
Bbls 
Gals 
Bbls 
Gals 
Bbls 
Galsi 
Bbls 
Gals 
Bblf 

G«la^ 



Oil 

Gasoline 

Oil 

Gasoline 
Oil 

Gasoline 
Oil 

Gasoline 
Oil 

Gasoline 

Oil 

Gasoline 
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fl—nnlt -ton 

Shis Quantity Transfer Raf 

4-22-53 TISS MDOHT B^R (AB4) 4? tons 128.18 tons 

4-26-53 IJSS RAINIER (AE5 ) 282 tons 143.39 tons 

4- 30-53 USS VIRGO (AK420) 136 tons 85.89 tons 

5- 4-53 USS VIRGO (AKA20) 229 tons 85.34 tons 
5-8-53 USS FIREDRAKE (AE14) 223 tons 121.64 tons 
5-12-53 USS RAINIER (AE5) 62 tons 37.58 tons 
5-14-53 USS RAIHIBR (AB5) 80 tons 126.32 tons 

Provisions 

£ate Shl£ Quantity Transfer Rata 

4- 22-53 DSS ALSTEDE (AF48) 67.5 tons 5-79 tons 

5- 4-53 USS PICTOR (AF27) 76.25 tons 35.23 tons 

A total of eighty-four (84) personnel were transferred be- 
tween the VALLEY FORGE and various replenishneat ships and 
destroyers while alongside by aeans of the highllne and 
burtonlng whips rigged with Bos'ns chair and with SaX>K»a 
board. 

On sixteen (16) occasions, destroyers came alongside for 
highllne transfers of personnel, light freight, and guard 
mail. 

PART VII 

RBOOMHENDATIORS 

The followieg reeonBendations are contained la this reports 

The use of Category Able system for messages to multiple 
addressees, paragraph 2, page 10. 

The use of the triple sulfonamide or compounds of gantrisin 
in the treatment of venereal disease, paragraph 1, page 13, 
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ACTOJN REPORT 

25 MAY 1953 TO 9 JUNE 1953 1 
I AND! 

SUMMARY REPORT 
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DECLASSIFIED 

NAVHISTDIVtNST SaDCl 
3y: Of JQ9B92Q 

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) 
To8 Chief of Naval Operations COp-55) 
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVBNTY-SEVBN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces FAB EAST 

(4) Connander-ia-Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subjj Action Report for the period 25 Ifey 1953 thrdtigh 9 
June 1953 and Summary Report for period 31 December 
1952 through 9 June 1953; submission of 

Ref! (a) OPHAV Inst 3480.4 of July 1951 

Ends (1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report 

1, In compliance with reference (a), the Action Report for 
this command for the period 25 May 1953 through 9 Jime 1953 
is submitted herewith. In addition, comments relative to 
the experiences of this command during the entire cruise are 
included in Part VI of this report and in enclosure (1). 

PART I 

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORGES AND ICSSIOII 

on 27 May 1953, ttie USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) Commanded by 
Captain Robert B. DIXON, DSN, ulth Carrier Air Group PI^E, 
embarked; joined Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in accordance with 

CTP 77 dispatch 220240Z of May 1953.^ S^t.^?J{Jj-5f V "^nS 
SEVENTY-SEVEN was composed of the TISS BOXER (CVA21), USS 
PHILIPPINE SBA (CVA47), and various ships of the Screening 
Force, 

The mission of this Force in general terms was to conduct air 
and surface operations off *he coast of Korea o^^^.^J^J^P" 
port U.N. forces in Korea, and to support the policy of tne 
United States in the Far East. 
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sM;^r^;ple;?shJ;1r^nhe'?ls'SHm^^ L'S.J^'^^^S. This 
coamenced at 1315. Panther operations 
north Of the II BOK area whnJ nJi^i?'**'*'?®^ strikes 
Air Support for Se II R^K and xTr^i^' ^^^f^ Close 
sorties were flown! Thf OSS LN™|™'*S?i.^^*''*^ ^0 
Task Force. "ancifflSTEH (CL83) departed the 

h""tralns''in ?hr?anch?or??:?^*^*\°200. Pre-dawn hecklers 
SlnchUng-nl aS\JS£S^ so«?rif buildings at"^'"'" 
bombed supply building* ^" Panther Jets 

Cherokee strikes north o? th2^?T*5?x.^°^' flew 
Corsairs f Iw SJval Gun? L«^nJJ f?^ ^ ^-S- Corps area. 

t;llns'at Kra^rSi«a%^S??.? ^^^^^ sub-station aUd 
Panther jets gSS posmSns^"woSf«n^ smcfa'aS^-nl. 
boicars at Hungnai, storaie hniiJ<n^« loeoaotlve and 

Reservoir, northeast of 'f^'* °^ *^ Pujon'gane 
Propeller Vlanes bombeJ ?nd Ln'°f ^JS?* Kil^ha/ ^ 

and flew Close Air Supoo?? for I^^^I****^' ''^nsaa 

strike at Wonsan, BnslgS T ? lom^L^^ . ^^^^ °n * 

was hit by enemy fire RAhTiiS^^P^^ i^54) Skyralder 
was picked up by h^iiop^lr in?« iSf h fS^*** *ad 

replenishes? %'MS"ISp'?epi:MshJd"??o'^*?>."no**^« 

(AO54), USS MOUNT BATPP f^rrJr^'^ CHIKASKIA 

tJSS P^LIPPI^ sL^r47f ^3l^?2n?f The 
the Task Force. Thi its MANC^™ 1^?!??^®^ ^ 
Force. RADM R. E. BLICK USN S^RS^^^inSS*''*?? "^^^^ 
W. D. JOHNSON. DSN, OOlKABDTv'oSS ft^ relieved BADM 

SBVENTT-SEVEN. «JMCAi©IV ONE as Coflmander Task Force 

r^cJeted CtoseS^J^Se? It^t^'T S*/915. Panther Jets 
of the ChangJln-gan?^eL?^?^=^^^*24^ south 
the I CorpS?^^?roWXSiS ?^e^w^^o^^^*L^S;^,?^^^^^^ ?L 
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I, IX, and X U.S. and II ROK Corps. A total of 75 sorties 
were flowa. During the afternoon, RADM W. D, JOHNSON, TJSH, 
COMCARDIV ONE and his staff were transferred from the USS 
BOXER (CVA21) to the USS VALLEY F(BGB (CVA45) Via helicopters 
and destroyers. 

6-6-53: VADM J, CLARK, USN, COMTTHFLT presented awards to 
officers and enlisted persoimel of the VALLBI FORGE and Air 
Group FIVE for their outstanding performance during the past 
cruise. During the afternoon, aircraft were transferred to 
the tJSS BOXER (CVA21), King 6, and NAS, Atsugi, Japan. The 
USS VALLEY ,FORGE (CVA45) and USS OBANHON (DDE450) were de^ 
tached from the Task Force. 

6-7-53: Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. 

6-8-53: Enroute YokosuJra, Japan. Typhoon "Judy" necessitated 

a change In voyage routing and Introduced necessary delays 

enroute. The USS OBANNOH (DDE45) was detached. 

6-9-53: The remainder of the aircraft to be delivered to 
NAS, Atsugi were launched. Arrived Yokosulca, Japan. 

6-10-53: RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, COMCARDIV ONE and his staff 
were transferred from the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) to the 
USS LAKE CH&MPUIN (CVA39). 



The following ordnance was expended during this period: 
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Shi 



5«/38 Caliber 
40am 



0 
0 



Bombs 



Aircraft 



2000# GP 
1000# GP 
1000# SAP 
500# GP 
500# SAP 



78 
112 
9 

252 
10 
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250# GP 962 
100# GP 268 
220/260# Frag 448 

Boekets 

a,?** Solid 26 

5" ATAR 265 

A/C Parachute Flares 174 

Napalm 16 

20ma 82,495 
50 Caliber 33,735 

r 

The data on hung ordnance ezperleaeed dwing this period is 
included in enclosive (1). (Also, see page 29, on Rocket 
Barrier). 

PART 17 

BATTLE DAHftGS , 

The ship was not attacked daring this period and sustained no 
hat tie damage. 

Damage inflicted on Commonist forces tiy Air Group FIVE is in- 
cluded in enclosure (1) of this report. 

Damage inflicted on Air Group FIVE by Communist forces is in- 
eluded in enclosure (1) of this report. 

PART V 

FEBFORH&HCE OF tCRSONNBL lliD CASUALTIES 

Personnel performance during this last tour of operations in 
the forward area was excellent. 

The shortage of petty officers in same ratings was allerlated 
with the advancement in ratings on 16 May 1953. A shortage 
still exists however, in the ET and FT ratings. The ship is 
still somewhat under-complemented In the stewardsman ratings 
whi^ causes some difficulties in tba wardroom. 
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Morale continued to be excellent, spurred by the large number 
of advaneeaeats in ratings in Vay and proximity of the tour's 
end. 

Ensign Theodore Y. KORSGHEH, JR., 554621/1325, USKR, balled 
out of his AD4NA over Wonsan Harbor as a result of his plane 
being hit by enemy anti-aircraft fire. He was rescued un- 
injured by helicopter from LST 1138. An afternoon flight 
picked Ensign KOBSGBEN up at Yodo Island and he vas back 
aboard the VALLEY FORGE the satee day. 

On 6 June 1953» the last day of operations, 4 rounds of 
20nm ammunition were accidentally fired from the number 4 
gun of P9P BuNo 126058 damaging P9P BuNo 126132 and injuring 
ODIAK, Robert (n), 460 71 91, ADAN, VP53. He sustained 
serious missile wounds involving the left ankle, left leg, 
right leg, left groin, left am and left hand, plus various 
small lacerations of the chest wall and face. His wounds 
and fractures were repaired in surgery, and his condition, 
while serious, is satisfactory. The cause MtO^ the firing 
is undetermined and Is the subject a Board of Investigation 
convened by this command. A full report of the incident 
will be forwarded whan completed by the board. 

PART VX 

GENERAL OOIUBIITS 

OPERATIONS 

Air Intelligence 

The fifth and final period of operations on the line presented 
no unusual problems or developments in intelligence, The_ 
smoothness and efficiency with which the A.I. office had been 
functioning continued at its high level. 

An improvement to the intelligence program was introduced by 
aOMGABDISl-OflB-Intelligence Office. This was the issuance of 



l730TOOO scale photos of the Cherokee target area. These 
photos instead of the previously used target charts are highly 
recommended especially for carriers for the ^i^st time on the 
line. It enables the new pilot to better familiarize himself 
with the terrain and Insure a quicker and more Positive 
identification of the target. Although Air Group FIVE pilots 
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were experienced, use of the area photos was well received 
and proved to be a help in quicker orientation. 

f^nmimnn 1 cat lons v 

Communications in general were improved during this period. 
The primary reason being the reduced traffic load which re- 
sulted from not having a flag embarked. 

It was noted that the net control station on "CW circuits often 
used the operating signal ZBM2 (place a competent operator 
on watch) when an operator could not copy a speed key. 
Frequently it appeared that traffic conditions did not warrant 
use of a speed key. It is considered that with the lack of 
qualified speed key operators usually on board, traffic would 
usually be delivered as expeditously if the transmitting 
station used a standard key at the speed of the slowest operator 
on the circuit. 

CW circuit discipline could be improved for the DK>st part. 
There were numerous instances of improper usage of break- in 
procedure on the JOG Korea CW circuit, which thereby resulted 
in delays and confusion. 

During this period on the line a total of 5,301 messages were 
handled by Radio Central with 306 sent and 4,995 received. 

Photographic Laboratory 

Eighteen photographic sorties were flown during this operating 
period and the following work performed: 

Negatives Prints 



Refueling 

During the period, the VALLEY FORGE went alongside 3 ships for 
refueling. Dates, ships, and pertinent data are shown in the 
summary part of this report. 



9x18" 
9x9" 
7x7" 
8x10" 



1,620 



230 
25 
10 



9x18" 
9x9" 
7x7" 
8x10" 



6,700 
473 
25 
1,821 



GUMHERY 
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Re-Arming 

In the same period, the VALLEY FORGE went alongside 2 ships 
for ammunition. Dates, ships, and pertinent data are shown 
in the summary part of this report. 

Supplies 

During the same period, the VALLEY FORGE went alongside 1 ship 
for provisions. Date, ship, and pertinent data are shown in 
the summary part of this report. 

Miscellaneous 

Highline transfers of personnel and light freight were made 
on 3 occasions. 

EXECDTIVE 

Recreation 

The crew's library has been open daily from 06l5 to 2100, 
and the crew' s lounge has been open dally after workihg hours. 
A weekly newspaper "Take-off has been published and distributed 
each Sunday with the morning press and from 27 May to 2 June 
1953 copies of "Stars and Stripes" obtained by COD flight, 
have been distributed on board. 

Religious Aetlvitlea 

Protestant Divine Services were conducted twice on Sundays 
and Devotions were conducted twice on week days, Sunday 
school was held every Sunday and a week-day Bible Class met 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday while the ship was at sea. 
The Protestant Fellowship met each Sunday evening followed 
by an Evangelistic Service. Latter Day Saints Services were 
held each Sunday and a Latter Day Saints Training^Class was 
held on Thursday of each week. The series of lectures on 
"Marriage and Family Life" were completed and a new series 
on "Moral Responsibilities" were started. 

Catholic Mass and Rosary were held dally in ^^^Jning 
Room. Confessions were heard on Saturday evening in tlJJ 
Chaplain's Office. Masses were offered Sundays at 0630, 
0900, and 1430 with Benediction following the second Mass. 
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The second annual Pontifical liass of Thanksgiving and Communion 
Breakfast were lield at the Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan, on 21 
May 1953. 

The dally prciyer at taps was offered by both Chaplains on 
alternate nights. Daily visits were made to the Sick Bay 
and occasional visits to the Brig. 

Training 

Shipboard training went along with regularity on the last lap 
of the cruise. Host of the training continued to be on-the-* 
job training. The training room was utilized extensively for 
lectures, training films, group study classes, and in the 
evenings, religious services. The Algebra class completed 
Its course of study at the end of the period. The testing 
center remained active in giving GED examinations and USAFI 
end-of -course tests. 

Public Information 

With the ship's arrival in the U.S. imminent, concentration 
of effort has been on material to be presented to the press 
relative to the ship's homecoming. This material included 
recapitulations of highlights of the news features occurring 
during the deployment period and biographies and rosters of 
the ship' s officers and erew. In addition, the following 
material was prepared for release during the period 27 April 
to 6 June 1953! 

10 Navy news dispatches, by radio. 

2 news photographs releases. , 

2 news feature stories and layouts. 
15 hometown feature stories (to FHTNC). 
1534 hometown stories by roster (to FHTNC). 
12 hometown photographs (to FHTNC). 

1 magaslne article submitted. 



A total of eighteen patients were admitted to the sick list 
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SKIN - 

mSCELL&NEOUS t 

Total 3^ 

Venereal Diaaaga 

Syphilis n 
Chancroid ^ 
Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus 1^ 
urethritis, acute, non-gonococcls, nee 42 
Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec 0 

Total W" 

Air Group 

M?n?2^«i!/'''^ Health Of the air group has been good. Two 
pilots were grounded for a period of two days, and two iilota 
for longer periods due to appendicitis and bursitis. ^ 

CRUISE SUMMARY 
31 December 1952 through 9 June 1953 

OPERATIOMS 

® enroute period between Yokosuka 

and the Task Force should be recognized as a marginal 
operation. With a 25 knot SOA authorized the trip is 
feasible, but a very small nargla reaains tn order to accomplish 
other required or desirable operations. The uncertain currents 
encountered enroute quite often require 27 knots through the 
water to make 25 knots good over the ground. Before ioinine 
the Task Force, it is highly desirable to refresh the air " 
group and air department personnel and to fly all aircraft 
at least once In order to correct all mechanical deficiencies 
incurred during the in port period. It is mandatory to 
conduct an ECM exercise at least once during a tour with the 
Task Force (COIIRAVFE requirement) and desirable to conduct a 
Joint exercise with the JADF. Further, a gunnery firing 
exercise should be conducted enroute If possible. Refueling 
of the escort destroyer is sometimes directed. The two day 
enroute period with the other requirements obviously permits 
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flight operations only when weather and wind conditions are 
ideal, and these must of a necessity be held to a minimmB. 
It is reeoffltnended that a three day enroute period iiith an 
appropriate SOA be authorized vhenever possible. 

Air Intelligence 

During the past six months of combat operations, the 
organization and scope of the Intelligence office improved 
with the experience gained during its previons tours on the 
line. Flak studies still continue to be one of the most 
important functions of the Intelligence off ice ♦ A concentrated 
effort was made to insure that "the latest flak positiops 
were positively presented to the pilots. Flak sumaiaries 
and indices followed one another frequently and changes to 
the flak charts were nade daily. The effectiveness of the 
flak analysis program on the ship is at least partly reflected 
in the low number of casualties and aircraft lost during 
the cruise by Air Group FIVE. 

The organization of the ship-air group intelligence team 
remained unchanged throughout the entire cruise. At the 
commencement of the cruise all but one of the officers and 
half of the enlisted men assigned to the team were inexperienced 
in the combat phase of air intelligence. 

The Air Group AIO was assigned to work as an assistant Air 
Intelligence Officer in the ship's office. In addition to. 
augmenting the complement of the office, he was able to gain 
experience in other phases of intelligence. This arrangement 
has proved highly satisfactory for the past two cruises by 
the VALLEY FORGE. It Is recommended that the Air Group 
AIO be given temporary additional duty to the ship for 
carriers deploying to the Far East. 

The enlisted complement of 4 men in the Intelligence Off ice- 
was reduced by the loss of one during the cruise, and this 
proved to be somewhat of a handicap. It is recommended that 
4 enlisted personnel be the mlnlnium assigned to the ship's 
office If a 24-hour watch is to be maintained. All non-rated 
men were rated during the cruise and "ere assigned -^J^^^.. 
Intelligence Specialist Job Code Number 9936. ;j«\P?JjJ^|*^^®' 
all enlisted personnel should be a graduate of fiS 
AlrPac Intelligence School. It is recommended that an Air 
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Intelllgeace Specialist rating be originated, since the time 
available while working on the line makes stqdy and training 
for advancement in other rates very difficult. Further, no 
time is readily available for any practical application of 
knowledge gained in the rate earned. Separate correspondence 
Is being originated on this subject. 

The stowage spaces In the Intelligence Office fall to allow 
adequate room for properly caring for security information, 
confidential and above. In order to make available space in 
the safe and other stowage spaces, periodic burning of material 
was held. All pertinent and operational information ww»: re- 
moved from periodicals, etc., put in special folders and re- 
tained. Only a limited number of operational charts could be 
kept in the office. All other charts were stowed in a fan 
room or other convenient space available. The photo interpreters 
continued to work in the Intelligence Office. Although 
this presented a hardship, the benefits gained by the ship 
and squadron A IDs working in the same space more than offset 
the disadvantages of close quarters. 

£I£ 

The general installation design of the Combat Information 
Center on the OVA class ship Is functional and adequate for 
the type of operations conducted in the Task Force at present. 
Since major emphasis is placed on the a ir phase of CXC, the 
CIC watch officer has ready access to all information necessary 
for fulfilling his mission. However, in a gejnerfil situation 
wherein the surface phase must be given morie consideration 
(i.e. HCK Operations), the present design presents a problem. 
The air and surface pictures are so widely separated that the 
CIC watch officer has considerable difficulty In adequately 
supervising both operations. This requires the designation 
of a surface watch officer in addition to the CIC watch officer 
thereby increasing the officer requirements tor CIC. 

This problem can be resolved by re-designing the CIC with both 
the air and surface pictures grouped around the CIC watch 
officer's station in a semi- circular fashion, thereby enabling 
him to supervise and coordinate the two operations. 

The ECM equipment location is unsatisfactory from the stand- 
point of adequate supervision with a minimum of personnel 
assigned to CIC, a situation which prevailed throughout the 
cruise. The relocation of this equipment within the CIC, or 
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adjacent thereto will serve as a palliative in this respn^t* 
Present ship alteration plans Include this change. 

The number of CIC school trained officers available was 
adequate for filling all CIC billets. However, the enlisted 
personnel problem was critical throughout the, cruise. The 
greatest number of men available to the O-I Division at any 
one time was fifty-four. This included eight men in Class 
"A" School on a returnable quota and those assigned from the 
division to mess cooking, MA force, etc. This situation, 
aggravated by the supplemental functions of a flagship, 
necessitated a two- sect ion watch schedule during the first 
two tours on the line. The fatigue factor, which rapidly in^ 
creased under this schedule required internal adjustments, . 
accepting otherwise under sirable compounding of duties, to 
permit a three-section watch schedule, • 

Subsequent to the return of the Class "A" School graduates, 
a directive was received to transfer to OOMAIRPAC four RD3s 
because of an over -complement In that rate. At that time, 
there existed an under-compleroent of 12 RDCs, RDls, and RD2s, 
The transfer of the four RD3s worked a serious hardship at 
a time when the services of trained men were at a premium. 

The radar and allied equipment functioned satisfactorily 
throughout the cruise. The failures experienced were those 
normally to be expected in prolonged periods of operations. 
These were kept to a minimum by a continued and vigorous 
preventive maintenance program prosecuted by the electronics 
technicians. 

The IFF equipment proved of Inestimable value in the aircraft 
control function, the integral antennas proving generally 
more reliable than the slave antenna. 

An experiment with two colors on the vertical plot was con- 
ducted and proved highly satisfactory from an evaluator' s 
point of view. All unidentified air contacts were plotted 
in dark red with friendly air contacts being plotted in yellow. 
The proper symbols were used with the only deviation being 
in the colors employed. As air contacts became identified, 
the color was shifted from red to yellow. The Initial re- 
action to change and Ineptness of the vertical plotters in 
coordinating the proper use of two colors was overcome with 
practice. The two color presentation allowed the air situation 
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to dlvld, their attentila'^So^S^SI,- f -e^Jo,ulr^ 

lit Sa%1 5'.?l%"??o'i,r?™5^°' functions on 

ship was self-evidant In/i f"^ J" operating a f lehtin* 
change of PersoSerailTg:nlra!'f^'LS;J''fH " «^ 
between bridge, air groaS,*«S"ic^?5iS^KJ^'"' "^8'" 

gV"i~*°t<''^^e\^J'lon"So1l^r'':f"^'' ^'-^^O 
it is indlspensahle to'M^ILM^g'^f JJ.J^^^^^^^^ 

L^sJaleSi-^JeTa'KS^S't'L" ^JeiJSjf? »?* 
establlshBent of the several ^{^n^:l^^*Jif^'' intended by the 
lack of separation aIsrSSM^J?°"fil 'A^" tbe net. This 
the use of mWdXeman. a f MtS™ , ^ ""n^ cases, precluded 
target data, P.rtfcSia?l^%'X^%1fnaTrtJe%f 

i\?»«1*?-i5lS?l?5e1ra*J?lf oSlhHJf '"^r^"^ 
Cl-AC net. The establishment SiJSt-PJ**?"*^ combined 
Air Ops net helped reul« Sjl ^iJSf?,^"'^ ^°">» 77 of the 
implementation Sf projalt smSM^^S^^"" f<"»e»hat. The 
opportunity for re?t J!L*tfo'S"S°^hra^?e^°„««""'* 

In a period of 97 days with ^ t. 

messages were handled bJ i^dJo for'L^''''''^ 78,177 

messages a day. of the tnSfi an average of 805.9 

and 65,061 received. '^^^'^ ^3,U6 were transmitted 

It Is recommended that Signal « 

care la assigning relay lis true? in S« P«'''«>'««1 exercise greater 
to the Task Porci or all shins ^i«^fnf°'' messages addresied 
Which screen group ships have hfJ occurred in 

up and were in the DrocL« I? station indicators close 
instructions wereassJgnSd If ?Sf stations when reify 
a station distant from thrsh^n ship moved to 

aelay in delivery and e^Lll^. ?ra1iSLJSnrM^^^ 
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In the seaddressal of messages, readdressal headings should 
be Blade in accordance with effective publications rather 
than using the operating signal ZFHl followed by the call 
signs of the readdressal addees. This procedure results la 
an erroneous change of heading rather than a readdressal, 
and causes confusion as to the correct orlgina;tor* 

Radio equipment has been subjected to severe .usage and wear 
in four combat tours. Equipment outages werei successfully 
kept to a minimum by a strenuous preventive maintenance 
program employed by the electronics technicians. 

Photographic Interpretation 

During the first three tows on the line, thei personnel 
assigned to the photo interpretation section were one officer, 
photo interpreter, (LT), and two enlisted photo leaders 
(PH3). After the third tour an additional photo Interpreter 
(ENS) reported for duty; It Is believed that two photo in- 
terpretation officers and two enlisted assistants are an 
adequate allowance for all photographic Interpratation 
requirements under the present operating conditions. The 
photo interpretation spaces are located in the Air Intelligence 
Office, compartment B-201-lt. Although there are definite 
space limitations, the convenience afforded pilots and 
squadron Air Intelligence Officers In respect to photo£r«i^^ 
Infornatlon and materials far outweighed the advantages of 
using separate spaces. 

The K-38 36 »» focal length camera was used on practically all 
photographic interpretation missions. It proved to be sat- 
isfactory in all respects. The K-25 capsule externally carried 
produced few satisfactory photographs. The F-56 externally 
carried capsule camera is far superior to the K-25. For 
strike photographs, an externally carried camera with a 
longer fooal length is highly racoraiended. 

Photographic Laboratory 

Upon our departure from San Diego, nineteen men were attached 
to the Photographic Laboratory, of which sevem were petty 
officers and two designated PHAN. Ten men had been selected 
from the ship' s company and an intensive program of training 
was set up to qualify these men for photographic work. During 
the first tour on the line, much difficulty was experienced 
trying to keep the cameras and equipment in an operating 
condition, but this problem was solved when a rated camera 
repaiman reported aboard. 



SECURITY ISFOBUATION 



15 



ECURITY INPORll&TION 



The AlO-A dryers proved too slow for aornal operation and 
two 1000 watt heating elements, normally used in a Pako 
print dryer, were installed increasing the speed of drying 
to approximately twenty feet per minute. After the winter 
season was over, aerial negatives had a tendancy to lose 
contrast, due to weather conditions, hut this was eliminated 
by the use of an A-2$ (red) filter in place of the minus 
blue filter. 

One hundred fifty-eight photographic sorties were flown during 
the entire tour and following number and types of negatives 
and prints have been processed by the ship's photographic 
laboratory during the entire period in the forward area. 

Negatives Prints 

9x18" 14,272 9x18" ; 82,192 

9x9" 1,676 9x9« 9,588 

7x7" 1,400 7x7" 2,000 



At the beginning of the tour on 31 December 1952, there were 
2,052 enlisted personnel attached to ship's company, 92 of 
whom were away on temporary additional duty a,nd 4 on emergency 
leave, leaving a total of 1,9^6 on board. 

A total of 113 men were received on board for duty during the 
cruise; 36 petty officers, 77 non- rated men, 184 men were 
transferred to other duty, of whom 103 were petty officers 
and 81 non-rated men. The assignment of personnel with suf- 
ficient obligated service to serve out the entire tour In the 
forward area proved to be Invaluable in the resulting team- 
work evidenced in many departments. 

During the cruise, 59 requests for emergency leave were sub- 
mitted of which 29 were approved. Those rejected presented 
a morale problem because of their failure to understand the 
fine line of distinction set forth in the Area Commander's 
policy directive. 

Officer personnel rotation continued at a high rate in that 
33 ship's company officers reported for duty, relieving a 
like number during the entire period in the forward area. 
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8x10" 



16,282 
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Intelligence Specialist rating be originated » since the time 
available while working on the line makes study and training 
for advancement In other rates very difficult. Further, no 
time is readily available for any practical application of 
knowledge gained in the rate earned. Separa-^e correspondence, 
is being originated on this subject. 

The stowage spaces In the Intelligence Office fall to allow 
adequate room for properly caring for security information, 
confidential and above. In order to make available space In 
the safe and other stowage spaces, periodic burning of material 
was held. All pertinent and operational information wa» re«- 
moved from periodicals, etc., put in special folders and re- 
tained. Only a limited number of operational charts could be 
kept In the office. All other charts were stowed in a fan 
room or other convenient space available. The photo interpreters 
continued to work in the Intelligence Office. Although 
this presented a hardship, the benefits gained by the ship 
and squadron AIOs working In the same space nfore than offset 
the disadvantages of close quarters. 



The general installation design of the Combat Information 
Center on the CVA class ship is functional and adeqvtate for 
the type of operations conducted In the Task Force at present. 
Since major emphasis is placed on the air phase of CIC, the 
CIC watch officer has ready access to all information necessary 
for fulfilling his mission, a)wever, in a ge,neral situation 
wherein the surface phase mast be given more consideration 
(i.e. WK Operations), the present design presents a probleoi. 
The air and surface pictures are so widely separated that the 
CIC watch officer has considerable difficulty in adequately 
supervising both operations. This requires the designation 
of a surface watch officer in addition to the CIC watcli officer 
thereby increasing the officer requirements for CIC. 

This problem can be resolved by re-designing the CIC with both 
the air and surface pictures grouped around the CIC watch 
officer's station in a semi-circular fashion, therelqr enabling 
him to supervise and coordinate the two operatjU)ns» 

The ECM equipment location is unsatisfactory from the stand- 
point of adequate supervision with a minimum of personnel 
assigned to CIC, a situation which prevailed throughout the 
cruise. The relocation of this equipnent within the CIC, or 
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adjacent thereto will serve as a palliative in this reso**t. 
Present ship alteration pUns include this change. 

The number of CIC school trained officers available was 
adequate for filling all CIC billets. However, the enlisted 
personnel problem was critical throughout the cruise. The 
greatest number of men available to the O-I D'ivision at any 

3^5?® fifty-four. This Included eight men in Class 
'A" School on a returnable quota and those assigned from the 
amslon to mess cooking, MA force, etc. This situation, 
aggravated by the supplemental functions of a flagship, 
necessitated a two- sect Ion watch schedule during the first 
two tours on the line. The fatigue factor, which rapidly in- 
creased under this schedule required internal adjust«ents, 
accepting otherwise undersirable compounding of duties, to ' 
permit a three-section watch schedule, 

Subsequent to the return of the Class "A" School graduates, 
a directive was received to transfer to COMAIRPAC four BD3s 
because of an over-complement in that rate. At that time, 
there existed an under- complement of 12 RDCa, RDls, and RD2s. 
The transfer of the four RD3s worked a serious hardship at 
a time when the services of trained men were at a premium. 

The radar and allied equipment functioned satisfactorily 
throughout the cruise. The failures experienced were those 
normally to be expected in prolonged periods of operations. 
These were kept to a minimum by a continued and vigorous 
technicians"*^'***'^"*** program prosecuted by the electronics 

l^t^^^ ?^S^£?®^* inestimable value in the aircraft 

So2«^Lf«S?*^?S' integral antennas proving generally 
more reliable than the slave antenna. ; 

An experiment with two colors on the vertical plot was eon- ' 
nn?^^ satisfactory from an evaluator' s 

?S view. All unidentified air contacts were plotted 

iL^l ""^^ ''1th friendly air contacts being plotted in yellow. 
The proper symbols were used with the only deviation beiSg 
in the colors employed. As air contacts became identified, 
the color was shifted from red to yellow. The initial re- 
S^^^P ineptness of the vertical plotters in 

nr»^?J«!^^l.,*^LP''°Pr °^ ^° was oirercome with 

practice. The two color presentation allowed the air situation 
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to be immediately apparent to the evaluator, the CIC officer, 
and such staff CIC and gunnery 1 la son officers as are required 
to divide their attention among several slnniltaneous duties. 

The need for a general understanding of the CIC functions on . 
the part of all personnel concerned in operating a fighting 
ship was self-evident, and was largely satisfied by an ex- 
change of personnel and a general Indoctrination program 
between bridge, air group, and CIC personnel. 

The value of having the DRD-2 direction finder located 

convenient to the air controller was proved many times, as 

it Is indispensable to him in discharging his responsibilities. 

The lack of frequency separation in the PAD net channels 
caused feed-over and reduced the flexibility intended by the 
establishment of the several channels within the net. This 
lack of separation also hampered, and in many cases, precluded 
the use of middlematt, a feature sorely needed to gain over- 
target data, particularly during marginal weather. 

The re-establlshment of the AC net would materially reduce 
the often prohibitive traffic on the presently used combined 
CI-AC net. The establishment, within Task Force 77 of the 
Air Ops net helped relieve the situation somewhat. The 
implementation of project SHAMROCK presents an excellent 
opportunity for rectification of this discrepancy. 

Gommnn lea t ions 

In a period of 97 days with the Task Force a total of 78,177 
messages were handled by radio for an average of 805,9 
messages a day. Of the total figure 13,116 were transmitted 
and 65,06l received. 

It is recommended that Signal Bridge personnel exercise greater 
care In assigning relay instructions for messages addressed 
to the Task Force or all ships present. Instances occurred in 
which screen group ships have had station indicators close 
up and were in the process of changing stations when relay 
instructions were assigned. If the screening ship moved to 
a station distant from the ship assigned to relay the message, 
delay in delivery and excessive transmissions resulted. 
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In the readdressal of messages, readdressal headings should 
be made in accordance with effective publications rather 
than using the operating signal ZFHl followed by the call 
signs of the readdressal addees. This procedure results in 
an erroneous change of lieadlng rather than a readdressal, 
and causes confusion as to the correct origlnaitor* 

Radio equipment has been subjected to severe usage and wear 
In four combat tours. Equipment outages were, successfully 
kept to a minimom by a strenuous preventive iqaintenance 
program employed by the electronics technicians. 

Photof^raphic Interpretation 

During the first three tours on the line, the personnel 
assigned to the photo Interpretation section were one officer, 
photo interpreter, (LT), and two enlisted photo naders 
{PH3). After the third tour an additional photo interpreter 
(EKS) reported for duty. It is believed that two photo In- 
terpretation officers and two enlisted assistants are an 
adequate allowance for all photographic Interpretation 
requirements under the present operating conditions* The 
photo interpretation spaces are located in the Air Intelligence 
Office, compartment B-201-1L, Although there are definite 
space limitations, the convenience afforded pilots and 
squadron Air Intelligence Officers in respect to photogf^pi^ 
information and materials far outweighed the advantages of 
using separate spaces. 

The K-38 36" focal length camera was used on practically all 
photographic interpretation missions. It proved to be sat- 
isfactory in all respects. The K-25 capsule externally carried 
produced few satisfactory photographs. The F-56 externally 
carried capsule camera is far superior to the K-25* For 
strike photographs, an externally carried camera with a 
longer feoal length is highly reoommended. 

Photographic Laboratory 

Upon our departure from San Diego, nineteen men were attached 
to the Photographic Laboratory, of which seven were petty 
officers and two designated PHAN. Ten men had been selected 
from the ship* s company and an intensive program of training 
was set up to qualify these men for photographic work. During 
the first tour on the line, much difficulty wias experienced 
trying to keep the cameras and equipment in an operating 
condition, but this problem was solved when a rated camera 
repairman reported aboard. 
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The AlO-A dryers proved too slon for normal operation and 
two 1000 watt heating elements, noraally used in a Pake 
print dryer, were installed increasing the speed of drying 
to apppoxioately twenty feet per minute. After the winter 
season was over, aerial negatives had a tendancy to lose 
contrast, due to weather conditions, but this was eliminated 
by the use of an A-25 (red) filter in place of the minus 
blue filter, 

i 

One hundred fifty-eight photographic sorties were flown during 
the entire tour and following number and types of negatives 
and prints have been processed by the ship's photographic 
laboratory during the entire period in the forward area. 

Negatives Prints 

9x18" 14,272 9x18" ] 82,192 

9x9" 1,676 9x9" 9,588 

7x7" 1,400 7x7" 2,000 

8x10" 2,758 BxlO" 16,282 

EXECUTIVE 

At the beginning of the tour on 31 December 1952, there were 
2,052 enlisted personnel attached to ship's company, 92 of 
whom were away on temporary additional duty ajid 4 on emergency 
leave, leaving a total of 1,956 on board. 

A total of 113 meh were received on board for duty during the 
cruise; 36 petty officers, 77 non- rated men. 184 men were 
transferred to other duty, of whom 103 were petty officers 
and 81 non~rated men. The assignment of personnel with suf- 
ficient obligated service to serve out the entire toxxr in the 
forward area proved to be invaluable in the resulting team- 
work evidenced in many departments. 

During the cruise, 59 requests for emergency leave ^»ere sub- 
mitted of which 29 were approved. Those rejected presented 
a morale problem because of their failure to understand the 
fine line of distinction set forth in the Area Commander's 
poll<^ directive. 

Officer personnel rotation continued at a high rate in that 
33 ship's company officers reported for duty, relieving a 
like number during the entire period in the forward area. 
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During the cruise , there were 124 wardroom guests representing 
all U.S. military services, the navies of the Netherlands, 
Canada, and England* Of the 124 guests, 35 visited the em- 
barked Flag and his staff. The duration of all visits varied 
from one day to 30, a total representation of 684 man-days. 

Recreation 



The Special Services Officer arranged boxing shows, rest and 
recuperation leave, conducted tours, and stage shows. Boxing 
matches were set up during the Interval between departure from 
the line and arrival in port. 1009 awn took advantage of the 
facilities at. rest hotels during In-port periods. 406 men 
went on conducted tours of Tokyo sponsored by the COMNAVFE 
Special Services Tourist Bureau. 600 men went on conducted 
tours of Hong Kong while the ship visited that port. 

Training 

During the course of this cruise, classes were held in Beginning 
and Advanced Algebra, and in Beginning German, well as in 
the ratings of Aviation Boatswain's Uate, Storekeeper and 
Coxswain, All divisions used the training room for divisional 
lactoses and training films during working hours. On-the-job 
training was found to be the most profitable, as well as the 
most practicable method of training d\irlng extensive operations. 
Interest in educational advancement by means of correspondence 
courses was very high. Over 500 sections of pED tests were 
administered. Over 200 USAFI correspondence courses were 
issued. There was an extremely large number of enlisted 
correspondence courses issued for advancement in rating 
studies.- 

Training .is considered to have been carried out to a maximum 
degree in conjuctlon with the long hours and extensive duties 
required by the operations of the Task Force. 

Public Information 

With the staff public Information officer of COMAHDIV 3 and his 
Journalists on board until the last month of the deployment 
period, the ship's public information officer concentrated 
on material for the Fleet Home Town News Center and most of 
the ship's tour in Western Pacific. For the period from 1 
January 1953 to 6 June 1953, the material submitted totaled: 



SECDRITX IHFORM&TION 



17 



SEcS5?*5SoRMATION 

15 navy news dispatches, by radio. 

I7 stories and layouts, by mall, 

b/ news photo releases. ' 

oi?? news stories (to PHTNC). 

iS? ?n?J°'"' ''V't stories by roster (to FHTNC). 
99! ?e?t1?s\SSe?°'''^*^ 

SSr^S|\^g:^Suiri?J^?^If ?,?fJ?J"^ J- 3^ort periods 
and .fcinltles^l Z 'XLl^'lr/relt^^^^^^ 

The Comiaanding Officer's Raa r!ah-tn , 

FORGE, -Is a source of dl^s^nSr^? ?' It Pj^o^ided in the VALLEY 

relaMtion! iS^opeSatlonf Captain rather than 

77 this 3mll, po??lf a??fnl2f roL^n conducted in Task Force 
home for weeks.^ In th?s c?fl 5S« Officer's 

required for habitabnity^hf ^reachlf ?hri?m?^ 

almost be sdld thflt *->i* ri-JT jI ^ iimlt. it can 

down his bSk and L to SSJS^ ^"^'^ «P P«ll 

eonatructlSrp?o?ide as f SlSlmu^^fn^ recommended that fSture 
sea cabin, spice sufficient^^ ™f.*^J commanding officer's 
and minimum head facllltUa, comfortable chair, a bunk 

gS'iL^g'^LeTep?2^i°SS:^J°?5i:s^ to 
all of the senior off f!Jl^ ^0 approaches) 

to make approaches I? * 5^ permitted 

and surest^'^roc^S^e ias'Ss follSir^ ^"^^ expeditious 

Base^'sleeS!^'^"*' approach go to plus 10 knots above 

At 1700 yards range cut to plus 3 knots above Base speed. 
At overlap cut to Base speed. 

DEHTAL 
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appointments were made for oral prophylaxis thus providing 
treatments for an additional one hundred patients a month. 

This resulted in a Ion incidence of periodontal conditioils and 
provided clean mouths for the Dental Officers to operate in. 

A dental prosthetic laboratory has been authorized. When this 
Is accomplished) a complete dental service will be rendered 
to personnel aboarda CVA as well as services ,to other ships 
in the Task Force, 

It is recommended that space be provided for an additional 
operating room which will be utilized for combined services 
in the following manner: 

Oral prophylaxis! This would enable a full time continuous 
program during the day as well as an evening program. This 
would result in the Dental Department carrying out its mission 
of providing oral hygiene for all personnel. 

Prosthodontlcs: The prosthetic laboratory work can be 
accomplished without interfering with the oral prophylaxis 
unit . 

Radiodontics: The X-ray unit could be transferred to this 
room thus permitting radiodontics without interruption of the 
Dental Officers operating under the present set up. Separate 
correspondence is being originated on this subject, 

MBDIC&L 

For comparative purposes, venereal disease incidence during 
the four periods previously reported was; 

1st : 2na 3rd 4th 
Period Period Period ^ Period 

Syphilis 0 0 0 0 

Chancroid 2 " 1? 3 9 

Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus 7 16 11 13 

Urethritis, acute, non-gonoeoccic, nec 46 124 53 67 

Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococclc, nec _^ 7 8 4 

Total ^ 152 7? "55 
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Venereal Incldetice aboard the 7ALLE7 FORGE continues to be a 
problem. However, the rate during the present operating 
period equals the rate for January 1953> and these two re- 
ported periods form the low points in venereal disease. ^In- 
cidence declined during this period because there were fewer 
sexual exposures during our last in-port period prior to 
returning to the CONDS. 
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Maintenanee 



Since departure from San Diego, 20 November 1952, a total 
of 4-4 days has been available for maintenance. This was 
divided Into five periods; one of fourteen days, two of 
eight days each (one of which was for emergency repairs to 
strut bearing), and two of seven days each. The excellent 
facilities of SRF Yokosuka were available for assistance in 
every case eipccept for one seven-day period in Hong Kong. 

For adequate maintenance, availability periods of seven or 
eight days are not worth while; no major repair can be 
undertaken w ith any assurance of completion. All vital 
repairs were accomplished, but only because of excellent 
spirit and much round-the-clock work at sea and during normal 
liberty hours In port on the part of ship's force. Under 
these conditions fatigue will inevitably lead to poor per- 
formance, and improper short-cuts will be taken which will 
sooner or later invite serious mechanical derangement. 

Had operational commitment s permitted, It _JLs cons Idered that 
four jJEfegep periods 6f"„te,n^tolJ;sSIS.e_da^ 

paid . farlBigne^^ s Inuuge^ul ma.1 nt ena nc6 -jand jcjeatJCfliL- 

ffie crew in t he""same"'number of total upkeep days. 

Logistics 

For period 29 December 19?2 through 6 June 1953: 

Miles steamed: 50,095 

Fuel used: 8,645,415 gallons 

Received from tankers at 60° F, 7,648,288 gallons 

Refueling time: 43.9 hours 

Receiving Rate (average) 174,000 gallons per hour 

Fuel transferred to DDs at 6oP F. 117,134 gallons 

Time to fuel DDs 95 minutes 

Average transfer rate to DDs: 1,233 gallons per hour 

Water distilled: 8,694,370 gallons 
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The ppimary concern of the VALLEY FORGE in replenishment 
evolutions has been to combine efficiency with maximum 
safety. During the entire cruise, no casualties occured 
while the tons per hour averages demonstrate an acceptable 
high degree of efficiency and training. 

Refueling 

During this cruise the VALLEY FCRGE went alongside 25 ishlps 
for refueling and regassing. Dates, ships, and pertinent 
data are presented in tabular form: 



Data 




Ship 


Quantity 






1-4- 'i'^ 






134,800 


J3DXS 

Gals 


Gasoline 


i~ J.V— J 


TliSS 




46,000 


ODJ.S 

Gals 


Uli. 

Gasoline 


1-11-53 


uss 


mSPILLIOlT (A0105) 


27,000 


Gals 


Gasoline 


1-19-53 


uss 


GUADALUPE (AO 32) 


12,709.74 

158,046 


Bbls 
Gals 


Oil 

Gasoline 


2-11-53 


DSS 


mSPILLION (AO 105) 


8,281.85 
45,000 


Bbls 
Gals 


Oil 

Gasoline 


2-15-53 


USS 


GUADALUPE (AO 32) 


5,647.15 
107,000 


Bbls 
Gals 


Oil 

Gasoline 


2-19-53 


uss 


KASKASKIA (AO 27) 


4,497.83 
203,660 


Bbls 
Gals 


Oil 

Gasoline 


2-23-53 


uss 


MISPILLION (A0105) 


6,605.28 
96,030 


Bbls 
Gals 


Oil 

Gasoline 


2-27-53 


uss 


MISPILLION (A0105) 


7,123.60 
159,700 


Bbls 
Gals 


Oil 

Gasoline 


3-3-53 


uss 


* 

GUADALUPE (AO 32) 


5,588.31 
104,000 


Bbls 
Gals 


Oil 

Gasoline 
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Dati 



Ship 



3-7-53 USS GTI&DALOPE (AO 32) 



3-11-53 uss MANATEE (A053) 



3-29-53 t7SS GtlADALUPE (A032) 



4-2-53 USS BA7AS0TA (A0106) 



4-6-53 USS EASKASKIA (A027) 



4-10-53 USS TALUGA (A062) 



4-22-53 USS M&NATEB (A053) 



4-26-53 USS M&MTEE (A053) 



4-30-53 USS NAVASOTA (A0106) 



5-4-53 USS MISPILLJDN (A0105) 



5-8-53 USS MISPILLION (AO 105) 



5-12-53 nSS CIU&RIDN (A022) 



5-26-53 USS CIUABRCtN (A022) 



6-1-53 USS CHIKASKIA (A054) 



6-4-53 USS CHIKASKIA (A054) 



Quantity 

5,608.83 
186,130 

4j690.19 
111,000 

11,951 
20,370 

9,567.7 
161,430 

7,362.4 
142,560 

7,446.52 
159,830 

4,518.35 
51,260 

8,038.34 
206,070 

6,036.83 
98,200 

7,949.31 
172^,160 

7,135,42 
139,560 

5,695.69 
63,330 

11, 044 
116, 900 

6,442.62 
82,200 

5,771.9 
176,500 



Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 

Bbls Oil 
Gals Gasoline 



SECUHITY XM)R1IATI0N 



22 



SECURITY ISFORinTION 

Re -Arming 

In the same period the VALLEY FORGE went alongside ammunition 
ships on 23 occasions. Data for re-^rming is given below. 
It is significant that there ' Is a steady rise in tonnage re- 
ceived per hour, indicating that Improvement *in efficiency 
and dispatch was steady and eontlnuoiis. Of course, this 
improvement cannot be graphed as a straight line, since 
weather conditions and other variables (such as type of load) 
constitute definite limiting factors* 



JJSl bo 


Ship 


JlOUS 




1 - A.I?') 


USS 


KC. EATMI (AE16) 


tj 






tJSS 


VIRGO '(AKA20) 


Lf\> 


4?» / 




USS 


CHARA (AK&5&) 








USS 


R&INIER (AE5) 


Art 


DD»D 




USS 


RAINIER (AB5) 


1 An 


lie* f 




USS 


VIRGO (AK&20) 


«i9o 




2-23-53 


USS 


CBARA (A£A58) 


130 


111*1 


2-27-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


165 


97,1 


3-3-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


153 


136*3 


3-7-53 


USS 


VIRGO (AKA20) 


130 


113.4 


3-11-53 


USS 


CHARA (AKA58) 


203 


116. 


4-2-53 


USS 


ICT. BAKER (AE4) 


233 


116.4 


4-6-53 


USS 


CHARA (AKA58) 


238 


142.8 


4-10-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


201 


134. 


4-22-53 


USS 


UX. BAKER (AE4) 


47 


128.18 


4-26-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


.282 


143.39 
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Date 




ShlD 


Tons 


Tons per Hour 


4^30-53 


uss 


7IBG0 (AKA20) 


136 


85.89 


5-4-53 


uss 


VIBGO (A£&20} 


229 


85.34 


5-8-53 


uss 


FIRED RAKE (AE14) 


223 


121.64 


5-12-53 


uss 


RAINIER (AE5) 


62 


37.58 


5-14-53 


uss 


RAINIER (AE5) 


80 


126.32 


5-28-53 


uss 


VESUVIUS (AE15) 


85 


106.24 


6-4-53 


uss 


m, BAKER (AE4) 


305 


124.92 












The VALLEY PORGE received provisions nine times and 
aviation stores three times during the reporting period* 
Ihe below summarizes these evolutioas. 


Date 




Shj£ 




Tons Der Hour 


1-10-53 


uss 


GRAPFIAS (AF29) 


99 


79.2 


1-19-53 


uss 


GRAFFIAS (AF29) 


88 


66. 


1-19-53 


uss 


CHOURRE (ARVll) 


12 


'■. 40. 


2-11-53 


uss 


ALADDRA (AF55) 


51.5 


60. 


2-15-53 


uss 


CHOURRE (ARVIl) 


15 


33.3 


2-19-53 


uss 


AUDURA (AF55) 


47 


; 56. 


3-3-53 


uss 


ALADURA (AF55) 


39 


78. 


3-29-53 


uss 


ALADURA (AF55) 


60.5 


124,6 


3-29-53 


uss 


JUPITER (AVSB) 


15.5 


29.04 


4-22-53 


uss 


ALSTEDE (AF48) 


67.5 


5.79 


5-8-53 


uss 


PICTOR {AF54) 


76.25 


35.23 


6-4-53 


uss 


POLARIS (AFII) 


140.5 


43.8 
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Hlghllne transfers of personnel and light freight were made 
on 62 different occasions during the emlse. 

Gunnery 

Eleven successful firing exercises nere condi^cted during the 
reporting period, ABSBunltlon expenditures were as follows: 
623 rounds of 5"/38 and 8,134 rounds of 40iBm. The majority 
of these exercises were conducted enroute Yokosulca or In 
the operating area* It has been the experience of this ship 
that firing exercises conducted while on the line are not 
completely satisfactory for carriers because the replenish- 
ment schedule is usually so restricting that la the greater 
number of cases it Is Impossible to participate* 

The following ordnance was expended during the entire cruise: 

Ship 

5"/38 Caliber 623 
40mm &»154 

Bombs Aircraft 

2000# GP 264 

1000# GP 1,333 

1000# SAP 27 

500# GP 2,701 

500# SAP 24 

250# GP 9,886 

100# GP 3,443 

220/260# Frag 1,896 

100# Incendiary 743 

350# Depth Bomb 4 

Leaflet Bomb 241 

Rockets 

11.75" Tiny Tim 2 

3.5" Solid 139 

3.5" Smoke 66 

5« ffiTAR 878 

5" ATAR 1,016 

A/C Parachute Flares 967 

Napalm 156 
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Gun Ammunition 

680,141 
544,995 

AIR 
Personnel 

The alloifance of 12 officers and 469 men has proved adequate 
for the 78 plane embarked air group of two jet and two 
propeller squadrons plus detachments. For an embarked air 
group of three jet and one propeller squadrons, it Is con- 
sidered that the enlisted allowance should be increased to 
525* This Increase would permit the forming of four more 
plane hai»lllng crews and three more gassing crews. The re- 
quired additional handling of jet aircraft Bafces this in- 
crease of crews almost mandatory. 

Aircraft Handling 

There is no satisfactory training substitute for actual air 
operations aboard a carrier. The first opportunity of VALLE? 
FORGE to operate with the full air group embarked occurred 1^- 
days prior to the ORI, The CHI served as additional opportunity 
for ship and air group to train together. This Is Insufficient 
to properly prepare a ship-air group team for the intensive 
operations required by Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

To permit mazimiam flight deck flexibility VALLEY FORGE resorted 
to a deck spot with the jets aft of the propeller planes when 
the schedule required a jet launch 45 minutes or less after 
the propeller launch. This spot admittedly reduced the amount 
of deck run available to the propeller planes and required 
catapulting until there was sufficient deck s,paee. However, 
with the 4,500 - 5»000 pound ordnance loading on the AD4KA 
aircraft, and the light and variable winds experienced diu^lng 
the latter portions of the deployment, catapulting of the AD 
aircraft was almost a necessity. The catapulting of the 
loaded ADs did not materially increase the launching time. 
Dead Packing of the jets afforded several advantages In jet 
handling: 

No re spot ting of the jets was conducted in a turn because 
of the attendant danger of turning over. 

Fuzing of bombs and the wlnding-ln of ammunition on the 
hangar deck was completely avoided, and bombing was reduced 
to a minimum. The ordnancemen were also not rushed In their 
arming of aircraft. 
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The overload log of the deekedge elevator sas held to a 
mlQlomffl and United for the most part to the striking below 
of duds which developed during a launch. 

VALLEY FORGE has been unable to obtain sufficient hardware 
for the fabrication of nylon tie-downs* This type of tie- 
down has proved to be extremely satisfactory and it Is hoped 
that an adequate number of parachute friction •^V" rings or 
satisfactory substitutes will become available. The man- 
ufacture of hooks presents no problem and was easily accomplished 
by SRF, Yokosuka» Care must be used in obtaining books 
which are properly heat-treated so that they do not fall 
when subjected to a load. 

The deekedge elevator performed satisfactorily (with careful 
treatment) and survived the cruise. The minimum diameter of 
the cables is now 1".006, a decrease of 0",059 since January 
1953f and a decrease of 0?«144 from original Installation. 

Catapults and Arresting Gear 

During the deployment, which consisted of 78 air operating 
days, the following usage of catapults and arresting gear was 
made : 



Catapults Port 

Total Jet Shots 1,604 

4,000# Jet Shots 814 
Total propeller shots (average 

pressure 2,52?#) 279 

Total 1,885 

Shots prior to 31 December 1952 7,172 

Grand Total 9,057 



Catapult PumoH 
#1 



#2 



Total Shots 
Since 

Installation 
627 



236 



Date and 
Place of 
Installation 

4-26-53 
Cat Crew at 



5-28-53 
Cat Crew at 
sea. 



Starboard 

1,473 
731 

436 
1,914 
7,952 
9,866 

Date and Place of 
Installation of 
Replaced Pump 

9-20-51, Yokosuka 
4,441 When failed 



Original pump 
9,630 when failed 
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Cataptilt PoBDS 



Total Shots 
Since 

Installation 



Date and 
Place of 
Installation 



Date and Place of 
Installation of 
Replaced Pump 



#3 


9,866 


Original 


- 


#4 


9,866 


Original 




#5 


463 


Overhauled 
5-4-53. Cat 


i-25-52, Yokosuka 
3,521 when failed. 


#6 


1,029 


3-3-53 

Cat Crew at 

sea. 


1-25-52, Yokosuka 
7,175 when failed. 


#7 


2,846 


5-16-52 
. 7oko3UlEa 
replaced 


1-25-52, Yokosuka 
1,281 when failed. 




4,127 


1-25-52 

Yokosuka 
replaced 


Original Pump 
4,930 when failed. 



Three pumps were replaced during the deployment, and one re- 
quired substantial repair. All work was accomplished by ship* s 
force. A puap can be replaced by a spare in about 16 hours* 
Normal operations can continue during the replacement. With 
the exception of the replacement of the cable tensioning 
piston on the starboard machine, no maintenance of other than 
routine nature was required. The crosshead sheaves show heavy 
wear. The throats are worn to a depth of 3/16'* and will re- 
quire replacement when next in the Navy yard. 



Arresting Gear 

Average runout, jets 

Average runout, propeller planes 



132 
125 



Engagements 

Pennant #1 
Pennant #2 
Pennant #3 
Pennant #4 
Pennant #5 
Pennant #6 
Pennant #7 
Pennant #8 
Pennant #9 



1,283 Pennant #10 

1,613 Pennant #11 

1,392 Pennant #12 

785 Barrier #L 

571 Barrier #3 

234 Barrier #5 

100 Barrier #2 

43 Barrier #4 

17 Barricade 



(Conventional) 

(Conventional) 
(Conventional) 
(Jet) 
(Jet) 
(maziiKua runout 



11 
4 
4 

16 

7 
0 
6 

15 
90) 



14 
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Total Landings, Jet 3,089 

Total Landings, Propeller Planes 2,968 

Non-engagements 12 

Grand Total 6,069 

There were seven hooK point failures which resulted in seven 
jet barricade engageiaents. Six sockets oh arresting gear 
cafiles were poured. Only one purchase cable (#1 engine) re- 
mIJ oJfE}*^®?®*^* and this engine was wv^^ overnight. 
No casualties to arresting gear occurred on this deployment. 

The frequent return of hung rockets necessitaited the develop- 
ment of a "jury" rocket barrier (photographs attached) . The 

u ^ "^f fabricated from used nylon barrltsade webbing 
which was interwoven and then secured with bolts and light 

washers. Fortunately, or unfortunately, the barrier 
was never subjected to. an actual rocket engagement. 

Aircraf t Maintenanoft 

The installed generators for starting jets have been used to 
?>,r?l?^" during this deployment, with the aim of utilizing 
VilJtt^ starting units as auxiliary sources rather than the 

'^^ aot been completely 

Th« 4n«J»i? J?^* jumper cords cannot reach all Jets on deck. 
T5 «^5l!*}^J^2'^ of additional generators would be desirabli 
ir surriclent topside weight compensation could be found. 

The towing tractors have been subjected to severe usage. The 

sea««n??v''S2''SJ ^^^^ a loaded aircraft in high gear wM^h col- 
sequently requires much operation in low gear at high RPM. 
^Sif^-oJ^?^^" combined with the use of aviation gas for fie 1 
creates the need for constant heavy maintenance. 

l^^"^ aircraft have been a constant headache, re- 
llill^ niuch respotting of aircraft. Since 21 February '1953, 
there were 355 turnups made on the hangar deck alone. ' 

Aircraft Service 

elus?«J?^;iJ??^^^^^°°Ji^*'^PPi''S 100#AN-M12 incendiary 

clusters created a problem not only on breakout but also in 

J?^* assembly bolts were so badly 

corroded that the nuts could not be removed and it was necessary 



SECDRITY INFORMATION 



29 



DECLASSIFIED 



SECURITI INFO Rial ION 

to drive the bolts out. The manner of securing the metal 
llninKto the plynood box prohibited buraing and hindered 
iiep«ation ?o? iettisohini. The cylindrical containers 
are quite satisfactory, 

Tn eomollance with COmiRPACconf disp 221845Z of May, Issue- 
ope?at?"t? tests on the 36 Mark 2? Mod 2 "i'^f^J^'^^^^'^" 
performed. No discrepancies were found ©^c^P^ "if ' 
adjustments normally expected when preparing the mines for 

Issue. 

since 22 Auril 1953 operational evaluation tests of the Aero 
?3B bomb hSlsts have been conducted. The evaluation proved 
tSt the hoist is generally unsatisfactory, Priyajily 

c^se of its weight and poor hapdlj^^ 1^ 
report of the evaluation was submitted to COMFAIRJAPAH in 
VALLEY FORGE rest Itr ser I806 of 10 Jun 1953. 

During this deployment, 3,074,165 gallons of aviation gasoline 
and 17,642 gallons of aviation lube oil were used. No 
p2rticila; lerviclng problems existed except the desirability 
of a higher avgas pumping rate when fueling jets and the well- 
Snown nied for'a g?ea?er storage capacity. 
the returning strike aircraft could jxot be refueled arter 
recovery because of lack of avgas aboard. 

Aircraft 

The operation and handling of the F9F-5 aii^c'^^* J^^F^ 
unconverted CVA 9 type carrier taxes the carrier to its 
maxlmiuB capabilities. 

The replacement of propeller aircraft in an Air Group by jets, 
niaces a requirement for utilizing at least a portion of the 
jetsIbSard Ss f ighter-bombers. Disregarding any decrease or 
inc?els^ of bombing accuracy by substitution of J^^.Jf,, ^ 
propeller driven aircraft, the inescapable fact "mains that 
the loaded jet aircraft must get airborne. The F9F-5 with a 
st?ike load of 1200 pounds external ^fdj^'^S^^f fly^lggl 
nounds. The normal temperature experienced by VALLEY FORGE 
CthI latter sLges of deployment was about 70° F. Operating 
iSe H4B catapult It top accumulator P"|s^J\^®5^^^^|/* ^^^"^ 
air temperature, a wind over the deck of 30 ^^o^s. Bx- 
pe?ien?e has proven that this can ^^^ded to 37 ^jotj 'hen 
the pilots are well experienced tn the aircraft. In Its cap 
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configuration. ^ » S ^ots of «lnd are necessary. It is 
obvious then that the deployment of the carrier in areas of 
high temperature and little or no wind such a,s nornally ex- 
pected near the equator would preclude operations with 
an H4B catapult. If substantually lower airborne endurance 
could be accepted for CAP, the aircraft could be launched 
with empty tip tanks. However, the carrier qay be faced with 
the fact that she can lauhch neither strike nor CAP In 
certain areas j even though the weather may be CA7TT. 

The most frequent strike loading of the P9P-5' has been with 
an external ordnance load of 1200 pounds. The aircraft then 
grosses 19000 pounds. As has been pointed out la previous 
VALLEY FORGE Action Report and VALLEY FORGE A,lteratlon Request 
4-53 of 7 February 1953, the capacity of the decked ge elevator 
is not sufficient for easy handling of the loaded P9F-5. It 
is desirable that a loaded aircraft of 19000 poruads plus a 
tractor of 5700 pounds be capable of operation on the 
elevator. Further, there are occasions when ^loaded ADs at 
21000 pounds should be capable of being struck below during 
a catapult launch of propeller aircraft* Obviously the difficulty 
of aircraft handling is increased by the low capacity elevator. 

The Mark 5 arresting gear has given no indication of being 
over extended. 

SUPPLY 

Aviation Snare Parts smd Ifaterial 

During the first half of the current tour the USS CIDURRB 
(ARVll) furnished support which included two replenishments 
at sea. The overall efficiency for furnishing material was 
approximately 58jK« During the latter half of the tour the 
USS JUPITER (AVS8) furnished support. One replenishment at 
sea and one in port replenishment was made wl,th the efficiency 
again approximately 58sS. Irrespective of this limited 
efficiency, the finest cooperation was received from the 
USS CHDURHB (ARVll) and USS JUPITER (AVS8). It is believed 
that this limited efficiency was a result of stock capacity. 
It is felt that the present system of passing NIS items is 
a major improvement over the former one of obligating and 
holding requisitions until receipt of the material from CONUS, 
A high percentage of passed items were foraished by ASB, NSD, 
Yokosuka and ASA, NSD, Guam. 
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The following Is a breakdown of dellversr tlae for naterlal 
under the various priorities: 



Priority A (AOG) 
Priority A 
Priority B 
Priority C 



8 days 
3 weeks 
3-7 weeks 
9^16 weeks 



At the direction of COUPAIR JAPAN, a 90 day allowance of 

spares was off-loaded at USD Tokosnka for the USS LAKE 
CH&MPLAIN (CVA39) and soae selected items for the USS 
JUPITBR (ATS8), also sons Material to fill shortages on 
the TJSS B03CER (CVA21) . 

Niunber of individual requests from squadrons 

per month approximately l,46o 

Number of such requests filled from stock on 
board per month approximately 1,390 



Number of such requests passed to other 
sources of supply approximately 



Allowance list items 

Non-allowance list items 

% efficiency, over-all. 

% efficiency for allowance 
list items 



approximately 
approximateljr 
approximately 



20 
20 

95.2 



approximately 98,5 



General Stores and Non-Aviation Repair Parts ; 

GSM - While in the area this vessel received General Stores 
Material. from the USS POLLUX (A£S4), USS CASTOR (AKSl) , and 
NSD, Tokosiaka. The USS POLLUX (AKS4) gave outstanding service, 
completing 98^ of the requisitions submitted., The USS CASTOR 
(AKSl) completed 66jf of the requisitions submitted. NSD 
Yokosuka gave excellent service whenever this vessel was 
allowed to submit requisitions to that activity. 

The current policy of COMSERYPAC in regard to requisitions for 
material not available in the WESTPAC area is to cancel re- 
quisitions bearing priority indicator "C" instead of holding 
them as an obligation or passing then to a continental source 
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aES55?SoRiftTioir 

currently ma%'S|'S,?iiSS*c'8SDl°Inf ^IIJaS^ ' 

It i departure from COITOS. TharefoM 

high ana loi Sto^ iiJif! S*** °^ e»tabHshed 

re,»lsltloHL'S%gJi5'^r.°'noT2^'ii?fl|^""'^ "°" 

priority indicators, ana/or invite the misuse of 

Eleotrontcs Snara Parta (msmpfl^ 

•.asela provided fdeqi^f ° 
B«nalr fji yara P^i-I;y (Bnpn p ) 

Both ships provided aatquatffe^vic?^!'^ periods. 
Ships Repair Sna7»a P arts (RHflHTPg^ 

Both ships provided aS^Satf^mc^J"* ^ ^'iois. 
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j^ i^ tomotlv Spaya Parts 

individual Issues of General Stores per month 1,231 
Monthly average of Items received aboard from all sources: 



General Stores 

Ship' s Repair Parts 50U 
Electronics Parts 



500 

)nics Parts 
r.ftmmlflsary 

provision, - .hlXe In the g^gf (^48), 

Receipts at Sea 864.9 tons 

Receipts m Port 187.9 tons 

I 

Ration Data: ^ 

Rations Served ft^fti^S'i ^1 

Value Stores Consumed 1? ligS 

Average Cost of Ration *l.i90/ 

.qhlt; >'s store Retail F ac^ilitieS 

and small stores items; 

Average ship's store monthly sales 35,000 
Average % P^o^^*^^,_^ , ^ o <no 
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The following recommendations are contained in this report: 



RSCOIQIENDATIONS 



That 1/30,000 scale photos of the Cherokee target area be 
used, page 6. * 

That Air Group AIO he assigned as Assistant Ship's AIO for 
carriers deploying to the Far East, page 11. 

That four enlisted personnel be the miaifflom asslgaaent to the 
ship* a Air Intelligence Office, page II. 

That an Air Intelligence Specialist Rating be originated, page 12. 

That for strike photographs, an externally carried camera vith 
a longer focal length be used, page 15. 

That a three day trip to and from Tokostika and the Task Force be 
authorized when conditions permit, page 11. 

That In future construction, the commanding officer's sea cabin 
be provided with sufficient space for a comfortable chair, a 
bunk, and mialnEUB head facilities, page id. 

That space be provided for the combined services In oral 
prophylaxis, prosthodontlcs, and radiodontics, page 19« 

That communication personnel exercise greater care in assigning 
relay Instructions for messages addressed to the Task Force or 
all ships present, page 14. 

That Immediate steps be taken to improve the design of arrange- 
ment of aircraft rocket pigtails on existing rockets provided 
existing stocks on hand warrant. Entirely too many rodcets 
are returned aboard with cut or broken pigtails. This is 
particularly true of Jet aircraft. The percentage of rockets 
returned due to above cause was 4% for I,6l6 rockets loaded. 



The following quoted dispatch. Is the departure message from 
Commander Task Force SEVE9TZ-SEVEN: 

"YOU LEAVE OUR TASK FORCE WITH THE DESERVED WELL WIS^ 
OF EVBRZOHE AND OUR GREAT ADMIRATION FOR THE HAGVIFICEIIT 
ACHIEVEUENTS OF THS VALLEY FORGE AND MB. EHBARm) AIR 
GROUP Z WELL COME TO ALL CONCERNED." 



MISCELLANEOUS 
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